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OF THE 
Court of ENGLAND. 


In Two Parts. 


—_—_—____ 


By the Counteſs of Dunois, 
Author of the ingenious and di- 
verting Letters of The Lady's * 
vel into Spain. 


Writ during Her Reſidence in bat 
| "LOUR 


0 — Englith, 


| To which is added, 
The Lady's Pacquet of Letters, 


Taken from her by aFrench Proveteer | 
in her Paſſage to Holland. Suppos'd to 


be Written by ſeveral Men of Quality. 


| Brought over from St. Malo's by an 
_ Engliſh Officer at the laſt Exchange 
of ms 


— 


LONDON: 


{ 


Printed, and Sold by B. Bragg at the Raven 
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SIR, 


T is not to be wind da 
that Merit ſo exalted as 
yours draws the Adrdreſ- 
ſes as well as the Admiration 
of the World : That which 1s 
only ſingular ig, that I have 
_ attempted 'publickly to tell, 
what all privately acknow- 
ledge, Tour extraordinary Ac- 
Pee we n thoſe Vertues 
which claim the Admration 
of all ſuch as are quahiyd_ 
or Judges of what is Ex- 
cellent 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: 

Excellent: So ſolid an Under. 
landing, ſo refnd a Conver- 
ſation, ſuch Wit and Fire 
in the Diuertius Part , ſo 

much Reaſon in the Seri 

. ous, ſo many undemable Acts 
of Generoſity, backd by ſo con- 

| fiderable a Fortune as yours, 
groves us a juſt Expectation 
that Time will produce Some- 
Thing greater than has as yet 

appear d to the World. _ 


A Capacity ſo extenſive as 
Tours, fts you for all things 
that you can but think wor- 
by of your Cure; fince what. 
ever you were pleaſed to un. 
dertakte, you were always cer- 
tain to ſucceed in, and of bo- 
comme entire Maſter of the 


— o 


Sub fecl you eſpous'd. # 


I 


. This © 


Epi Podicatory. 
This Capacity of Mind, that 


fits you for a Fudge of all 
Things, brings before voy theſe 
following Memoirs, Written by 
that Ingenious and de, Nos.” 
Admird Lady who was Au. 


thor of The Travels; into Span, 
and of The Memoirs. of the 


Court of Spain. The Reputation 


| theſe Memoirs have in ſeveral 
Editions gain d abroad, made 
uss hope they woull rot meet 
with a worſe Reception Here; 


ſince tho originally of our own _ 


Growth, yet tranſ} planted by 
a foreign Hand, and one ſo 


Excellent, mads me not im. 
probably concerve Thoughts of 
Succeſs from the warm Sun- 
[hinge * the Court of France. 
The Letters at the latter 
end, are part of a Parcel that 
was taken, as. the Title ſays, 
e an Engliſh Lady in her 


Palſ age 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Paſſage to Holland: The Of. 
cer, of whom I purchac d em, 
told me, that they were ſpow d 
Bim by a Privateer Captain, 
who defird him to let him 
know what they were. The 
Exchange happening mmed:- 
ately after, the French-Man 
not remembring to as for em, 
they remamd with him. I 
uſily thought em ſo eafie, fo 
natural and entertaining, that 
knowing none to be offended 
By them, I quickly reſolv'd 
hem for the Preſs: But the 
T +; uma of the Memoirs 
ſwelling to a larger Bulk than 
was imagm'd, gives me no room! 
40 mſert here the moſt beau- 
#iful part of them, which 16 
deferr'd till the next Term, 
when they will be printed in 
a ſmall Volume by themſelves. 
And now, Sir, I hope for the 
. Merit 


/ 


— 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: © 
Merit of the Offering you will 
forgive the Offerer , whoſe 
higheſt Ambition is to pleaſe 
one on whom Nature and For- 
tune have agreed to be ſtom 
ther moſt darling Fquours.. 


SIR, 
| With Reſpect, 


Vour moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble 
Servant, 
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Engliſh Court. 
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PART L 


3 


Dear Couſin, 
HE Time l ſpent in London, and the 

Þ} Intimacy I had with the Dutcheſs of 

» Richmond, and my Lady 1, tur- 
niſh'd me with the Opportunity of being ac- 
qainted with the moſt agreeable Adventures, 


| and private Intreagues of the Court of Eng- 


land. 

The Dutcheſs of Richmond ( who was the 
Duke of Buckinghaw's Siſter, and by Mar- 
riage nearly related to the King, ) was ex- 
tremely Beautiful, and of a Mien and Preſence 
very Noble and Majeſtic. My Lady H— was 
Siſter in Law to the late Dutcheſs of —, by 
her Marriage with the Lord H, now Earl 
of R—— ſecond Son of the Lord Chanceilor 
of England. | 

You, who are not odacqaiated with the 
Dutcheſs of Mazarine,mult allow her to have 

* Charms- 


Mew OIRS of the Eogliſh Court. 


Charms, that render her the moſt agreeable 


of her Sex, which made her Houſe the Ren- 
dezyous of all the Men of Wit and Quality, 
and the Scene of all the News of the Town, 


of Gaming Entertainments, and all an | 


of Diverſi ns ad” St. * a „ X 
Monſieur St. Evremont was pleaſed to con- 
tinue to me that Friendſhip he had for my Fa- 
ther, and 1 having often ſeen the Dukes of 
Monmouth and Buckingham, the Earl of St. Al- 
bans, and the Lord C— at my Houle in Paris, 
introduc'd me into their Acquaintance; 
Monſieur Barrillon our Ambaſſador was one 
of my Friends, and Don Pedro Ronquillo the 


Span. [l Ambellador, and Count de Thun 


the Emperor's Envoy paid me their Viſits. 


The Acquaintance of fo many Feiſahs of Di- 


ſtinction gave me opportunity of knowing 
a thouſand diverting Stories, of which I have 

compoled theſe Fen: oirs, and, according 
to your Deſire, put them into as regular 
a Method as I could. I have concealed ſome 
of the Ladies Names I was oblig'd to menti- 


on, being unwilling to injure them while 1 


have nam'd others, honih g what I ſpeak in 
their Favour, will counter ballance what the 
Malice of their Enemies ſhould ſay agaialh 
them. 

Fs im poſſible to know the Duke of Aon- 
mouth, and not to allow him the Character 
which his Perfections challenge from all his 
Acquaintance : He was very handſome, 
extreamly well made, and had an Air of 


_ _ Greatneſs anſwerable to his Birth; he was 


brave, even to a Fault, and expos himſelf 
WE in 
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MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
in the Service abroad, with a Courage not to 
be excelled: As no Man had better Natural 
Qualifications, ſo care was taken in wy Edy- 
cation to give him all thoſe that were to be 
acquir'd by Art: He danc'd extreamly well, 
and with an Air that charm'd all that ſaw bim: 
His Heart was always divided between Love 
and Glory: He had in ſhort all the Accom- 
pliſhments of a fine Gentleman: But it muſt 
be allow'd that they were allay'd with too 
much Ambition, which Paſſion engaged him 


in an unhappy Undertaking, that br ought - 


him to an End too untimely and unfortunate. 
It is no wonder he was fo mucli addicted 
to Love, being the Son of Charles the 2d. 
This Prince had many Miſtreſſes, yet none 
whom he ſo tenderly lov'd as Madam Barlom, 


Mother to the Duke of Monmouthʒ ſhe was fo 


perfect a Beauty, and ſo charm 4 and tran- 
ſported the King when he firit ſaw. her in 
Wales, that amidſt the Misfortunes which 


| diſturbed the firſt Years of his Life and 


Reign, he enjoy'd no Satisfaction or Plea- 
ſure but in loving and being beloved by this 
charming Miftrels. 

The Equipage he allowed her,the Care he 
took to pleaſe her, and the Complaiſance he 
had for her were ſo exceedingly great, (this 
being his firſt Paſſion, and he being in the 
Bloom of his Youth, a time when the Heart 
throughly poſſeſt with thePower of Love at- 
tempts every thing it is capable of for thePer- 
ſon beloved) made the World believe he had 
promiſed her Marriage. This Error ſo agrec- 
ably flattered the Vanity of the Duke of Aan. 
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mouth, that tho' he was ſatisfy'd there was 


and there were not a few who ſoothd him 


1 England had own'd. | 


the Crown could not be treated with more 


dies made it their buſineſs to engage his 


and knew how to make uſe of it, but never 
had ſo delicate a taſte ef Love to be ſtrongly 


of Bucleingb and Counteſs of Wembs, for his 


A 


 Mxmoixsof the Engliſh Court. 


nothing of Truth in the matter, yet he act- 
ed as if he was fully aſſur'd of its Reality; 


in this miſtake : And this ſurmiſe, joyn'd 
with the tenderneſs the King expreſsd for 
him, ſet a particular diſtinction betwixt him 
and thoſe other young Noble men the King of 


The Perſonal Advantages of the Duke, 
and the King's Favour, drew after him ſo 
great a Levee, that the Preſumptive Heir of 


deference or reſpect: He poſleſs'd the beſt 
Places in the Government; was Rich, Young, 
Gallant, and (as 1 have already faid ) the 
Handſomelſt and beſt Shap'd of Men. It will 
not after this appear ſtrange, that many La- 


Heart; this good fortune he was ſenſible of, 


engag'd to any one in particular; hejwas inca- 
pable of confining himſelf to one Intreague, 
There being hardly a day in which he got not 
a new Miſtreſs ; and there appear'd more 
Affectation and Vanity, than Love or Since-M 
rity, in all his Intriegues. e 
The King thought it proper to fix him, 
and pitch'd upon the Daughter of the Duke 


Wife. She was the greateſt Fortune in the 
Kingdom of Scotland, and had all that was tog 
be wiſh'd for to make her agreeable ; ſhe had] 
Virtue, Wit, Riches, and Birth, and tho 
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ſhe was not extraordinary Beautiful, and a 
little Lame, yet in the main ſhe was very de- 
ſirable. Perhaps had the Duke been oblig'd 
to have been at the trouble of this Conqueſt, 
and had he undergone the Fatigues of Love 

and won her by his Merit and Aſſiduity, 
he had eſteem'd himſelf happy in obtain- 
ing her, but receiving her from the King, 
without the expence of a ſigh or a tear, that 
which ought to have been h's Felicity, pro- 
ved his greateſt Inquietude.  - 

He imagin'd his Liberty to be taken from 
him, and that he ſhonld be oblig'd to keep 
ſuch meaſures with a Wife the King had im- 
| poſed upon him, that if ever ſhe ſhould have 
any cauſe of complaint againſt him, the King 
would always be Judge, and would not fail 
to decide it in her tavour : In ſhort, he had 
little inclination for the Yoke, Eymen had laid 
on him, and he obey'd only in ſubmiſſion to, 
and for fear of diſpleaſing the King his Fa- 
ther. Marriages of this kind are not al- 
ways happy. The Duke thought it, ſuffici- 
ent to keep a fair Correſpondence with his 
Wife, and as ſhe had a great deal of Wit, 
and could eaſily diſcover her Husband's In- 
clinations, ſo hers became leis vehement, 
and ſhe contented herſelf, for her part, to 
do her Duty, without being at the expence 

of a fruitleſs tenderneſs. 
The Duke being weary of this Confine- 


| ment, reſolved to deliver himſelf, by giving 
his Heart entirely up to Love; and the Per- 
ſon he fixt on for this purpoſe, was one of 
the Maids of Honour to the Dutcheſs of Y—, 
B 3 whoſe 
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Perſon to her Sex. 
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Mois of the Engliſh Court: 
whoſe Youth and Beauty. were equally char- 


ming; ſhe had a Wit and Humour fo ſpright- 


ly and engaging, that the Duke would have 
been unwilling ſhe ſhould have choſe any 


other Maſter but himſelf, to have taught her 


the Art of Love. The name of her Family 
being of no uſe, I ſhall content my ſelf with 
calling her Emilia. The Duke loſt no op- 


portunity of ſeeing and entertaining her, 


ut it was but ſeldom, by reaſon the Gover- 
neſs of the Maids of Honour often interrupted 
them, becauſe ſhe knew him a dangerous 

One day this watchful Guardian being con- 
fin'd, by an indiſpoſition, from attending 
the Dutcheſs of ——, who was to take the 
pleaſure of the Evening on the Thames, the 
Duke of Monmouth would not let ſlip this fa- 
vourable occaſion of converſing with Emilia; 
and when every one in her Highneſs's Barge 
had ſeated themſelves, he plac'd himſelf near 
Emilia, and, full of confuſion, ſaid to her, 
I cannot (Madam) be content with my Deſtiny ; 
you will not love me] and I know you do not hate 
the Earl of A—n. Ay Lord, (reply'd ſhe, 
bluſhing ) thoſe who pretend to give your Grace 
this Information, have little acquaintance with 
my Affairs. The Earl of A—n thinks not of 
me, I know, he has a Miſtreſs who deſerves and 
rakes up all his Heart; and I could afſure you, 
were I capable of preferring one of your Sex before 
another, my heart would determine in your fa- 


vour, What you tell me (reply'd the Duke) 


would comfort me, could I be conteated with a 
Comęliment; but 1 expeft ſomething more ſolid, 
Ha! 


WA . —- 


« © C3 wn | 


tion for her. 


c | 23G = a ] 
9 . — 4 Che 
* A * - 


- 


MEMOT RS of the Engliſh . 7 
Han cry d ſhe, briskly, what more can you 
deſire? I deſire ſaid he, with a grave Air, 
that you would Love me; can you give too much 


iu return of a Paſſion ſo violent as mine? Yes, 


reply'd ſhe, it is too much; and you are to 


blame to ab it; and I were much more if I ſhould 
con ſent to your indiſcreet Deſire, 


She ſpoke this with ſuch a Grace, and 
with ſo much Sweetnels, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Dutcheſs of MH. was in the 
ſame Barge, engag'd at play with her High- 
neſs, he could not forbear ſeizing the hand 


of Emilia, and kiſſing it with an exquiſite 


Tranſport. The Dutchels perceiv'd it,and 


tho? her love was not ſo great as to cauſe a 


Jealouſie, yet ſhe found he had too much 
Paſſion for another, and too little Conſidera- 

Her vexation at this ſight made her Eyes 
ſparkle with anger, which added to their 


Luſtre; but the Duke was ſo taken up with 


Emilia, that he minded not his Wife. 

The Earl of Au, with ſeveral other 
Perſons of Quality who attended her High- 
neſs, followed in another Barge, and notwith- 
ſtanding the care he took to hide his uncaſt- 


neſs, it was impoſſible for. him to remove his 


Eyes from the Barge where the Duke aud 
Emilia were: He lov'd her entirely, but 
conceal'd his Paſſion, becauſe of the particu» 


lar Engagements he had with my Lagy —. 
This Lady was of the firſt Quality, and made 
uſe of it ſo much in bis favour, that withse 
out the ſhare of Beauty and agreeable Wit 
ihe was Miſtreſs of, the Obligations ſhe laid 
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„ 
on him were ſufficient to create Love: But 
Alas! when a Lover is retain'd only by 


ME MOI xs of the Engliſh Court. 


Gratitude, he is ſoon loſt. 
The Earl of A- thought of nothing but 


| how to interrupt the Duke of Aonmouth and 


Emilia's Converſation. He had brought w 
him a little Dog , well known to all the 


Court; he took him in his Arms, and in 
careſſing him, let him fall into the Thames, 


and preſently cry'd out for help to ſave his 
Dog. All the Ladies were concern'd at it, 
eſpecially my Lady „ Who was in her 
Highneſs's Barge, and who could not be in- 
different in what ſo much concern'd the 
F | 1 | | 
One of the Watermen having ſav'd the 
Dog, my Lady looking out on one ſide 


of her Highneſs's Barge. Come, Come, my Lord, 


(faid ſhe) and congratulate with us the ſaving 


your faithful Melampus : Her Royal F/ighneſs's 
gives you liberty. The Earl, who delir'd no 


more but to get into her Highneſs's Barge, 
preſently got in, and having firſt paid his 
Duty to her Highneſs, went and plac'd him- 
ſelf by my Lady ——, But being ſoon wea- 
ry of his place, by making a falſe Confident 
of her, ſeeks a pretence to remove. 

Do you not fee ( faid he) the Duke of Mon- 


mouth? I have 4 great fancy to play him a trick, 


And what wou'd you do, ſaid ſhe? I will in- 
terrupt the Converſation he has with Emilia; 
and you will find it very diverting. You ſeem 
zo take but little ſatisfaftion in my Company, 


reply'd ſhe, with a melancholy look, ſince 


you wou d quit me for ſo trivial matter Ha! 
| | Do 


Mem 0 IRS of the Engliſh Court. 


Do you think it a matter fo trivial, ſaid he, 
all in confuſion ? Have you forgot Madam, 4 


thouſand little malicious Tricks be play'd ns at 


 Hampton-Court, and can me do too much in 
return topumſhthem? Tou are ( reply'd fhe 


coldly) more revengeful than me, or to ſpeak 
plainer, I am not ſo blind as you imagine; Go, 
my Lord, (continu'd ſhe) go to Emilia: Your 
deſion of revenging your ſelf of the Duke of Mon- 


mouth, # not for what happen'd at Hampton- 
Court between him and us, but what rather hap- 
pens now between him and Emilia; yon look on 


him as a Rival, and a very dangerons Rival too. 

You are too ſuſpicious; Madam, ( cry'd the 
Earl, forcing a tender look) you turn the moſt 
innocent things into a Crime, and you render 
( Madam ) the Chains of Love ſo uneaſy, by 4 
confinement ſo diſagreeable, that it will be impoſ- 


fible to preſerve them long entire: Methinks jou 


ought to depend more on my Fidelity, than te 
quarrel with me for a little Gallantry. My La- 
„ whoſe heart was full of anger and 
jealouſie, roſe briskly without returning any 
anſwer, but ſhe could not refrain Tears, 
which ſhe conceal'd with her Handkerchief, 
as if her Noſe bled, and to diſguiſe it the 
better, with her hand ſhe threw a little wa- 


- ter on her Face. 


The condition ſhe was in, had not ſo great 
an effect on the Earl of- as to hinder 
bis firſt deſign, but going towards Emilia, 
and bow ing, Am 1 not atroubleſom Intruder, 


Madam, ſaid he, and will you not wiſh me 


the ſame misfortune of Melampus ? All the La- 
dies had the goodneſs to be concern d at it, but 


you 


1 
| 


7 


10 Ms8moO1RsSff the Engliſh Court. 
5 jon, Madam, you alone were inſenſible of my un- 
eaſmeſs,, Great cauſe of complaint ( ſaid the il 
Duke of Monmouth, vex'd at this interrup- 
tion) your Dog is faln in the water, and Emilia 
did not ſqueak! Yon ought, my Lord, to have 
been ſatisfied at what my Lady — did. The 
Earl would have return'd it after a man- 
ner that might have produc'd a quar- 
rel, had he not been with-held by many Con- 
ſiderations; for, reflecting he was in her 
Hlighneſs's Barge, and that he had to do 
with the Son and Favorite of the King, he 
f check d the firſt motions of his Reſentment, 
and forgot, that, as the Son of the Duke of 
Ormond, Lord Lieutenant of Jreland,his Qua- 
lity was of the firſt Rank. Emilia is much 
oblig*d to you, (reply'd the Earl to the Duke) 
for giving your ſelf the trouble of anſwering for 
her, andthe ſatisfaction you diſcover at her indiffe- 
rence for me. You quarrel with me, (interrup- 
ted Emilia, ſmiling) more out of a Capritio than 
Reaſon. is yet ſome comfort to me (reply'd 
the Earl) that you judge my Reſentment ſtronger 
than my Underſtanding and Here he 
was interrupted by my Lady ——, who had 
in vainexpected his return to her, having had 
made a thouſand Signs, of which he took no 
notice: So that being unable to bear any lon- 
ger his converſation with her Rival, ſhe cal- 
led him to ſhew him a Bracelet of Diamonds 
which ſhe {aid ſhe had bought. It vex'd him 
to leave Emilia, and he had not gone from 
her, had he not fear'd his incivility to my 
Lady —— would have been too much taken 
notice of. 
As 
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So ſoon as he came to my Lady ——, 


who, after having mention'd her Bracelet, 


added in a low voce, You will never forgive 
me the ſeparating you from an Olject you take 
fo much delight in. No Object, Madam, (re- 


ply'd the Earl, with a forcd Air, which was 
too well perceiv'd by a Lady ſo diſcerning) 


pleaſes me more than your Ladyſhip ;, but I muſt 


confeſs Iwas willing to divert my ſelf at the ex- 


pence of the Duke of Monmouth. Tam much 
miſtaken (ſaid ſhe, briskly) F he does not di- 


vert himſelf at yours: I perceive in his Eyes ſo 
much ſatisfaction, as eaſily gives room for this 


conjecture : But (added ſhe) do you obſerve 
nothing, my Lord, in mine! Have you forgot 
your Cuſiom, of knowing by then my very Soul ? 
which if you look into, can you believe I can endure 


ſo much Indifference and Infidelity? She look'd 


on him in ſaying this, and as it is difficult to 


ſaſtain the Looks and Reproaches of a Perſon 
forſaken, without a cauſe, and who notwith- 


ſanding ceaſes not to love, he bluſh'd and 


was confounded: My Lady -— for her 
part, caſt dowaher Eyes, and remain'd quite 
loſt in Thought, from which the Earl did 
not haſten to recover her. 
During the confuſion of theſe two Perſons, 
the Duke of Monmouth on his fide had his 
diſquiet from the young Emilia: Ton can no 
longer, ſaid he, diſonm the Paſſion the Earl 
of An has for you, and it is no difficult matter 
to perceive what paſſes between you, and with what 
care you endeavour to conceal it from me: Do 
you think it an eaſie matter to deceive me? 
That is what I never deſignto do, (anſwer d 
Emilia fiercely) and I have no deſire to engage 
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ME NMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 

your Inclinations more than they are; your fickle- 
neſs would but ill agree witſh my temper, ſhould I 
be ſo weak as to give you any preference; and I 
muſt declare to you, that you do not touch my 
heart enough, to make me capable of deceiving 
you, The Duke thought this anſwer ſo rude 
that he was confounded, and knew not at 
firſt what anſwer to return, but his Paſſion 
ſoon overcoming his Anger, he put on a 
complaiſant and ſmiling Air; I ſee then (ſaid 
he) I muſt ask your par don; the fair Sex has a 
right of doing injuſtice, and ours have not even 

the liberty to complain; but for all that, added he, 

l have afavourto beg, which you muſt promiſe 
me to grant * promiſe nothing reply'd E- 
milia, ſmiling, Iwill give you hopes and fears. 

Ha! Madam interrupted the Duke baniſh 
thiserror ſo common to your Sex, and ſo ill grounds 

ed; for my part, if any thing could diſengage my 
Iuclinations, it would be the Rivals I meet in my 

way. What reaſon have you, my Lord ſaid 
Emilia to him to diſtruſt your merit; in my 

opinion, a Perſon who deſerves ſo much as your 
Grace, ſhould always triumph over his Rivals, 

and never fear them, You endeavour in vain, 

fair Emilia, reply'd he, to reſtore my peace 

with ſo frail a comfort as Flattery. As am 

pier ſaded you arelefs a coquet than another, ſo 
am I well aſſured you would be unwilling to loſe 
none of your Lovers, and I am not Maſter enough 

of my Jealouſie to ſuffer that without inquietude. 

Her Royal Highneſs being with Child, 

and finding herſelf indifpoſed, the Barges 
were order'd to return ſooner than was 
* deſign d. As ſoon as they were come 
; to 
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the Dutcheſs of 7 
in order to return to her own, but found 
neither her Chair nor Servants, they not ex- 


would be difficult to ſpeak what he cou'd 


MENMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
to Whithall, and the Ladies had waited on 


her Highneſs to her Apartment in St.James's, 
went from thence 


pecting her ſo ſoon; and being too impa- 
tient to ſtay till they were ſent for, tho' 


it was late, and only Moonſhine, ſhe went 


into the Park that ſeparates St. James's from 
Whiteball. 


She was entirely taken up with her Affairs, 


and that ſhe might avoid thoſe walking in the 


Mall, choſe the ſhadieſt and moſt retired 
places; ſhe had pull'd her Hood over herFace, 
and walking faſt, conſider'd of the complaints 


ſhe had to make to the King of her Husband's 


Conduct. | . 
She was not the only Perſon tormented by 


Jealouſie at this time; the Dutcheſs of B-- 


had alſo her ſhare of Afflictions: This Lady 
was Daughter of Fairfax, a name well known 
during the Troubles in England, he acted in 
concert with Crommel, and was declar'd Ge- 


 heraliſſimo of the State, in the place of the 
Earl of Eſſex, in the Rebellion againſt King 
CHARLES the Firſt. George Duke of Buck- 
ing ham, Maſter of the Horſe to the King, 
had married her out of a motive of Policy, - 


which did no ways agree with the Grandeur 
and Liberty he proteſs'd. No Man was ever 
handſomer , or more nicely made, and 


there was ſomething ſo engaging in his Con- 


verſation, as made him more pleaſing by 
his Wit, than by his Perſon; and it 
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14 MENMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
not underſtand; his words pierc'd the heart, 
and he was born for Gallantry and Magnifi- 
cence, in both which he ſurpals'd all the . 
Lords of the Engliſh Court. 

The Dutcheſs, of 5——- has Merit 
Pe Virtue ; ſhe is little, brown, aud lean, 
but had ſhe been the moſt beautiful and char- 
ming of her Sex, the being of his Wife would 
have been ſufficient alone to have inſpired him 
with a diſlike : Notwithſtanding ſhe knew he _ 
was alwayslatrieguing,yet ſhe never ſpoke of 
it, and had complaiſance enough to entertain 
' his Miſtreſſes, and even lodge them in her 
Horſe, all which ſhe ſuffer d becauſe ſhe lo- 
ved him, and knew well he lov'd not her. 
But it ſometimes happens, that Patience 
is ſtretch d to a certain Point, beyond Which 
it deſtroys and loſes it ſelf. r | 
The Dutcheſs of B., quite tir'd 
with the continual new Intriegues of her 
Husband, reſolyd to try by fear, to gain 
what ſhe could not obtain by fair means. 
She had obſerv'd this day, that the Duke 
was very uneaſy, that one of his Valet de 
Chambres had come ſeveral times to whi- 
ſper him, and that afterwards the Duke went 
out. He told the Dutcheſs he was go- 
ing to the King, but ſhe, who did not be- 
lieve it, follow'd him, and took care, by the 
diſtance ſhe kept, not to be perceiv d by him; 
ſne obſerv'd, that inſtead of going towards 
the King's Apartment, he directed his Steps 
towards the Park, and walk d ſoftly up the 
Bird-cage Walk, where it was not difficult 
for the Dutcheſs to hide herſelf among the 
Trees. = 


Park from her Royal Highneſs, perceiy d, by 


Mol Rs of the Engliſh Court. 


turn'd into a Walk more retired than the 


reſt, but he perceiv'd a Lady whom by her 
Nature he gueſs d to be his Miſtreſs whom 


he there expected to meet; he made up 
towards this Lady, who was indeed the 
Dutcheſs of 1 —,, and who knew him as 


ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, he not being diſguis d. 


She was willing to know what brought 
him to this place, her Chagreen giving way 
to her Curioſity, ſhe reſolv'd to unfold this 
Myſtery, fo hiding her Face with her Hoods, 
and diſguiſing the Tone of her Voice, What 
do you think, my Lord Duke (aid ſhe to him, 


ſo ſoon as he came up to her) I have expected 


you here this hour. My Counteſs, reply d he 


my Wife hindred my coming ſo ſoon as I would, 


and has entertain'd ſome Chimera in her head, 
which made her refoly'd not to quit me; 1 never 


was ſo perplex'd. When we have an impatient - 


deſire of ſeeing the Object we love, reply'd the 


| Dutcheſs of 24 —, we do not want excuſes 
| of diſengaging from whatever interpoſes. The 
Duke being perſwaded that his Miſtreſs was 
| angry, threw himſelf at her Feet to appeaſe 
her, but ſhe burſting out into a loud Laughter, 
| undeceiy'd him, and made him ſenſible wh 
it was he had entertain'd. I 


The Dutcheſs of B-— ——, who at that 


| diſtance could only ſee and not hear them, 


being at this ſight certain of the Infidelity of 
her Husband, remov'd from whence ſhe was 
hid, and went directly to Whitehall. | 

The Duke of Monmouth going thro' the 


the 


— 
* - 
: 


3% 
5 
5 
F £ 
9 N 4 
: 3 
LE 
# 
= 
kt 
. \ 1 
* 
» - 3 
: 
*.3 
: 
d.. 
l 
+ 
\ 
= 
1 2 
87 
* 
7 4 
7Y 
1-4 
: L's 
4 
© 
v.25 
: 
! 
j 
* 7 
if 
2 
ej 
r 
#3 
+ 
27 
> 
# 
G « 
4 
* 
= 
S 
1 
2 
* 
a 
4 
1 
75 
2 
2 
4 
* 
4 i 
* 
1 
Mg 
= 
7 
— 
ti 
* 
[5 
b 
: 
i 
4 
i 
1 
[ 
: 
| 
. > 
4 
'1 
9 
f 


- Y q * — 
* , 18 * N 5 : 
. > : — 
, . F : 0 
N . _ : 
"EI . 

: x # 

2 * 


1 3 the light of the Moon, a Woman alone, who | 
wo appear d well made, and who to avoid hint 
_ went into another Walk. He was not ſo 
. much taken up with Emilia to be indifferent 
—_—  . * to a new adventure; he therefore follow'd 
—_— - this unknown, with intention to ſpeak to 
_ RR her as ſoon as ſhe was farther advanc'd into 
wy the Park; but ſeeing a Man come up to her, 
be then no longer doubted but it was a Ren- 
WO _ _ _ dezyous, He drew nearer ſoftly, and knew 
. the Cloaths, which were very rich, to be the 
3 Dutcheſs. Never was Man ſo ſurpriz d, and 
_— ttgzis abſolutely deſtroy'd the good Opinion 
| it v he always had of her; and ſince he was ſa- 
=__ | tisfy'd he was not ignorant of his Conduct, 
be believ'd ſhe contriv'd this Revenge for his 
12 In fidelity; he knew then that it was poſlible 
=  - ' to be jealous without love; and had it been 
_ = in another place, the effects of his anger had 
1 been more violenn. | 
* | . He liſten'd with attention to their Con- 
1 verſation, and heard her ſay (in raiſing her 
: j S} 9 Voice) Keep your Council, my Lord, for others, 
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and not for me; I am reſolved to complain to the 
- King of the Duke of Monmouth'r Proceedings; 
—. bad you ſeen what paſs d in her Highneſs's Barge 
1 125 between Emilia and him, and with what Paſſion 
—_  -. be kiſs'd her hand, and the length of their Con- 
| wverſation, you would own he had affronted me, 
and that my patience mould be lookt on as an effect 
of Stupidity. I am going nom to the Kong to ve- 
ſeech him to do me Juſtice. The anſwer the 
Duke of Buckingham return'd to diſſwade her 
from this deſign, ſatisfy'd the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, that it was both the Voice and — 
| | 0 
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of his Friend; his mind was at reſt on one 


: 


fide, but on the other hand he was not with- 


out ſome uneaſineſs. The King had more 


than once commanded him to remove all 
cauſe of Chagreen from his Wife, that 
might be occaſioned by his Gallantries ; 
and he had promiſed to obſerve it ſo well, 
It, 5 5 1 | 

He thought therefore it was his beſt way 
to prevent his Majeſty, and without ſtaying 


to hear any more of their Converſation, he 


went directly to the King's Apartment, 
where he was inform'd his Majeſty was juſt 


Tar retired into his Cloſet with the Dutcheſs 


% 


He had not waited a minute before he ſaw 


her come from thence, her Eyes all red and 
| moiſt with tears. As ſoon as the King per- 


ceiv'd the Duke of Monmouth, and that the 


Dutcheſs of B —— — was retired, there 


(fays he to the Duke) goes an unhappy Mo- 


man, whoſe Husband has no conſideration for 


ber; and ſhould you uſe your Dutcheſs jo, 1 


ſhould never pardon you. | 

Sir, (Reply'd the Duke) on the contrary, 

am come to inform your Majeſty, that T this 
minute left the Dutcheſs of — in the 
Park, in a nightly Rendezyous with a Man J 
know not; and I own to your Majeſty, I had re- 
veng d my ſelf upon the ſpot, had not my juſt re- 


ſent ment given place to the reſpect I owe your Ma- 


jeſty. The King was much ſurpriz d, and 


| having paus'd ſome time, (aid he, Are you : 


certain of what you tell me? She can't ( res 


that his Majeſty ſhould never hear more of 


17 


* 
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18 MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
ply'd the Duke) deny it, when I fhall tell her 
before your Majeſty each circumſtance of their 
Converſation.. | 1 
While he was ſaying this, the Duke of 
Grafton came to whiſper the King, and let him 
know, that the Dutcheſs of — be- 
ſeech'd him to grant her a private Audience. 
This Duke was yet but a Child, but not- 
withſtanding perceiv'd by ſome words that 
the Dutcheſs let fall, that ſhe came to com- 
plain to the King of the Conduct of her Hus- 
band. He did not love the Duke of AMon- 
mouth, tho? he was his Brother, for the Duke 
of Monmouth d eſpis d all the King's Children, 
and pretended to a great difference between 
himſelf and them; this was a ſufficient Mo- 
tive to exaſperate them againſt him, and upon 
all occaſion willingly to declare for theParty 
that oppoſed him. This Reaſon engaged the 
young Duke of Grafton to preſs the King 
for this Audience with the Dutcheſs of —— 
—. The King ordering the Duke of 
Monmouth to attend, went into his Cloſet, 
and the Dutcheſs itollow'd him. 
- The coldneſs with which the King re- 
ceiv d her, ſo contrary to his natural Good- 
neſs and Civility he always expreis'd to La- 
dies, very much ſurpriz d her, and there 
appear d ſomething in him fo cloudy and 
chagreen, as made her very uneaſie. T. 
from yew alone, Sir, (ſaid ſhe to him) Texpet | 
to be delivered from the Misfortunes which overs 
whelm me, by the Tadifference and unkind Uſage 
of the Dake of Monmouth; my patience is quite 
tired out. | 
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1 This contrivance reply d the King, inter- 
Th rupting her) is politick enough: Tou complain | | 
| and appear Jealous, the better to corcealthe Suſpi- g 
ff cions, and avoid the Reproaches of your Husband ? 
m But yon oig ht, by managing better your Affairs, I 
_ to know, that coming your ſelf from a Ren- 
e. des vous, it is not ſo proper a time to accuſe your 
t- Husband. The Dutcheſs was ſo confounded 
at at what ſhe heard, that in ſpite of her Inno- 
n- cence, her confuſion made her ſeem guilty. 
18— She neyertheleſs was not long in recovering 
n- herſelf from her ſurpriſe, and thinking more 
ke on her own Juſtification, than her Com- 
Ny plaiats, proteiting to his Majeſty; that ſhe 
en deſer vd not any Reproach, and that it was 
o- the Duke of Buckingham which ſhe had met 
on in the Park; that ſne had ſtopt him only to 
TY acquaint him with her Wrongs ; and be- 
he ſeech'd his Majeſty to ſend to ind him, and + 
ng that would juſtifie what ne hid told hun. 
— The King, Who always had a good oni- 
of nion of her Virtne, was eakily perivwaded to 
ſet, believe what ſhe ſaid; but „ling alſo to ſa- 
tisfie the Duke of Aonmouth, ne order'd the 

re- Earl of to go into the Park to bring 
od- the Duke of Buckingham to him. 
La- This poor Gentleman found nim, but too 
ere ſoon, and alſo what he little expected, his 
and own Wife with him; ſhe was a great Beau- 

Ti ty at Court, and who till then had fo W.. 
pet manag d her affairs, that very few were ac- 
were WM quainted with the Paſſion the Duke of Buck- 
ſage ingham had for her. It is eaſie to imagine 


jute the ſurpriſe both of the one and the other, 


but the Earl had too much prudence to make 
Thu -2C 3 any 
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20 Mrmonxsof the Engliſh Court. 
enough of his Reſentment, to pretend a be- 
herſelf for being found ſo late with a Man, 


founded, that without ſtaying any longer ini 


of Monmouth; he ſent alſo for the Dutcheſs 4 
of .B —, Who was returnd to her 


this has of a Crime, yet is ſhe altogether Innocent. 


- — —— — — — 
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any diſturbance in the Park, and was Maſter 


lief of what his Wife ſaid, upon this acciden- 
tal meeting in that place, and in excuſing 


ſo handſome and ſo gallant. After which! 

ſhe retired in an unexpreſſible Confuſion. 
The Duke of Buckingham was much di. 

ſturb'd at this unlucky accident, and fo con- 


the Park, he immediatly went to the King, 
and there juſtify'd the Dutcheſs of ——. | 
The King being ſatisfied, call'd the Duke 


Houſe ; and being willing to undeceive and 
ſatisfie all Parties, Jou have reaſon to complain 
of your Lady, (ſaid he, turning to the Duke 
of ) having ſeen her with a Man in 
the Park ;, but notwithſtanding the appearance 


The Dutcheſs of B — has alſo bee 
ſtrangely alarm d; but ſhe ought for the future u 
moderate her Suſpicions; ſince ſhe, as well as th 
Dutcheſs of =, are' convinced by thi 
Adventure, that Appearances are not always ti 
be relyd on. In my Opinion, (continu d the 
King) you ought all to be pleasd at tht 
Troubles you have endur'd, ſince they may ſeri 
for a Remedy againſt Fealouſie,which is the great 
eſt misfortune of a Married Life. 
The Dutcheſs of. was ſo ſurpriz( 
at what happend, that ſhe anſwer d not the 
King, but obſerv'd a melancholy ſilence, _ 


5 which there appear'd more of ſullenneſs than 
ſter temper: But the Dutcheſs of B— 
be. MW 1ov'd ker Husband too well not to be tranſ- 
Jen. ported with Joy, to find herſelf deceiv'd ; 

ſhe flatter d herſelf that he was not ſo un- 
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Aan, faithful to her as ſhe imagined, and ſhe felt | 


hich for him ſuch a return of a ſincere Paſſion in 
. her heart, that had it been anſwer'das well 
\ di. Jon his fide, he would have made her but 
con- ¶ too happy. 3 | 
er in He for his part had ſuch a fecret un- 
ing, eaſineſs and concern for the Counteſs of —, 
that it depriv'd him of the pleaſure he at 
Duke another time would have taken, at the un- 
chess folding of this Adventure. As for the Duke 
her of ormonth , he appear'd better ſatisfied 
and than he really was; for by this he diſcover'd 
plain * watchfulneſs in the Dutcheſs of —, which 
Juke would for the future oblige him to ſuch Mea- 
2 in ſures, as would be difficult for him to confine 
rance©_ himſelf to. The King, impatient to be gone 
cen. to his Miſtreſs, left them, and retired in- 
been to his Apartment. es nod 
e i The two Dutcheſſes went out together, 
4 hand the two Dukes (it being fine weather) 


ei return'd into the Park. What is the matter 
ay with you, (ſaid the Duke of Monmouth to the 
T the Duke of Buckingham ) your looks appear to me 
r tl beavy and melancholy, and you feern to have 
ſer ſomething upon your Spirits that troubles and die 
freu. urbs you. Alas! (reply'd he) in endea- 


veuring to help you, I am ruin'd my ſelf. I went 


iz vor into the Park without deſign, and I muſe own 
it the „, I there expected the Counteſs of mn, 


e, il G3 The 


which 
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i 2% Tue Connteſs of (faid the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, interrupting him) and to meet you! is 
it poſſible ? Toa may believe me, (ſaid the Duke 
of Buckingham) and the reaſon of my concealing 
the paſſion I had for her from you, is not to be im- 
puted to my want of confidence in you, but ſhe be- 
ing nice, and jealous of her Honour, had en- 
gag'd me by a thouſand Oaths never to make 
any Confident whatever, I kept my word with 
her as much as was in my power; ſhe always told 
me, ſhe would be both a Miſtreſs and a Confident 
zo me; deſired me not to betray her to a Friend, 
who would certainly diſcover our affair ; and be 
aſſur d (ſaid ſhe) that if you are faithful to me 
in this, I ſhall. always prefer your Intereſt before 
ny own. Alas! I have done my Duty; and the 
firſt Confident we have had, (will you believe it?) 
was her Husband. Her Husband ! ( ſaid the 
Duke of Monmouth) the. ſame (added the 
Duke of Buckingham.) Fe coming bythe King's 
order to look for me in the Park, found me at his 
Wives Feet : Judge you of our ſurpriſe, or rather 
judge it be poſſible to conceive; and only 
conſider, my Lord, what your. Gallantries have 
bet me. | 
The Duke of Monmouth anſwer'd nothing 
to this, tho? the Duke of Buckingham had 
kept filence for ſome time, but walk'd 
about with a perplext and thoughtful Air. 
Ii it pifſivle ( (aid the Duke of Buckingham) 
that you ſhould be ſo ſenſibly mov'd at my Mis- 
fortunes ] Another (reply'd the Duke of Mon- 
mouth) might perhaps on ſuch an occaſion impoſe 
on yl, but I cannot think of deceiving my beſt 
Friend: No, (continu'd he, your Afiiction does 
| | 7108 


| ard rob her of half her due. It may happen (in- 
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wot at all concern me; for 1 am wholly taken up 


with my own. Know (my Lord) that this 


Counteſs who is ſo very jealous of her Honour | 


and Reputation has [aid the ſame kind things 
to me, ſhe expreſſed to yon; and I thought 
her worthy of my Taclinations, but believed her 
capable of Infidelity. ry. „ 
The Duke of Purkingham was extremely 
ſurprized; What | (cry'd he) are we then Ri- 
vals? Has this Woman Cunning and Falſhood e- 
nough to deceive us; It diſturbs me, 
reply'd the Duke of Monmouth, but I am not 
at all ſurprixed; for ſinee ſhe may imagine that 
we love others beſide her, it does not appear ſtrange 


ta me that ſhe deceive us. Tou are too indulgent, 


ſaid the Duke of Buckingham, and undoubtedly 
you love her much leſs than me, ſince you bear 
with ſo much Tndifference what I cannot think on 
but with Horror. I do my ſelf Juſtice, reply'd 
the Duke of Monmouth, and I cannot believe 
a Woman who merits the Paſſion a Gallant Man 
has for her can patiently ſuffer him to divide it, 


terrupted the Duke of Buckingham) that du- 


ring the time of a long Amour one may ſometimes 


make uſe of a favourable Opportunity when it 
happens in ones way: But it is certain that theſe 
little Treacheries are of noConſequence, and that 
one always returns to the Object beloved, as 
to ones only good. It is for this Reaſon 
that 10 reaſonable Woman ought to ve offended at 
them. I thought (ſaid the Duke of Monmouth) 
that the Laws between them and us onght to be 
equal, and that the Priviledge we aſſume to our 
ſelves of engaging from time to time in nem In 

4 trages, 
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© qrigues oa Condition to return at laſt to our firſt 
5 Amour, is a Trick we put upon them, which ne. 

| ver reliſhes well with them, and which they muſt 
certainly return to the purpoſe when they find occa- 
fron. Tou would infer then ( reply'd briskly 
the Duke of Buckingham) that the Counteſs of 
nn has done well in deceiving us, and that 
we ought both to thank her for the Trouble 
ſhe has taken about it, "No, ſaid the Duke of 
Monmouth, I ſhould not conclude in that manner, 
for it diſtracts me to find my ſelf fooled by a Per- 
fon J eſteemed even more than I lov d, and whom 
T have lovwd fo long: But yet I cannot but think 
ſhe would have been faithful to either of us, had 
either of us been conſtant to her. Good God! 
(ſaid the D. of Buckingham) was 7 not conſtant, or 
did ] love any one but her? But yet 1 am ſuch aweak 
Fool, added he, that I cannot forbear being uneaſy 
for fear of any Misfortune that may happen to her, 
Her Huband's Moderation appear'd to me more 
fuſpicicus, and troubles me more than if he had 
reſented it in the moſt violent manner. Come, 
come, ( replied the Duke of Monmouth) let 
us endeavour to aſſiſt her, and not look upon ont 
another as Rivals. Alas! (cried the Duke of 
Buckingham ) what can we do in a Buſmeſs of 
this Nature? We ſhall never ſee her more. 
They continued walking while they were 
thusdiſcourſing,wyhen the Duke of Monmouth 
perceived ſomething ſhining on the Ground, 
ne went and toc k it up, and finding it to be 
Tablets ador ned with Diamonds, addreſſed 
himſelf to the Duke of Buckingham, Have you 
not, {aid he, a Curioſity to ſee what theſe Tablets 
contain? One muſt be then (anſwered the D. x 
IJuc 2 


e you 
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D. ol 
Luc he 


Memo IRS of the Engliſh Court. 
Buckingham) the moſt careleſs and moſt coquet of 
Mankind; for ny part I have other Thoughts in 


my Head. I will keep them ( faid the Duke 
of Monmouth, ſmiling at his Friend's Cha- 
grene) and if I find any thing in them worth your 


Knowledge, I promiſe to communicate it to you. I 
deſire nothing of you at preſent, reply'd the 
D. of Buckingham, but a Hiſtory of your Amours 
with the Counteſs of It is too late, ſaid 


the Duke of Monmouth, to begin nom; but to 


morrom, if you pleaſe, Twill ſatisfy you. The 


D. of Buckingham thank d him for his Com- 


plaiſance, and each retired to his Apartment. 

Notwithſtanding the little Concern and 
Careleſneſs the Duke of Monmouth ex- 
preſſed, yet was he ſenſibly touch'd with the 
Infidelity of the Counteſs of He thought 


himſelf the only Perſon beloy'd, and in this 
Opinion was fo well ſatisfied with her, that 
he found it no eaſy matter to bring himſelf to 


a Belief of what had happened; he reflected 


upon all her Charms, and never thought her 


ſo beautiful, as at this Moment; but theſe 
Reflections made him only more ſenſible of 
his loſing her : Yet as he was not apt (by his 
natural Temper) to lay any thing to Heart, 
he remember'd himſelf of the Tablets he had 
fonnd, hoping to find in them what might 
either amuſe or divert him, he there read 
theſe Ward. 5 


Do not upbraid your ſelf with the Ureaſmeſs | 
you have given me ? And is it poſſible, that after 


having flattered me with a Preference ſomewhat 
particular, that you could take ſuch Pleaſure in 
entertaining the Duke of Monmouth, = even 

| he fore 


25 


8 * * * R . 8 We rn 9 9 * 
R 1 ; F. 
p 25 7 


26 MEMOI RSH the Engliſh Court. 
before my Face? Think not to excuſe your ſelf by 
telling me I at the ſame time was in Converſation 
with my Lady — · You know the Caſe is dif- 
ferent, and that I am obliged to keep ſome mea- 
ſures with her, when you for your part have no 
P Pretence for engaging my Rival. If you wiſh not 
m Death, appoint where I may ſee and entertain 
you in private. | | | 
TheDuke ſoon perceived theſe Tablets be- 
longed to the Earl of A—z, and that the 
| Billet was directed to Emilia: But the fol- 
| lowing Lines writ under the firſt, abſolute- 
ly confirm'd him. 5 | 
Complain not of me, my Lord, when you have 
| 4 to ſuſpett my Heart; if Thad any Com- 
plaiſance for the Duke of Monmouth, :, was out 
of a politick Deſign, in which I conſulted moſt 
your Advantage: For I was willing to divert the 
Suſpicions of the jealous Lady ., and give 
her ſome Reaſon to ſurmiſe 1 preferred another be- 
fore you. 1 cannot meet you till to Morrow Ebe- 
ning, and then in the Gallery at the end of the 
ueen's Apartment I ſhajl expect you. Fail not. 
This Infidelity of Emilia almoſt diſtracted 
the Duke of Monmouth: Was it not ſufficient, 
{aid he, to know that the Counteſs of lod 
the D. of Buckingham, hut muſt I alſo at the * 
time find that a Girl I love is ſo inclinable to 
; facrifice me to the Earl of An, who, tho" tis 
7 true, loved her firſt; yet had I flatter d my ſelf 
with being able to oblige her to prefer me before 
him, He found in his Mind a thouſand De- 
ſigns to revenge himſelf, and with theſe Re- 
folutions went to Bed, without being in a 
Condition of taking any reſt. f | 
- This 
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This Night ſeem'd to him to be dedicated 


to Troubles and Afflictions: The Counteſs 


of , as ſoon as ſhe got to her Houſe, 


called one of her Women, in whom ſhe put 

the greateſt Confidence, Ay poor Eſther, ſays 
ſhe to her, I am undone; ſuch an Accident bas 
happened to me this Evening, gd unlucky and ſo 
cruel my) it is paſt Imagination. My Husband 


juſt now has ſeen me in the Park with the'D. of 
Buckingham: His Moder atiqn.and aſfected C alm 


neſs threaten and foretell the 775 of Misfortunes. 
Good God! added the, WF ſhall I do to deli- 
ver my ſelf from them? You, ought, Madam, 


ſaid Efthe-, without deferrin? a moment, go to 
your Siſters, and by that means avoid the firſt 
motions of your Husband's Paſſion, which are al- 
always the moſt dangerous. But what Pretence, 


ſaid the Counteſs, can I male [or going out fo 
late? Would not that be confeſſi 
ſhould J not be confounded and: 


CrmbilofB-mith 


Shame? When danger is ſonear, reply'd E ther, 


give me leave to tell you, one muſb not beſo [cru 


puloys. Your Siſter, Madam, will adviſe you, and 


be as tender of your Reputation as of her own. But 


what ſhall ] jay to the Duke of Monmouth, re- 
ply'd the Counteſs, when he cames to be : ac 
quainted with what has happened ? Will he not be 
my greateſt Enemy? He never has loved you well 
enough, Madam, anſwered Eſher, to hate you, 
and if you continue longer theſe unneceſſary Refle- 


(ons, my Lord will return, and it will be then 


too late to eſcape his Anger, 
TheCounteſs went from her Chamber to FR 


Stair-Caſe, but as ihe was deſcending, and juſt | 


going into her N Husband appeared. 
She 


g. Crime, and 
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She ſeemed not at all confus'd,' but told him 
her Sifter was not well, and had ſent to de- 
tire her to come to her. It did not appear 
whether he believed her or not ; he ſeem'd - 
unconcerned, and only faid it was too late 
for her to range the Streets, and that an able 
Phyſician would comfort her Siſter better; 
| and then with a Chagrene Look which ſeem'd 
= do forbade Miſchief, ordered her to re- 
5 turn with him to her Chamber. 
So ſoon as ſhe was in her Chamber, he told 
her the King had ordered him the next 
Morning to go down into Pembrokeſhire to 
compoſe ſome Diſorders there, and that he 
intended to take her down with him: It is 
 Impoſlible to expreſs the Surprize this cauſed 
In her; ſhe told him ſhe believed *twas ſome 
Riſing, and that ſhe ſhould be always in Fears, 
to be among diſaffected Perſons. He told her 
he would ſoon qualify all things. She added 
it was yet too ſoon, and too hot, to go 
into the Country: He promiſed to provide 
cool Apartments for her. She anſwered, ſhe 
ſhould infallibly fall ſick; he reply di we have 
good Phyſicians there. She ſtill inſiſted how 


1 | much*twould impair her Health : He deſired 
3 her not to trouble her ſelf. And in fine, all 
= her Reaſons were uſeleſs ; he let her know, 
= | that withont troubling her ſelf with more 
. evaſions, it was his Pleaſure, and that it was 


her Duty willingly to obey, becauſe he would 
depart at break of Day. 
Tho' the Duke of Buckingham was igno- 
rant of this miſchievous Determination, yet 
was he no leſs uneaſy and perplext _ 755 

| | OUIC 
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Houſe. He found his Wife on his coming 


home in his Chamber where ſhe had ſtaid ex- 


pecting him; ſhe flew into his Boſom, and 
throwing her Arms about his Neck, (which 
added to his Chagreen) ſhe proteſted ſhe 
could not have ſlept, had ſhe not ſeen him 


before ſhewent to Bed; that ſhe was willing to 


- excuſe her ſelf for what had happened 


in his Majeſty's Cloſet, and to own her 


ſelf in the wrong; but if he would 
only conſider the Cauſe of her Complaints, 
it would incline him to love her more. He 
agreed to whatever ſhe ſaid, that ſhe might 


the ſooner return to her Chamber: He told 
her he feared her ſitting up ſo late would in- 


diſpoſe her, and that he was too much con- 
cern'd for what might prejudice her Health 
to ſuffer it, and ſo almoſt whether ſhe would 
or no waited upon her to her Chamber. He 
fancied himſelf quit of her, and was pleaſing 
himſelf with this Imagination, when he per- 
ceived her returning after him. One of her 
Pages laying up a Hungary Water Bottle had 
by chance let it fall by the Bed-ſide, and the 

Smell of it was fo ſtrong, or rather the 
Dutcheſs made this ſo good a Pretence, that 
| ſie came to deſire the half of her Husband's 


Bed, which he could not well refuſe her, 


whatever Inclination he might have to the 
contrary, _ 
On the other hand, my Lady ——, in go- 
ing out of her Highneſs's Barge, not able 
any longer to withold her Grief, feign'd an 
Indiſpoſition, that ſhe might remove to her 
Apartment, and there give Liberty to 3 
Tears 
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Tears ſhe had with ſo muchTroubleconfin'd. 
Shame and Anger to be ſo much concern'd 


for an ingrateful Man, added much to her Affli- 
ctions. Shall I not overcome this Paſſion, ſaid ſhe, 
to the Counteſs of F. , who was her in- 
timate Friend, and whom ſhe had ſent for? 
love a Traitor who knows not hom to value my 


heart; he leaves me for Emilia, tho ſhe cares 


not for him, and has ſacrific d him to the Duke 
of Monmouth. Tes Madam, continu'd ſhe, 
the Earl of A. has ſeen my grief and un- 
eaſineſs with a barvarons Trdifference, he has 
made me a Witneſs of hu Treachery, and yet I 
per ſiſt as it were to determine againſt my own 
Eyes, and to love him in ſpight of ſo many rea- 


ſons I have to hate him, and by this weakneſs 


make my ſelf the moſt unſortunate Creature in 
the World. „ 

The Counteſs of F was extremely 
pleas'd at what her Friend had told her; A. 
laſt (ſaid ſhe) you perceive, what 1 have ſeen 
long ſince; and I begin to hope your pride and diſ- 
dain will overcome this paſſion: For is it not a 
deſpicable thing, that you who are Miſtreſs of ſo 
much wit and merit, ſhould be always fool'd by 
this Earl of A———n. Alu! cry'd my La- 
dy -—  ( ſhedding a torrent of Tears) am 
F Miſireſs enough of my ſelf to avoid it? You 
ſpeak like a Woman who knows not what it is to 


love, and who 15 gnor ant that its power is the 


moſt tyrammical of all the Paſſions, Let us talk 


no more of what you ought to an to cure your ſelf 


anſwer'd the Counteſs of , embra- 
cing her) but at leaſe, my dear Lady, promiſe 
me to make advantaze of thoſe Leſſons of Inaiffe= 


Fence | 
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rence the Earl of A———n gives you: I ſhall 
not forget them, reply'd ſhe, 2% I cannot pro- 


poſe to my ſelf the tranquility I deſire: But if I 
Foul ffillbe ſo weak a3 wotto be capable of baniſh- 
ing him from my heart, Iſhall yet have pride enough 


to keep it ſecret from him, and reſentment enough 
to revenge my ſelf en my Rival, and to let her 


fer, that the affronting of a Woman of my Birth | 


and Character, will not long remain unpuniſh'd. 
1 underſtand yon, reply'd the Counteſs of 


F; you reſolve entirely to diſpoſe your ſelf to 


torment Emilia. Oh! my dear Lady (con- 
tinued ſhe) how much a ſtranger are you to that 
temper of mind I could wiſh you. The Conver- 


ſation had continued longer, had it not been 
interrupted by one, who came to acquaint 


the Counteſs,that theQueen had ask'd for her. 
Ihe Earl of 4 7, among all thoſe 
have already mention'd, was the only Per- 
ſon free from uneaſineſs and chagreen ; the 
anſwer he had receiv'd from Emilia in his 
Tablets, entirely ſatisfyd, and compos'd 
him; for he knew not as yet that he had 
dropt them in the Park. 


The Amorous and Jealous Duke of Mon- 
mouth, wholly employ'd his Thoughts on 
diſappointing the Earl of A of his a- 


greeable Rendezvous; and reſolved to en- 
gage my Lady to be one of the Party. 
He went early to her Houſe, and when he 
{aw her, perceiv'd in her Eyes a certain lan- 
guiſhing Air, which made her appear fo ve- 
ry charming, that had he not fear d diſplea- 
{ing ber, he had certainly in this moment 
defired her for ever to have forgot the Eart 


4 Ka 
*;jL 


31 


1 
K „„ 
— 


r . Fünen 
Nee WI . 


4 
1 / 
5 
= 
$ 

WS 
,*" 
! 
C 

$ 


| Rendezvous. Go you, Madam, into the Gal- 
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of A——7, and to have accepted of him in 
his place. <=. „ „ 
Our Intereſts ought, Madam, ſaid he, (en- 


tring her Chamber) to be common, and we are 


both of us fool'd by Perſons who deſerve not our 
Conſideration. T underſtand you, my Lord, re- 


- ply'd ſhe, you ſpeak f the Seene afted V eſter- 


day in her Royal Flighneſs's Barge; I muſt own 
Iplay d but a very indifferent part in it, and it is 
not without bluſhing I hear it mentioned. Is it 
poſſible (ſaid the Duke) that a Man for whom you 
have ſo particular an Eſicem, can have jo much 
ingratiude and ill nature? He engeauonrs ſtill to 


"deceive me, added ſhe, by a thouſand Proteſta- 


tions, which have now uo eſfect upon ine: For 


example, what did he not ſay to me Yeſterday? 
My accuſing him with loving Emilia, was, in his 


opinion, doing him wrong; and injuſtice in me, for 


believing my own Eyes, the faithful Witneſſes of 


it. But (continued ſhe ſmiling ) I am not 
ſo eaſily deceived. I am à ſtranger to what you 
tell me, ſaid the Duke; but theſe Tablets Ma- 
dam, which chance has put into my hands, may 
confirm my juſt Suſpicions, and convince him of 
Ingratitude. Tneed not (ſaid ſhe, taking them 
after a ſcornful manner) I need not more proof 
to per ſwade me of his Treachery. 


She read the two Letters, and chang'd co- 
lour ſeveral times in reading them; ſhe then 


return'd the Tablets to the Duke, without 


having power to ſpeak, except with her 
Eyes, which expreſs'd themſelves intelligi- 
bly enough. Let us not loſe this opportunity 
(ſaid he to her) of diſturbing this agreeable 
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| lery, and perſonate there Emilia, and draw from 
his own Mouth an ac nomledgment of his Infide- 


ty; while I for my part will take care of the reſt. 
She had much ado to reſolve upon this un- 
dertaking, ſhe well knew ſhe was neither 
deſired nor expected by the Earl of An; 


ſhe dreaded alſo being ſurpriz'd with him 
by ſome one, who would perhaps put an ill 


conſtruction on it; but all theſe Reaſons gave 
place to the Intreaties and Reaſous of the 


WM Duke of Monmouth ; ſhe pleas'd her ſelf, that 


ſhe ſhould be able to convince the Earl of 
An of Infidelity, and retolv'd abſolute- 
ly to break with him, and treat him with 
diſdain and contempt. She then promis'd 
the Duke not to fail meeting in the Gallery, 


land he being aſſur'd of her going, went to 


the King, to know how he deſign'd to di- 

vert himſelt that day. 7 
He was then inform'd that the King in- 

tended to hunt, and that the Earl of 


was one whom his Majeſty had order'd to 


attend him: After this the Duke went home, 


Wand counterfeiting as well as he could the 


Earl of A ns Character, from ſome Let- 
ters he had of his, he writ the following 
Lines in the Tablets be had found. 

* I cannot go into the Gallery without 
* Paſſing by the Queens Chamber, who | 
* fear may ſtop me and engage me at play. 
* 1 think therefore it would be better to 
meet in the little Apartment of the Prin- 


C ” 
celS ; you can come there unobſer- 


q 


ved, and at my return from Hunting! 


will with all haſt wait on you there. 


The Duke of Monmouth order'd ons of his 
> - D 3 N Falet 
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Valet de Chambres, who was not known to E- 
milia, to find out ſome way of giving theſe 
Tablets to her, as from the Earl of 4. 

He return'd preſently to the King, and on 

the Stairs met the D. of Buckingham going 

down in a hurry, upon ſome affair that re- 

wired extraordinary haſt; he conſider d 

whether it were proper to ſtop him, but at 

laſt running after him, and taking him by the 

Arm, Where are you going, ſaid he, my Lora, 

in ſuch extraordinary haſt? Read this Note my 

Lord, (anſwer'd the D. of Buckingham,) which 

I juſt now receiv'd from the Counteſs of , 

and then judge if I haue not reaſon: The Duke 
of Monmouth then read theſe words: 

© You may eaſily comprehend my Affli- 

e Ction, when I ſhall tell you, my Husband j 

. © deſigns to carry me down into Perbroke- i 

* ſire; and that my Tears and Prayers 

have had no power over him: What will 

you do, my Lord, to ſtop this Journey ſo 

<* fatal to my repoſe, if not my life? Con- 

© {ult your heart, tis that alone will furniſh | 

* you with means, which my condition will 

not permit me to conceive. - 

The Duke of Monmouth return'd the Duke 

of Pckingham his Letter. Her misforrunes ſaid M + 

he, ſenſibly affects and moves me, notithatand- 0 

ing the cauſe I have to compiain of her; but n 

cannot aſſiſt her in ſo nice an affair, and Iadviſ: _ 

you to let this matter take its natural courſt. T 

Heav'n defend me, (cry d theD.of Buckingham) ri. 

is ſaſſicient that ſhe deſires my help; and I wil it 

* aſſiſt her. Tou intend then to turn Knight Er- th 

rant, (ſaid the Duke of Monmouth?) Ian ge 

3 not ſo Chymerical as that, interrupted the D. + 

| N : Buch 
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Buckingham, but 1 cannot with patience ſee jour 
indiſference for a Woman, who not four and 

twenty hours ago you e d you. And then 
I fear'd the contrary, reply'd the Duke of 
Monmouth; my thoughts which have been ſo 
much dleceitꝰ d in ſo material Point, have works 
ed out their own cure, | 
I have been deceiv'd as well as you, and per- 
haps more (reply'd the D. of Buckingham, ſmi- 
ling > but ſhe bas ftill an invincible Power over 
me; whether it be generofi ty, or love, or both, 1 
cannot tell; Tam reſolv d to deliver her from the 
hands of be Husband, Yon are going te make 
a terrible diſturbance, reply'd the D. of Man- | 
mouth; let me conſider what is beſf to be _ | 
The B. of Buckingham returnd no anſver ; N 


/ Es gt ole FP: le 


Q ww 


— 
d And the Duke of 242m9ch after having 5 ö 
'- WW ſome time conſider d on ways and means the | 
sf moſt prafticable, Xs biene 55 19 be li, laid — 
ll } 


| the Duke of Monmonth : 5 £9 my Lord, 2%, ana 
(0 | conjure the King to aſſiſt peu; he is too Gallant, 
N- By a7, too G enerous to refuſe jou. 

1h TheD. of Buckinohan approyv'd of this expe- 
il dient, and went ap directly to theKing's Bed- 
chamber, and defired a moments Audience. 
As ſoon as he was alone with the King, he 
nid related to his Majeſty the whole adventure 
14. of the Rendezvous he had in the Park, the 


r 1 misfortune of being ſurpriz d by the Earl of f 
fe . He then ſhew'd the Counteſs's Letter 
rſe. The King chang 'd colour ſeveral times d dos 
2 ring this relation, and the Duke perceiving | 


wil it, was quite confounded, and began to fear 
Er- that he ſhould find in the King a more dan- 
ang gerous Rival, than in the Duke of Monmouth. 
of 2 the King had for ſome time kept ſi- 
ch | D 2 lence 


%% 
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lence, 7 ſurpriſes me, ſaid he, that the Conn- 
teſs of « ſhould not have adareſſed her ſelf 


to me, rather than to jou, in deſiring protection 


from the ill nature of her Husband ; but ſhe has 


her Reaſons to conceal from me her Conduct and 


Affairs, The D.of Buckinoham having had | 
the honour of being brought up with the | 


King, had fo agreeably inſinuated himſelt 


into his Majeſty's Favour and Intriegues, that 


he took a greater liberty of Speech in his 
Converſation with the King, than any other 
Perſon belonging to the Court. vn 
Comceal not your thoughts from me, Sir, ſaid 
he to him; for J already penetrate into them, and 
this contributes to make me compleatly nuſerable : 
Ton love the Counteſs, and you are diſpleas'd and 
jealous at our Rendezvous inthe Park; but this 18 
a matter too important to permit of time to eæ- 


amine nom, whether ſhe had reaſon or no of her 


fide, Stop her departure, Sir, and think only 


f that. Oh! the Tvgrate, (cr yd the King, 
fetching a profound Sigh) he was then filent Þ 
tor ſome time, and ſeem'd to conſider ; at- 
ter which, No, (continu d he) (he deſerve: 


neuther my Anger nor Protection: Je have no- 


thing more to do with her, nor will I have you 


ſpeak any more of her, The Duke was amazd 
and thunder- ſtruck; he perceiv'd the King 
was entirely poſſeſt with a juſt Indignation, 
which would not ſuffer him to be any ways 
aiding or aſliſting to his Miſtreſs ; he there- 
tore reſpectfully withdrew from his Majeſty's 

Cloſet. EA 
He found the Duke of Monmouth, who 
waited for him in the Guard-Chamber ; be 
pais'd by him, and tcok no notice 9 
all 
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and went down Stairs : The Duke was ſur- 
priz'd cat this, but overtaking him, ask'd 
him what he had concluded with the King? 
I have made a new Blunder, (ſaid he briskly 
to him) and all by your Council; for you are 
unlacky to me in my Intreagues: The King loves 
the Counteſs, and I have acquainted him with 
my Paſſion ;, imagine then how unfortunate I am. 
Laſt night I found you to be my Rival, and this 
morning know the King to be ſo too And yet the 
Infidelity and Treachery of my Miſtreſs, is ſo ie 
from allaying the violence of my Paſſion, that it 
rather increaſes, and ſcems as if I alone was de- 
ſtin d to commit extrauvagances for a Woman 
that deſerves to be hated and deſpiſed by me. 
As the Duke of Monmouth was prepar'd 


| to tell him, that we never lov'd more than 


when weare in likelihood of being the ob- 
ject beloved, he was inform'd the King want- 
ed him. Will you ſtay here for me, ſaid he to 
the D. of Buckingham, perhaps the buſineſs the 
King has ſent to me about may be for your advan» 
tage? I ſhall loſe time, reply'd he, the Coun- 
tefs is gone before this, aud I muſt follow her. 
What ! cry'd the Duke of Monmouth, would 
you take her away by force! I know not what 1 


| ſhall do (added the D. of Buckingham) but fol- 


low her I will. You are going upon an unadvisd 
and indiſcreet Affair; interrupted the Duke 
of Monmouth; refuſe not the ſtaying here for 


| me, and I will return in a moment. The D. of 


Buckingham turning into a low and dark Gal 
lery which had ſeveral Apartments, belonging 
to the Officers, vere, ſaid he, Ii expect you, 
The Duke of Monmouth haſten'd to the 
King; he was inform'd he was in his 
| „„ Cloſet, 


— 
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Cloſet, - he entred ſoftly and perceiv'd 
his Majeſty leaning on his: Elbows, in a 
thoughtful poſture, who hearing ſome noiſe, 
turn'd himſelſ towards the Door and ſaw-the 
Duke. Cums hither James (for ſo he often 
call'd him) and anſwer me. what I demand,with- 
out heſ tation; it is concerning the Counteſs of 
The Duke of Monmouth doubted not 
but that his Majeſty was appriſed of the Paſ- 
ton he had for this Lady. Sir, ſaid he, you 
demand of me an ingeninr Confeſſ on of my In- 
clinations for her Towe too much reſpett to your 
Majeſty, not to be ſincere: It is true therefore 
that I have lov'd her, and ſhould not I believe 
have been hated, had Tbeen more aſſiduous and 
conſt ant in my Addreſſes. The King was ſur- 
1 | priz'd at this unexpected Confe ſſion, and 
iN looking gravely, Finiſh, ſaid he, what the 
c Duke of Buckingham. has begun, 
| The Duke found, but too o laten bis! im pru- 
dence in anſwering 'the King, hefore be: was 
{atisfied what he intended to ask him; and 
his thoughts were ſo perplex'd and troubled, 
and fo much diſorder'd, that he had not | 
power to anſwer any thing. 5 
The King then breaking flew 6 4 bad 
choſe you for a Confident of ny Afi#ions, cry'd 
he; I would have told you, that I had 2 Paſs 
{io 1 was aſham' d of, ſince no Lover ever was 
more e, de than me; that I loud the 
Counteſs of with ſo diſcreet a Paſſion, that . 
Having 22 vd her defires for having it an in- 4 
nr Secret, I had taken all poſſible care to ] 
conceal my love, and was ſatisfied in diſcovering” 4 
only to her the violence of my Paſſion: I expetied + 
Phat time would make me happy in deſerving'a e. 


Bleſ- 
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Bleſſ ns which I would have had omnag only to my er” 


care, and her acknowledgment. She cunningly 
| avoided giving me the leaſt encouragement, and 
tho my heart could but ill brook this uſage, yet 
was it no ſmall ſatisfattion to me to find ſo vir- 
tuous a Woman, My Eſteem encreas'd my Paſ- 
ſion; but in truth, I have been the Bubble of 
this Intreague; ſince you, and Buckingham have 
triumph*d with ſucceſs, while I have languiſh d 
and ſigh d without complaint. 

The Duke of Monmouth having recover'd 
himſelf, anſwered with a reſpeful Look, that 
the Affair he had with the Counteſs, ought 
not to trouble his Majeſty, fince he 
would never ſee her more. When one begins 
to love the Son, interrupted the King, it z ſel- 


dom one returns tu dhe Father; I ſhouid be much 


in the wrong ſhonld I think it; and I mu$t own 
(continu'd he) 7 look on the D. of Buckingham 
as a Rival much leſs to be feared, for we arenear 
of the ſame" Age; but ſor you it is quite otherwiſe. 
nom not, Teply'd the Duke, what 7 might 
have expected from the Counteſs ; but I know 
well, Sir, that it is a fortune I have long ſince 
neglected. That is your fault, and not bers, 
faid the King; ſhe 15 not, in my opinion, either 
more innocent or more excuſable ;, ſhe has fecei- 
ved me by a thouſand Artifices, nevertnelejs I 
pity her misfortune; for her Husband is going 
to confine her in the Country. What wil! ſhe do 
there? She will never get there three ſuch Lovers 
45 ſhe leaves behind her at Whitehall. Go, 


James, Go, 1 give yon orders to ſend the Guam: 


and bring her back, and acquaint her Husband, 
that it is my Pleaſure he return, and that ] have 
oecaſion for him here. 


D 4 . 


— 
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The Duke immediatly left the King, well 
pleas'd with his Commiſſion, and went to 
find out the D. of Buckingham in the Gal- 
lery, where he expected him: He walk'd 
ſome time without ſeeing him, bat at laſt 
perceiv'd him ſtooping and liſt 'ning at a 
Door. As ſoon as he ſaw the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, he made a ſign to him to come to him 
without making, any noiſe ; when he was 
near enough, I know not, ſaid he, (whiſper- 
ing) whether I dream or am well awake, but 1 
ſwear I hear the voice of our Counteſs. Tou are 
fo full of her, reply'd the Duke of Monmouth, 
that you believe you always hear her. I will be | 
judg d by your ſelf, added the Duke of Buck- | 
ing ham, do but liſten, _ 5 

The Duke of Monmouth heard preſently a 
Womans voice, which ſaid, Alas!“ my Lord, 
the timely help you have given me, is not enough, 
for I find my circumſtances more cruel and em- 
parraſs'd than ever, what will become of me? 
and what will not they ſay of me at Court, for an 
adventure fo extraordinary as mine? Trouble | 
net your ſelf Madam, (ſaid he to whom ſhe 
had ſpoke) you are in à place of ſafety, and 
mhere you are Miſtreſs; the Marqueſs of =—- 
knows not what uſe we make of his Apart- 
ment; nor will he return till the King comes 
from Hunting: In the mean time I will find out 
ſome private and convenient Houſe ;, after which 
you may take ſuch meaſures as you think proper, 
towards a reconciliation with your Husband. But 


n, (added he, in a paſſionate Voice) 
dare 1 att you, what will become of me ? will you 
always uſe me with ſo much rigour ? and will ngt 
the Service I have now done you, deſerve ſome- 
thing from you? 


ey 
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J am not in a condition to anſwer you, my Lord, 
(ſaid the Counteſs of - , for it was real- 
ly her) and you ought not to ask me ſuch que- 
ions, at a time I have ſo much occaſion for you; it 
is detracting from your G eneroſity, and myNiceneſs. 
Ah! Madam, ſaid the Lord, (fetching a 
deep ſigh)the reſpect andlove] have always ſhewn 


you, has been evident enough; but you have 


flighted my Paſſion ,, and "notwithſtanding the 


violence yon have done your ſelf in concealing 
om me your Inclinations, yet have I penetrated 
into them. But i at laſt you admit me to no 
place in your favour, 1 ſhall yet have the ſad com- 
fort to ſay, have fail d in nothing inreſpett to we 
He added ſome other words, which the 


D. of Monmouth, and Buckingham could not 


well hear, becauſe perceiving him to be juſt 
coming out, they had retired to the head 
of a private Staircaſe, which belong'd to 
my Lady F-—Ps Apartments. N 
They might eaſily from this place ſee who 
it was went out of the Chamber: They ſaw 
it was my Lord — . The Duke of Mon- 
mouth could not forbear ſaying to the D. of 
Buckingham, (ſmiling) Behold another Rival; 
but after what we have beard him ſay, I believe 
he is not much to be fear d. 
He then gave the D. of Buckingham an ac- 


count of his Converſation with the King, 


and the order he had receiv' d for the bring- 
ing back the Counteſs. Ah my dear Friend, 
{aid theD,of Buckingham yon may do me a moſt 
particular Service Jon have the Key of the 
Marqueſs of = Chamber. It is true, reply 'd 
the Duke of Monmouth; being Captain of the 
Guards, I have the Keys of the Chambers of gs 

| | the 
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"os Lieutenants, in caſe of any Orders in the 


| Night, that I may the more readily go to them. 


For Godſale, continu'd the D. of Buckingham, 
lend it me, and I will take the advantage of this 
moment to ſee the Counteſs, Should "the King 
know. it, ( ſaid the Duke of Monmouth it 
would he ſufficient to make me loſe his favor. 


Who ſhall acquaint himmith it, interrupted the 


D. of Buckingham? Should 7 betray you. after 
hating been fo much oblig d to you No, ſaid 
the Duke of Honmenth, "It muſt not be you, but 


it may be my Lord . He caunot divine, 


(added the D. of Buckingham, ſmiling) and 
otherwiſe cannot imzagine that I ſhould happen to 

come in this moment into this Gallery, and that 
you ſhould there truſt me with your Key. Nay, 


he muft do more than divine, reply d the Duke 


of Monmouth, to imagine I ſhould neglect mak- 
ing uſe of this opportunity for my ſelf, and to 
grant it to you, when I know you to be my Rival. 
Were you not well cured of this Paſſion, inter- 
rupted the D. of Buckingham, I ſhould rather 
die than deſire ſuch a Sacrifice from you; but 
jr om you pour ſelſʒ know the condition of your dv. 

The Duke gave him the Key conditional- 
ly, not to make uſe of it till the King was 
gone a Hunting. 

As ſoon therefore as the D. of Backinghans 


| had ſeen the King take Horſe, he ran to the 


Gallery with the utmoſt Concern, a thou- 
ſand different Thoughts imploy'd his Mind; 
he went to find out a Woman he tenderly 
loy'd, but he was jealous of her, and even 
almoſt hated her, when he reflected upon 
the number of her Admirers, and that per- 
haps ſhe had facrificd him to them. Taken 
up 
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up with theſe different Reflections, he ad- 
vanced in the Gallery, fometimes walking 


flow, ſoinetimes faſt ; his Thoughts jar d, 


and he was ſtrangely diſorder d. 
The Dutcheſs of · 3 having ſpent part 
of the Morning with the Counteſs of F—/, 


deſcended the little Staircafe coming into 
the Gallery, and there perceiv'd her faith- 


leſs Husband. She did not doubt, ſince he 
followed not the King a Hunting, but he 
had ſome Intreague, and ſhe therefore ſtopt 
at the Door at the bottom of the Stair- caſe. 
She percetv d then, that he open d the 
Mar queſs of —— Lodging; and went 
into them: She following him ſoftly, and 
{topping firſt at the Door, conſidering whe- 
ther ſhe had beſt knock, obſerv'd that it was 


not quite: ſhut ; Well. pleas d with this acci- 


dent, ſhe ſlipt into the Chamber. 

The D. of Buckingham, taken up entirely 
with his Paſſion, had forgot to take the Key 
aut of the Door; the Windows of this lite 
tle Apartment were ſhut, the Counteſs had 
taken this precaution when ſhe enter'd, fea- 
ring to be perceiv'd. There was a Cloſet on 
one ſide of the Chamber; the Duke not ſee- 


ing the Counteſs in the Chamber, went into 


the Cloſet: The Dutcheſs of B not 
knowing where to hide herſelf, laid herſelf 
on.the Bed, the Curtains being dra vn: ſhe 
thought ſhe ſhould die with chagreen and 
grief which this imprudent Curiofity had 
given her. 

One could ſee better in the Cloſet than in 


the Chamber: The Counteſs no ſooner {aw 
the Duke, but ſhe sxream'd out; Whar, my 
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Lord, cry'd ſhe, i it you? and dare you appear 


before me, after having refusd me the help I de- 


ſired and expected only from you, and which I 
wiſh'd with ſo much eagerneſs? I was as careful 
to conceal my retreat from you, as from my Huſ- 
band, and wonder at the indiſcretion of my Lord 
t, in diſcovering it to you. ns 

Were you leſs unfortunate, or had I lefs 
zeal for you, Madam, reply d the Duke of 
Buckingham, I ſhould have greater reaſon to 
complain than you: I have neglected nothing on 
this accaſion that might be of peculiar Service. I 
was juſt ready to mount on Horſeback to follow you, 


and ſnatch you from your unworthy Husband,and 


to expoſe my ſelf to my Wives Fealouſic, and 
perhaps to the greateſt Troubles, when chance 
diſcover d to me that you were in theſe Cham- 
bers. Tes, faithleſs as you are, continu'd he, 
Jpight of my Rivals, and the care you take to 
keep them conceal d; ſpight of your Infidelity, 
and my juſt Reſentment, I love you ſtill and with 
ſo much Paſſion, as to be tranſported with this 
Happineſs of finding you. es 
I could not think, reply'd briskly the Coun- 
teſs, that you would add new Aſflictions to thoſe 
which already overwhelm me, ſince tis you alone 


Have been the cauſe of this my deplorable Conai- 
tion. Was there a Woman at Court had more 


Keputation, or was leſs enviedtill that unhappy Af- | 


ſignation in which I was diſcover d with you? 


*Tis for you I ſuffer,and it is you Inſult over me! 


Go, my Lord, go, I deſire neither your heart nor 


your pity, and your fight 1s troubleſom to me. 


The Duke of Buckingham was too much 
mov'd to deſire an Eclariſſiment, he threw 


himſelf at her Feet, and embracing her 
1 Knses 


— — — 
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"Knees with a violent Tranſport, 7 am not in 
æ condition, ſaid he to her, to withſtand your 
Anger with Reaſons which would offend yon; 
you would not approve of my reproaching you with 
your affairs with the King, Duke of Monmouth, 
and Lord -——— which are come to my knowledge, 
and which give me a mortal Diſpleaſure: No, 
Madam, - 1 will not ſay any thing may diſpleaſe 
you; 2ay I will own my ſelf 10 blame, provided 
you will pardon me. | | 
The uneaſineſs of the Counteſs of 
is not to be expreſs'd,at-the liberty the Duke 
had taken in ſpeaking to her, ſhe believing 
her Intreagues had not been diſcover'd, and 
inſtead of appeaſing her,ſhe flew into ſo great 
a paſſion, that it was impoſſible for him to 
| pacifie her: Iwill never ſee you more, (aid ſhe, 
retiring from him; either do you depart this 
minute out of the Cloſet, or Twill, whatever ha- 
zard I run; I will expoſe my ſelf willingly, rather 
than ſt ay here with the moſt ungeateful of Mankind 
In ſaying this, ſhe ran to the Chamber- 
Door, which finding open, ſhe preſently 
went out. The Duke remaind in the Clo- 
ſet, contriving which way to appeaſe the 
fury of his Miſtreſs; after which he remo- 
ved into the Chamber, where he believed 
her to be, and hearing a noiſe towards the 
Bed, he doubted not but ſhe was there, and 
accordingly advanc'd towards her, 
It was the Dutcheſs of B——-, who had 
kept herſelf ſtill there, and who being as 
much exaſperated as the Counteſs, thruſt 7 — 
the Duke rudely from her, when he was 
going to throw himſelf at her Feet, he ſeiz d 
ber Hands, and kiſs'd them teveral pines 
| | wit 
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46 Mrmno1Rs of the Engliſh Court. 
with the utmoſt Tranſport ; but the more 
Paſſion he expreſs'd; the more was ſhe diſ- 
pleas d. Aow unhappy am J, ( ſaid ſhe to her 
ſelf) that cannot deliver my ſelf from this Traitor, 
and that the tenderneſs he ſhews, which at ano- 
ther time would be ſo agretable to me, doth nom 
bat encreaſe my preſent Grief and Trouble! I 
owe all this to my Rival, and theſe are poiſoned 
Smeets which mortally offend a Heart fo delicate 
as mine. e N : 
ITheſe Reflections encreas'd her Chagreen ; 
ſhe ſnatch'd her hands from the Duke, and 
puſhing him from her, would not mind him. 
his uſage from a Perſon belov'd, encreaſes 
: rather than quells a Paſſion; and as ſubmiſ- 
ſive and reſpectful as the Duke was, he had 
not quitted his deſign of qualifying her an- 
ger, had he not perceiv'd,' that the Perſon 
with whom he was had little dry and lean 
Arms, which did not at agree with thoſe 
of the Counteſs ; it was not poſſible to ima- 
- gine how afew hours grief could produce ſuch 
a ſurpriſing alteration: he was amaz'd at firſt, 
and going to the Window to open it, when 
my Lord —— returnd, in order to take 
the Counteſs to a Houſe of his own. 
He was much ſurpriz d to find the Door 
open, and puſhing it ſoftly, he thought he 
had loſt his Senſes: Perceiving a Man with 
a Woman, jealouſie threw a miſt befor his 
Eyes, and notwithſtanding the difference 
there was between the Dutcheſs of — and 
the Counteſs of —, he believed it was the 
lait,who rewarded his Services with this In- 
fidelity; he was fo ſtrack with amazement, 
that he had not the power of moving * 
=: the 
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the better to be confirm'd in what he ſaw. 
The Duke, for his part, perceiv'd by the 


light that came from the Door my Lord 


— open'd, that it was his Dutcheſs with 
whom he was; but the Dutcheſs of 
more concern'd for him than her ſelf, threw 
her Arms about his Neck. 

The Duke, not Maſter enough of his Paſ- 
ſion, thruſt her diſdainfully from him. What 
a Sight was this to my Lord , who had 
ſtaid at the Door! and who imagining it to 
be the Counteſs had certainly made ſome Di- 
ſturbance had he conſulted only his Fury and 
Reſentment, but he was not willing this Af- 


fair ſhould make too great a Noiſe, or have 


more Spectators. | 
He had time enough to oblerve and know 
the D. of Buckingham : He then retired with 
the greateſt Uneaſineſs imaginable, during 
which the Dutcheſs of for her part 
made a thouſand Reproaches to the Duke. 
+ What! ſaid ſhe to him, can neither my Fi- 
delity nor Love obtain the leaſt Kindneſs from 


you Another poſſeſſes your Heart; and that 


Heart which belongs to me, and which is the an- 
ly Satisfaction of my Life, is continuallj engaging 
it ſelf in new Amours ;, and my unhappy Fortune 
has brought me here to be witneſs of your Tan- 
ſports for another, and of my own Diſgrace. Ne- 
vertheleſs I love you with ſo much Tendernefs and 
Complaiſance, and without any Conſideration, t hat 
1 have the Weakneſs to concern my for you even 
when you wrong me, and your Grief is more ſen- 
ſible to me than my own : Comfort me only with « 
Look, or @ Word : But what do I ſay ? cry'd the, 


he 
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| The Duke mov'd more by Acknowledge- 
ment than Love, drew near unto her, and an- 
ſwered her Reproaches after ſo ſweet and in- 
ſinuating a manner that he a little calm'd her 
Anger; and perceiving her Mind to be more 
at eaſe and quiet, he left her, and went to 
look after the Counteſs of — 
In going out of the Marquis of. 
Chamber, the firſt Perſon he met was the 
Confident to the Counteſs of ——. Heaven 
has ſent you to help me, faid he ſtopping 
her, Tell me, Dear Ether, where your Lady 
is? I ask not the Secret, but to ſerve her; 
and to ſhew the Affection 1 have for thee, 
here is a Ring, which I muſt oblige you to 
accept of. This ſtaggered her Fidelity : 
I do not doubt, my Lord, (ſaid ſhe to him) 
but you love my Lady well enough to endea- 
vour at all Methods to deliver her from the 
Troubles ſhe is in, but this is not a Place to 
ſpeak to you without Danger. You have 
put on your Mask to avoid being known. 
Reaſon, ſaid the Duke, follow meat a diſtance; 
He was too impatient co put off this Con- 
verſation, which would diſcover to him 
what he wanted to know; and paſting by the 
Wl. Apartment of the Earl of C „Great 
8 5 Chamberlain to the Queen, and knowlng 
io that he was not there, he and Efher went in. 
After having carefully ſhut the Door, this 
Woman began to acquaint him with the Af- 
fliction of her Lady, for having been found 
by her Husband in an Aſſignation with you 
in the Park: She then told him the Reſolu- 
1 tion ſhe had taken of going to her Siſter, and 
Wl after what manner her jealous Husband had 
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ſtopt her, and his Deſign of carrying her 
down into the Country; that not knowing 
how-to aFoid this Misfortune ſhe had writ a 
| Note to him, which had been carry'd to the 
King; but for fear of any unforeſeen Acci- 
| dent, ſhe had alſo ſent to my Lord —— to 
conjure him to find ont ſome way to hinder 
her Journey into Pembrokeſhire 5 that ſhe 
grieved extreamly at the Uncertainty of 
what might happen. Her Husband at break 
of Day oblig'd her to depart ; ſhe fate diſ- 
conſolate in the Coach, looking every mo- 
went, and expecting ſome one to help her, 
when my Lord came in his Coach full 
| gallop, and in paſting, by us at one ſhock 
overturn'd us, and deſcending from his own 
Coach came to aſſiſt my Lady, he drew her 
ont, and whiſper'd her to retire, and at the 
Entry of the Wood ſhe. would find a Coach 
and a Gentleman who would conduct her to 
Whiteha!l. She went directly into the 
Wood: During this time the Earl of 
| ——— was endeavouring to come out of his 
overturn'd Coach, and my Lord —— to 
hinder him made him a thouſand Compli- 
ments, in asking Pardon for the Brutality of 
his Coachman, and endeavoured all he could 
to gain time. My Lord, I, and one of his 
Gentlemen, were all one upon another, 
without being able to get our Heads out of 
the Coach. by reaſon of the long and conti- 
nual Civilities of my Lord , who could 
not reſolve to leave us. But my Lord; in a 
violent Paſſion, cry'd, 1s it not enough that 
Do have overthrown my Coach, but would you 
alſo ſtifle me ? If you deſire it, anſwer'd my 
Lord —— coldly, I wild turn off my Coachman 
1 an 
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% MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
and m Poſtilion; for there is nothing I would 
not do to preſerve the Honour of your CLordſhips 
Friendſhip. In ending theſe Words, which 
had put my Lord quite out of Patience, he 
went into his Coach, and we ſet up ours. 
_ *Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Fury of our | 
Jealous Husband, when turning round about | 
him, 5. where he miſs'd his Wife; and 
having ask'd his Servants, they ſaid, they 
knew nothing of her : He did not queſtion 
in the leaf? but that ſhe had taken this Op- 
portunity of giving him the ſlip ; but as he 
had thought it moſt proper to perſiſt in his 
firſt Reſolution of making no Noiſe or Di- 
ſturbance, he put a ſerene Countenance upon | 
the matter, and with an audible Voice told 
them, that without doubt ſne was gone back 
to London. We took the ſame way imme 
diately, and | found his Mind diſtracted with 
a thouſand various Agitations. He was no 
ſooner come home, but he ſhut himſelf up in 
his Tloſet, whilſt 1 laboured under a thou- 
{ſand Inquietudes tc know whither ſhe 
was gone, till a Gentleman of the Counteſs 
of F-—-- came to tell me, that I muſt come 
to her thither. I went immediately, and 
meeting with her in the Counteſs's Chamber, 
the told me part of what I have been rela- 
ting juſt now to you; and diſcovered much 
Unealineſs at the Diſcharge of the Lord MW"? 
, Who had promiſed to return like 
wiſe, She bid me go and find him out; bl 
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which 1 did immediately; and becauſe I wil th. 
hide nothing from you, I muſt tell you, I. 
found him in a moſt cruel Paſſion. Go, * 


faid he, go tell thy Miſtreſs, ſhe is unwor- 


thy of the Addreſſes of a Man of Honour. 
| 9 What 


MEuOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
What has happened thisDay will not be eaſi- 
ly forgotten by me; and beg of her by all 
means not to trouble me any more. I was 
juſt returning, continued Eſther, to bring 
her this glorious Anſwer when 1 met you. 
The D. of Buckingha ſighed at theſe Words, 
with all the Marks of Sadneſs and Affliction 


in his Face; and how can it be imagin'd, 


ſaid he, my Lord —— ſhould not diſcloſe 
more of this matter ? His Pretence 15, That 
happening to open the Door. of the Marquis 


of —= in the dark, he diſcovered my Mi- 


ſtreſs ſitting with a Gentleman upon the 


| Bedfide, he turned back full of Deſpair, 


as imagining it could be no body elſe 


but you. Alas! ſaid the Duke, interrupting 
her, it was I, but without being ſo happy as 


to be with her: Thou ſeeſt, continued he, 
the Frailty of my Heart for this ingrateful 
Woman, for, Good God ! what other Name 


can I beſtow upon her: The King, the Duke 


of Monmouth, and my Lord ——— are in 
Love with her ; ſhe entertains them, and 
conceals it from me; for had ſhe no Inclina- 
tion of beftowing ſome Favours upon them, 
ihe would have told me what have learnt 
from others. I have ſeveral times repreſent- 
ed to her, ſaid Ether, ſhe ought to impart 


the matter to you: But ſhe feared to put you 
into a Fit of Jealouſy ; and I can proteſt to 


you, that if ſhe has ſhewn any more favoura- 
ble Diſpoſition for the Duke of Monmouth 
than the reſt, you muſt thank your ſelf for 
it, ſince ſhe had no other Deſign than to raiſe 


la jealous Emulation in you. After your 


falling out at Tunbridge, you know you were 
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Eknowledgment and Eſteem, and the D. of Mon- 
mout h who had gotanother Miſtreſs) being be- 


ſhe had beſt not to mention any thing fur- 


M 2440 i x5 of the Engliſh Court. | 


entirely reconciled together, and ſhe re- 


ceived your Services with all poſſible Ac- 


come altogetherindifferent to her,ſhe thought 


ther to you upon that ſcore. As to my Lord 


—— ſhe had fo much Indifferency for him, 


that ſhe look'd upon him as next to nothing; 


% 


and the King himſelf with all his Greatneſs 
could never obtain any Favours from her. 
How dextrous thou be'ſt, ſaid the Duke in- 
terrupting her, in endeavouring to alleviate 


my Grief, and juſtify thy Miſtreſs! Go, | 


offer her all that is in my Power, fell her 


that ſince I could love her, when I thought | 


her inconſtant, I can do every thing now I 


flatter my ſelf of not being hated. Come, 
return, make haſte to tell me; know what 
courſe ſhe intends to take. Whilſt the Duke | 


of Buckingham was at Supper in the Earl of 
—— Lodgings, he expected with much Im- 
patience the return of Eſther, but it grow- 
ing late, he went himſelf to the Counteſs of 
of F. to be inform d in Perſon of what 
he was fo deſirous to know. 
laid upon a Couch with a Handkerchief in 


her Hand, and her Cheeks bathed with | 


Tears, O! »:y Lord, cry'd ſhe, ſo ſoon as 
ſhe ſaw him, you come too late; the poor Conn- 
zeſs of is gone. The Duke ſtood mute, 


having no Power to ſpeak, and the Colour 


of his Face chang'd ſeveral times; I am going, 
continued ſhe, to relate to you the Conſequence 
of the moſt unfortunate Accident that ever hap- 


pened. 5 
Whilf 


He found her | 


Th, 
* 


ME MOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
Whilf you were with Eſther, at the 
Farlof ——, where fhe related to you ſeveral 
material Paſſages relating to her Miſtreſs, her 
Husband wat at the ſame time in the next Room, 
overhearing every Word that paſs d betwiæt you, 


and conſequently is become Maſter of thoſe Secrets 


be was ignorant of before, The King being in 
bis Wife's Intereſt, he has not thought fir te crave 
his Protetion, as be intended to do; but hawing 


-| got Intelligence that after her coming out of the 


Marqueſs of ——— Lodgings fhe came into mine, 
he came and ſurprized us together; Eſther co- 


ming in at the ſame moment, he forced her to con- 


feſs in my Preſence every thing jhe had told you 
before; and then turning to his Wife, with a 


Countenance full of Anger, Madam, ſaid he, 


there needs no further Conſideration in the matter, 


I am reſolved to take you with me, either by fair 
or foul means, make the beſt or the worſt of it, 


as you find it moſt convenient, and as may be 


moſt proper to keep up ſome remnants of your Re- 


putation : Don't act your part ſo much in publick, 
[have ſhown a great deal of Moderation, to con- 


ceal both my Shame and Trouble, but if you force 


me to publiſh it, remember you are loſt for ever, 
The Counteſs burſting out into Tears, look d upon 


me with a melancholly Air, and jo did I upon her, 


without being able to adviſe her in the matter. 


| Her jealous Husband told her, that if ſhe did not 


go along with him, he would break off with her 
for good and all. To be ſhort, after 'a grcat 
many Heats and uſeleſs Prayers, ſne told me fie 
would rather ſubmit to any thing than to come 
to an open Rupture with her Husband; and jo 


| ſhe went after him, with Eſther, but where he 


mended to carry her 1 was not able to learn. 
The Duke of Buckingham having kept Si- 
; E 3 _ tence 
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lence all this while, began now to break out 
into the moſt paſſionate Expreſlions in the 


World; Why, Madam, cry'd he, would you 


not ſend for me? Do you think that this unreaſon- 
able Husband of hers oug ht to take her away againſt 
her will? Before I would have ſiiſfereu ſuch a thing 
I would have loft my Life, "Twas my Opinion, 
reply d the Counteſs of F--—- , 7 ought 
to expoſe neither of you to ſuch Hazards: you are 
ſolittle Maſter of the firſt Motions of your Paſſion, 


that perhaps you might not have remember d that 


Place you were in; and tho the King has a ſingu- 
lar Kinaneſs for you, yet you know that he wil! have 
a due reſpect ſhewn unto his Fouſc, Alas! Ma- 
dam, (aid the Duke interrupting her very 
haſtily, 7s this the Reſpect to be ſhewn to ſuffer 
4 poor Woman to be taken away by a mad, ſurious 


_ Husband ? She ſought for ſhelter in your Arms, | 


and you had not Courage enough to keep her there, 
nor to let me know of her Misjortune. But, con- 
tinned he, what frgnifues trifling away the time 

with vain Reproac hes, we muſt conſider of means 
for her Service. He was going away, but was 
met by my Lord — upon the Stairs: | 
This Lord not able any longer to reſiſt his 


"Paſſion, in ſpite of the indifferent Treatment 


he had received at the Counteſs's Hands, and 
at the Jealouſy conceived at the private Cor- 


reſpondence he thought to have found out 


betwixt her and the Duke of Bac Ringham, had 
taken a Reſolution to ſacrifice his Vexation | 
to his Love and Generolity ; but was ex- 
tremely ſurprized at the Sight of the Duke; 
for ſeeing him coming out of the Counteſs of 
F s Lodgings, he did not queſtion but 
that the Counteſs of had ſent for him 


thither. He began again to upbraid bimſelf 
| | os with, 
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with, and to be aſham'd of his Weakneſs, and 


ſo with a firm Reſolution of vanquiſhing his 


Paſſion, went away haſtily. 2 
Stay 4 moment, cry'd the Duke accoſting 
him, I know in ſome meaſure what it is diſturbs 
you; I am under an Oblioation of juſti{ying to 
yon an umfurtunate but guiltleſs Perſon; then re- 
lating to him the Story told juſt now, he con- 
tinued, Perhaps Jooking upon me as your Rival 
you judge me not a very proper Inſtrument to pro- 


cure your Satisfaction, by juſtifying the Conduct 
of the” Connteſs; but theres at preſent an abſolute 


Neceſſity of uniting our ſelves at this time, till the 


Counteſs being put again into a Stat? of an 


entire Liberty to follow her own Inclinati ons, we 
mill manage our Pretenſions, every one a: he bel 
can, Till then, let us att jointly in order to do her 
effectual Service. If my Lord —— had not 
been inclined to what the D. of Buckingham 
propoſed, the laſt had ſo happy a Gift of Na- 
ture, of perſwading People to hisSentiments, 


that few were able to withſtand him: My 


Lord being fully convinced of the neceſſity 
of the caſe, joined with his Rival to do all 
poſlible Service to their Miſtreſs, carry'd a- 


way by her jealous Husband with an Intention 
to carry her to the #74740. : | 
We will leave them for ſome time, and fee 


what became of the Duke of e ⏑ His 


| Mind had been (whilſt they were a hunting) 


diſtracted with very different rancies,; he 
could not give himſelf a ſufficient Reaſon 
why he ſhould be ſo ſenſible of the Infidelity 
of the Counteſs of ——, and of Zmkia, 
knowing that his Inclinations for them did 


not amount to ſuch a pitch, as to create ei- 


ther Envy or Jealouſy in him, as it happens 
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in violent Paſſions, and that conſequently be- 
ing at Liberty to aſſume new Chains, in caſe 


be could meet with any he liked better, 


he nevertheleſs fuffered the indifferent Treat- 
ment of theſe Ladies; he coneluded at 
laſt that Vanity ſometimes produces the ſame 
Effects as Love. Sometimes he would contrive 
a way to be even with the Counteſs, ſomtimes 
what Reproaches to beſtow upon Emilia: He 
felt a ſecret Pleaſure to think how his In- 
treagues with this young Lady might take 
vent at Court, and furniſh him with matter of 
Revenge; but ſoon after, repenting of this 
Project, he was for keeping their Ap- 
pointment private, in hopes that by his 
obliging and engaging Words he might 
raiſe a ſolid and ſincere Love in her Heart. 
Theſe were his Amuſements during the 
Hunting- match. As for the Earl of A. he 
was extremely impatient to ſee Emilia, and 
to have an opportunity of talking with her, 
which was no eaſie matter to do, confi- 
dering the Governeſs of the Maids of Ho- 
nour afforded them but little leiſure. As 
this Lady was naturally of a jealous Diſpo- 
ſition, ſo ſhe had faund means to get intelli- 
gence of the intended Interview betwixt the 
Earl and Emilia, which ſhe reſolved to ſpoil 
at any rate; beſides conſidering, that if ſhe 
could catch them together, ſhe would have 
a fair pretence of Reprimanding her in the 
moſt bitter Terms that well could be: So 


the ſatisfaction ſne propoſed to herſelf, of 


convincing this young Woman of her fault, 

carrying it above all other Conſiderations, 
which might have perſwaded her to act with 

more moderation, ſne was ſo far from keep- 

e ne 
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ing ſo watchful an Eye over her, as ſhe uſed 
to do, that ſhe allow'd her more liberty 
than ordinary. Emilia was ready enough 
to improve it; ſhe pretended to go into her 
Chamber to write, but flipping down a pair 
of private Stairs, got into another Room, | 
without being perceiv'a by any body, It _— 
being a clear Moon-light Night, ſhe ſhut 1 
the Shutters, and then placed herſelf in one \ 
corner of the Room, to avoid being ſeen, in HH 
caſe ſome body elſe ſhould happen to come 
that way. _ © 8 | 
The Duke of Monmouth was too deſitous 
to ſee her to let her tarry, but entred the 
Room exactly at the appointed time; whilſt 
Emilia, who feared leſs any body but the 
Earl of 4. ſhould come in, kept cloſe 
in her Corner, hoping he would open the 
Shutters and diſcover himſelf; but the Duke, 
whoſe buſineſs was not to be ſeen, kept in 
the dark, asking only with a low voice, are 
you there? Pray anſwer me: Emilia, who did 
not queſtion but thatit was the Earl, anſwer- 
Q ed, Tes Jam. Tis hard to gueſs at the va- 
Js rious motions this adventure raiſed in the 
i- Duke's Heart: He was overjoy d at ſo fa- 
* vourable an opportunity of entertaining this 
il young Lady, but almoſt diſt racted to think 
ne that the appointment ſhould not be of his 


Ve own making: He look d upon it as inglori- 
ne ous, to our thus his Rival's place; and 
SO more than once was in a mind to go away, 


of but at laſt drew nearer : She told him, Do you 
It, ſee, my Lord, what I do for you, only to ſpeak 


Ns, with you? Is not t his ſufficient to convince you 
ich that you have the preference in my Heart ? and 
p- hereafter ¶ hope you will not torment me, on ac. 


Ng | count. 
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count of the Duke of Monmouth. I it poſſible, 
ſaid he, (with a diſguiſed Voice) that you can 
Sacrifice him for me ? and that you have no In- 
clinations for him? I will Sacrifice him to you 
with all my Heart, reply d ſne; but a: I love to 
deal upon Homour, I won't deny but that he ap- 
pears worthy of Love to me. / have obſerved, 
{aid he, interrupting her, that he loves you, 
and that he is very fend of telling yon ſo; nay; 
there appears a certain lang ui ſument in his Eyes, 
when he is with yon, which is not obſervable 
in him, in the Company of other Ladies. I haue 
my ſelf taken notice of that, added Emilia; 7 
believe I am not altogether indifferent to him. He 
has made his brags, ſaid he, that you have pro- 
miſed him a ſuae in yom Heart; and that if he 
will continue to ſerue jau, you would break off” 
with me. I am ſurprized, replied: ſhe, hom he 
aares to ſay ſuch an untruth And you are ſur- 
prized thereat, (ſaid the Duke, reaſſuming his 
natural Voice) you are furpriz/d., ungrateful 
Woman ? And you are come hither to ſacrifice my 

Paſſion, and your Qatis. n 
Emilia diſcovering him to be the Duke of 
Monmouth, with ſuch a commotion as is eaſy 
to be imagined, ſtood for ſome time like one 
ftruck dumb; and the Duke was going to 
leave her, when ſhe ſtept to him, and ſaid, 
Oh! my Lord, hear me one minute! I am a going 
lo tell what you will not diſlile: Tis you alone I 
Love, and you alone have all my Eſteem, That 
is plain, Madam, anſwered he, it appears ſo; 
ou copld have taken no better method to convince 
me. What would you have me do, {aid ſhe, with 
tears in her Eyes? I was no ſooner brought to 
Court, but the Earl made his moſt paſſionate Ad- 
' dreſſes to me, and quitted my Lady ——, ow 
: e e 
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| lov'd him moſt dearly, Seeing my vanity, and 

my ſelf thus flatter d, by the preference given me 

to ſo lovely a Lady, my heart, then as yet in the 
firſt State of its Innocency, received with pleaſure 
the ſighs of this new Lover, who I thought would 
have Married me, after the Death of his Coun- 
teſi, who had been very Ill for a conſiderable time. 
Hattered with theſe hopes, I was the ſooner in- 
duced to receive his Letters, and ſend him ſome 
of mine. Alas | I am diſcloſing to yon ſuch mat 
ters as are much to my diſaduantage, on purpoſe 
to make you ſenſible at leaſt of this, that after be- 
ing engaged ſo far with a Perſon of ſo little Mo- 
aeration,” and of ſo cholerick a Diſpoſition, I ſaw 
my ſelf «bliged, in ſpight of my ſelf, to tread in 
the path 1 had ſo imprudently choſen, Would you, 
my Lord, haue me expoſed to his ill Tung ue? and 
would you think me worthy of your Affection, af 
ter having loſt my Reputation in the World? 
Theſe words being accompanind with tears, 
the D. of Monmouth was actually perſwaded 
of her Innocency. He had lov'd her ſince her 
Engagement with the Earl of A-, and he 
had too good an opliniog of his own deſerts, as 
not to believe himſelf to hold the beſt place 
in her Heart beyond his Rival. His only care 
was now how to maintain this favourable Diſ- 
poſition. in her. Whilſt they are taking 
proper meaſures for the continuing of their 
Intreague, we mult ſee what paſles in the 
Queen's Gallery, betwixt my Lady) 
and the Earl of A-. He was no ſooner re- 
turn'd from Hunting with the King, but he 
dreſs d himſelf as nice as he could, to appear 
the more amiable in the Eyes of his Miſtrefs. 
My Lady — on the other band, the better 
to counterfeit Emilia, who was then in Mour- 


ing 


* / 


60 MRMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
1 ning, had dreſs'd herſelf in a Night Dreſs, 
—_— which almoſt cover'd her Face: Thus ſhe 
= entred the Gallery thro? a By-door, but the 

Earl thro' the Queen's Apartment; there 
being no other light but what proceeded 

from the clearneſs of a bright ſhining Moon. 

My Lady — had poſted herfelf in one Cor- 
ner; the Earl drawing nearer, took her by 
the Hands, and kiſs them; Charming Emilia, 
laid he, *ris at this time you diſpel all my Fea- 
louſie; fo that now I ſhouldbe diſtratted with the 
 -weryThoughts of it were it not an undeniable proof 
| of my Paſſion” and Tenaderneſs;, for which you 
ought to ft and mdebted to me. Good God! what 
ſtrange and cruel Emotions did theſe words 

. cauſe in my Lady — Heart, to ſee the on- 

ly Man in the World, for whom ſhe had had 
the greateſt Tenderneſs, to play her ſach a 
Game? She had not ſtrength enough left to 
return an anſwer ; but the Earl being not 
much ſurpriz'd at her ſilence, continued, Ton 
are afraid, fair Emilia, leſt this favour you have 
dome me ſhould be diſcovered 5 you ſeem to be un- 
eaſie, you tremble; take courage, and don't re- 
fuſe to give me ſome aſſurance of your Friendſhip. 
Oh what am I to tell you, reply'd my Lady —, 
with a voice changed ſo far by her ſurprize, 

_ as not to need any diſguiſe ? what muſt I tell 

; you, my Lord? I am not ſo much affected with 
the apprehenſion of being found alone with you 

here, tho my All lays at ſtake, as with the dread 

I have, that you are ſtill in Love with my Lady 

— : be in love with her, ſaid the Earl! 40 

u think I have lo Senſes ? I there any com- 

5 605 het wit 9 r and bers ? Rds 

4 growing. Paſſion, and one worn ont before? be- 

5 twiæt a Woman continually out of humour with 
oo | ts 
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mne, and a.young Lady I adore ? But my Lord, 
aid ſhe, ating him, you owe = thous 

ſand Obligations, you have _ to h true to her 
for ever, and if you can forget her ſo ſoon, what 
muſt 1 hope for from you ? The Favours ſhe has 
beſtowed upon me, ſaid he, were more the pro- 
dutts of ber own C apriciouſneſs than her choice 
"tis to chance I was obliged for her Eſteem; and 
notwithſtanding ſhe does not want wit, ſhe herſelf 
can t give a good reaſon for it. | 


- At theſe words my Lady , not able 
0 to contain herſelf any longer, O! chox 
: moſt per fidious of all Men, cry d ſhe! Is 
it not enough for you i this to forego your Duty, 
: but you muſt alfo poiſon thoſe Favonrs for which 
: you ſtand indebted to me by turning them into Ri- 
1 dicule, and repreſenting them as the effects of a 
: capriezous Fully? But after al, added ſhe, 901 
: ſpeak truth;for I muſt certainlybeprepoſſeſſed with 
t 4 moſt extravagant Felly, when { heard and be- 
5 lieved you. Are theſe the Products of your Cro- — 
- codil's Tears, and of yonr reiterated Vows? Go 
: perjur'd Man, I leave you to your ſelf, and the 
- Remorſes of your own Heart; 1 am ſufficiently 
: revenged, ſince I have Reſolution enough left to 
5 tear you from my Heart. She had not put an 
bo an end here to her juſt Reproaches, when my ' 
Lord ſtanding all this while ſo full of Confu- 
, WW fonasnct to be able to aniwer one Word; 
„and as theſe harſh Expreſſions gave ſome eaſe 
1 to her Mind, ſhe was going to continue her 
., & Diſcourſe, had not a moſt ſurprizing Acci- 
7 dent put a Period to their Converſation. 
„Ibis was occaſioned by the coming in of 
„ the Governeſs and Deputy-Governels of the 


Ladys of Honour to the Dutcheſs of ——. 
„ Ilbeſe having poſted themſelves at ao 
| * een 
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Door of the Gallery, and ſeeing her paſs by 
that way, took her for Emilia, Some time 
after entring the Gallery, they fell upon her 
like ſo many Furies, whilſt the Earl of 4 
little concern d at what might become 
of her, took this opportunity of getting 
away as faſt as he could, but not without be- 
ing vex'd to the Heart, to have met with ſo 
vexati us an Encounter, inſtead of the Satis- 
faction he expected from the meeting with 
Emilia: Amidlt all this he found ſome ſort 
of Conſolation at the coming, in of theſe two 
Matrons, who did all they could to get my 
Lady — out of the Corner, where fhe ſtood 
upon the defenſive, like in an Entrenchment, 
and that ſo courageouſly for fear of being 
diſcover d) that they could ſcarce come near 
her; at laſt finding her Hands inſufficient to 
- withſtand their furious Attacks, ſne took hold 
of the Earls Cane, which he had forgot to take 
along with him when he left her, and laid them 
on with it ſo briskly, that they were forced 
to have recourſe to their Clogs or Caloches, 
(ſuch as the Englh Ladies then wore) which 
after having ſerved ſome time for defenſive 
Arms, at laſt turned into offenſive ones, and 
molt crueily maul'd the poor Lady; who be- 
ginning now to have much the worſt of it, 
began to be heartily weary of the Sport. At 
that very Juncture theD. of Monmouth brought 
thither by his Cur ĩoſity to ſee the event of this 
Night's Appointment, enter'd the Gallery, 
attended by a Footman with a lighted Flam- 
beau in his Hand. Had the Head of Meduſa 
appear'd tothem inſtead of theFlambeau,their 
Surprize could not have been greater than it 
was! The two Governelles ſtood as _— 
. able 
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Aion at her being diſcover'd by theſe two 
Matrons, as well as at her Converſation with 
the Earl, that ſhe did hot know what to do; 
the Cane dropt out of her Hands, and at the 
ſame time the Governeſſes threw away their 
Caloches with great Indignation, muttering 
betwixt their Teeth, that thoſe who had di- 
rected them thither ſhould repent of having 
ſent them upon ſuch an errand, and ſo they 
went their ways. 5 i 
They were no ſooner gone, but my Lady 
— having order the Footman to keep at 
{ adiſtance, and falling into a Chair, and look-- 
ing upon the D. of Monmouth with Eyes full of 
Tears and Anger, O ! my Lord, laid ſhe ſigh- 
ing, how much is an agreeable Miſtake preferable 
before a cruel Certainty ? I now am convinced be- 
yond all Contradittion,that the Ear! loves Emilia, 
that he is a perfidious Man, and that he deals . ® 
with me after ſuch a manner as can never be par- = 
doned by me. Why are you diſſatisfied, Madam, 
reply'd he, to be convinced in a matter you ought 
to wiſh not to be ignorant of? Would-it not vex 
you to the Soul to preſerve your Heart jor an un- 
grateful Perſon ? And who has told you, return'd 
ö ſhe abruptly, hat I am jo indifferent as to be able 
q to baniſh at once from my Heart a Han who in- 
I deed deſerves to appear odious to me, dn who ſtill 
> | ſeems worthy to be beloved? My Reaſon tells me I 
« ſhould hate him, but my Heart pleads forhis Pardon; 
his rebellious Heart of mine, ſo little concerned 
#* I 7: thezrue Intereſts of my Honour, will ſtill ſpeak 
r in ſaveur of a Man,who would not as much as af- 
an ford me oneSigh to appeaſe my Anger, Had you but 
90 ſeen, added ſhe,how quickly he got away when theſe 
1 t 
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two old Croatures came in. Tou would have been a 


but of Countenance 0 ſee me in ſo diſmal a Condi« 
tion. At theſe Words her Tears flow'd down 
all over her Cheeks and Face, which ſhe en- 
deavoured to hide with her Fan; and ſo ari- 
ſing from her Seat, the Duke gave her his 
' Hand, and conducted her to her Lodgings. 
The Earl of 4 2 was involved in no 
leſs Troubles of Mind, than her ſelf; fo to 
allay his Grief, he went to the Dutcheſs's — 
to find out Emilia, and to reproach her with 
what ſhe had done; being fully perſwaded 
that no body but herſelf had contrived the 


Meeting betwixt my Lady -—- and himſelf 
in the Gallery. Thus he went with an in- | 
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tention to make her ſenſible how grievouſly 
he Reſented the matter, but was no fooner 
come into the Guard Chamber, when he was 
told there was no admittance at theDutcheſs's 
| , ſhe being not well; if he was out of 
humour in his being diſappointed of the ſight 
of Emilia, he flattered himſelf, that this ac- 
_ cident had prevented this young Lady from 
coming abroad. A Lover never wants in- 
genuity to excuſe his Beloved ; he then be- 
gan to imagine ſhe had no hand in this Ad- 
ventu cc with my Lady —, and conſequently 
his Reſentment was much allay d. | 
In <%& it was not from Emilia that the 
Governeſs had got notice of this matter, but 
from Philadelphia, one of her Companions, 
who having found out that Secret, could not 
Ekeep it to herſelf, it being certain, that it was 
not out of Jealouſie only, ſhe had conceived 
_ againſt *l:a, ſhe being as handſome as her 
ſelf, and having a greater ſhare of Wit, and 
what other Charms Emilia could boaſt of, 
viz, à certain merry and innocent Air, which 
was extremely pleaſing. Phi- 
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Philadelphia, as ſhe was ſomewhat older, 
ſo ſhe acted with more Circumſpecti- 
on; ſhe covered her Paſhon for the 


Duke of Monmouth, under the Veil of 


a languiſhing State of Health; and 
under this diſguiſe penetrated into 
the Sentiments and Actions of the Duke 
of Monmouth, in reſpe& to her Rival; 
and finding him ſucceſsful with her, ſhe 


fell into a deep Melancholy; As ſhe 


had conceived a mortal Spite againft 
him, for loving another. beſides her 
ſelf, ſhe would often launch out into 
harſh Expreſfions. whilft at the ſame 


time her Heart declared in his behalf. 


Moreover, theſe ways, ſo directly op- 
poſite to the tenderneſs uſual among. 
Lovers, ſo far alienated the Duke of 
Monmouth's Heart, that he would {carce 
ever come near her: This proving an 
additiocal Grief to a Perſon of a haugh- 
ty Temper, ſhe was conſumed by a 
Fire ſhe was not able to quench, 
ſhe turned her Spite againſt Emilia, 
with a Reſolution to give her a Blow, 
without telling her who it was that gave 
it. Philadelphia had ſhut her ſelf np 
all that Evening in her Chamber, on 
purpoſe to reflect upon the Diſgrace 


that would attend Emma, in be ing ſur- 


prized with the E. of A. whilſt ſhe 
was expecting with much Impatience, 


the return of the Governeſs, and De- 


uty-Governeſs, when ine heard ſome- 


; 


ody knock, and not very hard at. her 
3 5 Door; 
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Door, ſhe open'd it. Great was her Sur- 


prize, who when ſhe ſaw the Governeſs 


looking upon her with an auſtere Coun- 

tenace, at the ſame time, ask'd her, 
what Reward ſhe intended to beſtow 
upon her News-bearers, and that ſince 


by her Raſhneſs ſhe had miſled them in- 


to a fooliſh Notion, ſhe was likely to 


ſtand the brunt of it. Philadelphia 
ſtood amazed; and tells them, that ſhe 
had feen Emilia receiving a Billet from 


the E. of A- and that ſtanding juft 


behind her; ſhe could read both the 
Letter, and her Anſwer to it. Yes, 
you have read very well, ſaid the Go- 


verneſs, witneſs what has paſs'd juſt 


now. Whilſt they were diſputing the 


matter, in comes Emilia, having juſt 


then left the Duke of Monmouth, who 
having related to her in what manner 


he had impoſed upon the E. of An they 


had diverted themſelves to his Coſt, 
but ſhe little thought of the Recep- 


tion ſhe was to meet with from the en- 


raged Governeſs. They no ſooner ſaw 
her enter the Room, but both took 


hold of her Arms, asking her three or 


four times very abruptly, where ſhe 
had been, and from whence ſhe came ? 
Emilia was much ſurprized, imagining 
ſhe had been over-heard, ſhe bluſh'd, 
and her Eyes were ſixed on the Ground; 
at laſt, after having pauſed a while, 
to conſider what ſhe ſhould ſay, ſhe 


anſwered, From the R 


reply d, 
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geply'd, ſhe muſt. tell them who was 
there beſides, and what had paſs'd 
there, or elſe they would immediately 
go to find out the. Truth. Seeing her 
{elf touch'd to the quick by theſe home 
Queſtions, ſhe told them briefly, That 
Thanks to God, there was no ſuch thing 
as an Inquſition in England, and there- 
fore ſhe did not think fit to anſwer all 
their enſnaring Queſtions, and if they 
had a mind to know what pafs'd at the 
| Princeſs ——their beſt way was to go 

thither to be inform'd. This haughty 
Anſwer, given by a young Woman 
to the before exaſperated Governeſs, 
was follow'd by a ſevere Reprimand 
from them, who told her, they would 
give an Account of her Behaviour to 
the Dutcheſs o. But Emilia knowing 
her at that time not to bein a Conditi- 


on of hearkning to ſnch like matters, 
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| ſtood it out couragiouſly, and ſhe was 
not in the wrong of it, for had ſhe ap- 
pear'd more mild, it might have been 
| interpreted by her Enemies, to her 

Diſadvantage. _ N 
In the mean while, my Lady — 
had the worſt Night of it ſhe ever ſaw 
in her Days; ſhe was a Perſon of Ho- 
nour and Wit; ſhe knew her felf be- 
tray'd by a Perſon whom ſhe was not 
able to hate, and yet was reduc'a to 
ſuch a Nonplus, as to be oblig'd either 
to bre ak off with him for ever, or to 
ſubmit to freſh Pains and Sufferings 
0 * 2 every 
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cry'd ſhe, what could I pretend to by diſgui- 
ſing my ſelf under the Shape of Emilia? 


Heart, before I undertook to convince this 
ungrate ful Man oſ his Infidelity * I ſhould 
have been ſenſible of all my Frailty. This 
would have been a ſure way to prevent me 
8 ; = from making thoſe Steps to be ſatisfy'd of 
13 his Ingratitude. But nom I am not in 4 Con- 
Aition to alt at my own Pleaſure; he will 
look upon me no otherwiſe, than upon an ir- 
reconcile able Enemy, or as a Perſon againſt 
which he has too much Odds, to fear her, of 
perhaps he mill be ſo indifferent, as not to come 
near me, or ſee me, unleſs it be to inſult over 
me. Unto what a moſt cruel Extremity 
have I been reduc'd, by the Advice of the 

| Duke of Monmouth? Alas! I had not 
Mis enough to penetrate into that De ſign, 
when Jengaged to perſonate Emilia, he there- 

by ſecured Famfelf a fafe Meetin g with her ; 
and ſo thoſe two Lovers, happy at my Ex- 
pence, enjoy d the benefit of what time I had 
prepared for them. This laſt Conſideration 
raiſed in her Breaſt more anguiſh than 
all the reſt, and not being able to 
brook her having been made the Bub- 
ble, ſhe now thought of nothing lefs, 
than how to diſcover the whole Secret 
„ to the E. of 4 and to make him 
ſenſible, in what manner he had been 
inpos d upon. He is too much at his Eaſe, 
ſaid he, I muſt not leave him thus at his 
quiet, and if not in regard to me, at * 
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BY Yes every Day. O unſeaſonable' Curioſities, 


Ought not I firſt to have conſulted my omn 
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will raiſe in him a Jealouſy againſt the SE / 


: Duke of Monmouth. All her Seryants fs 

- were gone to Bed, notwithſtanding -  _ = 
" | which ſhe call'd one of her Women, 11 
F and having order d her to bring im 1 
1 Candles, ſhe writ theſe Words: 1 
ji At laſt, my Lord, you receive the ſame NF 
f Treatment I did before. Emilia, your | 
2 WM charming Emilia, is unfaithful ; ſhe was - = 
; WW 7th the Duke of Monmouth ar the ſame | _—_ 


Moment you look'd for her in the Gallery; | — 
1 don't you deſerve to be treated thus ? You, I | 
| ſay, who by your Behaviour towards me 


4 make your ſelf unworthy of meeting with fl 
| better Treatment from others. She deſpiſed | = 


fuch a Conqueſt as yours, as much as it is 
9 deſpiſable in it ſelf; and, if ſhe pretends ta 1 
ſet any value upon it, it is only to enhaunce | M 


of | the price of 'the Sacrifice ſhe is going to make 
74 of it to your Rival. Adieu, ungrateful 
# Man, tis bur reaſon You ſhould enjoy 
15 70 more Ouietneſs this Night than J 


1 do, but with this difference, that I hope to 
paſs, before it is long, my Time with more 


hv Tranquility thaw you. Send this Letter back 
8 by the Bearer. | 1 


68. The Letter being ſealed up, ſhe or- | 
gdered one of her Valet, de chambre to #1 
give to the E. of A- to have him mn 
awakened, and to deliver it to him, vt 


? "W The Earl did not reſt ſo quietly as my 
6 1 imagined, being taken up N 
of with ruminating upon this Ad ven- 8 [| 


i "I 


ture, 


: — 
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| 44 ture, not withont conceiving . ſome 
Jealouſy againſt Emilia, which was 
ſtrangely hightned by this Letter. He 
could not imagine what could move 
her to write at ſo late an Hour; the 
more when he conſidered the Subject 
of it; he read it over ſeveral times; 
he ruminated upon the matter, and 
appeared ſo diſtracted with Thoughts, 
that the Valet de Chambre of my Lady 
—— (who had been order'd to ob- 
ſerve nariowly his Behaviour) ſaid, he 
could believe no otherwiſe, than that 
he had been the Bearer of ſome very 
bad News, He ask'd him ſeveral times 
whether he intended to fend an Anſwer 
by him to his Miſtreſs, and at laſt the 
Earl writ the following Words at the 
bottom of my Lady ————— Letter. 
Tou are too Charitable, Madam, in im- 
parting to me the Treacheries afted again(} 
ne. T ſcarce ever imagined you would kave 
been willing to be my Confident, but ſince you 
habe thought fit to be ſo, I am ready to truſt 
you alſo with my Secrets, and aſſure you, 
that Emilia having thought fit to make me 
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her Bubble, I am reſolved to find out a way 
to puniſh ber ſo ſeverely, as may abundantly 
revenge your Quarrel; and perhaps, in the 
, Conſequence of my Procedure, you will meet 
with ſome reaſon to pardon me, for what y 
fo much complain of now. | 
Having given a ſtrict charge to the 
Valet, to deliver the Billet into his Mi- 
_ Hrefles Hands, he abandon'd himſelf 
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to the moſt melancholly Reflections that 
can well he imagined ; ſometimes he 
would fain have call'd in queſtion the 
truth of this Advice, and of the Per- 
ſon that ſent it, ſince her Sincerity 
might be well ſuſpected in a matter of 
this nature: But after all, he could not 
but believe it at laſt, even in ſpite of 

himſelf, and nothing being more natu- 
ral, than to believe what we fear; he 
would not have queſtioned the Truth, 
even if there had been leſs Probability 


in it than really there was. He actually 


loved Emilia, and had been beloved by 


ber; but the Sweets he had enjoy'd in 


her Converſation, now ſerved only to 
render her Infidelity the more bitter, 
and inſupportable. He was very haugh- 
ty, diſcerning, and of a high Rank, 
and being ſenfible of his great Quali- 
fications, they could not but inſpire him 
with a moſt violent Reſentment againſt 
his Miſtreſs. On the other hand, con- 
ſidering that nothing but his Indiffe- 
rency to my Lady- could have 


brought upon him this Diſgrace, he 


could not but reproach himſelf, for 
having abandon'd the fineſt Woman at 


Court, who treated him with ſo much 
| Tenderneſs, and had preferred him be- 


fore ſo many Rivals of the greateſt 
Quality; refle&ing, I ſay, that after 


having thought himſelf beloved. by two 


Ladies at once, and being cloſely put to 
it Which to chuſe, he now could not 
© „„ make 


5 38 Men is the Engliſh Court. 
make ſute of either, diſtracted with 
theſe Thoughts, he did not ſhut his 
Eyes all the remaining part of the 
; Night, till towards Morning, being then 
quits ſpent with Thonghts, as it hap- 
pens, When People find themſelves tor- 
mented with ſuch-like Paſſions. It was 
very late, when he heard ſome body 
exchanging ſome Words with one of 
his Valers de Chambre; ſo he asked, who 
was there: The E. of S. Albans entring 
the Room, told him: I believe all your 
Servants have agreed to try my Pati- 
ence; I have ſpent near an Hoar in 
coming to your Chamber-door, and in 
perſwading them to open it for me, ſo 
I was going away juſt now. The E. of 
An having begg'd his Pardon for 
the mpertinency of his Servants, ask'd 
whether he could do him any Service. 
The E. of S. Albans ieeing himſelf a- 
lone with him, J bring back to you, 
faid he, a Letter, Which you will be 
ſurprized to ſee in my Hands: Here- 
upon he produced the Letter, written 
by my Lady to him, with his 
Anſwer at the bottom: What can this 
mean, cry'd the Earl, of An, pray ex- 
plain to me a Riddle, too intricate for 
me to unfold. I will tell you in a few 
Words, reply'd the Earl: About four 
Days ago, the King having received In- 
formation, that there was ſome Con- 
ſpiracy (et on foot in London, againſt 
the Government, and being W 
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find out the bottom of it without 
much Noiſe, ordered the Guards to 
Watch; and to ſeize, without Diſtin- 


ction, all they ſhould meet in the 
Night-time. My Lady — NN. 


let de Chambre was already got a pretty 


way from your Houſe, when being 

ſtopt, and ſearched, he begg'd heartily 
to have the Letter Teftor'd to him, but 
being without a Superſeription, and 
therefore the more ſuſpected, of con- 
taining ſome Secret of State, the poor 
Fellow was committed to Priſon, and 


carry'd this Morning before the King. 


The Duke of Alonmouth and I happen- 
ing juſt then to be there, he ordered 
me to open the Letter, and to read out as 
loud the Contents thereof: He was not 
in the leaſt ſurprized at your Corre- 
ſpondence with my Lady- but 
was at your Change, and the Duke of 


Monmouth Paſſion for Emilia, but could 


not forbear laughing at the oddneſs of 
the Chance, which made this Letter 


fall into his Hands. He look'd upon 


the Duke of Monmouth with an Air, 
that diſcovered more of pleaſantneſs 
than Anger; Well, ſaid he ro him, how 
long will you be unfairkful to your 
Wife e Do you never intend to fix 


your Love? Sir, replyed the Dake, theſe 


are only flight Amutements, we take 
to eaſe our ſelves, after being tired 
with ſerious Matters. Truly, laid the 
| Ring; you have then abundance of 
| lerious 
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has long ago ſealed my Lady 
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ferious Bufineſs in your Head, becauſe 
your Hand has ſuch frequent occaſion 
for Amuſements. He being nettled 
and aſham'd, you might have ſeen the. 
Marks of his Anger in his Face; and 
drawing nearer, was going to take 


the Letter out of my Hand; but I 


fearing leaſt his Spite againſt my 
Lady —< might e ee to put 
it to an ill uſe, deſired him to let me 
keep it, till I could reſtore it to her 
ſel She does not deſerve the Eſteem 
you have for her, ſaid be, ſo as that the 
King might underſtand him, and wear it 


only for Revenge-lake, you might not 


let flip ſo happy an Opportunity as this. 
The King fell a laughing again; and, 
faid he, | am ſure the E. of S. Albans 
8 
Pardon, in reſpect to the preference 


The gave to the E. of A——» before 


him ; for I know him to be very indulg- 
ing to the Ladies, and he never cares to 
vex them. Your Majeſty does me Ju- 
Rice, reply d I, Town I extreamly loved 
this Lady, and that if ſhe had been 
pleaſed, ſhe might have turn'd me 
which way ſhe would, but I can't hate 
her, and the E. of A is too much 
my Friend, that I ſhould not give way 


to him upon ſuch an occoſion as this. 


The Duke of Monmouth did not relifh 
my Opinion. Here, ſaid he, is a piece 
of Generofity, without Compariſon 3 
tor my part, againſt whom my . 

as 
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has ſpit her Venome, after I had made 


her a ſharer in my Secrets, and ſince 


ſhe has made ſuch ill ule of it, I am re- 
ſolved to tell her, ſhe is the moſt 
indiſcreet, and the moſt malicious of 
all Women living. The King leaving 
his Cloſet, added the Earl of S. Albans, I 
made all the haſt | could with the Let- 
ter, to let you know what had palſs'd, 
for I don't queſtion, but that the Duke 
of Monmouth is gone to harangue this 
poor afflicted Lady. Did ever you ſee 
ſuch an unfortunate Accident, ſaid the 
E. of A——», when I reflect upon what 
prejudice ſhe has conceived againft me, 
Jam confident ſhe will accuſe me as the 


Author of all the Miſchief; and me- 


thinks I am already ſo ſenſible of tte 
Violence of Emilia, that I need nothing 
more to add to my Vexation, My 
Lord, continued he, tis impoſſible to 
make you ſenſible of the Obligation I 
think I owe you, for what you have 
done upon this Account, when it was 
in your power to create me new Trou- 
bles, but you are convinced by the 
Letter it ſelf, . that I am no more your 
Rival. Tis a good. while ago, replyed 
the E. of S. Albans, ſince I have quitted 
that Pretenſion, 1 am at preſent in a 
Condition to fee all what paſs'd, with- 
out the leaſt Diſturbance. Would it 
pleaſe Heaven .,cryd the Earl of A——n 
Would it pleaſe Heaven I couldſay ſotoo 
in reſpect to Emilia. Whilſt they were 

diſcourſing 
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7 diſcourſing the matter betwixt them, 
my Lady ———— Valet de Chambre 


thought it the neareſt way to get his 
Liberty, to give notice to his Miſtreſs 
of what had happen'd, whilſt ſhe paſs'd 
every moment, under moſt dreadful Ap- 
pPrehenſions, not knowing what to think 
of his long ſtay , eſpecially, after 
having ſent ſeveral Meſſengers to the 
E. of A-—-7 to enquire after him, but 
could learn no more, than that he was 
gone from my Lords, immediately af- 
ter he had received his Anſwer. Thus 
tormented with a thouſand different 
Inquietudes, ſhe had not reſted one 
minute; at laſt ſhe receives a Letter 
from her Valet de Chambre, containing 
an Account of the whole Adventure, 
and how the E. of A 's Letter was 
taken from him. Good God! what an 
addition of Miſery proved this diſmal 
News to the poor, my Lady— — 
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to fee her Letter expoſed to others, 

and perhaps fallen into the Hands of 

ker Enemies whereof handſome Ladies 
have not a few. She conſidered, that 
the Duke of Monmouth diſobliged, Emi- 
lia expoſed, and the E. of A- treat- 
ed worſe than all the reſt. She knew 
not what to do, or on what ſide the 
Storm was like to break out firſt, when 
word was brought, that the Duke of 
Monmouth was come to pay her a_ Viſit. 
He had parted with her the Night be- 
fore, with uncommon — 
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of Friendſhip, and ſhewn himſelt ſo 


far concerned in her Troubles concei- 


ved at her Encounter with the E. 
of A and the Governefles, that it 
was no great matter of wonder, if he 
came to know how ſhe had done the 
laſt Night; but her Heart foreboded 
nothing that reliſh'd of Peace or Tran- 
quility. She was pondering with her 
felf what to ſay to the Duke in caſe he 
had heard any thing of her Letter; and 
ſo neglecting to give Orders for his be- 
ing admitted into her Chamber, the 
Duke, impatient of Delays, enters ab- 
ruptly, and by the Looks he gave her, 
ſufficiently diſcovered the Sentiments 
of his Heart. He was juſt going to 
ſpeak, when ſheinterrupting him, Ohl 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe, come finiſh: the 
Work, in quite overwhelming me with 
Grief; come reproach me with my 
Frailty, come pour out all your inju- 
rious Expreſſions againſt me; I deſerve 
your Wrath, and have no other Arms 
left to defend my ſelf againſt them, 


than a ſincere Confeſſion of my Faults. 


When you commit ſuch indiſcreet 
Actions, ſaid the Duke to her, when 
you take delight in ruining a young 
Lady of Quallity, and that for no other 


Crime, in reſpe& to yon, than to be 
liked by the E. of A—# what can you 


expect from thoſe Perſons who profeſs 
themſelyes her Friends? I expect no- 
thing leſs than their utmoſt Anger, 


 replya 
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reply d my Lad) — and I am rea- 
dy to ſubmit to every thing, without 
Complaint, without looking for Revenge. 
ty But if after all, the Fault I commited 
in diſcloſing your Secret, may admit 
of ſome Excuſe, put your ſelf in my 
place, and reflect, what a Woman is, 
enraged with Spite and Envy. Re- 
member, tis hard to preſerve your 
Reaſon, when you loſe all you love, 
And that I had no better, way of be- 
ing ſrevenged of the Earl. If after this, 
my Lord, you don't think me ſuſfict- 
ently unhappy, add to my Atfliction, 
by the moſt cruel Torments you can 

invent. She appear'd ſo much afflicted 5 

r -theſe Words, and ſo. fair in 
Bis Eyes, that the Duke, who before 
had had ſome Inclinations of her Love 
(to which he was ſcarce able to reſiſt) 
could not find in his Heart, to give her 
any further oceaſion of Trouble. The 
Condition you are in at preſent, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, is a ſufficient Revenge to 
me, and I ſhould upbraid my felf, 
ſhould I add new occaſion of Inquie- 
tude to your Troubles, but at leaſt, 
aſſiſt me in repairing the Evil you have 
created your ſelf, If it be not too late, 
reply'd ſhe, there is nothing I would not 
do; but pray thus far ſatisfy my Cu- 
riofity, as to tell me how you came 
acquainted with the News of this Let- 
ter. The Duke of Monmouth ſeem'd 

ſurpriz'd, and told her, Has not the 5 
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MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 95. 


of S. Albans given you already an Ac» 
count of it? Good God ! cry d fhe, who 
is it you name? Is it poſſible, that he, 
among the reſt, has been acquainted 
with my Frailties ? The Duke then told 
her all that happened before the King; 
and that the E. of S. Albans had under- 
taken to deliver the Letter to her; at 
theſe Words ſhe appear'd more ſurpri- 
zed than ever; ſhe very well remem- 
bred what indifferent an Entertain- 
ment ſhe had given to that Lord, and 
ſhe could ſcarce believe, but. that he 
would revenge his Quarrel. How came 
it to paſs, ſaid ſhe, looking very melan- 
cholly upon the Duke, you would leave 
my Letter in his Hands? Is this the 
act of a Friend? How, Madam, ſaid 
ve, would you have me be your Friend? 
I {wear to you, I was ſo far from 
taking your part, that I would have 
ruin'd you upon the Spot, and that if 
the Letter had come into my Hands, 
] would have poſted it up. You could 
have done nothing better to pleaſe Emi- 
lia, ſaid ſhe, with a great deal of ſeem- 
ing Moderation, but ſuch as proceeded 
more from a pretence of Prudence, 
than from her Inclinations. I could 
have been contented, reply d the Duke, 
to have ruin'd Emilia, provided I could 
have involved you in her Ruin; and 
when I reflect in what manner I was 
betray'd by you, it is impoſſible for 
me to.pardon it. Let us not talk of 
that 


96 Memoirs gf the Engliſh Couat. 

ctghat any more, my Lord, /aid ſhe, giv- 
Ing him her Hand, which he took and 
kits'd (with an eagerneſs far different 

from the Sentiments of an irreconci- 

lable Enemy) 1 muſt endeavour to 
make you amends , by ſome good 
Offices. Alas! Madam, /aid be, rg 

ing upon her with a moſt tender Eye, 

Don't look for an Opportunity of do- 

ing that any where elle, bur with your 

ſelf, fince it is eaſy to be met with 

there: I have lov'd you for a conſide- 

rable time; you have always appeared 

in my Byes, one of the moſt lovely: 
Women in the World; and if I did not 
make my Addrefies to you ſooner, it 

was becauſe 1 nuderftood, that the E. 
of | AJ had got ſo firm Footing 

there already. that I thought it impoſ- 

ſible to ſupplant. hin; but ſince you 

have found him unfaithful, leave him 

to his corrupted Palate, and let us make 
Peace together. My Lady — - 

was not of ſo ſevere a een as to 

be angry wich the Duke of Monmouth 

for łhis Dedlaration of Love, whereby 

ſhe might have an Opportunity of be- 

ing revenged of Emilia; but judging 
* rightly, ſhe ought not to take every 
thing for Truth, which ſeem'd to be 
ſpoke to her only by chance, ſne thought 
it beft to give a turn of a Jeſt to What 
the Duke had propos'd to her in ears 
neſt, and to 12 off the Diſcourſe; 


me ak d, where the E. of S. Albans 
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MEMOIRS of theEvgliſh Court. 97 
could be all this while with her Letter: 
He is queſtionleſs, r7eply'd the Duke, with 
the E. of A——# for of late they are 
molt intimate Friends. I know the 
reaſon of it, ſaid ſhe, and if we have 
nothing elſe to talk of, I can tell it 
you. The Duke, without giving her 
any Anſwer, deſired her only to 
go to the Dutcheſs of: — and to 
give notice to Emilia of what had hap- 
pen'd. A fine Commiſſion indeed, re- 
| ply'd ſhe, would you have me go to tell 
ber what I have done againſt her? I 
| have no other way to let her under- 
ſtand it, ſaid the Duke, interrupting her; 
and it is no more than an act of Juſtice, 
that after having dealt ſo ill with her, 
you ſhould do her a ſmall good turn: 
But, reply's ſhe, do you ſuppoſe ſhe will 
put the leaſt Confidence in me? I Will 
write a Letter to her, and you may talk 
with her alone. And with what an 
Eye would you have me look upon 
| the Governeſs, continued my Lady. 
—— after having felt the Blows of 
| her Catoches; Don't look upon her | 
| at all, ſaid the Duke, you are ſo much 
| above her, that you are not obliged to 
all the ſtri& Rules of Civility with her 
Civilities, faid my Lady ——— in an 
angry Tone, and her Colour r.hng in 
her Face, I ſuppoſe I ſhall pay her none; 
ſhe may be glad if I ſee her without 
ſcoffing at her. The Duke burſt out a 
| iinghing, and ſhe asking him how he 
| G could 
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could laugh at things which had try'd 
her Patience to the higheſt Degree. 
To tell you the truth, ſaid he to her, 
I can't think of that Combat wherein I 
ſaw you engaged laſt Night with the 
two old Matrons, and how nettled you 
were, when I faw you, without laugh- 
ing heartily. Truly, faid ſhe, with a 
ſorrowful Air, it was a pleaſant Sight, 
and conſidering you propoſe. to per- 
ſwade me, that you have a peculiar E- 
ſteem for me, you take the right way | 
for it. The Duke bluſh'd at this Check 
given him, excufing the matter with 
the Oddneſs of the thing, and wiſhing 
: it had happen'd to any body elſe but 

=: her ſelf. e then went into the Clo- 
ſet, and writ the following Letter to 
Emilia. 7 | 


77 
N 


There are too many Confidents of m 
Paſſion i yon; what T now write, is brought 
to you by the Hands of a Lady, who may be 
ſuſpeffed by you; but ſhe has given me her 
Word to ſerve us, and it is no more than 
what ſhe ought to do; after all the ill Offi 
ces ſhe has endeavoured to do us; you will 
nom by her all that happen d, which renders 
me almoſt inconſolable ; if you encregſe my 
Pain, by giving freſh occaſion of Trouble, 
you are the moſt cruel Woman in the World. 
He pray'd my Lady to make 
all the haſte ſhe could to go to S. Fames's, 
the ſaid ſhe would, and ſo they parted 
very good Friends. However, as ſhe was 
ES going 


M 


MxMo1k s of the Engliſh Court. 
going thither, ſhe would needs call at 
the E. of 4-————?7 in hopes to meet 
there with the E. of S. Albans, and 
finding his Footman at the Door 


with his Coach, ſhe ſent in word, ſhe 


bad a mind to ſpeak with him for one 
Minute, and that ſhe would flay for 
him in the Mall. It being a confidera- 
ble time ſince they had ſpoke to one 
another, he could not imagine what it 
was ſhe came about ; there being but 


little likelihood ſhe ſhould already have 


got Intelligence of what had happen'd 
with her Letter, the King and the 
Duke of Monmouth being the only Per- 


ſons who could give her notice of it; 


the King did not concern himſelf fo far 
in the matter, and the Duke hated her 
too much to give himſelf that trouble. 
He ſent her word he would not fail to 
meet her in the Mall, and turning to- 
wards the E. of A- —7, is not this, 
ſaid he, a fine Invention to create a 
Jealouſy in you? She is not ſo ford of 
me, reply'd he with a modeſt Air, to 
take ſo much Pains for me, ſhe knows 
well enough what ſhe is adoing: Tru- 
905 reply'd the E. of 8. Albans, I 

on't value her, and if ſne intended 


98 


to bugbear you, ſhe muſt have caſt her 


Eyes upon one whole Deſerts might 
give you ſome Umbrape, but ſuch an 
old Spark as I, is good for nothing. I 
engage, ſaid the E. of A——# that this 
moment ſhe thinks of neither of us, 
G2 'tis 


bg 
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2-7. Irqsi; her Letter that takes up her 
Thoughts. Queſtionleſs, the Duke of 
Monmouth being quite out of his Wits 
about it, has told the whole Story to 
tome, who have given her an account 
of it again; were it not for the ſhare 
Emilia has in this Adventure, I would 
agree with you, reply'd the E. of 
S. - Albans, but he will certainly take 
care 'of her Reputation. Oh! ſaid the 
KE. of A——— 2, how little are you 
_ acquainted with his Temper, you wall 
find, he will follow only his cholerick 
Humour, and do all the Miſchief him- 
lelf, that is to be done. You ſhall ſoon 
know, faid the E. of S. Albans, for I am 
juſt going to my Lady —. 
This Lady coming to the Dutchefles 
firft, and not ſeeing her, only enquired | 
aftr her Health, and then going to the 
| Apartment of the Ladies of Honour, 
| the firſt Perſon ſhe met with there, was 
the Deputy Governeſs, who made her 
a low Courteſy , but my Lady would 
not as much as vouchſafe her a Look, 
going further into the Room, ſhe found 
Emilia talking with the Governeſs, and 
the ſuppoſing my Lady to have a mind 
to ſpeak with Emilia, left her, and 
advanced not without ſome diſturbance 
to meet and receive my Lady 
who without caſting one Eye upon her, 
took Emilia by the Hand, telling her 
ſhe wanted to ſpeak with her in pri- 
vate. The Governeſs was of a haughty 
9 N Temper, 
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Temper, and thinking ſhe had taken 
too much from my Lady already, in 


offering her the firſt Civilities, without 
any returns on her ſide; and conſide- 
ring that it was not to my Lady, but to 


Emilia, ſhe intended to give the Blows 


with her Catoches in the late NoQur- 


nal Combat, ſhe judged ſhe ought 


not take it ſo far amiſs. Thus being 
well pleaſed, that by her Poſt ſhe might 
challenge a pretence of revenging her 
ſelf upon the Spot, ſhe took Emilia by 
one hand, and then addreſſing her ſelf 
to my Lady —— This is not afit place, 
{aid ſhe, Madam, to talk in private; 

ou muſt not Niſcourſe with Emilia here, 
unleſs in my Preſence. Not to talk 
to her, I will talk to her, reply d my La- 


dy, very haughtily ; and to make you 


the third Perſon in our Converſation, 
pray don't think of it. And I ſay, re- 
ply'd the Governeſs, pulling away 
Emilia with all her force, you ſhall not 


1 ſpeak one word to her, unleſs I am 
by, whilſt my Lady ————tearing ſhe 
ſhould draw her away, pull'd with all 


her Strength by the other Arm. You 


underſtand your ſelf ſo little, ſaid ſhe 
to the Governeſs, that I am not much 


ſurpriſed at your Impertinencies, and 
were you worth my Anger I —— 
The Governeſs interrupting her, gave 


her as haughty an Anſwer, whilft both 
pull'd poor Emilia by the Arms, no 


otherwiſe than if they intended to pull 
8 3 her 


Fat * 
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her to pieces. The Noife they made 
baving brought Philadelphia out of an 
adjacent Cloſet, where ſhe then was, 

ſhe | did all ſhe could to appeaſe the 
Quarrel, but being a Perſon of no ſuf- 
ficient Authority, ſhe loft her Labour, 

and they made as much noiſe as ever. 

Juſt then the Counteſs of who 

was going to pay a Viſit to the Dutch- 
eſs ot. happening to paſs by the 
Apartment of the Ladies of Honour, 
thought no lefs than that they were go- 

ing to ſtrangle one another, ſo in ſhe 
went, and to her no ſmall ſurpriſe, 
found my Lady — and the Gover- 

nefs, ſtill at the pulling Sport: Oh, 
dear Madam, ery'd Emilia, pray make 

Peace betwixt thefe Ladies, and deliver 

me out of their Hands, for I know not 

what to do. The Preſence of the 
Counteſs of —— lomewhat allay'd 

their Fury, but it was a good while be- 

fore ſhe was able to learn the ſubje& of 

the Quarrel, becauſe they were all three 
ſpeaking at once; but the Countels 

| : ſhewing a great deal of Patience, in 
letting them ſpend their firſt Fury, 
(whereof few are Maſters upon ſuch 
like Occaſions) ſhe gave them a favou- 
rable Ear one after another. She bla- 
med my Lady for not having 
repay 'd' the common Civilities to the 
_ Governeſs, (for ſhe knew nothing of 
their firſt Engagement in the Gallery,) 
this keing a ſecret Article they did not 
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MM OIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
think fit to mention in the Treaty of 


— 


peace. Afterwards ſhe check'd the 


the Governeſs, for her pretended Cir- 
cumſpection, in attempting to prevent 


2 Perſon of my Lady s Quali- 
ties, from diſcourſing a Lady of Ho- 
nour of the Dutcheſs of — - and 


decided the matter thus far in fa- 
vour of my Lady, that ſhe ought to 
talk all alone with Emilia. 570 

Hereupon they went immediately in- 
to the ſame Cloſet, from whence Phi- 
ladelphia was come juſt before; but this 
being done in a fright, occaſioned by 
the noiſe ſhe heard in the next Room, 
ſhe had left behind her, unſeal'd, out 


of hafte, a Billet ſhe had begun to 


write to the Duke of Monmouth, and 
Emilia being the firſt who cait her 
Eyes upon it, ſhe read theſe follows 


ing Words: | 


Cure your ſelf of your Paſſion for Emilia; 


ſhe is indeed lovely, but unfaithful, and you 


were not made to be impoſed upon. If you 


will throw off her Fetters, and are inclined to 
embrace others, à certain young Lady, no 


leſs deſerving than her ſelf, makes you 4 
tender of hers, and. Love will ſhew you the 
ſecret of making them not very heavy. But-= 


Can any thing be more irregular than 


the Conduct of Philadelphia? cry'd Emi- 
lia. See, Madam, pray ſee, what a fine 
Declaration of Love ſhe has made. 
My Lady = having peruſed the 

"WS Billet 
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Billet with no little ſurprize, faid, Up- 
on hom has ſhe fix'd her Choice. | know 
not anſwered Emilia, but it always ſeem'd 
to me, as if the E. of , was not in- 
different to her: And to me, reply d 
my Lady - — it always appear'd as 
if ſhe had a particular Kindneſs for the 
Duke of Menmouth. Emilia folded up 
the Letter, and without ſaying one. 
Word more, was agoing to put it into 
| her Pocket; 5 I can 't allow of that, faid 
my Lady Matching it from her, 
you muſt not keep in your Hands a 
| Letter, which enables you to hurt Phi- 
a laclelphia: You are her Rival, and deſire 
of Revenge may prompt you to do 
ſomething, which you your ſelf could 
Fr” 2. perhaps be ſorry for at another time: 
\ - There is no reaſon, reply*d Emilia, you 
5 ſhould take this Letter from me, and 
Keep it your felf; for- perbaps you have 
as much reaſon to hate her as my ſelf: 
however, Madam, lowe you too much 
reſpe& to diſpute any thing with you. 
Good God, ſaid my Lady- in- 
terrupting ber, What makes us trifle a- 
way our time thus, when Jam come 
Hither to talk with you about Mat- 
ters of much greater Moment to us , 
and to make you my Confident ; I have 
4 Letter for you, wherein you will be 
fatisfy'd you ought to conſider me as 
your Friend. She then Pay. _ Hand 
into her Pocket, intending t o pull it 
oy but 8 not Ann it it; ſhe ſearched 
8 N mor 
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every where but in vain. What will 
the Duke of Monmouth think of me, 
cry'd ſhe,” with a mournful Counte- 


nance, conſidering what has happen” 


eady, he will think no leſs, than that 


; 
4 


in their Lamentations. At laft, pray 


Madam, ſaid Emilia, tell me at leaſt; 


what it is-you were to relate to me. 
No, reply'd my Lady I can ſay 
nothing withont the Billet the Duke 
gave me; I have not Strength to ſpeak 
under ſuch continual Vexations ; that 
very Moment Philadelphia came into the 
Cloſet with an Air, which ſufficiently 
ſhew'd, that by this time ſhe had re- 
membred her Letter; but durſt not 
demand it, for fear of being ask'd ſome 


Queſtions ſhe did not care to anſwer, 


by her, that had taken it ; ſhe look'd 
upon them both one after another, as 
if ſhe intended toguels at their Thoughts 
by their Eyes: But they being upon 
their Guard, ſhe could not diſcover any 
thing. However, there being a neceſ- 
ſity of not parting without ſettling the 
matter: Come, ſaid ſhe, let a good 
Underſtanding be re-eſtabliſh'd betwixt 
us; you have my Letter, and I have 
found yours; I am willing to reſtore 
yours, provided you will give me back 
mine : The match is not equal, reply'd 
Emilia, abruptly, you are not mentio- 
ned in the Billet that is in your Hands, 


but in that which we have, are very 


diſo- 


have betray'd him; they both join'd 


# 
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diſobliging Expreffions againſt me. I 
would fain know what reaſon you have 
for ſo doing, and whether you have in 
this acted the part of a Friend, and of a 
f Companion. Yes, reply d Philadelphit, 
every thing is permitted, when one 
loves, and would make ones ſelf to be 
beloved again. Don't quarrel with me 
upon that point, you have two Lovers: 
One is too much, and if I had robb'd 
Fou of him, I am not obliged to make 
you Reſtitution. 
My Lady who was overjoy 'd 
at the Sight of the Duke of Monmonth's 
Letter, and unwilling to ſee theſe young 
Ladies enter into any further Diſpute, 
reſtored the Letter to Philadelphia. Ma- 
dam, cry'd Emilia, muſt not I know 
wnto whom this Letter was written. 
No, you ſhall never know it, reply'd 
Philadelphia ; but let this be your Com- 
fort, that if you are ignorant of the 
Name of my Lover, you are fully ſa- 
tisfy'd, at leaſt, in that of your Rival, 
and fo ſhe left the Room. Emilia fetch- 
ing a deep Sigh, which way ſoever I 
Iook, faid ſhe, I ſee nothing butRivals; 
and even you, Madam, are one 
of the moſt dangerous among them. 
Oh, don't lay that at my Door, ſaick 
my Lady giving her the Duke 
of 33 Letter. | Tis you that I 
am beholding to for a thouſand Evils; 
tis you that have robbd me of a Heart, 


without Which I am not able to live, 
? Are 
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Are you not very cruel, thus to diſturb _ N 
my Repole ? Emilia was too impatient i 
to peruſe the Duke's Letter, to return "0 
an Anſwer to the Complaints of this . | 

Lady; But having read the Letter, ſhe | 
begg'd her to give her an Account of | 
what had happen'd,, which my Lady q 
did, but not without much | 1 
Diſturbance and Reluctancy; what ſhe [ 
had writ to the E. of A u, did Sy 
ſo nearly affect Emilia, and the conſe- 
quence thereof (the whole being come Ml 
to the King's and E. of S. Alban's Ears) 
proved 10 troubleſome that with all 
the Wit ſhe had, (tho' ſhe was 
Miſtreſs of a conſiderable ſhare) ſhe 
could not give it a tolerable handſome 
Turn. Emilia cry'd molt bitterly, and 
in ſpite of all the Careſſes, and asking 
of Pardon of my Lady, remain'd incon- 
{olable. No, ſaid Emilia, I can't com- 

prehend, what ſhould move the Duke 
of Monmouth to make you the Meſſenger 
to me of the Misfortunes whereof you 
your ſelf have been the Author, when 
at the ſame time I knew not how to 
obviate them. He was forc'd to preſs 
me very hard before he could engage 
me to undertake this Errand, reply'd 
my Lady ———and to confeſs to you 
the real Truth, I would have been very 
glad to have been excuſed ; For, having 
been the occaſion of Diſcontent to you, I 
was not very willing to own it to you. 
| am apt to believe, ſaid Emilia, this on 
| | | the 
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the only thing that troubles you, for 
as for the matter it ſelf, you are not ſor- 

ry for it. My Lady, touch'd to the 
quick with theſe Words, and believing 
that her preſent Condeſcenſion, toge- 
ther with the Diſgrace ſhe had received 
from the Governeſs, deſerv'd rather 
ſome Acknowledgment from Emilia, ſhe 
was ſo enraged thereat, that ſhe could 
not forbear to break out into bitter Re- 
7 proaches and Threats. You area little in- 
rateful! cry'd ſhe, you are unworthy 
of the Intelligence I have given you 
concerning your ill Conduct; ?tis that 
that will prove your Ruin, and *tis in 
vain I ſee, to pretend to prevent it. 
As for me, who foreſee your Deftiny, 
F will for the future haſten it; I will 
make your Nocturnal Appointment with 
the Duke, publick, and I will repreſent 
it in ſuch natural Colours, that every one 
ſhall ſay, the Picture is done to the 
Life. And ſo, Madam, ſaid Emilia, 
fluſh'd with Spite and Anger, I will ſet 
you out, according to your Deſerts : 
If you go about to bring upon the 
Stage my Frailties, I can tell ſome of 
yours of an older Date, and you may 
be ſure I will tell the Story from the 
beginning to the end. My Lady 
highly exaſperated at theſe Threatning 
Expreſſions , caſt moſt furious Looks 
upon Emilia, and fully recalling to 
mind all the Sufferings ſhe had under- 


gone, ever ſince the E. of A — 1 
1 9 1 1 85 had 
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had been in love with this young Wo- 
man, ſhe laid hold of an Ink-Glaſs full 
of Ink, which Philadelphia had made uſe 
of juſt before, when ſhe writ to the Duke 
of Monmouth, and threw it into Emi- 
lia's Face, and then lett the Room with 
a quick Pace, to avoid the conſequence 
of ſuch a violent Action, which would 


in all probability have ended in a Com- 
bat with Emilia, This young Lady 


left thus almoft in Deſpair, cry'd more 
for Rage than Vexation ; ſhe durſt not 
appear in the Apartment of the Ladies 
of Honour, for fear of being ridiculed. 
But ſoon changing her Thoughts, began 
to conſider of matters of greater Conſe- 


quence, viz. how to appeaſe the E. of 
A n, about her meeting the 


Duke of Monmouth; And ſhe was ſo much 


taken up with theſe Conſiderations, 


that ſhe forgot to wipe off the Ink from 
her Face. 

So ſoon as the E. of S. Albans went a- 
way from the E. of A —7, he 
aroſe out of his Bed, to ſtudy Revenge 
againſt an unfaithful Miſtreſs, and a 
happy Rival. He took Coach, and as 
yet unreſolved what to do, went to 
the Park. The firſt Perſon he met with, 
being the E. of S. Albans, he made up 
towards him, but being told he ſtay d 
for my Lady— —he went off imme- 
diately, and meeting with ſome of his 
Acquaintance, they found him in ſuch 
a Confuſion, that they thought it beft 
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to leave him to his own Thoughts. 
The better to avoid all manner of 
Company, he retired to a By-place, 
where he could fee the Clofet-Win- 
dows” from whence he had often had an 
Interview with Emilia. | 
The Sight thereof recalling to his 
Mind, both his Love and his Indigna- 
tion, and the laft being then the predo- 
minant Paſſion, he reſolved to break off 
quite with a young Woman, who made 
him a Sacrifice to the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, and what moſt of all vexed him 
Was, that this Sacrifice had been ex- 
poſed to the King. With this Reſolu- 
tion away he goes to the Dutcheſs 
of — and entring ſtrait the Apart- 
ment of the Ladies of Honour, he 
found no body there but their Waiting- 
Women. He ask'd where their Mi- 
ſtreſſes were, and being told Emilia was 
in the Cloſet, he went in abruptly. 
But how ſtood he amazed? What vari- 
_ ety of Thoughts diſtracted his Mind, 
When he ſaw her Face black, like a 
Black-Moors, and her Eyes overflow'd 
with Tears ? He look'd upon her hke 
one Thunder-ſtruck, without uttering 
one Word. She now remembring the 
Ink on her Face, and conſequently the 
cauſe of his Silence, judged this to be 
a happy Moment to redreſs her Cre- 
_ dit. She being a young Lady of great 
Preſence of Mind, and of a quick Ap- 
prehenſion, who are thoſe tattling 
| | | 5 Fools, 
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MMO IRS of the Engliſh Court. UK 
Fools, ſaid ſhe, that have told you my 
Reſolution of putting an end to my 
Life? Why do you come here, to divert 
me from ſo good a Deſign? No, no, 
my Lord, I can't out-live the ill Im- 
preſſions my Enemies have made upon 
you concerning my late Conduct. I 
have as you ſee, begun to disfigure 
this unfortunate Beauty, which 1s the 
cauſeof your Jealouſy, and am reſolved 
to finiſh what remains as yet undone. 
If in any other Country but England, a 
Woman ſhould be heard to talk at that 
rate, it would be look'd upon only as an 
effect of a freakiſh Paſſion ; but you 
mult obſerve, that there they are more 
poſitive in ſuch like Reſolutions, and 
{ſometimes out-do even the Hero's of 
the ancient Romances. —_ 

The E. of A— u, reflecting up- 
on what Emilia had told him, and touch- 
ed to the very Heart, look' d upon her 
with Eyes that ſpoke more of Love 
than of Hatred. Emilia, Emilia, ſaid 
he, fighing, tis not your Death that 
can juſtify your Heart to me, but it is 
your Conduct muſt do it: Had not the 
Duke of Monmouth obtained from you a 
Meeting, which ought to have been re- 
ſerved ſor me alone, I ſhould be leſs 
unhappy , and your Virtue leſs expo- 
ſed. I have nothing to upbraid my 
{elf with, reply'd ſhe, unleſs it be to 
have loved in your ſelf, an ungrate- 
ful and jealous Lover, who is apt to 
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receive the worſt of Impreſſions againſt 


me; let me be never ſo innocent. Tis 
true, I was in the Room with the Duke 
of Monmouth, but it is no leſs true al- 


ſo, that I expected to have met you 
there. He did get your Letter into 


his Hands, he counter feited your Wri- 


ting: But what has he got by taking all 


World, after I ſhould have told you the 


this Pains, nothing but to ſee himſelf 
convinced of my Reſolution and Con- 
ſtancy for you? He left me all in De- 
ſpair, and I did imagine, you would 
have been the moſt fatisfy'd Man in the 


oddneſs of this Adventure. Alas! my 
Lord, inftead of the expected Ackfiow- 


tedgement, I loſe you, and with yori 


my Honour and Reputation. She then 


tigh'd .and cry'd, with ſuch Violence, 
that ſhe was not able to ſpeak any long- 
er; but ſhe had ſaid enough, to con- 
vince: the E. of A————— of her 
Tenciernels and Fidelity. He threw 
himſelf at her Feet, he took hold of 


ther Hands, and bedew'd them with his 
bears: He ask'd her pardon, fer having 


been feduced by Appearances, and enqui- 


red how her Face became ſo black. She 
told him the: had broke the Ink-Bottle 
in her own Face. He wes ready to run 
ciſtrafed, whereas any other but he 
would ſoon have obſerved, there were 
not the leaſt Marks of Cuts or Wounds 
in her Face, Byt Lovers Eyes are in- 
fatuated. - ö 
The 
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The Earl left Emilia ſo full of Love, 
that ſeeing the Earl of S. Albans walk- 
ing with my Lady-———in the Park, 

he would needs go unto them, and ta- 
king the Earl on one fide, Take your 
Share, my Lord, ſaid he, in my Satis- 
fact ion, Emilia is Conſtant, I am ſatis- 
fy'd ſhe loves me for ever; The whole 
matter has been clear'd betwixt us, to 

the Confuſion of our Enemies; She is 
the moſt virtuous and moſt tender 
young Lady in the Univerſe, I adore 
her, I am diſtracted for her, and am re- 


. ſolved never to believe any thing to 


her Diſadvantage. Having ſpoken theſe 
Words, he went his way, without as 
much as looking upon my Lady and 
without ſtanding for the Earls Anſwer. 


However, ſhe had continued ſo near 


them, as to underſtand every Word he 
ſpoke, becauſe he talk'd pretty loud, 
and if he had not, ſhe had too near a 
Concern in the matter, not to liſten to 
their Diſcourſe with the utmoſt Atten- 
tion. She was ſo much afflicted there- 
at, that the Earl of S. Albans might ea- 
fily diſcover the Sentiments of her 
Heart, by the paleneſs of her Counte- 
nance, You are to be pity'd, Madam, 
{aid he to her, ſighing, becauſe you are 
in Love with a Man, who loves you no 
longer. Alas! faid ſhe, with a melan- 
cholly Voice, *tis this that reduces me 
to Deſpair. I ſhall be in every Bodies 
Mouth ; my Frailty, and the mean Fi- 

„„ gure 
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| gure I now make, will be the Subject of 


every Bodies Diſcourſe. Madam, re- 
ply'd he, had you been in the Humour 


to accept of my Services, you would 


never have been expoſed to ſuch cruel 
Inquietudes. My Heart acts the Vo- 
Junteer, reply'd ſhe, it conſults nothing 
but its own Inclinations, it was beyond 
my power to regulate my Conduct, o- 
therwiſe than I have done; pray pity 
me, but don't aggravate my Pain, by 
uſeleſs Reproaches. She was not ina 
Condition to ſay more, ſo returning to 
her Lodgings, ſhe order'd her Servants 
to let no body come to ſpeak with her, 
except the Duke of Monmouth, unto 
whom ſhe was willing to give an Ac- 
count of what had paſs'd, and the Earl 
of S. Albans having reſtored the Letter 


to her, this proved in ſome meaſure an 


allay to her Pain. 1 | 

The Dake of Monmouth coming ſoon 
after to pay her a Viſit, ſhe related to 
him the different Paſſages that had hap- 
pen'd ; but when ſhe came to the Ad- 
venture of the Ink-Bottle, wherewith 
ſhe had made a Mask for Emilia, he 
ſeem'd to be much concern'd there- 


2, and told her, he could not but 


ctiſlike ſuch violent Proceedings with a 
young Lady of Quality, and one whom 
mne bad\ much offended already in her 
},etter to the Earl of 4— u, and 
tor whom ſhe knew he had a very ten- 
ger Concern, But ſo ſoon as ſhe told 

FFF) ox > 7 on 
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kim what paſs'd betwixt the Earl of 
n, and the Earl of S. Albans, 

he turn'd his Anger another way ; and 
told her, he now hated her, as much as 
he loved her before. He made my 
Lady ————— repeat to him ſeveral 
times, what the had related before, 
and was overjoy'd to try if he could 
pick out ſome ſeeming Contradi&ions, 
which might raiſe in him ſome doubt of 


1 the Truth of the Relation. He wiſhed 


it might be a piece of her own invent- 
ing, but ſaw her remain ftedfaſt in 
vouching the matter: At laſt, he reſol- 


ved to go to the Earl of S. Albans, in 


order to be ſatisfy'd in what he had been 
told by the Earl of A 2. 

juſt as he was coming out of my 
Lady 's Lodgings, he eſpy'd one 
of ths Earl's Footmen, and asking where 


his Maſter was, he was told at Prince 


R The Duke hereupon order'd 
his Coachman to drive thither with all 
poſſible ſpeed, and he, willing to obey 
his Maſter, drove ſo haſtily, that he 
overturn'd the Coach, but the Duke got 


no harm, except ſome llight Contuſions. 


Several Perſons of Quality that hap- 
pen'd to paſs by at the ſame time, 
alighted out of their Coaches, to pay 
their Compliments, Which being retur- 
ned by him, he went ſtraitways to the 
Prince, and ſent in to deſite the Earl of 
S. Albans to come down to him; but ont 
ol the Prince's Gentlemen came down 


2 to 
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to tell him from his Maſter, he was 
come down Stairs to ſpeak with him. 

The Dake did alight, but not with- 

=p out ſome Reluctancy, all his Thoughts 

1 running upon what my Lady 
had told him, ſo that he was ſcarce fit 

for any other Entertainment at that 
Juncture. He was conducted. into the 
little Apartment of the Prince, whi- 

ther he commonly uſed to retire with 

his beſt Friends; he was then a little 

out of Order by a Bruiſe he had recei- 

ved lately; the Earl of S. Albans kept 

him Company, and there was a Seaman 
of Provence diſcourſing with them. The 
Duke of Monmouth, after having faluted 
thePrince,ask*d him whether he had any 
> thing to command him: I wiſh, ſaid he, 
you would join your Intereſt with 
mine, in recommending this Seaman to 
Captain David, to entertain him aboard 
his Yatch. The Seaman alſo addreſſed 
| himſelf to the Duke, but in ſuch, a 
Jargon Dialect, that he could ſcarce 
underſtand what he meant. However, 
without enquiring any further into his 
Qualifications, and what might induce 
the Prince to deſire his Recommenda- 

tion, knowing, that his Authority over 
Captain David was ſuch, as not to fear 
a Denial, he began to write his Letter; 
Whilit he was writing, the Seaman clapt 
him upon the Shoulder, telling him, he 
Mould not forget to mention in his Let- 


ter, that he was a Native of Provence; 
within 
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within two Minutes he gave him ano- 
ther Clap upon the Shoulder, telling 
him, he underſtood his Buſineſs very 
well. The Duke ſeem'd ſomewhat 
ſurpriz'd at his Boldneſs: But ſoon at- 
ter he gave him another ſound one, 


_ worth all the reſt, deſiring him to put 


ſomething or orher in his Letter. The 
Duke began to be angry, and riſing ha- 
ftily from his Chair, and looking back- 
wards, were it not for the Reſpect I owe 
to the Prince, ſaid he to him, I would. 
teach thee how to be ſo familiar with 
me: He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe 
Words, but the Seaman laugh'd in his 
Face, as loud as he could, and the 
Prince did the ſame. The Duke now 


beginning to gueſs, there muſt be ſome 
Myſtery in the caſe, look'd attentively 
upon the Seaman, and ſoon knew him 


to be the Duke of Buckingham. They 
embraced like two dear Friends, and 
notwithſtanding the Duke of Monmouth's 
whole Mind was bent upon his amorous 
latreagues at that time, he was very wil- 
ling to know the reaſon of this ſtrange 
Metamorphoſis, which he deſired he 
would relate to him. 


I will tell it you in a few Words, re- 


ply'd the Duke of Buckingham. My 
Lord and I being agreed to join our In- 
tereſt and Power in the Delivery of the 
Counteſs of — „ and that which of 
us ſhould hear the firſt News of her, 


ſhould communicate it to the other ; 
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I ſet Watches about the Houle, to find 
out, if poſſi ble, where ſhe was, whilſt 


J kept at ſome diſtance, wrapt up in 


my Cloak; But there l might have ſtaid 


till now, bad it not been for my Lord 
— His Valet de Chambre s Wife nur- 
ſed & Son of the Counteſſes; it was by 


means of that Nurſe ſhe had written 
formerly to my Lord —when ſhe 


was carty*d into pert WY Pi and he 
endeavoured to meet her. As ſhe could 


not go into Holland without ſome neceſ- 
ſaries (her Husband having reſolved 


to carry her thither) he ſent Eſther to 


fetch what ſhe deſired, but attend- 


ed by two Men-Servants, who had 
ſtrict Orders given them, not to. {tir 


from her till they. had brought her back 


to the place, where he lay conceal'd 
with his Lady, being, at a great diſtance 
from his own. Accerdingly s Eſther 
pack'd up her Miſtreſs 8. Baggage, and 
eaſily. found means to ſpeak to the 
Nurſe, under pretence that ſhe ſhould 
alſiſt her for better Diſpatches ſake. 
Whilſt they were buſy in ſo doing, 
without being overheard by any body, 
ſhe took this Opportunity to tell her; 
Go tell my EOrd t, it is no time 
to be angry with the Counteſs, but that 
he muſt leave no Stone unturn'd to pre- 
vent her being carry d into Holland: My 


Lord being reſolved to embark with 


her aboard the Vatch, the King intends 


to ſend to the Hague to the Duke of 
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Newbure . Eſther came back ſoon after 


to the ont and the Nurſe acquit- 


ted her ſelf of her Commiſſion with 
much Dexterity. My Lord found me 
out immediately, and we beſtow'd a 
great part of the Night in Conſultati- 


ons, What was beſt to be done; When 
we reflected OHV. the Earl's Quality, 


and the Lady's Reputation, which we 


were more tender of, than ſhe has been 


of late her ſelf, we eonld no: determine 


to proceed to any violent Reſolutions. 
But I came this Morning to the Prince, 


and told him what a dilemma I lay un- 
der; He knowing me to have a peculiar 


Talent at dilguiling my ſelf, adviſed 


1— — Tis true, ſaid the Prince: in- 
terrupting him, you have ſuch a pecu- 
liar Gift of contriving Maſquerades, 
that I can't forbear to relate to the Duke 
of Afonmouth, what happen'd betwixt 


you (during our civil Trouble) and 
 Treton's Wite, becauſe it has in it ſome- 


thing that is extraordinary divert- 
ing, but by reaſon of my IIInefs, I 


hope the Earl of S. Alb-ns, who knows 


the whole Adventure better than my 
ſelf, will eaſe me of that trouble; 
The Earl began thus : 


The whole Kingdom was in a moſt 
terrible Cumbuſtion, and the King's 
Servants were perſecuted in all Places. 
The Duke of Buckingham having taken 
up Arms, in Con ſun _ PO the Earls 


of 
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120 MENMOIRS ef the Engliſh Court. 
of Holland and Peterborough, they put 

= | . _ themſelves at the head of Five hun- 
TG - dred Horſe, in hopes that by their Zeal 
aäläancdl Courage they might do ſomething 
for ithe King's Service. They were en- 

gaged by Major Gibbons, near Kingſton, 

where the Brother of the Duke of Buck- 

ingham loſt his Life in the Flower of his 

= Age, being a Perſon highly accompliſh- 
# ed both in Body and Mind; His Death 
| cauſed ſuch a Conſternation among his 

Party, that they retreated, tho' in very 

good Order, to Kingſton. The next Day 

they marched out again to S. Net, where 

a ſecond Engagement happening, the 
Duke of Buckingham did Wonders, and. 

2 in the very prime of his Youth gave ear- 

" Ty Proofs of his Valour and Conduct, 

not inferiour to the braveſt and moſt 

experienc'd Captain of his Age. For- 

tune had for a conſiderable time before, 

declared it {elf againſt us, and it ſeem'd, 

that to fight for a good Cauſe, was ſuf- 
ficient to have the worſt of it. The 

Duke of Buckingham ſeeing himſelf re- 

dluced to this Extremity, retreated to 

- Lancola, with Sixty Horſe only. The 

Earl of Peterborough . ſaved himſelf by 

| Flight in the Netherlands, and the 
"4. - Earl of. Holland, with a great many 
| Officers and Perſons. of Note, were 
taken Priſoners, beſides what remained 
lain in the Field. The Enemy now ha- 
ving thought fit to treat them - with 
Lenity, in order to engage them, in 
*s their 
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their Intereſt, or at leaſt, not to bare 
Arms for the future, againſt what they 2 
ſtiled the Government. The Earl of; | 1 
Holland being firſt conducted to the 
Caſtle of Warwick, was afterwards con- 
fined to his own Houſe; and they ha- 
ving ſome peculiar Reſpect for the Duke 
of Buckingham, he bad his Pardon offer d 4 
him, in regard eſpecially of his youth, | 
provided he would {ſurrender in 75 
Fourteen Days, and acknowledge his is 
Fault, This Offer proving no wiſe agree- 
able to a Perſon, who had an Averſion 
to, and deſpiſed thoſe who thought they 3 
did him à ſignal piece of Service; he | | 
rejected it, perſiſting in his Reſolution oy 
of doing the King what Service he could. BW 
But. conſidering, that, if he continued. 
in Arms, he ſhould be ſoon overpow- 
er'd by the Enemies, fand perhaps fall 
alive into their hands, he reſolved to | 
ſhelter himſelf in London, partly to ſhew 15 
his Intrepedity and Conſtancy, partly. * 


— 4 222 — 


there to gain and encourage as many as 
he could to the King's Party. w 1 
At the ſame time, being reſolved not 9 
to ſhut, himſelf up in ſome private " 
place or other (as another perhaps would 
have done) he cauſed himſelf to be 
made a FJack-Pudding's Coat, a little 
Hat, with a Fox's-Tail on it, and ador- 
ned with Cock's Fethers: Sometimes 
he appear'd in a Vizard Mask, ſome- 
times he had his Face bedaub'd with 
Flower, ſometimes with Lamb-black, 
according 
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according as the Fancy took him. He 

= , | had a Stage erected at Charing-Craſs, 

| where he was attended by Violins and 
Puppet-Players. Every Day he brought 
forth new Ballads (of his own making) 
upon what paſs'd in Town, wherein he 
himſelf often had a Share. Theſe he 
fung before ſeveral thouſands of SpeQa- 
tors, who came every Day to ſee and 
hear him. He alſo fold Mithridate, and 
his Galbanum Plaiſter, and thus paſs'd 
away his Time in the greateſt Security, 
in this great City, in the midſt of his 
Enemies, whilſt we were oblig'd to fly, 
and to conceal our ſelves in ſome Hole 

* r other. 

The Dutcheſs of Richmond his Siſter, 
was narrowly guarded ot White-Hall, 
her Husband being then kept a Priſo- 
ner at Mindſor. The Duke of Bucking- 
ham having got notice when ſhe was ta 
be carry d 1 thither, ſet up his Stage that 
Day, at a place where of neceſſity ſhe 
muſt paſs by (having ſomething to ſay 
to her, which concerned their joint In- 
tereſt) which when ſhe did, he cry'd 
gut to the Mob, he intended to give 
them a Song, made upon her and the 
Duke of Buckingham. The Mob ſtopt 
the Coach and the Dutcheſs, the Guards 
being willing enough to comply, be- 
cauſe they were glad to ſee her affront- 
ed. Nay, ſo outragious were the Mob, 
that they forced the Dutcheſs, who was 


then the handſomeſt Woman in England, 
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to ſit in the Boot of the Coach, and to 
hear him ſing all his impertinent Songs. 
Having left off ſinging, he told them, 
it was no more than reaſon he ſhould 
preſent the Dutcheſs ſome of the Songs, 
whereof ſhe was the main Subject, and 
ſo he comes down from his Stage, load- 
en all over with Papers, and ridiculous 
little Pictures: Being juſt come to 
the Coach, he took off a black piece of 
Taffata, which he always wore over one 
of his Eyes, and then his Siſter diſco- 
vered immediately Who he was, yet ſne 
had ſo much Preſence of Mind, as not 
to give the leaſt ſign of Miſtruſt, nay, 
ſhe gave him ſome opprobious Language, 
but was very eager of ſnatching at the 
Papers he threw into her Coach, and 
among them a Packet of Letters, which 
ſhe had no ſooner got, but ſhe went for- 
ward, the Duke at the head of the 
Mob attending, and hollowing her a 
good way out of the Town. | 

But in ſpite of all this Diſguiſe, his 
Shape appear'd ſo exquiſitely fine, and 
he danced on the Stage with ſo good a 
Grace, that Crommell's Daughter (ſhe who 
was married to Vreton, one of the moſt in- 
veterate Enemies to the King) having 
eſpy'd him out of her Window upon 
the Stage, took ſuch: a .liking to him, 
that ſhe ſent him word, ſhe wanted to 
ſpeak with him. He was not inſenſi- 
ble what Hazard he run, and how dif- 
cult it would be to avoid being diſco- 
5 . 1 5 vered; 
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__  'vered; he remain'd uncertain for ſome 
time, whether he ought thus to deliver 
Himſelf into the Hands of his Enemies, 

and reſolved not to go. But after all, 
his Courage, which was always an Ene- 
my to Fear, over-ballancing all other 

Reflections, he conſidered with him- 
felf, that, in caſe he could enter in- 
to an amorous Intreague with this La- 
dy, he might by this means be let into 
all the Secrets of her Husband, with- 
out whoſe Advice Cromwell ſcarce under- 
took any thing of Moment. Upon this 
Confideration, blaming his Prudence, 
which he call'd unſeaſonable, he went 
the ſame Night to the Lady. He had 
changed his Fack-Pudding's Dreſs," for 
another very rich one, over Which he 
wore a Cloak; and he had once a mind 
to have allo taken of the Plaiſter; But 
met with a more kind Reception, than 
If he had had both his Eyes entire. 
She gave him ſuch undeniable proofs of 
her Tenderneſs, that he was fully fatis- 
fy'd he might without Danger tell her 
His Name: But found ſuch an Averſion 
in himfelf to her Perſon, by reaſon of 
her Father, that ſhe was alomſt inſup- 
portable to him, and conſequently re- 
ceived her Carefles with fo much Cold- 
neſs, nay,even with Slight, as reduced her 
almoſt to Deſpair. At laſt, being urg- 
ed for a conſiderable time to tell her 
the Reaſon, he told her boldly, he was 
a Jew, and by their Law forbidden not 
f tO 


3 


amazed, that a Man, who by his Pro- 


feſſion was to cheat all the World upon 
the Stage, ſhould be ſo ſtrait lac'd in 


his Conſcience. As ſhe of her ſelf was 


not learned enough to confute his Afﬀer- 
tion by Strength of Argument, ſhe 
ſent for a famous Jewiſh Rabbi, and pro- 


miſed him a good Reward. The Duke 
coming that Night to pay her a Viſit, 


was not a little ſurprized, when he ſaw 
this old grave Fellow come into the 
Room, and to offer him, that he would 


eaſily remove this Scruple. The Duke 


being not ſo well verſed in the Talmuth,as 


to enter into a Diſpute with the Rabbi, 
had no other way left to get clear of 
the matter, than to beg two Days 
reſpite to confider of it. But now, 


fearing in good earneſt to be diſcovered, 


ving an Inclination to let Jreton's Wife 


he left London, and took his way to the 
Downs. Juſt before his departure, ha- 


know unto what Tribe the Jew (ſhe had 
loved ſo tenderly) belong, he ſent her 
a Billet, written with that Vivacity of 
Wit, which you know 1s natural to 


him; I give you leave to gueſs at her 


Surprize, and whether ſhe did not re- 
proven her ſelf a thouſand times, for 
having betray'd the Secrets of her Fa- 
mily. | : 
The Earl of S: Albans was ready to 
die with laughing at this Paſſage, unto 
Which the Prince added ſeveral par- 
ticulars, 
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to love a Chriſtian Woman. She ſtood 
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ticulars, which the Earl had left out. 
The Duke of Monmouth reeurn'd them 
Thanks for this moſt diverting Relati- 


on of the Duke of Buckingham's Ad- 


venture. I muſt confels, ſaid the Duke 


of Buckingham, the Eatl has repreſented 


every thing to the beſt Advantage, and 
given a moſt happy turn to an Adven- 
ture, which in it ſelf is no more thah 
a Trifle, he has been pleaſed to EXagge- 
rate every thing to my Praiſe, and tho” 


bis favourable Sentiments for me 


are . highly acceptable to me. I 
muſt atter all frankly own, never 
heard any thing with more impatience 
in my Life; and when J reflect, that 
this account has prevented my going a- 
way, I am ready to deſpair. I am ful- 
ly reſolved, faid he to the Dkeof Mon- 
mouth, to go in this Equipage you ſee 
me in, aboard the Yatch that 1s ready 
to fail for Holland; 1 will go aboard her 
in the Quality of a common Seaman, 
1 will make my ſelf known to the 
Counteſs, and will concert Meaſures 
with her, how to get her out of her 
Husband's Hands. He will not in the 
leaſt miſtruſt me, and I may perhaps 
meet with a happy Opportunity, be- 
fore our arrival at the Briel; and were 
it only for the pleaſure of ſeeing her 
during the Voyage, this will ſute much 
better with my Inclination, thin to 
ſtay behind ber Ada her. | 
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I never ſaw a more aniorous Man in 
the World than you are, ſ:id the Earl 
of S. Albans, and I mt accuſe you of 
Ingratitude, becauſe you have conceal- 
ed from the Company, that it was I that 
furniſhed you with theſe fine Seamens 
Cloaths, under the Diſguiſe whereof. 
you are to perform ſuch gallant amo- 
rous Exploits. *Tis true, ſaid the Duke, 
were I not ſo eager to go, I would with 
a great deal of Pleaſure make up Ac- 
counts with you, and acknowledge my 
Debts ; But as the caſe ſtands now, I 
muſt either go immediately, or die upon 
the Spot this Minute. At this the 
Prince fell a laughing. Were you of 
about Eighteen Years. of Age, ſaid he, 
you ought to be excuſed, but at ſuch 
an Age as ours, we ſhould be Mafters of 
a little more Moderation. You are free 
to ſay what you pleaſe, my Lord, an- 
{wered the Duke, as to what concerns 
my ſelf, I hold this for a ſure Maxim, 
That it is eaſier to defend ones ſelf a- 
gainſt the Aſfſaults of Love, than to pre- 
1cribe certain Bounds, after one loves. 
Love being a Child, is an Enemy to 
theſe Rules of Wiſdom, you would 
maliciouſly inſinuate into me. 

The Duke of Monmouth having in 
the mean while withdrawn himſelf with 
the Earl of S. Albans, into a ſpacious 
Dining-Room, called the Room of Plea- 
fure, by reaſon of the fine Paintings 
that were to be ſeen there, and that 

| the 
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the Prince uſed to entertain and feaſt 

: his Miftrefies in it. Tis certain, that 
„ _- aw remaindeSof this Day, the Duke 
5 of Monmouth was afflicted with the moſt 
heavy Inquietudes, after having receiv- 


ec cd pokitive and molt ſincere Aſſurances 
= TE from the Earl of S. Albans, concerning 
—_ | what the Earl of 4——» had entruſt- 
=" ed him with, in reference to Emilia. 
j 0 Now it was that the Duke thought him- 


felf all along in an Error, to believe 
ſhe loved none but him. Oh! ſaid he, 
the laſt is always the moſt happy with 
her, and how eaſie is a Man, who ſets 
up for Conftancy, made a Bubble off. 
| Hle exclaim'd againſt the whole Sex in 
PE general, and beſftow'd a Thouſand Curſ- 
es upon his Miſtreſs in particular. Whilſt 

he was bemoaning his Misfortunes, the 

Earl of S. Albans was very attentive in 

hearing a Canary-Bird ſing; The Duke 

looking upon hin for ſome time, with- 

out ſpeaking one Word, Yes, ſaid he, 

I could find in my Heart to kill you, 
W oP you Canary-Bird, and all the World be- 
* ſicle; for is it pofſible that ſo polite a 
Man as you are (ſuppoſing you were 
none of my Friend, as I don't ſuppoſe 
you are) is it poſſible, ſay I, you ſhould 
not have ſo much Complayance, as to 
bare a Share in my Affliction and Re- 
tentment. I have kept no Tears in re- 
ferve, reply'd the Earl ſmiling, having 
ſhed them all before on account of my 
- own Misfortunes; and I have bought 
; 8 | Love 
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Love at ſo dear a rate, that all your - 


Pains” taken together, can't ſtand in 


Competition with the leaſt I have ſuf- 


fered. Oh! cty?d the Duke, you are 


ungrateful to complain; your Suffe- 


rings were recompenced by ſuch ſecret 


Enjoy ments, as can't be purchaſed at 
too high a price. I have ſeen the 


Draught of the old Court, and know 
every thing that pals'd, in reſpect to 


you, and have been concern'd in your 


behalf; but how well you deſerve it, 
I judge by the moſt gracious Returns 
you are pleaſed to make me. The Earl 
burſt out a langhing ſo lond, that being 


heard by the Prince, and the Duke ok 


Buckingham, they begg'd them to return 


to their Converſation. But the Duke of 


Monmouth defired: the Earl to ask his 


Excuſe with the Prince, and ſo he was 


going down Stairs without ſaying any 
thing, except, that, in the Humour he 


was then in, he was good for nothing, 
except it were to kill Emilia. Now, 1 
expect, return'd the Earl, you will turn 


the Deftroyer of Human Race. Tis 
not above a moment ago when you were 
for killing even the poor Canary-Bird, 
it will prove a hard matter for one to 
eſcape your Fury. Adieu, ſaid the 
Duke, you talk at Pleaſure, have a care 

it may not be my turn another day. 
He went away in great haſt, but was 
ſcarce come to the bottom of the Stairs, 
when ſeeing the King come in, he 
1 Was 
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was obliged to conduct him up Stairs, 


and the Duke underſtanding that the 


King was coming, would fain have 
been gone. The Prince told him, that 


if he would go into his Cloſet, he might 
from thence go down a pair of back 


Stairs, to another Apartment; but 
when he came into the Cloſet, he could 


find no other Door there, than that, 
thro? which he came in; the Prince ha- 
ving contriv'd this Stratagem on pur- 
pole to make him to ſtay there till he 


could ſhew him to the King in his Sea- 


man's Diſguiſe. _. | 
The King came in laughing, follow'd 


| only by the Duke of Monmouth. I am 


come, faid he to the Prince, to tell you 
'a very pleaſant Story: You know, that 


ſince the diſcovery of the late Conſpi- 
racy , I ſent Orders to the Sea-Ports, 


not to ſuffer any one to go be- 


-yond Seas, without a Paſs, Sign'd by 
my own Hand. One of my Yachts be- 


the Earl of. 


ing ready to ſet fail for Holland, whi- 
ther I ſent it to the Prince of Newburg, 
with his Lady, (who 


__ appear'dextreamly melancholly) would 


fain have embark'd aboard her ; he de- 
fired the Captain to tranſport them to 
Holland, but he ſhewing ſome unwilling- 
neſs, oflers him a great Summ of Money. 
The Captain now beginning to ſuſpect 
them, and thinking there was ſomething 
more than ordinary in the matter, not on- 


ly refuſes them Paſſage, but alſo cauſes 
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bim and his Wife to be ſeized, and is 
come to give me an Account ofthe 
matter. I give you leave to gueſs in what 


à Condition the poor jealous Husband is 
by this time. The Prince then asking 
the King what Reſolution he had taken 
in that Affair? I have reſolved, ſaid he, 
to let them go where they will: His 
Counteſs is very hand ſome in my Eyes, 
but ſhe ſhews not the leaft Acknow- 
ledgment of my Favours, nay, ſhe 
has not thought it worth her while, to 
crave my. Aſſiſtance, and fo I will not 
intermeddle in the Buſineſs. The Duke 
of Buckingham overheard what the King 
12id, and being now no more Maſter of 
his Paſhon, out of the Cloſet he comes, 


and throws himſelf at the King's Feet. 


The King looking upon him, but with- 
out knowing him, ſaid, Friend, what 
wouldſi thou have? The Duke, who 
had forgot his Diſguiſe, and who uſed 


to be treated by the King in the ſame fa- 


miliar way, reply'd,, What I would 
have, Sir? Alas! can't you eafily think 
of it, knowing, as you actually do, my 
Paſſion for the Counteſs of. would 
you ſhould reſtore her to me. To thee, 
cry d the King, laughing, to thee, 
Friend. Yes Sir, to my ſelf, reply'd 
the Duke, I will give you back all my 
Employments and other Favours; pro- 
vided you will grant me this Requeſt. 
Certainly the Man is out of his Senfes, 
continued the King, he will give me 

DUE 13 - back 
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back all his Offices and other Favours, 
and where are they? The Prince, the 
Duke of ' Monmouth, and the Earl of 
S. Albans, laugh'd heartily, and the 
Duke :of Buckingham could not forbare 
to do the fame, ſo ſoon as he began to 

think of his Diſguiſe, and that the King 
did not know him. Then the Prince 
unfolded the Riddle to the King, who 
was extreamly pleaſed with it. Here is 
a Story, ſaid he, which would ſcarce be 
pardonable in a very young Man; but 
to meet with it in your Perſon, cer- 
tainly it is impoſſible. However, I in- 
tend to ſend to the Earl of— that! 
want to ſpeak with him, and Iwill actu- 
ally ſpeak to him concerning his Wife, 
that ſhe may meet with better Treat- 
ment from him for the future, becauſe 
there is not one inſtance of ſuch a ſevere 

Uſage in the whole Court, beſides. this. 
Bat, Sir, faid the Duke of Buckingham, 
are you likely to continue my Rival; 
tor, I rather wiſh the Countels in Fol- 
land, than to have to do with you in 
that kind. Hitherto, ſaid the King, I 
never ſaw you much difturbed upon 
that Account, and Iam not unacquain- 
ted in ſome meaſure, with what Game 
you have play'd me; but let us now 
think of bringing back the Lady, and 
afterwards ſettle our Pretenſions. He 
ordered the Earl of S. Albans to write 
immediately to the Earl of——in bis 
Name, and the faid Earl appearing ac- 
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manner, and gave him ſuch wholeſome 


Advice, tending to his own Repoſe, 
and the maintaining of his Wife's Re- 


utation, that any body elſe but him- 
{elf would have embraced it. | 
The Duke of Monmouth was too much 


diſturbed with Jealouſy and Vexation to 


ſtay long at the Princes; but went 
thence to my Lady——She ſoon percei- 


ved by his Countenance, that he had 


been with the Earl of S. Albans, and 
that by him he had been fally convin- 


ced of what he would have been over- 


joy'd to remain in doubt of Wel, my 


Lord, ſaid ſhe to him, I ſuppoſe you 


will believe me another time; and will 
not ſuppoſe I frame Stories on purpole 
to impoſe upon Emilia, to withdraw you 
from your Engagements to her. And J 
think you muſt be not very well in 
your right Senſes to difpence ſo patient- 
ly with all her Coqueteries. Oh! 


good God, Madam, ſaid he to her, 


don't infult over my Misfortunes, 
you lee I have more already than Iam 


able to bear, and you are endeavouring ' 


to load me with new ones. You mi- 
ſtake me, reply'd ſhe, you have no 
ſuch great occaſion to complain, as you 


imagine; a certain very amiable Per- 


ſon, loves you to ſuch a degree; as may 
well make an amends for the Loſs of 


Emilia, The Duke was not exempted 
13 e 
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cordingly the ſame Night at Mhitehall, | 
the King ſpoke to him in ſo obliging a 
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from that Fault, incident to moſt Peo- 


5 = of his Age: He would not let {lip 


he leaſt Opportunity of Gallantry ; "he 


always entertain'd the; predominant 
Paſſion in his Heart, but look'd upon 
the reſt as Amuſements, not to 


neglected. He fancy'd that my Lady 


| was ſpeaking in her own. behalf; 
and that having taken a Pique againſt 
the Earl of A, ſhe intended to 


make her Addreſſes to him, and judged it 


but reaſonable The ſhould thus 185 


her ſelf an amends for the diſquiet oc- 
cafioned by her Lover. This Reflection 

revived all his Vivacity of Mind ; 1am 
beloved, Madam, faid he to hes; and 
ſhe that loves me is amiable. This is 
very. happy for me; but methinks ſhe 
was not much in the ri zht to pitch upon 


J dangerous a Confident as you are. 
*Twas by chance, and not her Inclina- 
tion, that made me Miſtreſs of this 
| Secret, ſaid my Lady, and, becauſe 


J won't let your Imagination rove too 
far to gueſs at it, I will tell you, it 18 
Philadelphia, Emilia's Companion, with 
whom you always quarrel about her 
Languiſhments. The Duke ſtood ſur- 
prized at this Name, and this News 
proved very agreeable to him. Phila- 
delphia was handſome and young, her 


Deportment was more ſedate, and not 


10 unſettled as that of Fmilia, and ex- 
treamly pieafing to the Duke; beſides 
11 1 OR . 188 an Indiſte- 
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kency for all the World, the Duke was 

vain enough to flatter himſelf, that ſhe 

preferr'd him before all the reſt. He 

took particular care to know all what 

my Lady——kneyw of the matter, who 
_ communicated to him the whole Ad- | "Rp 
venture of the Billet The left in the RH 

Cloſet. *Tis poſſible, that without the 

Spite he then had conceived againſt Emi- 

lia, he would not have been ſenſible, in 

ſo eminent a degree, of the pleaſure of 

being beloved by Philadelphia; But now 

he was fo far from checking this new 

Paſſion, that he favoured and admitted 

it into his Heart, the ſooner to cure. 

that which he had had for an ungrateful 

Perſon. - | 

He thank'd my Lady——for the good 

News ſhe had brought him; and in the 

Evening went to the Dutcheſs of ) 

who was pretty well recovered by this 

time. Paſſing thro* the Guard-Chams 

ber, he met Emilia, ſtopping a little, as 

if ſhe had a mind to ſpeak to him; 

But the Duke pulling of his Hat with a 

careleſs, Air, paſs'd by her without as A 

much as caſting one Eye at her; After- 

wards, eſpying Philadelphia in the Anti- 

chamber, he accoaſted her in a moſt o- 

bliging and graceful manner, which had 

in it ſomething more than ordinary. 

Emilia was much ſurprized at the Dukeꝰs 

Deportment towards her; She could 

not but look upon this hard Uſage, as 


a very ſlender recompence for what 
e | loſs 
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loſs ſhe had ſuſtained by my Lady 


in her Reputation, and the Affront 
8 upon her, when ſhe threw the Jnck- 
otthe in her Face. She was certain 
| the had nothing to reproach her ſelf 
, with for what ſhe had told the Earl of 
, ſince it was done by the con- 
ſent of the Duke of Monmouth, with an 
Intention to keep himon in Ignorance. 
All theſe Reflections mas him ap- 
. pear over burthen'd, with ſo much 
guilt in her Eyes, that ſhe reproach 
her ſelf a thouſand times for her Frail- 
ties, ſhe did not care to return into 
the Room, where ſhe could expect to 
meet with nothing elſe but with freſh 
Vexation from the Duke, and - fearing 
leaſt her Diſſatis faction might diſcoyer 
it ſelf in her Face, ſhe chole rather to 
go to her Chamber, to afford a free 
Courſe to her Tears. In the mean 
while, Philadelphia was not a little aſha- 
med of having diſcovered her Senti- 


ments for the Duke of Monmouth, in 


the Letter found by my Lady——and 
Emilia in the Cloſet ; ſometimes - ſhe 
flatter'd her ſelf, that my Lady 
gueſfiing it might be for tum, had not 
mention 1d it; tho' in a moment after, 
The wiſh'd they had diſcovered it to 
him. She appear'd very penſive and 
eliſturbed ſhe durſt not look upon him, 
and her Fear had raiſed her Colour in 
her- Face, whilſt ſhe kept her Eyes 


"xe orr the: Ground. As ſhe. ſcarce re- 
turn'd 
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turn'd an Anſwer to ſuch indifferent 
Queſtions, as had nothing in them that 
could either puzzle or ſurprize her, he 
began to gueſs at the preſent Condition 


of her Heart, and rightly judging that 
he ought not to let {lip fo favourable a a2 


minute without improving it, he told 


her how far ſhe had the Pre-eminency _ 
in her Heart, before Emilia, when ſe- 


veral Ladies coming in, ſhe entred into 
a Diſcourſe with them to recover her 
ſelf from that Surprize, which the Duke 
of Monmouth's Declaration had occaſi- 
oned in her. . 

She returned to the Dutcheſs of——s 
Apartment, the Duke follow'd her, and 
looking upon her with a moſt tender 
Air, ſhe had ſo little Power of forbear- 


ing to return his Looks, that ſhe her 


ſelf was afraid ſhe had diſcovered to 
the World a Secret, ſhe intended to 


conceal to the utmoſt ; ſo that rather 


than to expoſe her ſelf to this Miſhap, 


ſhe thought it beſt to retire. Ihe Duke, 


who narrowly obſerved her, rightly 
gueſſing at the matter, reſolved to fol- 
low her, and to tel} her all the tender 
and obliging things in the World.  At- 
ter having ſtaid a little while longer in 
the Dutcheſs of ——'s Apartment, he 
went to that of the Ladies of Honour, 
and tho' few Men were ſuffered to 
come there, yet the Duke was not ty'd 
to all the ordinary Cuſtoms. He was 
ſurpriz'd when he came in, not to ſee 

| | Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia, but to meet with Emilia, 
her Eyes red, and her Cheeks overflown 
with Tears; ſhe no fooner ſaw him, but 
_ __ aroſe from her Seat, and without 
ſpeaking one word, went into her Clo- 
tet, the Door whereof ſhe was going to 
mut after her. But he accoaſting her 
at that minute, Do you imagine, ſaid 
- he, Emilia, I have not been ſufficiently 
inform'd of what occaſions of Com- 
plaint you have given me? Will you 
augment them by the addition of 
others, and by ſhewing me your Dil- 
dain, which, to ſpeak the truth, be- 
comes you but very ill. Your Re- 
proaches, ſaid ſhe, might perhaps ſur- 
prize me at another time, but don't at 
this Jun&ure, becauſe I know you to 
be the moſt ungrateful of all Men ; and 
I thould be too happy, had I given you 
any real cauſe of Vexation; but my 
Dealings with you have been too full 
of Sincerity. I did facrifice the Earl of 
' A——7z for you, } have born with Pa- 
tience your Indiſcretion, in giving my 
Lady——a ſhare in my Secret; She has 
inſulted over me, as if my. Birth was 
inferiour to hers, and nothing but the 
Advantage ſhe had got over me, by 
your Imprudence, could have made her 
rake that Liberty. Senſible to the high- 
et Degree of this Affront, as indeed I 
gught to be, I flatterd my ſelf you 
would endeavour to afford me fome 
Ganioiation „ intended to tell you my 
| LE. ” Gries, 
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Grief, and to make you ſenfible of my 
Afflid ions, when you happening to 


meet me, you look'd upon me with a 

haughty and proud Air, ſcarce to be 
expreſs d, and now you come to tri- 
umph over my Weakneſs and Pains I 
ſuffer for you. Her Reproaches and 
Tears, were undeniable Signs to the 
Duke, that ſhe was touched to the- 
Heart; for he ſtill loved her, and Phi- 
ladelphia had not as yet got ſo far Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Heart, as, to have been 
able to chaſe thence her Rival, in ſo 
little a time. May it pleaſe Heaven, 


ſaid he, with a moſt tender and agree- 


able Look, may it pleaſe: Heaven you 
ive no matter of Satisfaction to any 


dy elſe but my ſelf : But the Earl of 


 4-—2 thinks himſelf too happy for me 
to pretend to the fame good Fortune. 
You love us by Turns, I was happy laſt 
Night, and ſo was he this Morning, and 
- — don't go on in ſo diſobliging a 
Diſcourſe, cry'd ſhe, ungrateful as you 
are, you will raiſe my Paſſion to the 
| higheſt Pitch. Have you forgot alrea- 
dy, that what I have ſaid to the Earl, 


was done according to your Advice, 


after I frankly offered qnite to break off 
with him; that you were afraid, this 
Rupture might make a Noiſe which 
might reach the Ears of the Dutcheſs 
of— » Who being ignorant of our 
Correſpondence, you conjur'd me to 
take this Method for your Quiet, and 
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ttmat upon that ſcore you would be more 
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obliged to me, than upon any other 


Account whatever. But let us talkwo 


more of it, continued ſhe, falling down 
into her Chair, let us ſay no more of 
it. I would have you believe I betray 


and hate you, I would have you imagine 
every thing that may raiſe your Anger 


againſt me, I prefer your Averſion be- 
fore your Tenderneſs, and before the 


Misfortune of pleaſing you. 


The Vioience wherewith ſhe uttered 


_ theſe Complaints and Reproaches, her 


Eyes burning with Anger, the- Colour 


of her Face, her Youth and Beauty, all 
_ theſe I ſay, pleaded in her behalf, ſo 
that the Duke, now quite pierc'd thro? 


with Love, threw himſelf at her Feet : 


What did he not ſay to appeaſe her? 


Sheſeem'd not to hearken'to his Prote- 
ſtations, which ſerving only to highten 
his Paſſion, he declared he would either 


be Friends with Emilia, or die before 


he left her. At the ſame moment Phi- 


tadelphia returning from the Apartment 


of the Princeſs —, entred the Room. 
She had all this while pleaſed her ſelf 
with the ſecret Thoughts of the Duke 
of Monmouth's Affection. She thought 
her ſelf already triumphant over a 
Heart, the Poſſeſſion whereof was her 


only aim, ſhe upbraided her ſelf for 


having left fo ſoon the Dutcheſs of 
— 's Apartment, whilſt the Duke 


ſtaic behind. But alas! alas! gueſs at 
her 
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her Surprize, when ſhe faw the Duke 
at the Feet of her Rival. Never was 
ſuch a Conteſt ſeen betwixt Love, Jea- 
louſie, and Pride; ſhe was in an Inſtant 
reduced from the higheſt pitch of Sarisfa- 
Aion, to the higheſt degree of Pain; 
ſhe look'd pale, ſhe ſtood mute, and 
by her Silence and want of Motion, 
you would have taken her'for nothing 
elſe but a Statue, had not her Eyes, 
which preſerv'd {till their natural Fun- 
ion, ſufficiently diſcovered ſometimes 
by their lively, ſometimes by their 
languiſhing Motions, the different 
Paſſions and Agitations of her Soul: 
But all on a ſudden, her Heart begin- 
ning to fail, ſhe was ready to drop down, 
when the Duke, who drew nearer to 
her, catch'd her in his Arms. 

O with what Pleaſure undertook he 
this task! He ſaw this lovely, young 
and handſome Lady, dying for Jealou- 
ly, whereof he was the Caule ; and now 
was ſo convinced in himſelf, that there 
was.not the leaſt room left to doubt, 
but that he was beloved to the higheſt 
degree. His Gratitude and former In- 
clinations being now join'd in theſe two 
Perſons, both pleaded hard to give the 
preference to Philadelphia before Emili 

or at leaſt he wiſh'd he could ſhare his 

Heart betwixt them, without affording 

matter of Offence to either; but a Mi- 

ſtreſs, who knows the Niceties of Love, 
will never be contented with 1 a 
„„ | art 
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ed in giving all poſſible Aſſiſtance to 


_ this fair Lady, Euulia obſerved all their 
Actions, without vouchſifing to come 


near her Companion; for, looking upon 
her as a mioft dangeroiis Rival, ſhe had 
conceived a moſt ftrong Averſion againſt 
her. Neither durſt the Duke urge her 


to lend a helping Hand, for fear of diſs 


obliging, and affording freſh matter 


f Complaint to ber, at a juncture, 


when this laſt Conteſt was ſtill freſh in 
Memory: However, at laſt, his Com- 
paſſion prevailing above his Policy, Is 
it poſſible, ſaid he, you ſhould ſee Phi- 


ladelphia in this Condition, and not think 


of fome Remedy or other to recover 
ner out of this Swooh ? What: would 
you have me to do, reply 'd ſhe, my 


Lord ? You are a better Phyſician than 


I. At leaft, faid he, you might throw 


a little cold Water in her Face. There 


is none here, anſwered Emilia with a 
grave and cold Air: You might go to 
terch ſome, added the Duke, this being 
no niore than an incumbent Duty, to 
be performed one to another. I owe 
her no Duty, faid the, and you will 
find it difficult to perſwade me to leave 
you together. The Duke, ſomewhat 
ve xed at this Expreſſion, Well, ſaid he; 
ſince you refuſe to give aid to Philadel- 


phia, I ſhall apply a Remedy, fuch as 


Phyſicians like my ſelf commonly make 
nie of; and fo gave her a hearty Kats L 
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How ! before my Face, cry'd Emilia, 


endeavouring to pull Philadelphia out of 


the Duke's Arms. Yes, cruel Woman, 


faid he, before your Face: What a 
bleſſed time have I on't, to be engaged 
with a Perſon that has ſo little Com- 
plaiſance for me. They would have 

one farther in reproaching one another, 
but that Philadelphia, being now come to 
her ſelf again, and opening her Eyes, ſaw 
the Duke rubbing her Hands with ſome 
of the Queen of Hungary's Water. O, my 


Lord, ſaid ſhe, puſhing him from her, 


let me alone I beſeech you, all what 


comes from you, is like Poiſon to me, 


and ſo ſhe turn'd another way, to avoid 
looking upon him. Te | 

The Duke being fenſible the cauſe 
of her Anger proceeded from no- 
thing elſe, but his lying at the Feet of 


Emilia, was ſurprized to find, ſhe ſhould 


imagine to have already got ſo firm a 
footing in his Heart, as to treat him in 


that manner as ſhe did. Heſaw himſelf - 
betwixt theſe two young Ladies, belo- 
ved by both, and upon the point of lo- 


ling them out of Jealouſy. He durft 


not diſcover too much of his Inclinati- 


ons for Philadelphia; and yet being un- 
willing to appear indifferent, he was 
ſtrangely divided in his Reſolution; S0 
that the hight of his good Fortune at 
this Juncture, proved the worſt of hs 
Misfortune. Whilft he was conſidering 
af the moſt proper Methods to * 
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both his Miftrefles, they caſt moſt fu- 
rious Looks at one another, and-their 
ſullen Silence diſcovered ſomething 
„ more violent in their Hearts, than all 
the injurious Words they could have 
made uſe of, The Duke looking upon 
this Conjuncture, as the moſt terrible 
he ever yet {aw in his Life, was under 
a perplexity what to ſay to one, with- 
out exaſperating the other, he would 
Fain have kept an even Hand betwixt 
them, being unwilling to part with ei- 
ther, but they had too much Senſe, 
and were too nearly concerned in the 
matter, not to: gueſs at his Thoughts; 
Their Vanity and Self- Intereſt would 
not ſuffer them to brook ſuch a Parti- 
tion. Emilia, who had been beloved 
firſt, did not ſuffer, but with the ut- 
moſt Impatience, the Concern the Duke 
had ſhewn for her Rival, ſhe was juſt 
upon the point of breaking out into the 
| | moſt bitter Reproaches commohly made 
1 nile of by Lovers upon ſuch like Occa- 
ſions, when they underſtood the Go- 
verneſs was a coming towards their A- 
partment. Her Severity proved the 
moſt powerful Motive of Union betwixt 
5 theſe two Rivals, who now began to 
concert Meaſures how to divert the im- 
pending Storm. We are inſallibly un- 
done, cry'd they, my Lord, unleſs 
you take care of our Reputation. What 
would you have me do, faid He; You 
muſt, reply'd Emilia, hide your ſelf M 
7 the 
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the Cloſet, and we will take care to let 
you out privately, he contented,went 
in; They lock 'd the Door and took out 
the Key. ' - 8 

The Governeſs came in immediately 


after, and finding her ſelf ſomewhat 


ont of order, would needs be undreſs'd, 
and ſup in her own Room; and there 
being no Paſlage out of the Apartment 
of the Ladies of Honour, but thro? hers, 
Philadelphia and Emilia were equally 
concern'd at this Diſappointment, and to 
add to their Diflatis faction, ſhe would 
needs walk after Supper in their Apart- 
ment; They were ready to die of Fear, 
lels the Duke ſhould make the leaſt 
Noiſe. In ſhort, every Minute appear- 
ed to them no leſs than an Age, and 
the Duke you may ſuppoſe, was not 
very fond of his Quarters, being to 
ſup with my Lord Grey that Evening; 
Madam was the only Daughter 
to the Earl of — Gentleman of the 
Bed-Chamber to the King, her Mother 
being a Lady of extraordinary Qualifi- 
cations, and Lady of the Bed-Chamber 
to the Queen. This young Lady, where- 
in Youth and Beauty flouriſh'd in a 
moſt eminent degree, was beloved by 
all that faw her, and being of a very 
gay | Diſpoſition, ſhe ſeldom _ uſed to 


iriShten away her Lovers with her 


Looks. She had marry 'd a certain 
Zentleman, much inieriour to her in 
Hirth, and but of an indifferent Eſtate, 
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which being done againſt her Father's 


Conſent, he would not ſee her, nor ſuf- 
fer her to come into his Houſe, but at 


the ſame time gave her a handſome 


Yearly Allowance, ſuitable to her Edu- 


cation. This lovely Lady, coming fre- 
quently to Court, the Duke of Mon- 


mouth fell in Love with her, and ſhe 


gave a favourable Ear to his Addreſſes. 


The King's Favour, and his high Sta- 
tion, being things ſuitable to her Vani- 


ty, ſhe was very ambitions to enter in- 
to an Engagement with him, which ſhe 
did fo effectually on her ſide, that ſhe 
loved him more, than was conſiſtent ' 
with her Repoſe. This Intreague has 
been broken off and revived ſeveral 
times. Perhaps I may give you ſome 
Particulars thereof hereafter. | 
But not to interrupt our former Re- 
lation, it will be ſufficient to tell you, 
that ſhe and the Governeſs of the La- 
cies of Honour of the Dutcheſs of —— 
were moſt intimate Friends, and that 
they loved to {it up ſo late in the Night, 
that they often {lept all the Day- -tune 


till Evening, in the Governeſs's Apart- 


ment ; She told her ſhe ſhould not won- 
der at her being not very well, becuuſe 
they had not fat up together for theſe 
teveral Days laſt paſt; and that ſhe 
was reſolved not to ſtir out of her 
Room till fix of the Clock the next 
Morning. The Governeſs readily ac- 


cepted the Challenge, and told her the 


had 


* 
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had too much Charity, not to be 
aiding in the Recovery of her Health, 
tho' with the loſs of her own Repoſe; 
That indeed ſhe found ſhe wanted 
ſomething, but had not Sagacity enough 
to gueſs, ſhe wanted to paſs a whole 
Night with her in Converſation, and 
that ſhe had a thouſand things to tell 
her. They began immediately to en- 
tertain one another with variety of 
Matters, whilſt Emilia and Philadelphia 
were almoſt reduced to Deſpair, at this 
ne Obſtacle. , The Duke of Monmouth 
overheard all they ſaid, he hoped to 

get out of the Cloſet, fo ſoon as the Go- 
verneſs wasgone to Bed : Being without 
a Light, he could neither read nor write, 
and the Moon being not up as yet, the 
Darkneſs of the Night proved an addi- 
tional encreaſe to his Vexation. They 
ſupp'd, and afterwards Madam ent 
along with the Governeſs into her Cham- 
ber, leaving Emilia and Philadelphia by 
themſelves, every one fitting in their 
Chair, with their Eyes fix'd on the 
Ground, and without uttering one 
Word; Emilia ſtanding upon her Pun- 
ctilio's, would not be the firſt that would 
go into the Cloſet to the Duke, tho 
they were both equally concerned, and 
never did two Rivals meet with ſuch a 
Diſappointment together. The Duke 
finding every thing very quiet, thought 
| NoOtherwife than that they intended to 
game him, and let him ſtay all Night in 
" P23 the 
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the Cloſet, he open'd the Door, and 
founc them all in Silence, as if they 


did not think it worth their while to 
ſpeak to him. They had commanded 
their Waiting-Woman not to come in, 
unleſs they were call'd, and they were 
in ſo deep a Study, that had it not been 
for the Noiſe the Duke made, they 
would queſtionleſs have continued in 


the ſame Poſture all Night. Is it thus, 
ſaid he, with a low Voice, you play 


your Game with me? And do you 


think I will ſtay longer in the Cloſet? 
If Imuſt-ftay there for your ſake, pray 


come in and keep me Company; or if 


you won't do ſo, find out a way to let 


me go, for this ſolitary Place does not 
agree with my Conſtitution. He ſpoke 
theſe Words with ſo haughty an Air, 
that they ſoon perceived he was very ill 
fatisfy*d with his Quarters, each of 
them would willingly have ſpoken to 
him in private, but there needed no 
more to have tet the whole Houſe in- 


to Combuſtion, ſince ſhe that had been 


left atone, would infallibly have given 
notice thereof to the Governeſs, let 
the Conſequence be what it would, fo 
neither of them aniwered one word; 
This made him tell them with ſome 
Paſſion, fince they could think of no 
Expedient, he would find out one him- 
ſelt, and ſo moved towards the Door, as 
if he was going out, tho” in reality he 
deſign d no ſuch thing, for it was enough 

| | O1 
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for him to know, that Madam 
was in the Governeſsꝰs Room, to ſtand 


upon his Guard, for fear of being ſeen 


by her. | 


| The two young Ladies, fcightned at | 
his pretended Reſolution, Oh! my Lord, 


cry d they, you intend to ruin us out of 
Sport; and ſo Emilia puſh'd him back 
into the Cloſet, but too late ; for the 


Door betwixt the Appartment of the 


joung Ladies and that of the Gover- 
neſs, being half open, and the Moon 
being riſen by this time, Madam 


who happen'd to look that way, eſpy'd 


the Shadow of the Duke. She was not 


ſo deeply engaged in Diſcourſe with the 


Governeſs, but that ſhe found her ſelf 
almoſt diftrated with ſo ſurprizing a 
Sight; but being at this tune Miſtreſs 
of her Paſſion, ſhe ſaid nothing, but 


looking only once more towards the 


Apartment of the voung Ladies. 
plainly diſcovered her unfaithful Lover. 
A thouſand times ſhe was in a mind 
to divulge it; a thouſand confuſed 


Thoughts, and a thouſand uncertain 


Reſolutions preſented themſelves to 
her, ſhe rejected ſometimes one thing, 
and ſhe approved the other, but with- 
out any ſtable Reſolution ; ſhe feared to 
offend the Duke of Monmouth, in caſe 
ſhe ſhould catch him in his amorous In- 
treague; but in a moment after, ſhe 
conficlered, that thereby he had rendred 
himſelf unworthy of her Reſpect. Fea- 


louſy 
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: louſy entred into a cloſe Combat with 
Prudence, and Prudence ſtrugled hard to 
evercome Jealouſy. Thus ſhe remain'd 
for a conſiderable time, uncertain, what 
V e 
ef On the other hand, Emilia and Phila- 
8 55 delphia ſeeing they muſt reſolve to con- 
L trive a way to deliver the Duke out of 
his Priſon, at laſt concluded, there was 
no other means to compaſs it, than to 
let him down in a great Basket or Ham- 
per, with Ropes ty'd to it, out of the 
Window, whence they might let him 
Nide down gently to the Ground. They 
were provided with Ropes, the Win- 
dow being low, and looking into a ſoli- 
tary part of the Park, they were ſecure 
no Body would come that way ſo late 
in the Night, to be an Eye-Witneſs of 
the matter. They propoſed it to the 
Duke, as the only way they had left to 
help him out, and he readily accepted 
of it, not ſo much out of a deſire ot his 
engagement with my, Lord Gray, as the 
uneaſineſs he lay under of being ſo near 
a Lady, unto whom he uſed to ſwear 
every Day, an inviolable Love; and 
-betwrxt two Miſtreſles, who, if they 
had follow'd the. firſt Motions of what 
Spite and Rage they bore to one ano- 
ther, they would have kill'd one ano- 
ther before his Face. So, without more 
ado, he got into his Hamper, and in 
this little Machine began to move 


downward, with good hopegtof 1 


. 


MENOTRS of ehe Engliſh Court. 151 


had it not been for two unfortunate Ac- 
cidents. The firſt was Madam who 
being no longer able to contain her Jea- 
louſy within Bounds, went into the 
Apartment of the young Ladies, un- 
der pretence of having left her Fan, 
and not ſeeing him there, ſhe moved 
towards the Clofet, the Door whereof 
being left open by a great piece of care- 
leflneſs, ſhe faw her Lover go down 
gently in the Hamper, without being 
perceived either by Emilia or Philadel- 
phia. The Duke was no ſo careleſs as 
they, for his Eyes being continually 
upon the Window, when he ſaw that 
Lady appear there, he could have wiſh- 
ed himſelf under Ground ; ſo all his 
hopes was he ſhould get down as faſt 
as they could let him, and avoid ſeeing 
her for ſome Days. But at the ſame 
moment he perceived, that Emilia and 
Philadelphia, inſtead of letting him go 
down along the Wall, uſed their utmoſt 
Efforts, to pull him up again; but their 
Hands being too weak and ſoft to ac- 
compliſh it, they left him hanging in 
the Air. 1 
Being very ill pleaſed with the dan- 
gerous Station in the airy Region, he 
raiſed himſelf to ſee what was the mat- 
ter; but his Curioſity afforded him ſuf- 
ficient matter of Surprize, when he 
ſaw the Earl of A walking juſt un- 
der the Window, and that he had had 
leiſure erfough to know him. Twas 
IS 4 this 
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this that moved Emilia and Philadelphia, 
not to let the Duke go lower, in hopes 
he would not ſtay there long: But 
what Lover would paſs by the Apart- 
ment of his Miſtreſs, whoſe Fidelity he 
has reaſon to ſuſpe@, without at leaſt 
caſting 4 Lock that way; and even the 


moſt indiflerent Perſon would have had 
Curioſity enough to obſerve a Hamper, 
coming out of a Window. The Duke's 


ſurprize to ſee the Earl of A= 


there, was not near ſo great as the Earls 


was, to find him in this Machine: Had 
this happen'd 1 in any other place, but-in 


the King's Court, the Earl would — * 


libly have demanded Satisfaction upon 


the Spot from bis Rival: His ill For- 


tune had brought him thither at a very 


Ml Hour; He was ſo highly fatisfy'd in 


His happy be 003 ke thought him- 


elf foentirely: beloved by Emilia, that 


the hetter to devote himielf ablolutely 
to his endearing Thoughts, he hart cho- 
{en the moſt ſhady and ſolitary part of 
the Garden, for hig-prefent Retirement. 


But as he was going out again, he was 


ſurpriz'd to find the Doors all lock'd up, 
except one, which commonly being 
kept open longer than the reſt, he 
went out that way, and accidefitally 
Pals by in fight ef 'Emilia's Chamber. 
But be pay'd dearly for this Adven- 
rure; To ſee a Rival come out thence 
at that time of the Night, ſo dange- 


rous a Rival 5 accuſtomect to pleaſe the 


1 Ladies, 
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Ladies, and engage their Hearts. Tis 


no hard matter to gueſs, how his Heart 
ſtood affected at ſuch a Sight. Neither 


was the Duke exempted from feeling 
the Effects of ſo odd an Accident, by 


reaſon of the preſence of the Earl f 


A, whom he intended to ſupplant, 


and of Madam, who he was 


afraid would not keep Silence, but d 


11 


cover an Intreague, which he would 


have kept ſecret above all things. 


But let us ſay ſomething of Emilia; 
gueſs at her Surprize, when ſhe faw 


the Earl of A 
dam 


2 below, and Mas 
| behind her; her Imagina- 
tion repreſented to her all the Diſcon- 

tents ſhe was likely to ſuffer upon this 


Account; Shame on one, and Re- 
proaches on the other fide. The Dake's 


ingratitude; for whom ſhe was like 


o fler ſo much, and the Satisfaction of 
ns 


Philadelphia: Under all theſe Reflectio 


to 


ſhe remained ſo little Miſtreſs of her 
ſelf, that ſhe let go the Rope where- 


with they held the Duke in the A 


Its 


and had not Philadelphia cry'd for Affi 


ſtance from their dee Rival, 


had falkn to the Ground, and the Earl of 
i would have hk the Satisfa- 


he 


Ain to ſee him break his Neck juſt be- 


fore his Face. But Madam 


4 ach 


giving all the Aſſiſtance ſne could to her 
Lover, he got down very well; and 


what is moft obſervable in this Scene 


as ſomething very peculiar, was, that 
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all the Actors thereof were turn'd 
Mutes; whether it were that they had 


taken a firm Reſolution to remain fi- 


+ lent, for Reaſons eaſily gueſs'd at, or 


whether Surprize, Spite and Jealouſy 
had taken away the uſe of their 


Tonngues, certain it is, no Body ſpoke . 
a Word. The Earl of A — 7 kept at 


ſome diſtance, to avoid the Duke, the 


Sight whereof could not hut put him 


into a great Rage, the Duke of Afor- 
prouth went a contrary, way from the 


Earl, being ſomewhat aſham'd, he 


ſhould ſee him come down thus in a 
Hamper. Madam flew out of 


the Cloſet like a Woman in Deſpair, 
without vouchſafing either to look upon 


or to enter into a Conteſt with the 
young Ladies ſhe had fo much reaſon to 
hate, and they let her go without ſpeak- 


The Earl of A——-» got no ſooner 


out of the Park, but he went home, 


but being diſquieted in his Mind to the 


Higheſt degree, could not ſtay long there; 


ſo he order'd his Coach to be got rea- 
dy, and went to the Earl of St. Albans, 


not queitioning but that he ſhould find 


him faſt aſleep, it being then two a 
Clock in the Morning. He was ſo far 
from fleeping, that he was then diſpu- 
ting with the Duke of Buckingham ; the 
Earl of . hearing them talk very 


loud, order'd. his Valet de Chambre that 


attended him, not to knock at tbe 
| þ door, 


— 


door, and he placing hiniſelf near it, 
knew his Uncle's Voice, and heard him 

ive the following Anſwer to the Earl 
of St. Albans, No, my Lord, no, I will 
never pardon her as long as I live, the 
Ingratitude wherewith ſhe rep2ys my 
Love; you have been an Eye-witnels of 
her Deportment, and of the Reception 
ſhe gave me; to me, I ſay, who had 
done her ſuch a ſignal piece of Service, 
in requeſting the King to have her 
brought back to London; to me, I ſay, 
who run all Hazards, only to ſpeak with 
her for one moment; you can't deny 
but that ſhe is the moſt deteſtable of 
all Women. Have you not read, ſaid 
the Earl of St. Albans, the Story of the 
Amours of King Henry IV. with the 
fair Galriela d' Etrees; yes, ſaid the 
Duke, but I don't ſee how a thing that 
happen'd an Age ago, ſhould bear a 
Compariſon to what paſs'd but laft 
Night. I will tell you, continu'd the 
Earl; This great Monarch having dif- 
guiſed himſelf in a Peaſant's Habit, to 
travel with the more ſecurity thro' a 
Country where the Enemy's Army 
lay encamped at that time, preſented 
himſelf before his Miſtreſs, dreſs'd in a 
courſe Canvaſs Jacket, with a Sack of 


Straw upon his Head, and wooden 


Shooes on his Feet; *trwas only to ſee 
her he took all this Pains, and run ſuch 
Hazards; notwithſtanding all this, ne- 
ver did an Act of Gallantry meet with 
: leſs 


Mruorns of the Eoglih Court. 155 


w Sag” 
| 
* * 


— 


156 MENMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
leſs regard; ſhe look'd upon him from 
one ſide, and would ſcarce vouchſafe 

to ſpeak to bim. This Adventure 
makes me imagine that Lady's ſet as 
much value upon a gliſtering out-ſide 
or ſhew, as they do upon the true Me- 
rits and Paſſion of a Lover. This is a 
Parallel to my Caſe, reply'd the Duke; 
my Seaman's Habit, under the diſguiſe 
whereof I ſlipt'into her Chamber, did 
offend her nice Humour; and what you 
tell me puts me in mind, that one day 
when ſhe and were at variance about 
a matter of ' Conſequence, wherein J 
own my ſelf in the wrong; yet ſhe 
Toon forgave me, becaufe ſhe had ſeen 
me at White-Hall with the Collar of the 
Knights of the Garter. You, having 
| had this Tryal before, added the Earl, 
does in the wrong to appear before 
er in your Seaman's Cap. The Duke 
fell a ſinging theſe, words, A new day, 
mew care. I did not in the leaſt think, 
continu'd he, ſhe wonld have uſed me 
thus as ſhe did; but I am reſolv'd to 
be reveng'd. You can't do any thing 
_ againſt her, but what you will repent 
of, ſaid the Earl to him; I have found 
by experience, that we often ſpoil out 
of ſpite a good thing, which is impoſſi- 
ble to be mended afterwards. I knew 
== Ny not what you have found, faid the Duke, 
= but this I will aflure you, I will poſt up 
4 | her Letters, and have them printed for 
| Her ſatisfaction. FO. | Yo. 
1 1 | The 
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The Earl of A———#x finding that 
their Converſation was likely to 
laſt till day-break, was very glad to 
hear the Duke of Buckingham inveigh. 
| thus againft his Miſtreſs; and tho' he 
| was unacquainted with the cauſe, yet 
| he thought it ſufficient, that there was 
a Woman in the caſe, to declare him- 
ſelf her Enemy. Let us poſt her this 
ungrateful Woman, I am ready to do 
any thing againſt her, cry'd he, entring 
the Room : The Duke was not a little 
ſurpriz'd to fee his Nephew at that 
time of the Night, and -to he over- 
heard by. him; What, do you know her, 
my Lord, ſaid he to him? No, reply'd 
the Earl, I don't know her, I only eſ- 
poule your Quarrel; and I am ready to 
eſpouſe all yours, ſaid the Duke, im- 
bracing him : But it 3s but reaſonable 
to let you know who it is you are like- ( 
ly to have to do with; tis the Counteſs - 
of — ———your good Couſin, and moſt 
faithful Friend. The Earl of 
who had always look'd upon her as'a 
Woman inſenſible to Love, was ſurpriz'd 
to the higheſt degree. Vou will put the 
charge upon me, ſaid he, you very in- 
differently repay my Freedom and good 
Intentions. Vou ſhall be convinced of 
what I have told you, to be true, re- 
ply'd the Duke. ' You know her hand; 
look here are her Letters, for I ſent for 
them on purpole, juſt as I was come a- 
way from her Lodgings, to read them 
3 55 | | 19 
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to the Earl of St. Alban's; if you have 
patience enough to hear them read, 


Lou ſhall judge your ſelf what place : 


the had given me in her Heart. Were 
they ſome of yours, faid the Earl of 
St: Albans, interrupting him, I would 
promiſe to give you as long an Audi- 
ence as you deſire; I was ſo much out 
of Humour, when ! took them out of 

my Cabinet, reply'd the Duke, that I 
don't know very well whether there be 


any of mine among them; you will 


perhaps alſo meet with ſome that are 
not directed to me, for I lov'd her ſo 


tenderly, that I us'd even to take 


Copies of ſuch Letters as ſhe ſent to 
other Perſons. You need not read 'em, 


- unleſs you pleaſe. We will read them 


all, ſaid the Earl of A=, provided 
they tend towards her Condemnation, 
or to prove in general, that all Women 
are unfaithful ; and that for to live in 
true quietneſs, they ought to be ba- 


niſh'd all Civil Societies. The Earl of 


St. Albans looking upon him, ſaid, My 
Lord, you talk at a very different rate 
from what you did yeſterday 3 
in the Park. The Earl of A 
began to ſing the ſame Italian words Hs 


Duke had ſung before, A nem day, nem 


care. The Bart of St. Albans faid, ſmi- 


ling, You are ſtrangely imbroil'd in 


Love, let us fee whether theſe tender 
and paſſionate Letters wont ſettle mat- 
ters betwixt you; I will read them to 


you, 


4 
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you, fince both of you are too much 

diſturb'd by your Paſſions; but as for 
my ſelf, who enjoy both in my Heart 
and Mind. more Tranquillity, I ſhall 
prove a very courteous Reader; and we, 
{aid the Earl of A n, will act the 
malicious Auditors. 


ETTER TL 


F either your Pleaſures or your Buſineſs, 
1 in which you are always concern d, leave 
you ſome few Moments to diſpoſe in favour of 
me, I ſhould be very glad to entertain you. 
How great ſoe ver my Averſion may be, to 
new Acquaintance, yours and my Friends, 
have done you ſuch good Offices with me, 
that you ought to thank them for it; and 
tho” male very extraordinary ſteps for 4 
Woman, that always pretended to Regularity, 
Jam fatisfy'd, my Lord, I ſhall have no rea- 


ſon to repent. : 


This is the firſt Letter, ſaid the Duke, 
interrupting the Earl of St. Albans, the 
Counteſs writ to me; I muſt confeſs, 
that upon the Receipt thereof, I was 
ever-joyd at the permiſſion ſhe gave 
me, to pay my Services to her; I ne- 
ver had ſpoke to her in private, but 
always liked her extreamly ; and the 
only thing that prevented my making 
my Addrefles to her, was, becauſe I 
had at all times a natural Averſion to 
long Courtſhip ; and according 99 
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Character ſhe bore in the World, ſhe 
had an equal ſhare of Indifferency and 
Beauty; I give you leave to gueſs, with 


what pleaſure I went to viſit her; I wis 


not in my Seaman's Habit at that time, 


but all drels'd in Silk with golden 


Flowers; but I am aſham'd to have in- 
terrupted you with theſe Trifles; come, 


80 on, read, I will not ek rupt Fo 
any more. ef 


"LETTER U 


Ves 0 ov were 2 very op FOR; 5 went 
A away from me loft Night, that I could 


not but be vex'd at it. all Night; certainly 


J am not very amiable, becauſe you could 
ee p at that rate Jo near me. I remember d 
"alſo, that I bad entertain you with very 
ebliging Expreſſions, which you” did not ſo 


much as take notire of; and am convinced 


that your dromæy Humour rendred you un- 
worthy of” Anowng them: My Siſter 5 
* the 1% of Tea and Coffee to you, 
mheue ver you intend to ſee her; ſhe ſays i 
is much bette* than Opium and Poppys. 
I, you don't follow her Advice, may you ſleep 
be your . at rhe if Critical 
Minute. 


Haw! dul the Duke 1 Buck: lung han 
! in the Company of wh fair Ladies; 
fac the Earl of A. O! what 
Times, and what Manners? You might 


have exctaim'd 4gainſt me, teply'd the 
Duke; 


y 8 8 N " 8 RAY l 
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Duke, if I had been to entertain em 


alone; but I was ſurrounded by twen- 
ty Women at leaſt, who talk'd altoge- 
ther at a time, and ſuch inſignificant 


next to nothing Stuff, that there was 


no intermedling with them for a Man 
of Senſe. What conld a Man do in 
ſuch a caſe? My Miſtreſs was preſent ; 
] would not. go away; I was vex'd at 
the Company, and unwilling to divert 
them, ſo T pretended to fleep. You 
Thould, ſaid the Earl of St. Albans, have 
ſeated your ſelf next to her, you ſhould 
have talk'd very low, and to no Body 
elſe but her; tis eaſy to give Advice, 
faid the Duke; but if you have a Re- 
ſpe& foi a Woman, and all the reſt 
make it their Buſineſs to oblerve her, 
fo you think it is eaſy to ſeparate 
one's ſelf from the whole Company, 
without being miſs'd or taken notice 
of; you have ſufhciently clear'd your 
elf, added the Earl, let us ſee another 


Letter. 


A, EFTT ER Ut 


L poor Cat is dead; ſhe wants an Epi- 
taph to tranſmit to Poſterity all the moſt re- 
markable Actions of her whole Life. I ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to you, my Lord Duke, for no 
Body in the World is beyond you for gaining 
of Hearts. I de ſire no other Witneſs than 
the Verſes you brought me yeſterday, they 
x: g 5 


Fa 


M Cat, that Terror of the Mice, my 
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raid Tears in the fineſt Eyes in the World. 
| Why are you fo perfect a Maſter in the Art 
of Love, you, I ſay, who make ſuch ill uſe 
| | of it. ; | - 
This Reprimand I got, ſaid the Duke, 
becauſe I went abroad a Hunting one 
| day, when I might have had the oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing her; And how came 
| ou to commit ſuch a Fault, faid the 
| Earl of St. Albans? You know, reply'd 
. the Duke, that my Station at Court 
obliges me to attend the King; and 
tho? I miſs oftner than perhaps I 
ought to do, yet it ſeem'd to me that 
the King would take particular notice of 
my Abſence; and that therefore I ought 
not to incur the King's difpleaſure up- 
on that account. This is perhaps the 
firſt time that ever Prudence got the 
better over my Paſſion. We wont quar- 
rel any longer with you upon that 
ſcore, ſaid the Earl of A u, provi- 
ded you will let us ſee theſe Verſes 
which ſet the fineſt Eyes in the World 
a crying. The Subject is very moving, 
faid the Duke, they contain the Grief 
of Venus upon the death of Adonis; tis 
long ago ſince I made them; *twas 
the Counteſs of S———— that gave 
me the firſt notice of it; ſhe under-_ 
ſtands Italian, and I find that Language 
to contain certain ſecret and ten- 
der Expreſſions, very proper to repre- 


ſent the Sentiments and moſt violent 
_ Paſſion 
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Paſſion of an afflicted Soul. I laboured at 
that time under ſuch heavy Afflictions, 
that I compoſed that piece, without 
taking any great Pains in it. *Tis true, 


{aid the Earl of S. Albans, that where- 
ever I intend to repreſent a violent Paſ- 


fion, I always ſpeak of yours for the 


Counteſs of S———. This made the 
Duke fetch ſeveral deep Sighs, he kept 
his Eyes fix'd on the Ground, for a con- 
ſiderable time, and at laſt, recovering 
himſelf, faid, If you havea mind to ſee 
me fall into a very deep Melancholy, 
vou need only to recal ts my mind, 
that moſt happy time, when I was be- 
loved with ſo much Tenderneſs, and 
that by one of the fineſt Women in the 
whole Univerſe. Come let us read, 
ſaid the Earl of A.- u, without 
dwelling any longer upon a Subject, 
Which cauſes ſo much Pain to you. 


LETTER IV, 


T. 7 have a very peculiar Name, 
1 ard it is very hard to find it among 
the Feaſts, the ld Duke of ————— bas 
found it out in his old Almanack, and rega- 
led me with an antique Harmony of Muſicł, 


or rather with an odd modern piece of Mu- 


ſick, beyond all value for its Singularity. 
here were you, my Lord, when this ſo 


' dangerous Rival was bard at work to ſup- 


Plant you by his nocturnal Serenade? Do you 
thus entruſt with my own Heart, the care of 
Oo BS remaining 


Mn — — k De FA —> Does ee mv 
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remaing faihful to you; and don't . you 
know. there are certain capricious Moments, 


which don't almays Kelche in Hnr. of Me- 


7 I know not a Nore, t Man 
than him. No, ſaid the Duke ſmiling, 


*twas not him, and ſince you Have ſuch 
a deſire to know it, it was the Duke of 
——. How, my, Father, cry'd the 

Earl of A——n Les, he himſelf, ad- 
ded the Duke, he was juſt return'd out 
of Jreland, where he had ſtaid three 
Whole Years, without ever coming to 
the Engliſh Court. The firſt time he ap- 
pear'd there, he ſay the Queen, With 
all the Ladies of her Attendance, in her 
Cloſet :, The Counteſs . — being 
among the reſt, he was highly charm'd 


with ker Perſon. I remember it very 
well, faid the Earl. [e- 


member we were invited to Supper at 


the Dutcheſs of Richmond 8, and at the 


very moment he was going into the 


Houſe, the Picture of the Counteſs of 


——was given to him by a Mei: 
lenger, which he. took, and returning 
home, made us Ray till twelve 


Clock, before we went to Supper. 


never Was more vexed at any thing 10 
my Liſe, than at this piece of Rob- 


bery, ſaid the Duke of Buckingham ins 


rerrupting him; for Fw muſt know 
that 
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that this Picture was ſent to my Siſter, 
on purpole to be given to me. I fent 
for an excellent Picture-Drawer out of 
Holland, and it was with her Husband's 
Knowledge and Conſent ſhe was to 
preſent the Dutcheſs of Richmond 
with her Picture. I waited with a 
great deal of Impatience at my Siſterꝰs 


Houſe, in hopes to ſee my {elf in 


pofleſſion of a Piece, which by the 
Rules of Love, I might challenge be- 
fore the Duke of „ When to 
my no {mall Vexation, I underſtood, 
what Game he had playd me; You 


may eaſily imagine, whether I was not 


ready to die with Spite ; To ſend for a 
Picture-Drawer on purpoſe, ſo far as 
Amſterdam, to draw a fine piece for your 
Father's uſe, this was a thing I could 
not well digeſt; Nay, I accuſed the 
Dutcheſs of Richmond as much, as if it 
had really happen'd by her Contrivance 
or Neglect, and at laſt Complained of 
my Miſhap to the Counteis. The ſhare 
ſhe bore in my Misfortune, ſhe expreſ- 
ſed with fo much Tendernels, that J 
had not the leaſt reaſon to doubt, but 
that ſhe actually intended this pledge of 
Friendſhip, for no body elſe but my 
ſelf. So it was agreed betwixt us, ſhe 
was to write to the Duke of. — 


and demand her Picture. The Copy of 


her Letter is in this Bundle; and after 

having look'd a little while, and found 

%% he read theſe Words: 1 
eee LET. 


_ 


— 
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1 LET TE R V. | 


IF Wor't ast you, my Lord, what made you 

| take my Picture at the Dutcheſſes of 
Richmond; 7 you intend it for au Orna- 
ment of your C oft. yon need not want others 
much more handſome, and better done. But 
#f you look upon it as a piece, in the Poſſeſſi- 
on whereof you take Delight, you are not 
very nice in putting 4 value upon what you 

Have not received Sow my Hands; and which 

cant ſuffer to be in yours, without a moſt 

ſenſible Diſpleaſure. Take my word for it, 
I would have you begin, with the reſtoring it 
to me, und if jou deferve it hereafter, I 
will not refuſe it to you. „ 


I was with my Father, ſaid the Earl 
of A——z, when this Billet came to his 
Hands: He was extreamly nettled, and 

10 unſettled in his Reſolution, that for 
want of another Confident, he told me 
what a Dilemma he lay under. He 
ask'd me whether he ſhould tend back 
the Countets's Picture, for fear he ſhould 
exaſperate her, if he did otherwiſe; 
but I diflwaded him from it; I told him 
it was only a piece of her Countenance, 
ſhe redemanded her Picture, and that, 
ſhe was not ill-pleaſed to know her Pi- 
cture to be in a place, where it was 
more admired than it would be at the 
Dutcheſs of Richmond's. In ſhort, I for- 
trty'd him ſo well againſt the e 

5 er Ö Cg \- 


ſure of the Counteſs, that he reſolved 7 


not to obey her. I am extreamly oblig- 
ed to you, my dear Nephew, ſaid the 


Duke ſmiling, you might have faved - 
your ſelf the trouble of this Advice to 


the Duke of ———. I was ignorant, 
my Lord, of your Pretenſions there, 
reply'd the Earl of 4——-»s, and I pro- 
teſt to you, had I known it, I would 
have ſacrificed my Father's Paſſion to 
yours. Whilſt they were diſcourfing 
together, the Earl of S. Albans was 
looking among the Papers for the 
Duke's Verſes upon Venus and Adonis; 
but he told him, that the Counteſs. of 
S had kept them, and that there- 
fore they would make an end of the 
Letters.” . wy Ml 


LETTER VI. 


Did believe, the Scarf I ſent you yeſter- 


day, could not challenge a more ſolid me- 
rit at your Hands, than its being a piece of 
my own handy Work, nay, I may tell you, 
that my Heart had a good ſhare in it; "tis 
this Heart, I ſay, which made me fancy to 


embelliſh it with Cyphers, and to ſurround 


them with all the amorous Accoutrements of 

the God of Love. J remembred upon this 

occaſion, with what Pleaſure I received the 
Wound he gave us at one ftroak ; I was am- 

nts to 4 

the Noſegays of Roſes, ty d up by the double 

Thread of 2 But nf? 2 Jou fur- 


K 4 ther, 


iſcover to you my Satisfaction, by 


an 
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MENOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
Fog what came into my Mind? It was, 


that Roſes never grow without Prickles, and 
| that, F one time or other, 'you ſhould prove 
inconſt ant, you would make ine feel ſuch | 
Pains, as would prove mortal. . 


"This Letter, ſaid the Earl of 4 
being the moſt paſſionate of all we een 
read as yet, is to be one of the ſirſt 
that, is to be poſted. Unle!s you give 


over this Detign, reply d the Earl of 


a Albays, I aſſure you will lock them 


up in my Scrutore, and you ſhall have 


not one of them at your © Ditpoſal. 


Aud why ſo much care for an untaith- 


ful Woman, faid the Duke of Buck- 
ing han. That is more than you know, 


reply'd the Earl, ſhe has only given 


you a cold Reception, and perhaps ſhe 


thought ſhe had reaſon for it. But ſup- 


poſing ſhe had given you real Cauſe of 


Complaint, would you go about to ru- 


in the Reputation of a Lady, you loyed 
before? The Duke ſighed, and without 
returning any farther. Anſwer, defired 
him to go on in the reacking of the Let- 
N . 


- £11 kx VII. 
Ow: mali 1C1OUS 26 this Dutcheſs With 
blew £yes and black Hairs ?. How well 
7 7 interpret her Looks? O how I dread 


877 


/ 


are going to ceaſe to love me. I gueſs'd-at 
your Sighs , they were not intended for me; 


you offer your Incenſe upon an Altar, whereof 


the Smoak only comes to me. But don't ac- 
cuſtom your ſelf to theſe Practices, for you 
will not find me ſo very eaſy, but rather mu- 


tinous and quick-fighted ; nay, I may perhaps 


prove the diſturber of yaur Pleaſures. 


There is a Touch of Jealouſy, conti- 
nued the Earl of S. Allan, Which ſhews 
you were beloved by her. Rather tell 
me, reply'd the Duke, that ſhe had a 
mind to, pick a Quarrel with me; for 
the Lady ſhe ſpeaks off, is the Dutchets 


of ———. All the World knows, 
l was never captivated by her Eyes, and 


that if I ſigh in her Company, tis be- 
cauſe I can't kill her: Afrer all this, 


you ee, it ſerves the Counteſs for a 


Pretence to quarrel with me. Perhaps 


| ſhe has been acquainted, added the Bar! 


of A ---, that you did ſigh once 
tor her, and it is natural enough to fear, 


leaſt what has pleaſed us once, may 


pleaſe us for ever. O reply'd the Duke, 


| have declared to long ago open War 


agamit this Favourite, that there is not 
the leaſt fear of the return of my Love 
there, unleſs I ſhould be quite out of 
my Senſes. But notwithſtanding the 


Counteſs is ſufficiently ſenſible of this 
Truth, you can't imagine how ſhe has 


plagued me, and what I have been for- 


' Ce9-to ſuffer on account of this whim-/ 


”. 


b ſical 
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fical Fiction: Nay, ſhe puſh'd the wat 


ter ſo far, as if ſhe lay under an Obli- 
ga tion of proving the whole to be mat- 


ter of Fact. Here is, continued he, a 


Letter I writ to her in relation of this 
Chimera. Let us read it, faid the Earl 


of S. Albays, with attention, it being 


the firſt we have ſeen as yet of your 


— 


- LETTER VIII. 


Ould Thelieve I ſhould ever fee that Day 
to find you ſo much changed. Alas! 
was it poſſible that ſo much Tenderneſs, where- 


I thought your Heart the ſureft Pledge, 


could ceaſe out of Jealouſie. Am I the occaſion 
of that capricious Humour, and won't you give 
me leave to juſtifie my ſelf ? *Tis not, Ma- 
dam, that I pretend to oppoſe your Intentions : 


ff you have a mind to find me guilty, I am 
willing to condemm my ſelf. But if you will 
act withont Paſſion, do me what Fuſtice it 
due to me. Were you capable of Compaſſion, 
you would pity my preſent Condition; I am 


melanchily almoſt to Deſpair. And why, 
Madam, will you not let me fee again ſome 
happy Days, after having made me feel ſo ma- 


ny eruel ones 2 


x am tare, fad: the Rail of 4 


"ſhe could not refuſe ſo tender a Re- 


queſt. Nothing leſs, reply'd the Duke, 
the had ſworn to try my Patience to the 


utmoſt; and I wanted not Enemies, 


- * N 
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who entertain'd her every day with 


ſome idle Story or other, efpecially in 


relation to Madam A——, that fair 


Scotch Lady, who came to Court on ac- 


count of a criminal Affair of her Bro- 
ther. I remember her Charms too well, 
faid the Earl of S. Albans, to forget 


with what an envious. Eye you were 


look d upon on account of your making 
For Addreſſes to her, becauſe every 
ody was of Opinion, that it would be 


in vain to attempt to ſupplant you, "Tis 


true, continued the Duke, ſhe had fo 
much Goodneis as not to diflike the 
Proofs | gave hergof my Paſſion ; but it 
is alſo no leſs true, that there was no- 


thing in it that could give any cauſe of 


Offence to the Counteſs: For, if it be 
a Crime for a Man to love above once 
in all his Life-time; no body can be 
innocent at that rate. But in ſpite of 
all theſe Reaſons, ſhe would puſh the 
matter to the utmoſt; pray judge by 
JJ 8 


LETTER IX. 


5 Thouſand ſecret Thoughts have too too 
much foreboded your Inconſtancy, or at 


leaſt, that nice reliſh, whichis the conſtant At- 
tendant of an exceſſive Paſſion, and which did 
covince me, that your De port ment towards me, 
was not ſuch as it ought to be; But Tendea- 
voured to deceive my ſelf; and the Conſtraint 
Jou put upon our ſelf to diſſemble your 
Jo e 5 . 1 5 s vs e Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, did eaſily perſwade me to it. A- 
las! I loved to be deceived; what muſt I 


have done, if you bad always given me occa- 


fron 95 loving yon, if you would have de ſer- 
ved it; or to Joy better, F you had atways 
wiſh'd it as much as did? Good God! how 
far are you from it, and how aſhamed AN ”, 
to continue my Paſſion for an ungrateful Man? 


By this Letter alone, 1 judge you are 
in the wrong, ſaid the Earl of S. Al- 
hans, and by this Letter alone, lam ſure 
ſhe is fooliſh, ſaid the Duke, interrupt- 
ing him; for ſhe, cemplaind- without 
Cauſe, and filled her Head with Chime- 


ra's, on purpoſe to pleaſe her ſelf, and 


to torment me; I loved none but her, 
and ſhe had reaſon enough to be ſatis- 


tfy'd in it. Here is the Anſwer I ſent 


her: Ho 
LET TRR X. 


Our unjuft Reproac hes, have robbe me 
of all my Repoſe, aud I am fatisfy'd 


- F you go on in the ſame way, it will not be 


long before you will. put an end to my Life. 
I have been ſirugling with my ſelf all this 
Wight, to forvear writing to you this Mory- 
32g, bus in vain, I am forced in ſpite of all 


"Ty Pride, to lay open my Frailties to you I 


am forced, I ſay, to conjure you, to reſtore 
to me your Heart ; and to win that without 


which, I muſt be unhappy for ever. Triumph 


over my Paſſim, uſe your Piftory as you think 


'tg 
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fit, for 1 am not in a Condition to hold out 
longer. . {on 

If this Letter did not touch her 
Heart, I will hate her more than ever, 
ſaid the Earl of 4——-z, becaule there 
appears in it a certain tender and engag- 
ing Character, which muſt give the Lye 
to all her imaginary Notions. Here is, 
ſaicl the Duke, her Anſwer: 


ee 
| V ſpeak of your Sentiqnents in ſo ex- 


gaging a manner, that it is a hard 


matter to withſtand it: But they tell me you 
talk at the ſame rate to other Women : "Tis 
:mpoſſible for me to be ſatisfy'd with a divided 
Heart ; either all or nothing. 13 4 


| long extreamly, ſaid the Earl of 
8. Albans, to meet with. a Peace-makang - 


Letter. I did encompals it, by a Me- 
thod quite oppoſite to my Inclinations, 
continued the Duke; I am naturally 
inclined, never to give any Cauſe of 
Diflatis faction to what 1 love; but find- 
ing that all my Submiſſions, met with 


4 very ill Reception, and that they ſer- 


ved only to augment her Pride; I pre- 
tended to make my Addreſſes to a Wo- 
man, who being 


her ſelf, except her Wit, which made 
10 far an amends for the defect of _ 
| | reſt, 


: 
* 


0 both old and ugly, 
had but little about her to recommend 
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reſt, that ſhe proved a dangerous Rival 
to the Counteſs, who finding her ſelf 
touch'd moſt ſenſible, writ to me theſe 


LETTER XL 


fl T ſeems as if all the World were apreed to 
A ##nform me of the many qggaſions of Com- 


plaint you give me. Alas! I know only too, 


much of it, there needs no further Additions 


to convince me, that you never loved me, 
aul that you have been always ready to ſacri- 


ce me. But to 'what a Deity, good God ! 
Tou are like the Indians or Savages, who 


delight in frightful Poſtures ; 1 am aſhamed 


both of you and my ſelf. 


I pretended to flight this Billet, ſaid 
the Duke, and ſent no Anſwer to it, 
and meeting her in the Queen's Apart- 
ment, I would not ſpeak to her, tho? 
the gave me all poſhble Opportunity to 


do it. I ſtuck cloſe to my old Lady, 


and follow'd her wherever ſhe went; 
and 1 ſwear to you, that this Amuſe- 

ment, as ridiculous as is ſeem'd to be, 
ſtood me in great ſtead to ſuppreſs my 
Spleen ; and if there was but little 
Inticement for my Eyes to look 
upon her, my Mind did meet with 


ſomething that was very diverting: 
It ſeem'd as if the Graces and Love it 


ſelf ſpoke thro' her Mouth. O! faid 


the Earl of St. Albans, I now find wm 
_ he 


* — as ? „ F 
: 
4 
: 
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the reaſon Why you would not name 
her to me, you have been in ſome mea- 
ſure my Rival; no, ſaid the Duke, I 
only pretended to be ſo; and if you 
will peruſe this Letter, you will be 
convinced, there is no better way to 
rouſe a Miſtreſs, than to make her be- 
lieve, that it is not beyond your 
power of changing wer for anothe. 


"LETTER x 


IT OU bave taken ſo little care to de- 
ſerve my Heart, and you make uſe of 

ſuch eſfectual Methods to loſe it, that it 1s 
apparent, I love you in ſpite of your ſelf. I 
am not fo blind as not to ſee your Faults, no, 
T fee them all, and better than any Body elſe 
would do; becauſe I am much more con- 
cern'd in them However, my Lord, whe 
ther it be my Stars, or my Captious Hu- 
mour, whether both together, or rather my 
"Heart, which remains unalterable to ou; I 
am ſtill the ſame. Alas! can there be 4 
worſe Fate than that which attends me. I 
could at leaſt move you to Compaſſion, ſince I 
am not capable of inſpiring other Sentiments 
into you, I ſhould have much leſs reaſon of 

' Complaint than I now have, But what do 1 
talk of moving your Pity? O! what makes 
me rum upon theſe Extravagancies ! No, my 
| Lord, no, don't pity me; 1 muſt either have 
your Heart or your Hatred, all the reſt is 
unport hy of my deſires. | | 
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| At the reading of this Letter all my 
Reſolutions vafiſh'd immediately, 1 
| found my ſelf unable to hold out 
Jonget, continu'd the Duke, againſt a | 
Woman, I loved too tenderly for my 
Repole. I went to ſec her, I threw my 
Telf at her Feet, I ask'd her a thouſand 
Pardons, and an entire good Corre- 
ſpondence was 'r6-eftablifh'd betwixt 
us; no Body ever reliſh'd his. good For- 
tune better than I did; and it ſeem'd 
to me; as if what I had ſuffer'd ſerved 
only to give more ſtrength to my Paſ- 
Hon; and notwithſtanding this happen- 
.ed at a tickliſh Conjuncture, when the 
King would needs have me bare a con- 
Aderable ſhare in the management of 
publick Affairs, I always found a way 
not to be wanting in what I ow'd to 
the Counteſs, and I never fail'd to 
Write to her once a day, The Billet 
vou hold in your hand, ſaid he to the 
Earl of St. Albant, is one of them. Ves, 
Faid he, I faw it. wes your hand wri- 
ting; and I kept it on purpoſe to 
read it, before the reſt. | 


V 


der fnce I began to love, I us'd to fell 

4 7y ſelf every day, it Was impoſſible my 
Love ſhould" enicreaſe; and after all, J find 
it does augmen in 4 moſt ſurpriſing mannet 
it poſſible, that at the ſame my” 


> . went I write to you, there ſhould be an addi- 
| 5 | tien 
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tion till? O! ſweet Reflection, which flat- 


ters my Heart; I know what it is that can 
augment my Love, tis, my dear Counteſs, 


that you would love me, as much as I love 
7%. | | 7 x. 1 


I confeſs to you, ſaid the Earl of 


A- n, I could not have imagin'd 


you to have been capable of ſo exceſ- 
five a Paſſion ; And what ſhould hinder 
me, reply'd the Duke, ſmiling? Your 
engagement with the Counteſs of S, 
{aid the Earl, it ſeems to me, that af- 


ter a Man has loved fo long, and fo 


paſſionately, one can't love any more 
to the ſame degree. That is no gene- 
ral Rule, ſaid the Duke; there are cer- 
tain Perſons in the World, who can't 
live without an amorous Paſſion. But, 
added the Earl-of St. Albans, when you 
have thus contracted a habit of loving, 
it ought rather to be ſtiled an Amule- 
ment. You may call it a habit in ſome, 


there being a certain ſort of People, who. 


never are in earneſt in theſe Matters. 
To juſtify their Inconſtancy, they will 
tell you, that it is impoſſible to have 


|. ſeveral exceſſive Paſſions ſucceſſively 3 


that the firſt is generally the moſt vio- 
lent and ſtrongeſt. There may perhaps 
be ſomething of Truth in this; but as 
to what concerns my ſelf, I find always 
the ſame diſpoſition in my Heart; I 
only change the Object, to day a fair 
Woman, to morsow a black one capti- 
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vates my Soul, and thus entangle me 
each in their Arms; this is the only 
difference | am able to find out in my 
Sentiments. - The two Earls could not 
forbear laughing at the Duke of Buck- 
ingham's diſcourſe, and without making 
any further Reflections upon the mat- 
ter, the Earl of St. Albans read theſe 
words. „ | 


LETTER XV. 


O, 1 know not any thing in the World 
| more vexatious than thoſe Viſits of Ce- 
remony one is obliged to receive. I have 
ſpent the whole day under ſuch a Conſtraint, 


as is almoſt unexpreſſible. Tis true, you 


were in my Company, but it is alſo no leſs 
true, that to fee you, and not to dare to 


| fpeak to you, nay, not ſo much as to look up- 


on you, without the utmoſt precaution, is 4 
moſt ſevere Tryal to me. To be ſure tell me, 
you bare a confiderable ſhare in my Pain, and 
exclaim with the ſame violence againſt theſe 


impertinent Goſſips, as I do. I flatter 7 
e 


felf you bad ſo much of them, as not to 
ſmitten with the growing Charms of that 


meagre Beauty that ſat next to you; had it 


been otherwiſe, I ſhould certainly have found 


yore out; if ever it ſhonld be ſo, pray keep 
ir from my Knowledge, for I love you too 
much, not to be jealous. 


And who was that ſo dangerous 
meagrg Beauty, faid the Earl of 1 Al- 
| . bans; 


# 
— 


— 


bans; 'twas my Lady ———, reply'd 


the Duke, caſting a malicious Smile 


upon the Earl of A n. He bluſh'd 
and kept filence for ſome time at theſe 
words; but ſoon after, I confeſs, ſaid 


| he, you have diſappointed me in my 


Intentions, I little expected to ſee you 
here. We meet ſometimes, ſaid the 
Duke, without a ſet | Appointinent 3 
but I aflure you, whatever may have 


been faid concerning that Lady, ſhe 


never was my Beauty. She was ours 


once, ſaid the Earl of St. Albans, laugh- 


ing; but as for my ſelf I met but with 
an indifferent Reception, ſhe ſacrificed 
me with a great deal of eaſe to the 
Ear! of A z, as he did make her a 
Sacrifice to the young Emilia. Good 
God ! cry'd the Earl of A, why 


would you revive in my Soul thole 


furious Thoughts which were ſfome- 


what allay'd by the Counteſs's Letters, 


and the Duke's Diſcourſe. What is it 


have done againſt you, chus to recall 


to my Mind the moſt cruel Infidelity 


that ever any one could be guilty of? 


declare to you, ſaid the Earl of St. Al- 
bans, had I known it, I would have of- 


| fer you no cauſe of Vexation; but 


you know I don't ſet up for a Con- 
juxer. And what do you think brought 
me hither, ſaid the Earl of .-, 
abruptly ; 'tis not very cuſtomary, for 


| People to make a Viſit in cooll Blood at 


ſuch an unſeaſonable time of the Night- 
| | M 3 No, 
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Mo, ſaid the Earl of St: Albans, that is 

indeed not very uſual ;. but it ſeems 

to be more extraordinary, that you 

—_ 1. for theſe two hours have amuſed your 
elf, and ſpoke of nothing but ſuch 
_— Matters as are indifferent to you, with- 
85 out mentioning one word of What Mo- 
tive brought you hither. Alas! ſaid 


Pp ĩ Ä IA I tp oo ˙ ret, Satin, 
7 * 5 * - = 4 
4 : - 
- 


- 
— 


| the Earl of A——-z, interrupting 
; him, and fetching a deep figh; I wiſh 
| F might never ſpeak, nay, not ſo much 
& as think of it, for my own Repoſe; 
=—  '  - and I was over-joy'd to meet with this 
=_ Obſtacle to check my deſign of enter- 
—_ - taining you with that Subject. If it be 
* fo, continu'd the Earl of St. Alban, 
"Fi come let us go on in reading the Let- 
"28 ters. | | | 

5 0 


LETTER N. 


| O ! 1 am ready to die with trouble and 
fear; Either having loſt the Billet, I 

writ to you yeſterday, it may perhaps be fal- 
len into my Fusband's bands; if it ſhould 
prove fo, I am undone; but, my Lord, don't 
. engage too far in the matter, your Preſerva- 
tion being dearer to me than my omn Life. 
Take beed, not to come to my Lodgings, ti 

we know what is further to be done; O 
hom ' dearly I purchaſe this Precaution ;, 1 
ſhall remain without ſeeing you, for a long 
lime, aud perbaps for ever; O] Good God: 
to what Deſpair am I reduced ! 
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Jam as much concern d at it, at this 
moment, ſaid the Earl of St. Albans, as 
the Counteſs could be at that time; 
for if her Husband had found dut this 


Billet Doux, I am apt to bebeve ſhe 
would have had but a very indifferent 
time of it. I am of the ſame Opinion, 
faid the Duke, and I thought I ſhould 


have fretted my ſelf to death. I was 
ſo highly concern'd at it, that I ſent 


her word, in caſe the Earl ſhould ger 
notice of our Intreague, I was reſolvꝰd 
to fight him, in order to deliver her 
of any further apprehenſions upon that 
account, either by his or my 'own 


death. This is a fort of violent Re- 


medy, ſaid the Earl of 4 3, and 
after what happen'd betwixt you and 
the Earl of $ ſhe might have 
laid odds, that ſhe ſhould date the be- 
ginning of her Widowhood from the 
day you were to fight with her Hut- 


band. Don't jeſt, ſaid the Duke, for 


had it come to a Duel, tis likely his 


Deſtiny would have been no other than 


that you ſpeak of. The Counteſs being 
Frighted at it, writ me another Billet. 


LI + E R XVII. 


5 \ Hat are you going to do, my Tord, 


ao you intend to prevent an uncertain 


Evil by another, which muſt prove both our 
runs? Oh! Have à care not to think of it, 


10 


jour very Propoſal having almoſt frighted me 
| M 3 : 
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to death. I am in hopes the Billet which ie 
the eccaſion of our preſent Diſquiet, will 
produce no further ill Conſequences ;, but if 
it ſhould, T can't find in my heart to conſent 
to any violent Reſolutions: And tho" I love 
no Body but your ſelf, and have a preat A- 
verſion to him, who diſtrubs our Repoſe, yet 
will find a way to defend him, whenever 


you fo about to attack him. 


Being now convinced, continued the 
Duke, ſhe was a Woman of a generous 
Temper, I efteem'd her more than ever; 
However, the loſs of the Billet was not 
attended by any ſiniſter Conſequences, 
becauſe Eſther was ſo fortunate as to 
find it again; and I, for my part, did 
not launch out into any Extravagan- 
cy. To ſpeak the truth, you give it 
the beſt Name you can, ſaid the Earl of 
AA; for what can be more extra- 
vagant, than to fight a Man, becauſe 
he has a ſufficient reaſon to be exaſpe- 
rated againſt his Wife? How !+ would 
you, cry'd the Duke, have me ſee her 
expos'd to thoſe Sufferings, whereof I 
my ſelf was the cauſe; would you have 
me do ſo? Is it juſt, ſaid the Earl, for 
a Man to patronize Coquettry and In fi- 
delity in a Woman; is it not much more 
agreeable to the Dictates of Reaſon, to 
leave her to her ill Fortune, and to be 
prniſh'd by her Husband. Oh ! cry'd 
the Earl of St. Albans, you argue at ſo 
odd a rate, that I can't hear you with 
JVC 
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atience, and I could never have ima- 
gin'd you could have deviated ſo far 
from all the Rules of good Senſe. For 
my part, ſaid the Duke, I am fo far 
from being impatient thereat, that his 
Fancy is extreamly diverting; for 1 
can't conceive how he can lay this 
down for a good Maxim, That a Man 
who tenderly loves a Lady, and has no 
occaſion of Complaint againſt her, can 
in point of Honour abandon her to the 
Anger and ill Uſage of her Husband. 
Here is two to one againft me, ſaid the 
Earl of A; and therefore confi- 
dering the odds you have againſt me, 
I cannot wonder at your Reſolution of 
erſiſting in maintaining a bad Cauſe; 
neither will I go about to reduce you 
by my Arguments into the right Path, 
which I now tread alone, but content 
my ſelf not to follow your Footfteps : 
The Earl of St. Albans, without return- 
ing an Anfwer, took out another Bil- 
let. | „ 


LETTER XVIII. 


F the opportunity, that was given to me, 
to oblige a Friend, was infinitely accep- 
table to me; I muſt tell you the Obligation it 
put me upon of asking this fauour for him, 
was infinitely diſagreable to me; have a re- 
2 to my Vanity, if poſſible, J know you to 
generous and grateſul; I have iucloſed a 
Memorandum of what 1 deſire ar your 
EI , 


I 
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hands; if you don comply with. it, pray 
„fte Jour. Refuſal ;, but if You = grant 
my Requeſt, r my Lord, it. 0 
be done without delay. 


The Memorandum related faid the 
Dube, to my Lord C! , Who was 


then afraid of being teflen'd in the 
King s Efeem, by reaſon of ſome Ad- 


vice given by him, which met not with 


the defired Succeſs. There was at that 
time no great Intimacy betwixt us, 
ſome hot Words having paſs'd in the 


Privy- Council, in a matter wherein we 


Ee 


oppoſed one another with a great deal 


of Heat. This made me ſhew ſome 
ſort of Diſſatisfaction upon that Head; 


and as I may ſay it without Vanity, that. 
T was very, inſtrumental in promoting 
him to the Dignity, of High-Treaſurer, 


10, he being ſenſible he ſhould ſtand in 
need of, my Aſſiſtance, to maintain him- 
ſelf in that high Station, and conſe- 


quently was diſturbed at my Coldneſs 


towards him; he obſerved me ſo nar- 


rowly, that; at laſt he found out the In- 
treague bet wixt the Counteſs and me, 


and ſoon engaged her in his Intereſt; 
ſhe being a Lady who made a conſide- 


rable Figure, and frequently play'd: 


at Court. This done, he gave her a Me- 


morandum, under pretence of ſome: 
Affair of Moment, but in effect to get 
an Opportunity of entring into a Cor- 


reſpondence Wien me. 1 guels'd imme 
: : . 


* 
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diately at the Truth of the matter; 
and þ was ſoon engaged to grant his 
Requeſt. The Counteſs was highly 1a- 
tisfy'd thereat, and we continued: our 
Converſation with mutual Satis factions 
till the King thought fit to ſend me to 
the Hague, in the Quality of his Ambaſ- 
ſador Extraordinary, to enter upon a 
Negotiation of Peace, moſt earneſtly 
defired by the Dutch. We arrived there 
the 4th of July, 1672. and after a long 
Conference with the Deputies of the 


States, went to the Prince of Orange, 


who was then in the Army, and thence 
to that of the French King's, encamped 
near Utrecht. But as Affairs of State 
were foreign to our purpoſe at preſent, 
at leaſt any further than they bear a 
relation to my ſelf in particular, twill 
be enough to tell you, that the Coun- 
teſs, ſome Days before my Departure 
from London, writ: me a moſt: tender 
Letter. The Earl of S. Albans took it, 
and read theſe Words: ES, 


LETTER XIX. | 


1 Am very willing to give you my Picture, 


becauſe you requeſt it, as an allay to your 


Pains; and that there is nothing I would not 


do to eaſe them; But don't you believe I ſhall 
envy its Happineſs ? You will keep it conſtant- 
ly. by you, you will often look upon it, and 
you will uſe it with a great deal of Tender- 
vefs, whilſh I am bewailing your Abſence ,, 


and 


$65 


485 


you, my Lord, I cant per ſwade my ſelf as jet, 


f +> 


| Mxmorrs of the Engliſh Court. 
and am debarred of all other Pleaſures, but 
of bearing News from you. I muſt own it to 


you are fo near your Departure. Tour flat- 


tering Hopes have inſinuated themſelves into 


my Soul, to prevent my being quite oppre ſi d 


under the burthen of my preſent Troubles. 
LETTER XX. 


: Hat is it I would not give, to put a 

Y Y fropto your Voyage. Alas ! hom hat- 
py were Lovers in the firſt Ages, always true 
to their tender Loves; free from Ambition; 
they lived in their homely Cottages with their 


„ 


Miſtreſſes, they nover left them alone, they 


never let them go out of their Sight. Inte- 
reſt of State, had no Influence upon their 


Souls, to diſturb their innorent. Plaaſures; A 


Treaty ar Negotiation, perhaps founded upon 


+  frniſfter Deſions, never ſnatch'd the Sheepherd 


out of his Sheepherdeſſes Arms.” O happy 


times, what is become of you ? Why did not our 


capricious Deſtiny let us be born in thoſe 72 2. 


ſhould then not have undergone thi Diſſat is- 


* 


faction to ſee you: go away, and. you mould 
have been ready to renounce thoſe Chimerical 


Notions o] Glory, which in reality don't af- 
fect our Heart; and inſtead thereof you 
would have made place for yours, for the 
ſweet Enjoyments of a tender Friendſhip. 
Two ſuch engaging Letters, reply'd 
the Duke, affected me moſt ſenſibly, 
and haying found means to ſpare mo 
„ e „ 16e . 


r 
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few Hours to ſee the Counteſs : O What 
ſurprizing and engaging things did not 
ſhe tell me upon this occaſion. She was 


all in Tears, no otherwiſe than if I was 
agoing to travel from the South to the 


North Pole. Truly, at this very time, I 
can't but imagine, that this ungrateful 
Woman can cry when ſhe pleaſes; but 


at that time, being fooliſh; enough to 


believe her to be in earneſt, I writ, du- 


ring this exceſs of my ' Paſſion, this 


Billet: 


4 


LETTER XXL 


| Hat is it, I ſhould not tell you upon my 
V Paſſion, and what Gratitutle I owe 
you. *Tis all much below what I feel, and 


there is nothing that can challenge a Compariſon , . 
with what I would do for you. If you are 


the moſt lovely Woman in the World, I can 
ſwear to you, that I am the moſt tender of all 
Men living. Let me know at what Hour I 
may come to aſſure you of it; but aboye all, 


haſten that happy Minute, for I ſwear, ſhould © 
you delay but never ſo little, I ſhall die with 


Impatience, 


How can you ſpeak ill of a perſon, 


ſaid the Earl of S. Albans, that once in- 
ſpired into your Heart fo violent a Paſ- 
ſion ? Don't you know, that the more 
Pains a Woman takes to make her ſelf 


beloved by us, the more Acknowledg- 
ment we opght to pay her; for thoſe 
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feeble. Engagements, Which, languiſh | 


8 


and are ready to fail every Day, ty 


only to amuſe our Hearts, without giv 


ing them the true Reliſh of Pleaſare - : 
Our Soul has no ſhare in the matter, 


we ſee our Miſtreſs without much Joy | 


or Diſturbance. But, if a Man 18 
once raiſed to the higheſt pitch, all his 


Reflect ions become more nice and live- 


, his Melancholly has a certain mix- 
ture of Sweetneſs, his Fears are ſo 
much the ſtronger, as his Happineſs is 


more accompliſh'd, and touches him to 


the quick. What you ſay, is very true, 
_ iid the Barl of A——-», interrupting 
him, yon ought to think your ſelf high- 


ly obliged to a Miſtreſs, for the Pains, 
ſhe takes to appear amiable to you, and 


to furniſh you with thoſe Letters, 
which are fo agreeable and dear to us: 
But after an ungrateful, Woman has 
found the way to impoſe her Charms 
upon us, what is it ſhe does not deſerve, 
in caſe ſhe is the firſt that breaks off with 
and abandons her Lover. - Let us go on 
in the peruſal of my Letters, ſaid the 


Duke, and afterwards we will begin to 


confider,whether it is not rational to hate 
as much the ſame Perſon one has loved 
to an excels before. Fhis Letter, ſaid 
the Earl of S. Albans, is of your Hand- 
Writing: Yes, ſaid the Duke, I ſent it 


to the Counteſs, juſt when I was upon 


my Departure for Holland, it was writ- 


ten ata JunQure, When my Head Was 
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as yet full of thoſe Panegyrick Expreſ- 
fions, . wherewith ſhe acted the paſſio- 
nate Lover to the Life, which I repre- 
ſented to her in the following Letter: 


ff... 2 


NN. very Thoughts of being ſeparated | 


from you, render my Sufferings ſo ex- 


ceſſive, that I have reaſon to believe, that 


Death it ſelf will not be ſo dreadful to me, as 
your Abſence. I am ſo much altered of late, 
that my Friends ſcarce know me. Your Mo- 

deſty keeps you in London, whilſt my Duty 
calls me to the Hague: Why are not you a 
Sheepherdeſs and I a Sheepherd ? What Plea- 
| fures might not we enjoy in that happy Sta- 
tion? I ſhould have the Satisfaction of (eeing 
no other Woman but your felf ? But alas! 
how am I aſſured, that yen would forget 
every body for my ſake, as I would neglect 


Ll 


every thing for you. | | 

I Was now ready to depart, and m 
Lord being enclined to go along wit 
me, I was very glad of his Company, 


being ignorant at that time, that IWas 


to carry a Spy with me. You will be 
ſoon convinced of the Truth of it, when 
I ſhall tell you, that he was in love with 


the Countels ; that he had not as yet 


declared his Paſſion to her, and that having 


got ſcent of mine, he alſo found out that I 


was not indifferent to her, he did not think 
it for his purpoſe, to endeavour to ſup- 
„ plant 
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7 me openly, but that a private 


nemy being much more dangerous 


than a declared Enemy, he intended to 
give me ſuch Blows, as ſhould not be 
in my power to avoid. With this In- 


tention only he went into Holland, ha- 


ving agreed beforehand with my Lady | 


to ſhew his Letters to the Counteſs, 
whenever ſhe ſhould have an Opportu- 


nity of talking of him to her; and that 
thus the thing might appear very natu- 
ral and eafie, unpremeditated, and 
Without Affectation. After my Arrival 


at the Hague, ſhe writ me the moſt tens 
der Letters in the World, and commu- 
nicated alſo. to me the Copies of ſeveral 
Letzers, ſhe writ by way of Anſwer, 
to thoſe ſent to her by the Duke of 
D — my Abſence, which you 


Willd diverting ee 


LE TER 88 


F you 105 4 PAY, to enter into an Ami- 


ty with me, ſuch a one as may prove eaſy, 
commodibus, always attended with Pleaſure, 


and without Pain, I conſent to it; but, my 


Lord, if your Pretences reach further, with- 
draw your Troops, and look out for a Heart 


more eaſy to be conquer d than mine. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Have met this day with three or four 
ſeveral things, that 7 affiift me; I 
plaid and was on the loſing ſide, my Spaniel 
is dead; the Gloves you ſent me, are too 
much perfumed, your Fans feem'd to me tod 
brown, and your Billet too full of Tenderneſs ; 
I fend you back, my Lord, your preſent, and 
your Declaration; pray keep both for ſome 
other Perſon, that may be better diſpoſed to 
retunn your Favours according to your Wiſh. 


LETTER XXV. 
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Ou are very well at Home, and I am 

 extreamly well at my own Lodgings; 
let us therefore keep each where we are; 
gueſs at what you intend to tell me, by what 
1 have heard you ſay before; and you may 
Iskewiſe gueſs at what Anjwer I ſhall glve you, 
by what I have told you already. Tour Con- 
ſtanc is tireſome to me; my Heart is not to 
be won by a long Siege, but muſt be ſurpriſed, 
if yau loſe the firſt Moment, it is irrecoverable 


for ever. 


* 


I did not fail to intermix ſome Expreſ- 
fions, full of Sincerity and Affections 
with what the Counteſs writ me on ac- 
count of the Pretenſions of the Duke 
of O — to her. The publick Buſi- 
neſſes I was entruſted with, did not take 
up all my time ſo far, as not to allot me 
| certain 


So — 


1 
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certain Opportunities of beſtowing my 
moiſt diverting Hours and Thoughts 
— upon her. Sometimes I writ to her, 
3 and ſometime I beſtow'd in look ing up- 
1 on her Picture. One Day, as my Eyes 
8 wpeere altogether fix'd upon this Picture, 
my Lord comes ſo foftly into 
the Room where I then was, that I not 
in the leaſt perceived him: He ſaw the 
Counteſs's Picture, and knew it, and 
the ſight thereof proving to him an en- 
tire Confirmation of my good Fortune, 
and of his Unhappineſs, he was moſt 
ſenbly afflicted thereat. He was juſt 
agoing to withdraw, when I caſt my 
. Eyes upon him; his Preſence gave me 
EF *  _ - mo ſmall Diſturbance, becauſe I fear'd 
—_ - _every thing I oughtto fear; I could have 
=} been glad to diſcover the Truth, pur 
| j I durſt not go about to ſearch for it too 
=— far, leaſt I ſhould let him into a Secret, 
=_ whereof he was not Maſter as yet. We 
_——— .. _- Jook'd upon one another with fo much 
1 Confuſion; that I wonder I ſhould not 
gueſs immediately at the Condition 
of his Heart. But in relation to my 
ſelf, he had a much clearer inſight into 
my Sentiments, than 1 could have into 
his; beſides that, he might eaſily read 
my Difturbance in my Eyes. We re- 
main'd both filent, when the Earl of 
A Arlington and Mr. Opdam coming into 
=_ the Room, their Preſence hindred me 
1 from ſpeaking to my Lord. 
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After our return from the Hench 5 
King's Army, as I told you before, we 
went to Bruſſels, and the Count de Mon- 

tery, Governour of the Spaniſh Net her- 
lands, happening to regale the Ladies 

the ſame Evening we arrived there, 
with a moſt ſplendid Feaſt, at the Houſe 
of the Emperor Charles V. (as they call 
it) ſeated in the midſt of the Park f ; 
Brufſels, we were alſo invited thither : 

The Seaſon being then extreamly hot, 
abundance of Lanthorns were ty'd to 
the largeſt Trees, near unto the Walks, 
where they danc'd. The handſomeſt 
among the Ladies belonging to this lit- | 
tle Court, appear'd there in Maſque- 
rade; and I muſt confeſs, that there 

were-ſeveral among them, which would 

have made a moiſt glorious Figure in the 
greateft Cities of Europe. Without ſpeak- 
ing of the Princeſs, of Vaude mont, who 
for her ſingular Merits deſerves to 
to have the preference before all the 1 
reſt of her Sex, I took a ſingular delight 

in ohſerving the Ladies of Bournonville, 
de Lignet, de Rac hes, d Hauray, d Eſpino- 
la de Horna, de Stinau, d' Urſel and of 
Grimberg. This laſt may defervedly be 
ſtil'd a growing Beauty, in the very 
bloom of her Age, ſo nicely Featured, 
of 1o glorious a Complexion, and 16 
ae an Air, that J was abſd- 
utely charm'd with her Perſon. 

The Princeſs of Faudemont being 
dreſs'd like a Diana, was attended by 

* the 
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the Ladies under the Diſguiſe of 
Ny mphs. The Counteſs of Grimber- 
gue was one of them, her fine fair cur- 
led Hair, ſpreading in Locks all over 
her Shoulders, beſides that, ſhe had ſe- 


veral Enots ty'd uponther Head in Buck- 


els, interſpers'd with Emerauds and 
Diamonds. At her Girdle ſhe -wore a 
Bow, and Arrows, in a Quiver; her 


' Leggs appear'd half naked, and tho” ſhe 


was none of the talleſt, ſhe was ſo aice- 
ly ſhaped, and danced with ſo good a 
Grace, that, to confeſs the truth, ſhe 
put me into no ſmall Confuſion, ſhe 
touch'd my Heart to the quick to ſuch 
a degree, that I appear'd very penſive 
all the remainder of the Night. I drew 
nearer her, but ſo prepoſſeſs'd with Fear, 
that I never felt the like before in all 
my Life. Fair Nymph, ſaid I, do you 


find here a Heart worthy of receiving 


your Darts? "Tis enough for me, re- 
plied ſhe, ſmiling, to have found yours, 


1 ſhall not look any further, for to 


inake them exerciſe their Power. Such 


an Anſwer as this, as it could not but 


be exceedingly plealing to me, ſo 1 dare 
ſay it without Vanity, that our Conver- 


lation was not only very ſprightly, but 


alſo fall of Wit, tho? we were often 
interrupted by thoſe who took her out 
to dance, but ſhe not failing to remem- 
ber her place, always fat her {elf down 
again next to me- 


The 


\ 
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The Ball ended, and with it all my 
hopes; for upon a ſtrict Enquiry, I 
made concerning the Counteſs of Grim- 
bergue, I underſtood that ſhe was mar- 
ried to one of her neareſt Relations, 
one of the handſomeſt Men in the 


World; that they loved one another 


moſt paſſionately, and that theſe little 
| Diverhons ſhe took, were never. 
known to have drawn her into any In- 
treague. My ſtay at Bruſſels was not to 
be of ſo long à Continuance, as to af- 
ford me ſulficient leiſure, of out- play- 
ing her at ber own Ganie, ſo I judged 
it more prudent to ſhun her Company, 
than to endeavour to pleaſe me ſelf with 
ſuch ſmall hopes of Succels. However, 
my Lord — did not fail in the 
mean time, to make a great noiſe of 
this Paſſion, in hopes of doing miſchief. 

He Writ to Madam ———, that I was 
fallen in Love with the Counteſs of 
Grimbergue, and that I had beſtow'd up- 
on her the Counteſs s Picture, after ha- 
ving made it my Boaſt, that ſhe had 
preſented it to me with her own Hands: 
As there was nothing in this Story that 
ſavoured of an Impoſſibility, ſo Madam 
as fo charitable as to give an 


Account of it to the Connteſs, who 
taking the whole for an undoubted 
Truth, was ſeized with the moſt violent 
Reſentment a Woman that thinks her 
ſelf abandon'd and betray'd, can be 
tapable off. She writ me this Let- 
ter $ N p - | LE T- 
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LE F.T-E R XXVI. 
f "46 oo fo ungrateful and deſpiſeable, that 
your Inconſtancy will not coſt me as much 
as one Sigh. The queſtion is not nom, con- 
cerning your Sentiments ana mine z tis e- 
nough, that they are ſo oppoſite to one ano- 
ther, that they will never agree again. Had 
it pleaſed Heavens to let me know you al- 
ways, as well as I do now, ſince you are tur- 
ned intonſtant, this would have ſaved me a 
world of Trouble. But without inſiſting any 
further upon this Head, which can't but cauſe 
me abundance of Pain; or without putting 
on in mind of a piece of Infidelity, which 
ought to mike you bluſh; I will content my 
ſelf with demanding from you my Picture 
and Letters, this being the only and the last. 
thing I ſhall deſire of you; in lieu whereof 1 
promiſe to forget you, even without fo much 
as remembring your Name. 


4 = 1 hope, ſaid the Earl of A————7#, 
you did not obey her; O! reply'd the 
Duke, 1 never knew a Man yet, who 

. pretended to ſuch a nice point of Ho- 
| | | nour, as to reſtore ſuch like Favours to 
2 | a handſome Woman. However, this 
would prove of very good Conſequence, 
{aid the Earl of St. Albans, interrupt- 
| ing him; and, when Ladies give us ſuch 
= tender Proofs of the entire Confidence 
| in us, it is but reaſon we ſhould not put 

=—_ them to an ill ule; but rather to make 
= - them 
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them Reſtitution of a matter of the 
greateſt moment, the * Conſequences 
whereof may turn to their Ruin. They 
would do much better, ſaid the Duke, 
not to run the hazard of it, and not to 
write any thing, whereof a diſobliged 


Lover may make any Advantage againſt 
them. This Advice is eaſy to be given, 


ſaic the Earl of St Albans, but no eaſy 
Task, when a Heart is deeply engaged 
in an amorous Intreague, to deny it 
{elf the Satisfaction of writing a thou- 
ſand pretty Fancies, that come into 
ones Head. What Motive can be ſtrong 
enough to a Woman to ſtand always 


upon her Guard, againſt the Perſon ſhe ' 


loves; who if he has known how to 
find out the Secret of rendring himſelf 


Maſter of his Miſtreſs's Heart, how is 


it poſſible he ſhould miſs of being ad- 
mitted under the quality of her Confi- 
dent. At this rate, the Ladies run all 
the hazard alone, added the Earl of 
4 — u, and can accuſe no body 
but themſelves and their own Impru- 
dence. The Argument was not likely 
to have ended here, had not the Duke 
interrupted the Earl, and told him: 
1 muit own, that upon the Receipt of 
the Counteſsꝰs Letter, I was like Thun= 
der- ſtruck, ſo that without giving my 
lelf any further trouble of accompliſh- 
ing the Negotiation, (according to my 
Order) in which I had hitherto proved 
very ſucceſsful, I bid adieu to all man- 
e , ner 
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ner of Buſineſs, without the leaſt regard, 
and ſo I embarkꝰd for Landon, like a Fool, 


without the leaſt regard to the good or 
ill Conſequences that might attend it. 
l can't forbear to reflect upon this Con- 


dluct of yours, ſaid the Earl of S. Albant, was 


it wiſely done, to pitch upona publick Mi- 
niſter, who is in love, and to entruſt him 
with a Negotiation of ſuch vaſt Conſe- 


quence? O, cry'd the Duke, and where will 


you find one that is other wiſe? Do you be- 


lieve that all theſe Plenipotentiaries and 
Ambafladors, who appear with ſo much 


Gravity, are wiſer than other People? 


Tis true, they act with more Circum- 


ſpection, and that is the only thing they 


are oblig'd to in ſuch like Caſes by their 


Character, but for the reſt, I am confi- 


_ dent, they are as much for an Intreague 


as any body elſe. During my Voyage, 


continued he, all my Thonghts were 
taken up in finding out what reaſon of 
Complaint the Counteſs could have a- 


gainſt me, and finding it could be no- 
thing elſe, but my Addreſſes to the 
Counteſs of Grimbergue, I went for- 
Ward, with a Reſolution to be revenged 
of the Perſon that had plaid me this 
Game, without in the leaſt thinking it 


was my Lord, for I never heard 


of this Tranſaction till ſome time after: 


Upon my arrival at London, inftead of 


going ſtraitway to Mhite- Hall, I went 
immediately to the Connteſs's; but to 


add to my preſent Misfortune,I under- 


ſtood 


F 
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ſtood ſhe was gone to Tunbridge, to drink 


the Waters: Had I follow'd the Inclina- 


tions of my Heart, I had gone thither 


without delay, but conſidering what 
extravagancies I had been guilty of up- 
on her Account already, I thought it beſt 
not to venture any further for that time. 
When I came to the King to give him 
an account of the Progreſs of the Ne- 
otiation, I ſwear to you, I appear'd in 
ſo diſtracted a Condition, that his Ma- 
jeſty concluded I had been drinking hard 
in the Yatcht, and that the Vapours of 
the Wine had bereaved me of my Me- 
mory. He ſoon diſmiſſed me, and I 
could eaſily gueſs at his Thoughts; but 
without giving my ſelf the trouble to 
undeceive him, I ſhut my ſelf up in my 
Cloſet, and ſpent the whole Night in 
Writing, ſometimes Verſes, and ſome- 
times in Proſe, but in the main, relating 
altogether to bitter Complaints ; being 
touch'd moſt ſenſibly with the unreaſo- 
nable Deportment of the Counteſs. 
After all, nothing I bad written ſeem- 
ing to me convincing enough, I judged I 
had better go and lee her in Nerd but 
knowing her to be of a very poſitive 
and reſolute Temper, and that, if ſhe 
once got it into her Head, ſhe would 


neither ſee nor hear me; I reſolved to 


diſguiſe my ſelf, and ſpent the remain- 
der of the Night, in contriving which 
way beſt to effect it. At laſt a jThought 
came into my Head, Which pleaſed me 
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infinitely. I knew Her to be addicted 


highly to Superſtition, and her Inclina- 


tions leading ſo far to hear her? Fortune 


told her, that ſhe was always in ſearch 


after every Body, that pretended but to 


the leaſt Skill or Reputation in Aſtrolo- 
y, I my ſelf having ſeveral times 
rought G—y the Aſtrologer to her. 
With this Reſolution therefore to per- 


ſonate a South- ſayer, I appear d in the 
King's Preſence, much dejected, lay ing 


one Hand to my Head, and the other 
upon my Heart, as if i had been very 


Ill. He ſoon perceived it, and ask'd me 
with his wonted Goodneſs, how I did; 
I told him I was moſt miſerably afflicted 
with the Head-ach, and a continual 
f Palpitation of the Heart, and that I 


felt ſome Symptoms of a Feaver: As 
11] Fortune would have it, 1 look'd fo 
well in the Face, that this alone was 
ſufficient to betray my Intentions, and 


the King ſhewing much Compaſſion for 


me, I could not act my Part ſo nicely, 
but that I bluſh'd, and was quite con- 
founded at the Untruth I had told 85 
One Day having engaged Doctor F- 
to meet mein the King's ee 
and the King enquiting after my Health, 
he told him, that nothing could be more 
proper to prevent my falling into a 
dangerous Diſtemper, than Tuabridge 


me, tho” I have great occaſion for you 


"WE 222555 1 will poſtpone my Incereſts 


> TH 


Oy 


Waters. Go then, ſaid the King to 
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to your Health; I muſt confeſs to you, 
1 was ſo ſenſible of the. King's Good- 
neſs, that I. was ſeveral times upon the 
point of declaring the Truth to him, 
but durſt not, for fear of ſpoiling all. 


left the King, highly ſatisfy d with | 


his having given me leave to take my 
Journey, and pitch'd upon the Earl of 
A e, my Friend, as a Confident, 
he being then deputed by the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland, to make their moſt 
humble Remonſtrances to the King, 

concerning Matters of the greateſt mo- 
ment; He ſtood in need of my Intereſt 
at Court, and therefore having ſought 
all poſſible means to enter into a ſtrict 
Friendſhip with me, | was ſure he 
would be very glad of taking this op- 
portunity to oblige me, I imparted to 
him the whole Secret, and he was 
ver- joy'd to fee me furniſh him with 
means to put an obligation upon me. It 
was agreed he ſhould go to Junbridge 
firſt, and endeavour} to raiſe in the 
Counteſs a curioſity of conſulting me 
under the diſguiſe of an Aftrologer. 
You know the Earl to be a Man of 


tenſe, who under his grave and ſedate 


Deportment, conceals a great deal of a 
very pleaſing Temper ; fo that I judg- 
ed I could not put the management 
of this Deſign into better hands than 
his. He found the Countels very me- 


lancholy and penſive; the preſence of 


ner Husband, for Whom ſhe always 
ne wd 
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-  Hhew'd a great Regard, having, beſides 
this, put her under a great Conſtraint, 
: the entertain'd in her Breaſt a ſecret 
_— | Spite againſt me, which tormented her 
==: - without intermiſfion; and as often as 
E ſhe confider'd that I had prefer'd the 
Counteſs of Grimbergue before her, ſhe 
was ſo enrag'd at me, that ſhe thought 
of nothing but Revenge. *T was in this 
Condition the Earl found her; he ask'd 
her a among other things, whether ſhe 
had heard nothing of that famous Lap- 
onida ? She anſwer'd, ſhe knew not 
Y -what he meant; and that he ſhould ex- 
EZ plain himſelf, whether it were a Man, 
=—_ + - a Beaſt, or a Plant, The Earl ſmil'd at 
4 | her Ignorance, and told her, that Lap- 
| | ponida 1 < as much as Laplander, 
_ Highly yers'd in Aſtrology, and inclining 
= - to Sorcery; that being inform'd this 
noted Negromancer was to be at Tun- 
bridge, he was come hither from London 
on purpoſe to make him calculate his 
Nativity, becauſe he could tell as well 
paſs*d as preſent, and future things. 
The Counteſs was ſo well pleas'd at 
theſe words, that ſhe ask'd him a thou- 
fand Queſtions; whether this Laplander 
could ſpeak Engliſh, whether he was of 
an eaſy Acceſs, what kind of a Crea- 
ture he was, and whether he had Diſ- 
cretion enough to keep a Secret? He 
NN” told her, the Laplander underſtood Eng- 
liſh as well as his own Tongue; that 
he vas of a very odd Temper, . 
N e 15 0 
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the Converſation of Women, ſpoke lits 
tle, and was at leaſt 200 years old,; 
but it is by bis great Knowledge he 
has protracted his Life, for knowing 
the Virtues of all Simples, he has found ©. 
out the way of making himſelf young 
again. He is ſo old, faid be, that he 
foretold Queen Elizabeth all that ſhould 

happen to the Earl of Hex, whereat 
you know ſhe could not but be very 
nearly concern'd. And why, ſaid ſhe, 
did he not at the ſame time inſtruct 
her how to avoid theſe misfortunes ? 
You require too much, reply'd the 
Earl, Fate will take its own Courſe; 
and why then, continu'd ſhe, are-we 
defirous to foreknow our Diſgraces, 
ſince it is not in our power to prevent 
them? Reaſon, and a prudent Conduct, 
return'd he, may ſtand in great ſtead 
upon ſuch like occaſions. The Coun- 
teſs ſaid no more, but appearing ex- 
treamly diſconſolate, the Ear! took 
his leave. 

I came two days after to Tunbridge, 
diſguiſed like a true Sorcerer, but 
durſt not ſtir out of my Chamber, for 
fear of being hollow'd at by the Boys 
being not in a humour at this time to 
divert the Rabble with a publick ſhew. 
The Earl went immediately to pay a *. 
Viſit to the Counteſs, but would not 
be the firſt that ſhould ſpeak of my 
Arrival; ſo ſhe ſtaid a good while be- 


jurs ſhe ask d bim, whether he had 
b heard 


A 
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heard any thing concerning the Lap- 
ander; he told her, he was arrived in 
gootl Health; and that finding in him 
jomething more ſurprizing, than what 
he had heard before, had engaged him 
to lodge in the fame Houte where he 
was. I proteſt to yon, as a Friend, 
tid ſhe, I am very deſirous to ſee him: 
Oh! Madam, reply d he, that is impoſ- 
fible, tis above 140 years fince he 
hates Women as much as Death it ſelf. 
You muſt endeavour, return'd ſhe, to 
reconcile him to our Sex; I might as 
well, reply'd the Earl, go about to 
learn bis Art, as to perſwade him to 
what you would have me to do; how- 
ever, I am ſo ambitious of obliging you, 
that I would leave nothing unattempt- 
ed for your ſatisfaftion ; and you ſhall 
know the ſucceſs to morrow. Every 
moment that kept me from the fight 
of the Counteſs, feem'd to me a year: 
The Earl and I had contriv'd the matter 
thus; For him to conduct her into my 
Apartment, where every thing was to be 
cloſe ſhut up, for fear ſhe ſhould know ' 
me; and the better to alter my Voice, 
was to hold fomething in my Mouth. 
I ſpent the Night betwixt hope and 
fear; in hopes to ſpeak to her, and in 
fear of exaſperating her, and of miſ- 
carrying in my Defign. ' But there 
happened another Accident, | viz. her 
Husband would not ſuffer her to go 


to the Earl of A——e,' and told ber, 
EEE chat 


= 
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that if all the Laplanders, with LZappenide 
at their Head, were there, it was be- 
low the Quality of a Lord's Wife to 
demean her ſelf thus far. The next. 
thing we had to do, was how to find 
out another Expedient for our Inter- 
view; and it was agreed ſhe fhould 
come at Night to a certain ſmall Wood, 
whither the Earl was to conduct me, 
as her Husband was to bring her thi- 

ther; there being no great occaſion of 
being jealous of a Man of 200 years 

old. tre . 5 
Every thing being thus agreed, I ex- 
pected the coming of the Night with 


the utmoſt impatience, and we went 


thither in the dusk of the Evening, for 
fear of being ſeen. My Garb was a 
black long Robe, I had a long white 
Beard, a Turbant on my Head; and 
in ſhort, every thing ſuitable to what I 
intended to repreſent in this Maſque- 
rade. By chance I eſpy'd a crooked 
Trunk of a Tree, which I choſe for my 
ſeat, the better to perſonate a Sorcerer; 
and I negleQed nothing which might 
make every thing appear as natural as 
could be. I was ſcirce well ſeated, 
when we heard the Counteſs's Coach 
top at ſome diſtance from us; and the 
Earl drawing nearer that way, ſaw her 
Husband leading her by the Hand, 
without hearing her ſpeak one word. 
did not think, faid he, laughing, that 
when one 1s to conſult an Aftrologer, 

| one 
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one muſt be debarr'd from ſpeaking to 
one's Friends; the Lady ſmil'd, but 


without ſpeaking one word, and ſo 
came to me. The two Earls ſtaying 
at ſome diſtance from us, ſhe: ſeated: 


her ſelf upon the Moſs at the foot of 


the ſame Tree; near which I had taken 


my place, I found ſuch a diſturbance 


within my: ſelf, that I had ſcarce power 
to: ask her, upon what account ſhe 
came to conſult me. Don't you know 


it, O! Divine Man, ſaid ſhe, without 


| tell ir you? And ſince you are already 


acquainted” with my Thoughts; lt 


need n to expect any Queſtions 
fron me? Well, Madam, reply'd I, I 
muſt tell you then, Your: Heart is 


ſeiz d with a moſt agreeable Paſſion; 


hut you have unjuſtly taken an Aver- 
fiow to him who is your Admirer; you 
have writ very ſevere Letters to him; 


vou fly him, and are come to this place 


vrith no other intention than to avoid 
the ſight of bim; is not this the real 
Truth? Yes, ſaid ſhe, I muſt own it. 


But pray give me a deſcription of the 
Perſon of this Gentleman; He is a tall 


Man, of à goodly Preſence, farid I to 
her; his Air is noble, and bis Conver- 
ſation extreamly engaging; he has a 


great ſhare in the Favour of His Ma- 
ſter; and I afthre you, Madam, that if 
my Art does not deceive me, you are 


ſole Miſtreſs of his Heart. At theſe 


words the Lady burft out a laughing 


aloud; 


28 
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aloud ; you Blockhead, cry'd ſhe, thou 
haſt been bubbled into an Adventure, 
and takes a great deal of Pains for no- 
thing! Know that I am not the Coun- 
teſs of —— ——-, but that thou hail 
talk'd to the Dutcheſs of Richmond, and 
that this very moment ſhe is a going 
to make thee know who thou beſt. 
You may eafily gueſs at my ſurprize; 
but this Diſappointment did not. how- 
ever affect me ſo much, as it would 
have done, with any other Perſon than 
her ſelf. My dear Siſter, faid I, ſtop- 
ping her againſt her Will, and reaſ- 
ſuming my natural Voice, take heed 
not to diſcloſe this Secret, but rather 
aſhſt me in this Deſign; I conjure 


you, fince by what I have done, you 


may be convinced I love her heartily. 


The Dutcheſs of Richmond embracing 


me with much Tengerneſs, you are a 
true Protheus, ſaid ſhe, and *tis well 
you diſcovered your. ſelf, for I ſhould 
certainly have ſpoil'd your Market. 

She then told me, that at the earn- 
eſt Intreaties of her Friends to go to 
Tunbridge, ſhe had at laſt refolv'd all 
on a ſudden to go thither; that ſhe 
happen'd juſt to come to the Coun- 
teſs's Lodgings about an hour before 


this Nocturnal Appointment ; and that 


hearing them talk ftrange things of a 
Laplander, it came into her head, that 


ſomething of a Deſign lay conceal'd 


under the Pretences of his great Age, 


and 
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and excellency of his Art. To make 
tryal of bis Skill, ſhe had offer'd to go 
inſtead of the Counteſs, and had found 
HEY my Genius ſo far removed from its na- 
| ; _ tural Courſe, as to ſuffer it, ſelf thus to 
be catch'd in the Trap. I told her I 
was but a Novice in the Conjuring. 
Art, but deſir'd her to go back to the 
Counteſs, and to relate Wonders of 
me; ſhe fail'd not to do according to 
my defire, and acted her part to a mi- 
kracle; for the Earl happening to find 
the Counteſs in her Coach, whilſt he 
thought ſhe had been with me, did not 
doubt biit that I ſhould betray my ſelf; 
arid was upon the point of coming back 
to tell me what he had ſeen ; when ſhe 
fold him it was the Dutcheſs of Rich- 
mond, that was with me, he then flat- 
ter'd himſelf, I wonld certainly know 
her; and whilſt De was expecting her 
return with as much impatience as un- 
eaſineſs, he ſaw her coming towards 
the CoacW®, O] cry'd ſhe, with a loud 
5 Voice, the moſt skilful of Men, and the 
happieſt of Mortals upon Earth ; what 
furprizing things bas he not told me; 
his Knowledge is paſs'd expreſſing. She 
would have run on in my praiſe, if the 
Counteſs, impatient to ſeę mie, bad not 
left her, and made alt the haſt ſhe 
could towards the Tree near which | 
had ſeated my ſelf. I was ſcarce reco- 
ver'd out of my Surprize, and fearing 
teft they ſhould play me the ſame 
| | | Game 
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| Game over again, I was reſolved, to 
be firſt well aſlured of the Perſon I 

ſpoke to, before I proceeded to diſto- 


ver my Art. 


Scarce had the Counteſs taken 
ber Place next to mine, but ſhe told 
me, Moſt divine Lapponida, if by 
your Art you are able to pene- 
trate into the Secrets of my Heart; 
and find out a way of eaſing my 
Pain, nothing ſhall be ſo great, 
but what you may expect from my 
Graritude; Knowing this to be the 


Counteſs's Voice, I took her by the 


Hand; and, Madam, ſaid I, Lam not 
a Man to be guided by Interèſt, you 
did not pitch upon the right Method; 
when-you intended to engage me iri 
your behalf, by the Promites of Re- 
wards which I never coveted ; the 
only thing I have to deſire of you is, 
to put ſomewhat of Confidence iri 
me. Which way, ſaid ſhe, can I re- 
fuſe it to you, who can foretel every 
thing, and know in ſpite of my ſelf, 
what I wapld fain keep conceal'd: 
You reaſoni to a Miracle, reply'd 1; 
you are endow'd with ſo exquiſite a 
Wit, that I am not ſurpriſed at the 
favourable Aſpects and Influences of 
the Stars upon you. Venus, in Con- 
junction with Sol, gives you both Pru- 
fence and Beauty. a in a direct 
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3 Line with Mars; I. Pray ſpeak , 
tome in an intelligible Language, 

| ſaid ſhe, and let me know, what 
made a certain Man, for whom I had 


— + a great Kindneſs, ceaſe to love me. 
—_} Your ſurpriſe is very wrong, {aid I, 
_. he loves you ſtill, and never loved 


'- any body elſe; he languiſhes for you, 
1 he is ready to die for Vexation, when 
be reflects upon what Averſion you 
. have conceived againſt him. Since 
= you are ſo dexterous at knowing his 
—_— Sentiments, 1 wonder you ſhould not 
ll aai.ſcover in mea Diſpoſition quite con- 
= - | trary to what you ſpeak of: But Jam 
. certain, that during a Voyage he made 
lately, this ungrateful Man beſtow'd 
my Picture upon a Woman, who never 
will love hint the with ſame Tender- 
neſs as I have done, 8 
I can aflure you, ſaid the Duke, 
that I found in this Converſation, all 
| the Pleaſures one is capable of feeling 
„ in the hight of a nice and moſt tender 
| 5 Paſſion; and as I had no reaſon to ima- 
gine, that the Counteſs would have 
at this time a deſign of impoſing upon 
me, ſince paffing for a Laplander, and 
1 aà Perfon not in the leaſt concerned in 
zz | her Affairs, it was equal to me whe- 
E ther ſhe loved or hated her Lover; fo 
I I read it in her Heart, and plainly 
1 I perceived, that I was ſtill very dear to 
4 her, beyond what I could have exper. 
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ed at this time. I being very deſi t: 


rous to know that charitable Perſon, 
who had been pleas d to do me this 
good Office, told the Counteſs, ſhe 
muſt put an-entife Confidence in me, 


and that I pray'd her to tell me, how 
ſhe came to know that her Lover had 


proved unfaithful. I was acquainted 


Friends, unto whom it was written by a 
Perſon of Quality; you mult deſcribe 
his Perſon to me, ſaid I, if you expect 
1 ſhould foretel you the real Conſe- 
quences thereof. By the Deſcription 


ſhe gave me, and the Suſpicion I had 


conceived before of Madam 
and my. Lord —, I was eafily 


convinced I had not gueſs'd amiſs, 
My Art tells me, continued I, that 
thoſe Perſons you ſpeak of ought to 


be. ſuſpected to you, it being their 
Deſign to diſturb your Repoſe. Alas! 
laid ſhe, with a moſt charming Voice, 
if their Deſign was to put me to an 
exceſs of Pain, they have had their. 
ends. I can aſſure you, my Eyes have 
ſeen no Sleep ſince that unhappy 
Day this Lady brought me this diſ- 
agreeable Tydings. There is a great - 
er Share of Vanity than of Tender- 
neſs in your Sufferings, ſaid I, you 
are vex d at this Gentleman's having 


prefetr'd another before you. I could 
| + 


iſh it were no other wiſe, reply 
„ 


Me, 
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5 ſhe, this would not be quite fo mor- 
5 tifying to me, ſince perhaps I might 
ind out ſome way or other to com- 

; fort my ſelf for fuch a Diſgrace ; but 
the nearer I examine my Heart, the 
more I am ſenſible of its Frailties. 

It was no longer in my. Power to 
ſtand out againſt theſe Aſfurances, 
which ſerved for an undeniable Con- 
firmation to me of my. Happineſs. I 

_ aroſe from my crooked piece of Wood, 
with much Precipitation, and caſting 
my ſelf at her Feet, Pray don't diſ- 
own me, Madam, faid I, embracing 
her Knees, I am the moſt tender . 
faithful Lover in the World; 1 ſhould 
die for Grief upon this very Spot, had 
I been guilty of ceaſing to love you 
but for a moment, beyond my own 
Life. Your Picture, which I have a- 
bout me, ought to convince you of 
thoſe Forgeries they have impoſed 
upon you. In the name of your 
Friendſhip, in the name of the moſt 
tender Paſſion that ever was known, 
reſtore me to your Favours, reſtore 
to me that, without which I can't 
live any longer. I was upon the point 
of telling her a thouſand more tender 
and ſpaſſionate things, during theſe 
= firſt Motions of Joy, Love, and Ac- 

1 0 Eknnowledgment: But can you guels, 

= N without ſetting up for a Laplander, 

1 gan you guels, I ſay, what EE 


r 
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this capricious Woman made me to 


0 all theſe paſſionate Expreſſions? How 
my Lord, cry'd ſÞz, is it you my 
Lord, who under this premeditated 
Diſguiſe come to ſnatch this Secret 
from me? Do you think thus to 
abuſe my Inclinations for Aſtrologi- 
cal Predictions? And you judge you 
have ſufficiently cleared your elf, 
when you ſwear, I have been miſ- 
guided by Falſhoods. Oh, my Lord, 
how far you have deceived your ſelt, 
in chuſing ſuch Methods fas are dire&- 
ly oppoſite to what you owe to me. 
You ought to have born your Suffe- 
rings without murmuring, and with- 
ont breaking forth into Complaints; 
you ought to have expected from my 
Goodneſs, to be recall'd out of this 
kind of Baniſhment, but in lieu 
thereof you muſt go and take a Con- 
fident; and tho? I look upon the Earl 
of A eas a Man of Honour, 
yet I am almoſt reduced to Deſpair, 
he ſhould be acquainted with this Af- 
fat Yon muſt needs alſo diſcover 
your ſelf to the Dutcheſs of Richmond, 
and in ſhort, you have expoſed me to 
the worſt of Accideats, for ſhould 
my Husband get the leaſt notice of 
this Adventure, he would . without 
any regard to my Innocence, and 
your M1llice, ſacrifice me me alone to 
his Reſenrment. All theſe Reaſons 

O 3 repre- 
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keene you before my Eyes, as 
an Object altogether unworthy of my 
Tenderneſs, Which you have thus 
abuſed, and been wanting in every 
thing you owe to me; nay, you 
have had Cruelty enough, to. Hazard 
my Life. 26 
Whilſt The was ki this ſo 
fine, ſo well diſpoſed, and ſo well 
contrived: Harangue, I ſtood confoun- 
ded at what I heard her fay now, 
and what ſhe ſpoke: but a moment 
before. Is at poſſible, ſaid I that 
the ſame Mouth ſhould in fo ſhort 
aà time, utter oppoſite matters? 1s 
this the ſame Woman who fighed 
before Lapouida for having volt the 
Duke of Buckingham, and now treats 
the Duke of Buckingham like a mi- 
ſerable Wretch, whilſt he is lying 
at her Feet. I muſt own, that at 
that very Inſtant, Spite and Anger 
o far prevail'd over my | Heart, 
that for ſometime could not ſay one 
Word ; ſhe had ſcarce finiſh'd part of 
ker Biſconrfe, when I added :ſuch a 
Concluſion, as ſhe little expected 
from me. For, in lieu of attempt- 
ing to allay her Anger by ;Submit- | 
Hon, I cry'd, O you moſt unſtable 
and ⸗moſt extravagant of Woman- 
kind J leave you for the whole Re- 
mainder of my Days; you ſhall, 


. hilft _ hs: never hear either 
- good 
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good or bad Tydings from me; Ire- 


; pent of the Pains I have taken to 
come near you, but am ready to © 39 

leave you immediately, and will for © 

ever ſhun you to the utmoſt of my ö = 1 


Power. I had no ſooner faid theſe # 
Words, but away I flew from her 
like Lightning, and tho?, as it ſeem'd 
to me, ſhe follow'd- me, and cry'd, 
Laponida, Laponida, I was in ſo ill 
an Humour, that I did not think 
her worthy of an Anſwer. She was 
no ſooner gone back to the Place, 
where the Dutcheſs of Richmond, her 
Husband, and the Earl, ftaid for her 
coming; but the laſt came to find 
me near the Tree, but it being a 
dark Night, could not find me, 
and looking about for fear I had 
loſt my ſelf in the Wood, whilt I 
expected his coming in my Coach, 
much diflatisfy'd at his long ſtay, I ü 
ſaw him come at laſt. He upbraid- 0 
ed me with having given him {ſo _ 

much Trouble, but I being then in 

a very ſcurvy Humour, anſwered 

him ſo. abruptly, tho* I was a@ual- 

ly in the wrong, that he thought fit 

not to return any further Anſwer. ' - 
Our diſpute being ſoon ended, | 
what do you think, ſaid I, o 

this long Converſation I had with 

the Counteſs? Every thing that can 

be thought happy, ſaid he; to be 
. alone 
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alone in a Wood with a Lady one 

loves, and by whom one is belov'd? 

To be conſiderꝰ d. under ſuch Circum- 
itances of a Reconciliation; viz. that 

8 the Husband is jealous, and at the 
lame time ſtands Sentinel? To be 

witty and both lovely? Now you 

may judge of my Thoughts. O 

aid I, fighing, Appearances often 

prove fallacious: You think I have 

made my . Peace with her, becauſe 

one would ſuppoſe it to be ſo; but 

J had to do with. ſo. capricious a 

3 LE Woman, and who gave me ſo ill a 
4 8 Reception, that I have quite broke 
bg off with her. The Earl could ſcarce 
believe me, till 1 ſpoke fo ſeriouſly, 

that be could not but take my 

word for it; elpecially, ſince. there 

was not ſufficient matter of Diver- 

ſion in the thing, to put one upon 

an Invention of this Nature. I pro- 

teſt to you; ſaicd he, I am amazed 

to the higheſt degree: I thought 

your Merits might have ſecured 

you--ayainſt ſuch an Accident: No 

1 more of Merits, my Lord, ſaid I, 
7 N do my ſelf Juſtice, and oun 
1 my Faults, tome whereof are perhaps 
very confiderable ; but I will not 

allow. any in Love. Do you know 
4 a ſure: way how to be revenged of 

her, ſaid the Earl; Yes, reply'd I, 

to forget ber for ever: 'Twas that 
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intended to have adviſed you to, 
added he, but you were too quick 


for me? You ſhallſee, ſaid I, ſmiling, 
that, if my Aſtrologers Habit was 


not well ſuited for the reviving of 
an Intreague, it ſhall ſerve to break 
I would adviſe you, reply'd he, to 
viſit the Dutcheſs of Richmond, who 
lodging in the ſame Houſe with the 


Counteſs, you may confer with her, 


and endeavour a Reconchation. Hea- 
vens prevent me, cry'd I, I will leave 
the Place ſo ſoon as it is Day; You 
may do what you pleaſe, ſaid he, but 
what will the King think of your ſud- 
den Return; I will find an Excuſe 


for it, ſaid I to him, and let it fall out 


as it will, he will look upon it as a 
piece of Gallantry--It ſeems to me 
more proper, ſaid he, to go to one of 
your Country Seats, and to ſtay there 
tor Fourteen Days, without being 
known at Court. Since yon are en- 
clined, reply'd /I, to take your Share 


in my ill Humour and Solitarineſs, 


rather then return to London, come 
let us go to Cle vedon. He promis'd 
very obligingly to go along with 
me thither, to my no ſmall Satiſ- 


faction; for I ſtood highly in need 


of a good Companion to aſſiſt me in 
tearing from my Heart the remaining 
Ideas of the Counteſs, and nothing can 
Re happen 
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2 appen more unfortunate to 2 Man 
8 eſs'd with a violent Paſſion, which 
| bas 05 him ſufficient matter of Com- 
-plaint, thus to want a Friend, unto 
whom he may diſcharge his Heart to 
eaſe his Pains. _ 

-So ſoon as we retuched - to Tu- 
bridge, b threw my ſelf upon the Bed, 
being quite ſpent with Vexation ; J 
had not lain there long, when I 
Heard them cry out, Fire, Fire; and 
thinking it might perhaps be at the 
 Counteſs*s, becauſe. her Houſe was 
not far diftant from ours, I aroſe, . 

and looking out of the Window, 

ask'd ſeveral Perſons that paſs'd by 
in great haſte, where the Fire was. 
It being already pretty light, they 
look'd upon me; but inſtead of an- 
fwering me, burſt out a lauging. I 
could not imagine the meaning of 
it, nor why they ſhould not an- 
ſwer me, not remembring that it 
was my Antcik Habit, which I had 
Fill upon me, made them laugh at 

its Novelty. I was extreamly vex'd 
at this Uſage, when the Earl of 
Angle, entring abruptly into the 
Room; You are very quiet, ſaid he, 
conſidering the Fire is ready to 
break in upon you. What, Aid I. 
Is this Houſe on Fire? *Tis fo much; 
faid' he, that we muſt either ſave 


dur ſelves out of the Window, or 
e elſe 


þ ; a . J wr hoy 
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elſe run the hazard of being burnt 
in going down Stairs. They brought 
us a Ladder, and the Earl being the 
firſt that got down, run into the 


Stable, to give orders for the Horſes 


to be brought out, they being ready 


217 
5 


to be. ſtifled by the ' Smoak. I for - 


n did not queſtion, but that 
I might. make uſe of the ſame Lad- 


der, to get down into the Court, 


but it being divulged by the Fel- 
| lows belonging to the Stables, that 
I was. a famous Sorceter, ſome of 
the Mob took away the Ladder, in 
hopes to ſee me ſhew one of my 
Maſter-pieces, to fly into the Air 
like a Bird; and at the ſame time 
others coming with a Ladder to 
my aſſiſtance, they would not ſuf- 
fer it to be fixt to the Window, 
alledging that I being a Sorcerer, I 
deſerved to be burnt alive. PEE 


I muſt; confeſs, I never was put 


more to it in all my Life-time; 


the Smoak was ſo thick in my Cham 


ber, that I was almoſt ſuffocated by 
it, and not being able to cry for 
help, I knew not what to do; It 
very luckily: came into my mand, 
that it was my white Beard, and 
my Conjurer's Cloaths, that bad 
drawn me into this miſchief, ſo J 
threw them off; and having juſt 
ſo much Breath left as to cry cut 
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__ - of the Window, fave the Duke of 
\ Bus lingbam; they knew me, brought 
=_— 7. a Ladder, and I got down with eaſe. 
A The ſudden change from the Smoak 
Am  mmto the Air, threw me into a 
=. | Swoon; Which being told to the 
1 Earl of Argyle, he came to my aſſiſt- 0 
ance, and ſupporting me, till I came 
to the Bank of a Rivulet, I fat 
down upon the Graſs, leaning a- 
gainſt a Tree. I am much concern'd, 
laid I, to find my ſelf ſtill here, 

pray give the neceflary Orders for 
our immediate departure. Don't 
vou fear, ſaid he, leſt you ſhould 
1 5 not be able to bear riding in the 
Coach; I dread more ſome ſiniſter 
| Accident, of ſeeing again the Coun- 
8 teſs, being reſolv'd, after what ſhe 
, Has done, never to forgive her. He 
| fell a laughing, and that is to ſay, 

continu'd he, to ſee her, and to 
forgive her, is one and the ſame 

thing; that is to ſay, reply'd I, 
that J am ſenfible of my Frailty 
for - her, and that I would Tather 
chuſe to avoid her, than put ſuch a 
conſtraint upon my Inclinations. 

ls it not true, my Lord, con- 
tinu'd the Duke of Buckingham, that, 
how eafily Chance might bring the 
Counteſs among theſe Trees, at- 
tended only by ber Confident, to 
take the Benefit and Pleaſure _ 
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the freſh Air, and of a murmuring | 
Brook; and perhaps alſo to eaſe. 
her Mind by fighing, and uttering | 
bitter Reproaches and Complaints 8 
againſt me. And ſuppoſing I lye 
here ſo far conceal'd, as not to be 
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9 diſcovered by her; I ſhould perhaps \ 

ariſe on a ſudden, throw my ſelf at 

her Feet, embrace her, and ſue for 9 
Peace. As I tell you ingenuouſly my a 
true Sentiments, ſo there ſeems no- 4 
thing wanting . to accompliſh. this Tt 
Adventure, but her Preſence ; But j 
Accidents don't depend on our Fi 
choice; the Counteſs did not ap- oy 


pear, tho* to confeſs the Truth with 

all ſincerity, 1 ſhould have been 
over-joy'd if good Chance, and the 
Intelligencies of Love, would have 
brought her to this place. I went 
ſtrait to Clevedom, in Company with 
the Earl of Argyle, who gave me 
all poſſible aſſiſtance to allay my 
Grief He ſhew'd ſo much complai- 
ſance for me, as to hear with a great 
deal of patience, every thing I told 
him; and his anſwers were ſo full of 
Gooclneſs, as to prove a fingular 
Comfort to my preſent Afflictions. 
But fince we talk of Complaiſance, 
laid the Duke, I find, tho* ſome what 
late, I have abuſed your Patience, it 
being broad day; and I can't imagine 
what made me run on thus for fo 
| long 
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ig a time. O!] good my 7 
cry d the Earl 1 St. . don't 
check your ſelf, for having ſpent a 
few 3 with us, and don't think 
of leaving us, till you have given us 
the whole Concluſion of this Adven- 
ture- Twill be much more proper 
ſaid the Earl of A——», to let him 
| fake a little Reſt, and fot us to do 
| the ſame, that we may be in a con- 
dlition to hear him, with the more 
Attention afterwards. The Earl of 
St. Albaus very well liked this Propo- 
l fal; this Houſe being one of the 
5 HE : fineſt in London, he ordered a nice 
=} -- _  Coltation to bes brought in for Break- 
4 fuaſt, which being over, the Duke of 
Bac hinghan and his Nephew .. were 
each conducted into a magnificent 
Chamber to take their Repoſe, which 
. they took till towards. Evening: 
8 | They were then entertained with a 
| very fine Supper; but as Lovers, 
3 | | 4 when they are at Variance with their 
„ 5 Miſtreſſes, ſeldom have any great 
1 ſtomach to their Victuals, ſo it hap- 
| | pened with the Duke of Buckingham, 
and the Earl of A——z at this time. 
The Duke ſeeing his two Ffiends to 
| keep ſilence, on purpoſe to attend 
_ o 805 Relation; 3 Began thus: 4 
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. A. . Intereſts than I, was capable 
of doing my ſelf; being ſo far prepoſſelsd, 
with Love and Vexation, that Icould think 
but little of the. Court. ¶hite-Hall being 


as ſtrange to me, as if I had never been in 


it. Is it poſſible, ſaid he, D. of Buckingham, 


you can imagine, not to give an account to 


the King of your ſtay at Clevedone ? Is it. 
not all one to him, ſaid I, whether Fam 
here or at Tunbridge? No, reply'd he, the 
King loving you to ſuch. a degree as he 
does, and conſequently being much concer- 
ned for your Health, you ought to let him 
know, thar the Air of your Country Seat 
is more proper for you than the Vaters. 
And why fo, reply'd I, the King will 1ſup- 


Poſe me to be at Tunbridge, till I return ro 


Court, when I iatend to tell him, that I am 


come from Clevedone. You don't confider, 
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IHE Earl of Argyle made more 
ſenſible Reflexions upon my true 


oe ae A r 
r - MN N = 5 


Corn! raph EY 
wo. Lind OT: 
a by * 


5 


Ne. — 
_ * 
OD — AA 


_ 
VR 


— 
193 , - © > , - : 
* — 1 . 
RL An HE por 47 MP EST; EEE Gon 
3 * * * * — 
3 . * 


. — N 
— - = = 


3 1 
8 " » by r n 
— 88 8 
r 
, 2 — . 
9 het 


— 


334 MXMIIMelns of the Engliſh Court. 
ſaid he, that you will be enquired after. from 


1. thoſe that return from the Wells, and will 


not every body be ſurprized, when they are 
told, you have not been ſeen there f It wilt 
be ſuppoled, ſaid J, I had a mind to live 
retired. But, added he, all the Company 
meets at the Helle, and tho? you may a- 


vold Ipeaking, you can't avoid heing ſeen. 

ſeen, reply'd1, in that cuffed 
| Walk where you left me? Thoſe that ſaw 
5 you there, anſwered he, were not Perſons 
| of that Quality, to have any Queſtions. 


And was not 


| - ask'd them concerning you. And for my 
EE Pitt, ſaid l, in an angry tone, I ſhall re- 
OD olve them none, I beg your pardon, My 
Nie was ſo far from taking notice of my 


Spleen, that he burſt out a laughing, and ſaid 
he hop'd I would not take it ill, if he 

wrote to the Duke of Monmouth, to let him 
know where he was. No, ſaid I, with a more 
LO gay Cayntenance,you can't do any thing that 


will diſpleaſe me; but I muſt beg one Fa- 


ah vour of you, vis. not to let me know one 
f Word of his Aniwer to yours. Lou will be 


the greateſt Loſer betwixt us, ſaid he ſmi. 
ling, tor perhaps he may write me ſome 


pleaſant things, which you would be glad 


to hear, and which may divert you from 
that ſplenerick Humour you ſeem to cou 
fo much now. It matters not, reply'd J, 
lam fo very well pleaſed with my preſent 
Alen bating Humour, hat I muſt think 
my felt mad it I ſhould change it for any 


other: I am reſolved to hats all the World, 


E . cer. [I EOS 
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except you. My Lord, faid he, this Ex- 
ception being ſo ad vantagious to me, I can't 
but be highly ſenſible of it: bur *ris impat- 
fible you ſhould perſiſt in a Reſoluti- 
on which would debar you the Conver- 
ſation of ſo many Perſons of Honour 
that love you. This Refolution, reply'd I, 
will rob me only of the Converſation of a 
few; for as times now go, tis enough to 
act the Hypocrite, our Inclinations having 
little or no Share in our Converfation; he 
who has the moſt regard to Honour and 
Affection, being fure to be the Bub- 
ble. The Earl being of a contrary Opi- 
nion, which he always maintain'd with a 
ear deal of Wit, this cauſed ſeveral very 
iverting Diſcourſes betwixt us. 
All this while I continued in my ene: 
tick Humour, being vex'd at my ſelf for 
having incenſed the Counteſs afreſh. Alas ? 
ſaid Ito my ſelf, I ought to have ſubmitted 
to what ſhe told me, during the firſt Mo- 
tions of her Heart, whereot- perhaps the her 
ſelf was not Miſtreſs ar that time: What 
did I go-to Tunbridge tor, but to appeaſe 
her? And thus I have willfully rendered - 
my whole Journey fruitleſs. I reſolved to 
write to her, hut ſome of my Letters not 
ſeeming to me tender and ſubmiſſive e? 
nough, and ſometimes thinking my ſelf not 
ſo much in the wrong, I liked none of 
them, and ſo laid them up in my Scru- 
tore. L concluded, that in order to cure me 
of my Love, I muſt find ſome other Amuſe- 
| 571 8 22001187 g 12105 00 ment 
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ment, which might divert my Heart and 
Thoughts another way. . 
There is no other Method, ſaid I, to the 
Earl of Argyle, to get rid of theſe fatal 
Chains, which, as long as I wear, will ſcarce 
afford me one day's Tranquillity: She is 
ſufficiently diſpoſed to form my Proceſs; 
I need only tell her, that I love elſe- 
where, and ſhe will not fail to believe 
it ; for ſhe is already jealous without Rea- 
ſon, and condemns me without being heard: 
No, I am reſolved I will love her no longer. 
But, continued I, what if I ſhould have 
the ſame Fate with another, who may 
perhaps play the Tyrant, tis much better 
not to love at all, but to enjoy the Eaſe 4 
a happy Indifferency. Alas, My Lord, cry d 
the Earl of Argyle, this is a Task which 


will prove more difficult to you, than to - 


thers: After having taſted the Pleaſures of 
Love, during your Engagements with the 
Counteſs ot S—— you can't live without 
Loving. *Tis true, reply'd I, ſighing at the 
pleaſing Ideas, that dear Name revived in 
my Mind, I was the happieſt of Lovers; but 
it is alto no leſs true, that after ſuch ex: 
ceeding Delights, I could not but expect 
ſome mixture of bitterneſs in my next Paſ- 
ſion: And the Counteſs. of has ſuf- 
ficiently puniſh'd me for having loved any 
body bur Madam 8: 
You will highly oblige me, ſaid the E. 


of 
Argyle, in relating to me the Particulars of 
that Intreague. Alas ! ſaid I, that is a Wound 
not to be touch d without a mo ft violent 
N Pain: 


— 


Fa 
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Pain : not that I would deny your Requeſt, 
may do it with leſs Diſturbance: The Earl, 
who aim'd at nothing more than to 


amuſe me, would not inſiſt further upon a 
Matter which he found diſagreeable to my 


preſent Diipoſition, but in the moſt 'oblig- 
ing manner in the World, ſubmitted to all 

my capricious Humours. 
One Day, walking along the River ſide, 


ſaw him at a diſtance, fitting upon a 


Hillock, reading a Letter very attentive- 
Iy. I approach d as eaſie as I could, but 
coming near him, he folded up the Let- 


ter, and without ſpeaking one word, put it 


into his Pocket: I was a little nettled at 
it, yet for ſome time talk d only of indiffe- 
rent Matters, till at laſt Iask'd him whether 


he had any News from London? Yes, re- 


ply'd he, The Duke of Monmouth has gi - 
ven me an account of what paſſes at Court. 
Are they Matters of Conſequence, ſaid I ? 
Had they been ſuck, reply d he, you ſhould 
have known it before this; but they being 


only Matters of Gallantry, are not ſuitable 


to your preſent Condition. His Anſwer ha- 
ving raiſed in me a Curioſity to know what 
paſs'd: I told him, tis true, I had reſol ved 
to deny my ſelf all thoſe Amuſements thar 
infect the Heart and Mind, and which dif- 


turb the Repoſe of our Lives; neverthelels 


as I find my ſelf never the better for not 
hearing of theſe Matters, you will oblige 
me in communicating the Contents of 
your Letter to me. Done, ſaid the Earl, 
1 Aa 3 giving 


but only defer the Rehearſal thereof, till 1 
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giving me the Letter, you will meet with 

. _ ſomething chat is new there. The Letter 1 
read Tan thus: 1a are much in the wrong to 
| Bey aſs your time ui Clevedom, -wwhi/ft we have 
nv bee a grouinę Beauty, admired by ali that 
= - * 5 fee her. I won't tell yourwhoJhe is, to raiſe 
33 pour Curiqſity to the higheſt pitch: but know 
that ſhe 1s belcved by all the World; that the 
EE. of S. Albans adores her; that the E. of 
— 0A be for ber; and that ſhe has made 
o general a Congueſt of Hearts, that there 


are none left for our Ladies. © If you arg ca. 
pable of pity, prepare your ſelves to afford 


'2 them ſome Comfort : But you'will ſcarce be 
'2 long in a condition to pity athers; for ſo ſoon 
1 as you have bebe/d Donna Maria de Bal- 
2 boza, you toill haue work enough to commis 
4 ſerate ycur own Caſe. Alas! what haue | 
1 | done? I baue nam'd her to u lou muſt 
nr Ano t ben, that the Quern has ſent for ber 
1 out of Portugal, 20 urtend her, and be one of. 
1 ber Ladies of Honour, notroitihſtanding the 
'$ oppoſition of many at Court. Adieu, My 
1 Lord, I rechen you and the Duke of Buck -· 
4 Ingham w/! /ay Lſeldom bring any pleaſing 
1 'T. expected: no leſs, faid the Earl of 
'S S. Albans, interrupting the Duke of Buck- 
| | _ z7ngham, than to be brought in among the 
1 Lovers of Donna Maria, but am ina capacity 
. at preſent to hear her mentioned without 
1 Diſturbance. If it be fo, reply'd the Duke, 
1 I will proceed. PTY 8972 
7 After having read the D. of Monmouth's 
l Letter, I told the E. of Argyle: Could Jr 
- * 5 "4 A” g 5 7 
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he in Love with this Stranger? He return'd, 
and could not you be in Love with this 
Stranger? 1 wilh, I could, reply d I, for 
this would be a means to cure my: Paſſion 


for the Counteſs. © As to my felt, ſaid 
he, having no fuch Diſtemper, I don't care 


to venture upon ſo hazardous a Cure: I 
am not fond of Trouble, and therefore pre- 
fer a happy Indifference before all the-Plexs 
ures of Love. Hah, y Lord, cry'd J. 
I don't believe you to have ſo ill a Kelifh. 
And I believe, reply'd heſmiling, you cer- 
tainly have: pray call to mind the Suffer- 
ings and Vexations, even of the happieſt of 
Lovers, the capricious Humonrs of our 
Miſtreſſes, Jealouſies and Slights: don't 
you remember that the unfortunate hours 
doe much over-ballance the happy ones; 
ſo that if Men, when they begin to love, 


were but ſenſible of the Diſappointments, 


and other Vexations, which are inſeparable 


Companions of Love Intreagues , they 


would ſhun it like Death it ſelf. Does the 
E. of Argyle, cry'd I, talk at that rate, 
and muſt the Duke of Buckingham berray 


his Frailty in oppoſing his Sentiments. 


Notwithſtanding the ill Treatment I have 


received from the Counteſs, and the Re- 


pulſes from a capricious Woman of an un- 

equal Rank to me, I yy it is convenient to 

love. Les, yes, ſaid I, after having pauſed a 
> YES, 8 P 


while, I will maintain it to be ſo. An in- 
different Perſon is never ſenfible of true 
Pleaſure: tis Love that makes us out- 
brave our Misfortunes, becauſe it inſpires 
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us with noble and great Sentiments; "Je 
creates in us an Emulation, and makes | 
us ſurmount all Difficulties. 7 
- Iamcharm'd,faid the E. of Argyle, to hear 
"you {peak at that rate, your Reconciliation 
with the 2 is certainly at hand; 1 
don't 9 ueſtion but to ſee you in a few Days 
langui ing at her Feet, and her of a my 


_ pliable Temper. No, no, cry'd I, 
will never ſee that; but if this Lady Bat! 


' boza. is as lovely as the Duke of Mon- 
mouth makes her in his Letter, I muſt con · 
fels, I could be heartily glad to enter into 
an amorous Intreague with her. The Por- 
_ txgueze Ladies have naturally a great deal 
of Wit and Sprightlineſs, they are Miſtreſſes 
ot a certain Vivacity, which keeps a Lover 
from turning indifferent; they never are 
without ſomething that is new: whether 

pleaſed or angry, there is an infinite di- 


verfion in their Converſation: To ſpeak 


frankly, the more I think of her, the 


more I am reſolved to Love her. 
But, ſaid the E. of Argyle, ſuppoſing 


| Her to have given a favourable Ear to the 
Duke of Monmouth, or to the E. of S. AL 
bans, will you go about to diſlodge them? 
And will it not be much herter to put on 
again your former Chains? My Rivals, 


ciyd I, (with a fort of a ſcornful Air ) 


have always given to me the Honour 
of Precedency; the only thing I fear, 


is that perhaps ſhe may not be of a 
very amorous Diſpoſition. A pleaſant whim 


indeed, ſaid he, you are 2fraid that the 
_ Fa 


— 
— 


Lind _ 


4 
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Perſon you propoſe to Love, has not made 


any great impreſſion upon her hovers ? If 
I were ſenſible of it by my ſelf, reply d I, 


I needed not labour under that Uneaſineſs, 


becauſe I ſhould be a Judge of her Merits 


can only: ſuppoſe her lovely, as far as ſhe 
is beloy'd. Your Rule, an ſwered the Earl, 


by. many, may challenge the Preference bez 
fore one that has no Admirers at all? At 
this he could not forbear laughing; and, 
Jaid he, you are then in Love, when muſt 
we meet at H hitę- Hall? To morrow, ſaid 


* 


and Charms; but as the caſe now ſtands, & 


is not without Exception; we ſome- 
times engage in ſuch odd Intreagues, as 
would appear unpardonable, were it nor for 
that common excuſe Love is Blind. After all, 
laid I, I hope you will agree with me in 

this, that a young Lady who is admired 


J, tho* perhaps I may find my ſelf miſtaken 


in ſeveral of theſe Perfections, I propoſe 


to my ſelf; for, notwithſtanding, as the 
1s a Portugueze, ſhe ought tq have Wit, 
the may perhaps have none; beſides this, I 
would have her Eyes large and black, and ſo 
full of Luſtre, as ſcarce to be endured by her 


Admirers; Feeth as bright as Pearls; her 


Boſom and Complexion white, or in carna- 
tion Colour, and of Stature tall, and nicely 


ſhaped. You are miſtaken, ſaid he, for I 


am certa in, that among a thouſand Portu- 


£4e2es, you won't meet with one ſuch as 


you deſcribe her, unleſs you beſpeak her 


on purpoſe. 


How, 


Hlom, reply ' I, have rhey not generally 


large Eyes? Les, ſaid he, many of them 


hate; bur as for their Tecth, you mult not 


expett them of an Oriental Pearl Colour; 
tor their uſing abundance of Chocolat 


and. Sweet -meats, ſpoils their Teeth is 


— their Infancy. As ſor their Complexion, you 


may have it white enough it you love 
Painting, but without it, I Will warrant it 
brown. After all, ſaid I, I would 
rather have it ſa, than if it were heſmeai d 


with Plaiſter work. They are, ſaid the 


Earl, neither tall nor plump, all Porta. 


gueze Women being ſmall and tan. What, 


cry d I, without Exception, | tutely they 


dont caſt them all in one Mould? I only 
tell you my Opinion, continued he ſmil- | 


ing, and if you will write and bs ſatisſy'd 
in the Matter, we ſhall ſee whether you 


or I have gueſs'd beſt; Truly, replyd 1 


with a Smile, methinks you are very bold t) 
make ſuch a Compariſon; don t you remem- 
ber that I acted the Sorcerer not long ago? 
I am1o far from having forgotten it, ſaid 
he, that I often remember it, but never 
without being ready to die with laughing; 
your diſguiſe was ſo pleaſantly contrived), 
that had it not been for that Love Paſhon 


that had ſeized your Heart, you would 


have made much better Sport. 


+I writ a Letter tomy Dutch Picture Dra . 


wer, with orders to endeavour to draw the 
Picture of Donna Maria Balbozn, and te 
lend it to me. I ſhew'd this Letter to the 


| 


Earl of Argyle, who told me with a 7 | 


- ad” farta bent. awd. ©. 


ſant Air z it is an ancient Cuſtom among 
Kings and Princes, to have the Pictures of 


the Princeſſes they intend to eſpouſe, ſent 


to them; but yours is a peculiar Fancy to 
ſend for the Picture of a Perſon, you only 
propoſe to love. Divert your felt at my 
coſt, return d I, as long as you pleaſe, I 
will take it all, provided you will write 


to the Duke of Monmouth, and defire him 
to let you know, whether ſne has Wit, and 


is agreeable in Converſation; whether ſnie 


is ſtrait Limb'd, and writes well; for L 


confeſs, I am ready to engage with her if 
his Anſwer proves ſuitable to my Deſires. 


Alas, reply'd he, what Confidence can i 


you put in his Anſwer, his Paſſion for her 
mult needs be look d upon as partial. I a- 


gree with you in this point, aid I; but! 


would have him ſend us ſome of her Let- 
ters ; for ſhe that writes well, can't want 
Wir. Since there are many that don't want 
Wit, reply'd the Earl, and yet write very 
ill, why may not a Perſon write well, and 


yet have no Wit? No, ſaid I, that is im- 


poſſible ; you may tell me of ſome People, 
chat Talk well, and yet Write ill; and of 
ſome who Write well, but Talk ill; but 
both Sorts done want Wit, and it I could 


ie one of her Letters I would be ei . | 
S 


And do you imagine, {aid he, that if t 

Duke of Monmouth has any of her Letters, 
he will truſt them with us? Why not, re- 
ply'd I, as we are his Friends; I am con- 


dent he will be well pleaſed to ſee us ads _ 
mire a Lady he thinks ſo lovely * | 
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Then zwilte you your ſelf, ſaid the Earl, 


tis poſſible, chat he being always ready to 


ſerve you, this will make kiln: Leſs ſerupu. 


lous upon this Heat. 
We return d not to Clevedene tillit was 


ny late, which made me urge the Earl 


to go to Supper, before he writ the Let - 
ter but he perceiving I would be very 
well pleaſed if he did otherwiſe, went into 
my Cloſet, and in a tew Moments after, gave 
me his Letter to the Duke of Monmouth, 


which [ ſent with as much Care, as if all 


__ Felicity of my Life had depended on 
it. The next Day in the Evening, the 
Meſſen ger I had ſent to London, returned 
from N with the Duke of 2fonmoutÞ's 


Anſwer to the Earl of 225 une in 


the Rede . 


Ts wot bout great e the Duke | 
of Buckingham 7s ſo deſirous of ſee- 
e of the fair Portugeze's Letters; 
for ſhe-writes as toll as ſbe Speaks, and ſhe 
Speaks beyond any body Living. * Tis a mf 

ortune- that .ſhe will write only of indifje- 
rent Matters; al leaſt I haue ſeen no others 
as yet, tho I have done all I could, to en- 
gage ber 30 alter her Stile. Her Eyes have 
told me more than once, that ſhe would re- 
preſent Love'to admiration, but ſhe is ſo 
very cautious to engage ber ſelf that way, 
that either ſhe has been told ſtrauge Stories 
of Lot, or elſe has met with fome Diſap - 

Mnntiments, I haue not been able to learn, 


as yer. 1 fent you chat be writ yeſterday | 


EF. 


— 
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at the Counteſs. of O-—— where Mer. 


Bevrewell happening to ſpeto a Letter from. 
Mr. S. Evremont, every one gave bis. Opi- 
nion upon it; the Letter meeting with great 
Commendation from the moſt judicious, but 
with ſome reprouf from the Ignorant Criticks, 


this ruiſed a Diſpute concerning the diffe-- 


rent ways of Writing, wherein Donna Maria 


our doing all the reſt, ber Diſcourſe was ſo 


_ pleaſing to me, that I engaged her to leave © 


fome part of it in Writing, . wbich I ſend. 


and leave to your judgment. 
| 7 EEE e 
The Dake of Buckingham having look'd- 
for ſome time among his Papers, at laſt 
found and produced the following Advice, 
how to Write well. 8 
[ 1 ] 1 lay this down for a general 


Rule, that in all, but eſpecially in what 


we call the Epiſtolar Stile, always a due 
Regard ought. to he had to good and true 
denſe, and never to deviate from it. Write 
as you ſpeak, and endeavour to give things 
a certain noble, but eaſie Turn, without Af. 


fectation or pompous Words, which makes 


a deep Impreſſion, and is infinitely pleaſing. 


As far as is poſſible. avoid Repetitions z 


but if that cannot be done, and they fall 
in naturally, you may make uſe of them, 
without any further Scruple. Fry. 

. 2 ] The the Portugucge, Spaniards, 
and Italians, are very fond of Metaphors, 
(the chief Ornaments of their Letters,) 
they are not according to my Palate; it 


being my Opinion, that we need not dif; 


place 
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5 place the Sun and Stars, no more than to 
condeſcend to a mean and pedantique Stile. 
The fineſt and niceſt things are beſt ex- 
--preſt in an eaſie and natural way, without 
Putting our Wit to the Rack. 
[ 35] You muſt have à due Regard to 
your own Quality, as well as to that of 
the Perſon unto whom you write, and to 
the Subject you are to entertain him with. 
As to the laſt, keep as cloſe to it, as pol. 
fibly you can; and in reſpect to the firſt, 
make an exact DiſtinAMton, as well in re- 
ference to his Birth, as to his Merits ; but 
you muſt always expreſs your Honourable 
Sentiments, and even your good Will to 
every body, and make uſe of ſuch Expreſ- 
ions as may diſcover your noble Inclina- 
OD AM ß ß 
[4 } If you write about Buſineſs, ex- 
preſs your felt in conciſe but plain Terms, 
without leaving the leaſt room for Am- 
fg) or double Interpretation. | 
ful 


You may eaſily avoid long Phraſes, 
om Periods, and ſuch Parentheſes, as 
interrupt the whole ſenſe of a Letter. It 
happens often; that you mult be oblig'd to 
read a Letter more than once, before you 
can attain to the true Senſe thereof. 985 
23 0 All manner of Galimatias or 
Bombaſt muſt never enter into an Epiſtle; 
this will prove no difficult task for fuch as 
are not in a Capacity to make high 
Flights, which when they attempt, they 
are often loſt among-the Clouds, and fall 
very low afterwards, Every one ought to 
| | | E- 


d 
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examine his own Capacity, and to be 
cautious not to ſay more than what he 
would have, and in ſo doing, he will fet- 
dom fail of ſaying as much as is requiſite 
for his purpoſ Ce. © 

7 + There are certain Expreſſions, ſo 
nice and refined, 2s to leave hehind them 
an Eagerneſs in the Reader, of gueſſing 
more than is expreſs'd in the Letter. R 
Perſon of Wit ought not to be too laviſhing 
in this kind; tho' this is a point, not to 
be managed by every body with Diſcretion; 
for, it a good number of. pleaſant Fancies 
crowd in upon us, vre are ſo fond of them, 
as not to paſs by any without inſerting 
them. But your Friend to whom you 
write wilt be much better pleaſed with 
vou, it you don't ſpend” your fewel all at 
once, and will look upon your Letter as 
more acceptable, if you leave him room 
of exerting his Thoughts and Fancies upon 
it himſelt. Lou ought always to have 
more Regard to your Friend's ſatisfaction, 
than to your on. A 18 
{ 8 I If you are to enter upon Compli- 
ments, let them be graceful and ſhort, and 
endeavour to give them an uncommon and 
handſome Turn, beyond what is uſually: 
ob{erved in the ordinary way of Compli- 

menting. e, D185; 219-11 BR 
L 9 5 Confolatory Letters muſt never 
be long, bur Affectionate, and touching 
home upon the Subject; ſo as to make 
your ſelt a ſharer in your Friends Mil- 
fortune, without AﬀeQation or Pride, and 
| with. 


* 


* 
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mithout hard and far-fetchd Expreſſions, 
Lou may alſo add ſome Chriſtian-like Re. 
flexions, provided they ſavour neither of 
Pedantry nor Bigottrx .. 
I 10 J It we are to beſtow a Favour, it 
aught to be done with a prompt and 
onus Compliance: -* A long expected 
bligation loſes, much of its true Value, 
and in caſes of this nature, never be negli- 
nt in writing. „o 
. 11. If you are under a neceſſity of 
kretuſing a Favour, you ought to ſweeten 
your Refuſal by all the Kind Expreſſions 
you are able, and by giving fome hopes 
of obliging. your Friend for the future. 
I 12 J] An caſeyouare to write a chiding 
Letter, don't correct your Friend in haugh- 
ty and cholerick Terms; but in ſuch as 
are full of Goodneſs, * and founded upon 
Juſtice. He that has committed a Fault, is 
Iufficiently puniſh'd already, without the 
addition of bitter and inveighing Words, 
which will appear to be rather the effects 
of your Paſſion, than of your Reaſon. 
11 U 13 J If you will write to the Perſon 
you love, only conſult your own Heart, 
that knows belt how to ſpeak in your be- 
Half, and will fometimes lay more than it 
ought. Men are not 1y'd to very ſtrict 
Rules in this caſe ; bur moſt Ladies would 
be happier, if they had forgot how to 
write, when they engage in a thing of this 
nature. 1 
| 74 | Whenever we are to write to à 
Perſon ſuperior to us, either in Merits 9: 
4 | Digni ties, 


12 2 * 
— 
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Dignities, it ought to be done in Terms 


full ot Reſpect and Submiſſion; and if we 


muſt take care not to write in an abjeQ 
and baſe Stile, ſo we muſt not negleck 
to give every one his due. Civility is an 
excellent Qualification, particularly in Per- 


ſons of Quality: This is often the daly 
current Coin wherewith they pay every 
body. FFF . REES Ba 
L 15 J As it is eaſie to write an | obli- 
ging Letter when one lends Money, fo 
it is a difficult Matter to write well if 
you borrow it. There is a certain Re- 


luctancy in Nature to things of this kind, 


to ſuch a degree, that he who receives the 
Letter, reads it with ſomething of Pre- 


judice, which make him find Faults where 


adually there are none. 


[16 ] Never trouble your ſelf to find. 


2 good Conclufion to your Letter; but if 


2 good Thought falls into your Head, to 
be ſure make uſe of it; but if not, I am, 


Oc. is enough upon occaſion ; it always 
ſtands good. 7: | 1 
[17] New Thoughts, full of jollity, and 
well turn'd, interſperſed as it were careleſſy 
and unperceived throughout a Letter, carry 


along with them # molt graceful Charm, 


provided there is in them a certain in- 
termixture of Pleaſantneſs and Wiſdom, 
and that every thing appears to flow from 


its natural Source. An affected Letter is 


not worth reading. N 1 
Ll 18 | Suppoſing you to be never fo 
Learned, never affect to fhew ir in your 


B b Letters; 
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Letters; at leaft, not unleſs ic be to ſome 
other Perſon of Learning, or wherea Point 
of Wit is in queſtion., Your only buſineſs 
is to expreſs well your meaning, and chat 
is not ſo eaſie to be done. | 
{ 9. J Be always as conciſe as poſſibly. 1 
you can, but without affecting a laconique. 
Stile, which expreſſes ſcarce one half of 
your Intentions, for this ſerves. for 
nothing elſe than to confound Matters in 
oblcurity; whereas the whole ſecrer con- 
liſts in explaining ourſelves in a neat and 
natural Stile: If you have not the gift ol,. 
expreſſing your ſel f in ten Lines, JON: & ' 
beiter to make uſe of twenty. N 
[80] Avoid all manner of hard, e- 
flecting and ambiguous Terms, Proverbs. 
and By-words, which. ſerve only to ſtuff 
up a Letter with what is Ae to the 
Reader. 
[21] As you ought. never to 'E; care · 
- leſs in what you write, ſo you mult en. 
deavour fo artificially to conceal the care 
you take of writing well, that the whole 
may appear eaſie and plain. Lou muſt 
blot out and correct, till you are ſatisfyd 
with what you have. writ ; and whillt 
vou are writing your Thoughts, 
Words will fall in, and that in due 
courſe; the chief point is to chuſe the 
beſt; happy is he who can do it well at 
all times. 

It ſeems, ſaĩd the Earl of A- to the 
Duke of Buckingham, as if you did not 
read this Advice without ſome Vexati- 

ONs 
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ply'd he, enough to vex me; of this you 
may be ſoon convinced, if you will re- 
member, that it is not Wit alone I look for, 
but would fain ſee ſomething of Tender- 


neſs, which Character I can't as yet diſ- 


cover in theſe Rules preſcribed by her. 
Tis true, they contain ſomething that is 
very Natural, but for the reſt, it has a 
very lender. relation to my Satisfacti- 
on, that a young Lady, whom you would 
Love, knows how to write a complimen- 
tal, begging, or conſolatory Letter; this 


ſeems very foreign as yet to my pur- 
poſe. Alas! 5 Lord, ſaid I, addreſſing 
a 


my ſelf to the Earl of Argyle, this young 
Porrugueze mocks me, and too much abuſes 
our defires, when ſhe pretends, at her Age, 
to amuſe us with fuch Leſſons, upon ſuch 


indifferent Matters. I could wiſh ſhe had 
employ'd her Pen in the ſame ſoft manner 


that a Lady of her Country did, whoſe. 
Name, if I miſtake not, was Mariana,whoſe 
Letters we have ſeen among us. You muſt 
own, that nothing can be more paſſionate if 
I could once ſee a Letter of hers.like thoſe 


T would adore her, nay J would turn ta- 
ving Mad for her ſake. TT 


nd who has told you, anſwered the 


Earl, that ſhe never writ thus to her 


Lover? Would you have her appear under 


this Character at the Counteſſes of O—— 
among a ſe& of Ladies, pretending to the 
ſtrictelt Rules of Vertue, and among mary 
Men, with whom ſhe had ſcarce ary ac- 


Bb 2 quaintance. 
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on. There are a thouſand things in it, . 
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372 Meymoiss of the Engliſh Court. 

© quaintance, This Mariana, whoſe Let: 
ters you praiſe ſo much, had carry'd. on 
her Failion to a Gout degree of exttava. 
gancy, for a Frenchnan, named, if I re- 
member right, the Marqueſs of Chamilly, 


and believing that ke had left her, Love 


mix't with Deſpair, made her crack-brain'd. 
To have the ſame Thoughts ſhe had, and 
to write as ſhe does, you muſt ſuppoſe 
one to be Frenzical, or in Love to a degree 
of Madneſs. I look upon this as a Kind 
of Love Eurhufiaſm ; and if I ſhould fee 
a young Lady expreſs her ſelf in ſuch like 
terms, I thould not know what to think 

| You would think, ſaid 1 ſmiling, ſhe 
Was exceſſively in Love. No doubt ort, 
continued he, and that her Love was 
rather founded upon her own humour, 
than upon choice. I muſt tell you, that, 
for my part, I ſhould rather chooſe 
4 modeſt, well temper'd and reſerved 
Miftreſs, than one who is fo forward, and 
has ſo great a ſhare of vivacity and activi. 
ty. Edery one according to his Mind, ſaid 
I, I muſt confeſs I had framed to myſelf 
an Idea of the Character of Donna Maria 
which has not anſwered my expecda- 
tion, I conjure you to write a Line to our 
Friend, and deſire him to ſend us ſome- 
thing that may prove more ſatisfactory to 
me. I can't but be mightily pleas'd at 

your Fancy, My Lord, reply'd the Earl, 
to give the Duke of Monmouth the trouble 
of furnifhing you with Arms to ny 


\ 


\ 


and vanquiſh him, for if you Love Donna 
Maria, you muſt be his Rival; and if you 
are, he will make but flender progreſs 
in her Affection. Alas, My Lord, cry d 
I, what makes you ſay ſo? The Duke is 
handſome, lovely and young; whereas 1 
have ſcarce why thing elſe to recommend 
me to the Ladies, but a good Air and 
Mien, and ſome Gallantries; but it is a 
hard Task to encounter with a young 
Duke, who is no Novice in the Art ot 
rage. If I have any hopes of flattering 
my ſelf with Succeſs, it is becauſe he 
loved firſt, and commonly the laſt has the 

advantage over the reſt. The Earl of 


Argyle could not forbear ſmiling at the 
reaſon I alledg'd to back my hopes of 
Succeſs; and Supper being Juſt then ready, 


we went out of the Cloſer into the Dining- 
Room, and thence afterwards every one 
to his Bed Chamber. RL 
{ arole . the next 1 99 and 
find ing the Earl (as yet) in Bed, I ask d 
my Lord, whither he was ſtill afleep. 
What ſhould hinder me, cry'd he, tis e- 
nough for you to haunt your Friends be- 
fore Day break. I only came, ſaid I, to 
know whether you have writ or no. No 
anſwered he, upen better conſideration 
think you had better go to London, where 
you may ſee, in Perſon, the Lady for 
whom you ſuffer ſo much already, per- 
haps there you will find better Employ- 
ment, than to enquire after her Writi 
well or ill. J muſt confeſs, reply d I, 
5s „ -: an 
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am ſomewhat uneafie in the Matter, any 
Man but my ſelf would make much ber- 
ter uſe of the King's Favour than I do at 
this time, nay it is nextdoor to a piece of 
Ingratitude, to abſent. my ſelf from him 


meerly to indulge my own Fancies. But 


— 


what would you have me f to you ? I 


am not the firſt of that Kind, and were I 


ſure to be the chief and moſt happy Favou- 
rite of the greateſt Monarch of elle 
I would prefer my Paſſion before my For- 
tune: neither would have you imagine 


this frailty to be peculiar only to my ſelf; 


no, 1 had it from my deceaſed Father, 
he was the moſt gallant Perſon in the 
World, and perhaps you have heard ſome- 
thing of his amorous Intreagues. I heard 
of one, ſaid the Earl, of an extraordinary 


Nature, and ſuch a one as ſufficiently 


— 


to the higheſt piich! „ 

I was told, continued he, that he was in 
Love with 4 Perſon of ſo high a Rank, 
that he had but few opportunities of ſce- 
ing her, eſpecially ſince his not coming 
to Court muſt have rendered his Conver- 
ſation with the Lady very ſuſpicious to the 


ſhews he would carry on his Love · Paſſion 


World. Reduced to thoſe Streights, he re- 


ſolved to equip a Veſſel at his own charge, 


under pretence of takinga_ Voyage, but in 


effect to make the Veſſel ſtrand in ſome 


Creek or other, where he and his Atten 
dance, the Maller and the Pilot (who were 
at his Devotion) might ſave themſelves 


without much Danger ; with an intention 


10 


— 


I Fl 
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to make the World believe they were 
lot: This done, he intended to have en- 
tered himſelf under the diſguiſe of a 

Domeſtick Servant in the Lady's Service; 
and to continue thus happy and ſa tis yd 
all the remainder of his Days. EE 
The Project, reply'd 1, was thus con- 
certed, but fail'd in the Execution; not 
but that in all human probability, he | 
would by this means have encompaſs*d 
his Ends of converſing with the Lady; 
had not that Villain, who ſtabb'd him, put 
2 fatal Period both to his Paſſion and Life 
at once. He was, ſaid the Earl of St. A“. 
bans, interrupting the Duke, the hand- 
ſomeſt Man that ever was ſeen; he had a 
way of making himſelf beloved by every 
body, nay even by his Enemies. I have 
run aſtray from my firſt Subject, reply'd 
the Duke of Buckingham, this being one 
of the chiefeſt Conveniencies in the Con- 
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torthwith fo Court, but to no purpoſe 

remaining reſolute not to leave C/evedom 

till I was entirely diſpoſed to Love Donna 

Maria de Balboza, becauſe without it, 

Itold him, I ſhould at firſt fight be catch d . 
again in the Snares of the Counteſs, and I 

can't even diſo wn, that in vain I ſtrive to 


„. 


verſation of Friends, that you talk with- | 
out conſtraint, and make what Digreſſions | 
you think fit, without running the riſque „ 
of malicious Criticiſm. 4 
The Earl of Argyle did all he could to i 
perſuade me, that it was my Duty to get F 
; 
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| © thing that may recal her to my mind: I 
figh in ſpighr of my ſelf, I'dread her en- 
__ gaging- with any body elſe, and, in ſhorr, 
+ {till feel certain motions of Jealouly, 
Anger and Uncafineſs, and therefore have 
no other way to put her out of my head, 
than by another Engagement. Becauſe 
you are ſo reſolute, ſaid the Earl, come, 
let us write to the Duke; tho' it ſeems 
to me very odd, that 4 Billetdouce 
only of the Portuguese Lady's writing, 
ſhould: make you fall in love. Love, 
cry'd J, is a capricious thing, and it you 
thould declare open War againſt me upon 
| that ſcore, tis impoſhble for me to help 
5 it. The Earl, who was now got out 
of Bed, writ his Letter, without givin 
me any farther anſwer, Having perus' 
the Letter, and found it ſuitable to my 
. preſent Sentiments, 1 tbank'd him, and 
lent it to the Duke, with another enclo- 
led of my own writing. Unto which he 
gave us an anſwer, which I am going to 
tie you. 1 15 
lou are never to be ſatisfied, and if the 
young Portugueze writ day and night, 1 
queſtion whether you would be contented © 
and let me be at reſt. Tou would do wel! 
10 put ſome bounds to your Deſires, becauſe 
ſhe is a lutle anclin'd to Lazinefs and! 
can't at this time ſend you any thing of 
bers, except a ſmall Novel, which perhaps 
may prove pleaſing to you At the worſt my 
Lords, it will give you an opportunity 0 
putting it into good order, and to add to it 
F 1 ſuch 
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ſuch Embelliſhments as may ſtill be want- 
ing to reader it per. 
N is, my Lord, ſaid the D. of Buc- 
kingham to the Earl of A-, if yo 
have a mind to read it, it will not take 
up much time. ; 


as 4 


The diſgnis'd Lover. A Novel. 


HE Princeſſes of Bourgoes and of 
Sonnino ſeldom fail'd of coming eve- 
ry Year to partake of the Diverſions of the 
Carnaval at Venice. They being prevented 
(for certain Reaſons not appertaining to 
this Novel) to go thither, took a Progreſs 
from Rome to Florence, thence to Piſa, 
and ſo to Lucea, to take a view of that 
City. In theſe little Journeys, as they 
were attended only by a ſmall Retinue, 
ſo they would often ride -on Horſeback 
diſguiſed in Mens Apparel; and the Ladies 
that were of their Company did the like 
out of Complaiſance to the Princelles. 
The Princeſs of Bourgoes had a certain 
favourite Lady, her near Relation, nam'd 
Donna Pamfilia, who being extreamly 
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well ſhap'd and featur'd, but withal ſome- | 

what large, had the perfect Air of a 1 
handſom Man; ſo that this Dreſs be- 3 
coming her to admiration, ſhe was one of 1 

the moſt forward for thus diſguiſing her · A 
= ſelf: The Princeſs being no leſs fond to 4 
Te her in this Garb, commanded * 1 
| | | ES all A 


9 of! 
og 


wy Molt þ of the - Engliſh 5 
all her - Dome icks, not to diſcover "I 
nn to be a young" Lady; fo the went by 
the Name of Sięnior Pamflio and under 
chat: Name furnith'd them almoſt every 
LN day with new Adventures. 
„„ The Princeſſes, upon their arrival at 
: Loews, took up their Quarters at the Sa- 
nator Neri, who had a very ſpacious 
Houſe, ſufficient to entertain all this good 
Company. . The Pringeſs, of Sonnins, be- 
ing one of the hndfomeſt Ladies of all 
Lac, became here the admiration of all 
that ſaw her, the young Camilla, Daugh- 
ter of the Senator Nerli, being the only 
who could ſtand in competition with her. 
The Princeſſes met with a moſt honoura- 
ble and gallant Reception from the Sena- 
ror, who was one of the chieteft and 
richeſt Men in that mall Republick. His 
Daughter being by a certain inevitable 
Fatality rouch'd to the very Heart at the 
firſt fight of the pretended Pamnfitio, let 
lip no opportunity of entertaining and 
13 diverting him with a thouſand agreeable 
1 Fnticements which ſhe was Miſtreſs of. 
Pamf#;a foon' perceiving her favourable 
Diſpofirion, and willing to improve this 
odd Adventure, and poſh it to the utmoſt, 
dic not fail ta mike his Courtſhip to 
her in ſo eff-Qtual : 2 manner, as drew Ca 
ia deeper into the Snare. 8 
"Happenizg one day to get der at forme 
fiance from the reſt of rhe Company, 
thi: miſtaken Lady coatd not forbear, 
with 5 1 * Look,” ro tell 00 
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what makes you ſo melancholy and re- 
ſerv'd, Signior Pamſilio? Come, confeſs 
ſincerely that you are in love. If it is with 
one of our Ladies here, and you are at- 


flicted at her cruel Uſage, make me your 


Confident, and be aſſured I will omir no- 
thing to ſerve you. Pamfilio ſoon under- 
ſtanding the meaning of this Queſtion, 


reply'd, with a paſſionate Air, *Tis true, 


Madam, notwithſtanding your generous 
Offers, I dare not make you my Confi- 
dent; it proves often dangerous to dif- 
cloſe a Secret, which being once left to 
your diſpoſal, who knows what uſe you 


might make of it? But you allow your- 


| felt to be in love, reply'd Camilla bluſh- 
ing, your intention being only to con- 


ceal the Name of your Miſtreſs. No, 


Madam, return'd this malicious youn 
Lady, this is none of my deſign, but 
dare not name her. And if I fhould gueſs 


at it, continu'd ſhe, ſomewhat concern d, 


would you be ſo free as ro own it? Un- 


der condition, ſaid Pamfilio, that I may 
not incur your diſpleaſure, I will own ic 


with all my heart. Some more Company 
coming in, they were prevented from 


proceeding. farther in their Diſcourſe; 


but the too credulous Camilla, ſenſibly 
touch'd with the Merits of Pamflio, gave 
her Eyes ſufficient 1therty to be the Inter- 
preters of the Sentiments of her Heart. 
Pamfilia was in a thouſand minds, whe- 
ther to undeceive the poor Camilla; and 
the firſt time ſhe had the opportunity of 
_—— Fo talking 
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Hare in it than that of a Confident, How: 


* * 5 
, * 5 : 
4 


talking freely with the Princeſſes, ſhe 


told them of the beginning of her amo- 
rous Intreague with the Senator's Daugh. 


ter, and that ſhe had made already ſuch 
2 progreſs in it, that ſhe judg'd ſhe was 
not ill belov'd. The Princeſſes malici. 
ouſly rejoicing at the miltake of Camilla, 
congratulated Pamſilis upon his glorious 
Conqueſt, and at the fame time urging 
her to continue to act the Part of a Lo- 
ver, Pamfilia promis'd them ſhe would 
uſh on her good Fortune to the utmoſt, 
and immediately writ the following Bil. 
Jer to Camilla. . 
* Why, Madam, would you ask me whe. 


ber I was in lobe? Was it becauſe | 


ſhould tell you, that it was not with you? 


I can't tell whether you think any body it 
the World more worthy of being belov'd, but 


Jam confident I know none; and am ſenſi 
ble, that in having giwen my Heart to you 


_ before all the reſt I ever ſaw, I have done 


you no more than juſtice. My Deftiny is 
abo in your power, you may prove either 
kind or cruel to the utmoſt of your deſire, 
but mine ſhall always continue with the 
fame fervency to pleaſe ou. | 
It being go difficult matter for Pamfflia 
to deliver this Billet to Camilla, ſhe re- 
turn'd this Anſwver. | 

Tt am wot ſo far prepoſſeſs'd with my ow! 
Merits, as to imagine that you could love 
nothing but me. When Iengquir d after the 
Secret of your Heart, 1 expetted no farthtr 
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ever, I wil! not diſown but that I have too 


bieh an eſteem for you to loo upon your. 
Declaration with an indifferent eye : If. 
your defire of pleaſing me is unfeigned, I 
promiſe you, upon my Word, I will put 


it to a good account. Y 

_ Panfilia run ſtrait with this Billet to 
the Princeſſes, who making it the ſub- 
ject of their Diſverſion and Mirth for 2 
whole day, Camilla writ another in theſe 
Words: >”. 5 „ 
I can ſcarce expreſs to you, Signior 


Pamfilio, the Pain I have endur'd all this 


day; I expefted to have ſeen you , n 
E 775 did ſearch for you in every Corner, 


but could not meet with you © Can you love 


me after ſo eaſie a way? 


' 


Du are not much out of humour, Ma- 
dam, for not having ſeen me to day, be- 
cauſe you fhew your goodneſs even when 
you ſuppoſe me to have given you ſufficient 
reaſon of wiſhing me ill. 11 aly, your Re- 


proaches are ſo obliging, that let my loſs 


be never ſo great IOW a day without 


you, I can't repent of it 5 and I will frank- 


ly own to yon, that I taſt nuch more plea: 
ſure in reading by myſelf your Billet, than 
70 ſee you ſurrounded with a crowd of Peo- 
ple, who are queſtionleſs my Rivals, and 
perhaps preferr'd by you before me. Alas! 
was my Heart at as mucb eaſe as you charge 
t with, I ſhould not feeltheſe inſenfible mo- 
trons of Fealoulic, Dont refuſe me an 


oppo: 


Panfilia immediately - writ this An- 
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| opportunity. of a few. Minutes, \ where ] 
may declare that I adore you... 
Camilla return d the following Anſwer 
eee 1m ng eh 
lam not aſham'd to own, that you pleaſe 
me exceedingly,” that Ita a pleaſure in 
ſeeing you, and that I can't reſted upon 
the neceſſity" of your abſence without Pain 
* yet I ſhould never forgive myſelf if I ſhould 
. give you an opportunity of ſceing nc in 
Private. Did I eſteem you leſe, you would 
: appear leſs dangerous to me. Reſt ſatisfy'd 
doith what I tell you, and never look for 
an opportunity of jeeing me in private. 
Pamſilia ſoon after ſeeing Camilla, told 
her; Truly, Madam, your Favours are 
attended with too much trouble and pain, 
you flatter me as if I were not indifferent 
to you, and treat me worſe than it 1 
actually was ſo: For, what can be more 
c.ruel to me, than your commands of not 
ſeeing you in private? This was done, 
faid Camilla to him, becauſe it I ſhould 
give way to thoſe favourable Diſpoſitions 
i have for you, I might perhaps not re- 
main long fo tar Miſtreſs of my ſelf, as 
to ſhun you when it ought to be done. 
And what can oblige you, reply'd Pam- 
filia, to ſhun m2 ? The more you are ac- - 
_ quuinted with me, the leis. danger you 
will apprehend in my Converſation. I 
am too ſenſible, reply'd ſhe with a Bluſh, - 
of the Sentiments of my Heart; and be- 
cauſe you are ſo urgent to know the rea- 


-fon that moves me to ſhun you, I mult 
N Sire 


gire you an account of my Misfor- 
woes nate, n nen, eee 


Dukes of NorſolZ, coming 10 Lucea, 1 
happen's to {ce him the firſt time at a 
Feat, which the Great Duke, of Flore nac 
(who comes hither ſometimes ) gave to- 
the Ladies. There being at the ſame time 
2 Ball, and this Stranger dancing among 
the reſt, I conceiv'd in his Perſon all che 

Charms that can, poſſibly be ſuppos d to 
be the effects of a fine Air and Mien, 
mix d with Youth and Beauty. If my 
Eyes did betray my Sentiments, his ap- 
pear d no leſs favourably diſpos d for me: 


and after having left off dancing, and 


gain d the applauſe of all the Company, 
he plac d himſelf juſt by me. I thought 
Lought not to retuſe him my approba- 
tion; and looking upon him with à moſt 
obliging Air, told him, Sir, you have 
gain d the admiration. of all the Company; 
and, as for my ſelf, Iconfeſs I never ſam 
any one dance with à better grace and 
more exactneſs in all my life. If it be 
io, Madam, ſaid he, that this Company 
his thought fit to give me their approba- 
tion, nothing aftects ' me more Nafbly 
than yours in particular, At the ſame 
time, I dare affirm to you, that I feel 
within me ſuch Sentiments for your Per- 
lon, as may much better entitle me to 
the Favour you have been pleas'd to afford 
me. Reſt ſatisfy'd with what you have 

receiv d, 
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"> receiv'd, ſaid I ſmiling, 5 
vou are better known ——— Here an old 
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Y 


- poſſibly when 


rigorous Kinſwoman, with whom I was 
come to the Feaſt, interrupted me, hi- 


| ſpering in my Ear, it was not decent to 


talk with a Stranger, and unleſs I broke 


off the Converſation; ſhe would tell my 
Father. After this I durſt not ſpeak one 
word more to my Lord, but my Eyes told 
him ſufficiently, that my filence was the 
effect of ſome'eonftraint. © 

The Idea of his Perſon had made ſo 
Rrong an impreſſion upon my Heart, that 
I did not fleep one wink all that night; 


but the next day, as I was contriving all 


Mble means to talk with him, in comes 
e; towards the Evening, with an Ac- 
quaintance of my Father's. You may 
Jadge how 1 was pleas'd with this agreea- 
e Surprize ;- eſpecially when the Friend 
that introduc'd him, told me, that he had 
brought me a molt excellent Dancing: 
Maſter, who, 'in a ſmall time, would 
teach me how to dance Eng/;/h Country 


Dances; which my Father being willing 


I ſhould learn, and coming into the Room 
at the ſame time, he told him the ſame 
Story, whereat my Father was fo well 


pleas d, that he would ſee him give me 


the firſt Leſſon. He perform'd his Part 


fo nicely and naturally, that he would 


have deceiv'd any body. Whilſt we were 
dancing, he conjur'd me to tell him whe: 
ther I thought this Meramorphoſis an Ob- 
ligation, fince I might be aſſur d that m_ 
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he did; proceeded from a Heart full of ten- 
der Inchinations ; that if he prov'd ſo un- 
fortunate as to find me inſenfible, he de- 
ſird T might declare it frankly. that fo he 
might endeavour to cure himſelf of a 
Paſſion, the very beginning whereof had 

already made ſuch a lively impreſſion up- 5 9 
on his Heart, that he had all the reaſon ; = 
in the world to fear he ſhould nor be able 1 
to maſter it hereafter. I told him, he 


puzled me with ſuch a blunt Queſtion, 1 
that the Prefente of my Father hinder dd 1 
my giving him an anſwef, büt it he IT 4 
would come again to morrow, he would 
/ <5 Ca 

My Father being well-pleaſed with the 5 


Dexterity of my new Maſter, he came 
again the next day; and being then at li. 
berty to talk, What muſt be my Deſtiny? 
faid he: Will you permit me, Madam, 
to love you; and have fo much Goodneſs 
28 not to hate me? The ſame moment 
my Father entring the Room, his Preſence 
tobbd me of the opportunity of return- 
ing an anſwer, at leaſt, ſuch as I would 
ſo all what I could ſay, with a low 
Voice, was, Love, and you may pleaſe. 

My Father not ſtaying long, he wes 
no ſooner gone, but my Lord continu'd, 
Oh! Madam, how happy am 1, it to 
leaſe you requires only to love you A 
erſon of ſuch high Merit as yours, re- 
ply'd J bluſhing, need nothing elſe than 
love to ' pleaſe. - But, continu'd Camilla, — 
Iwill not rehearſe all the Particulars of 9 
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our Converſation, but only tell you, That 


I never paſs'd my Time, all the Days of my 


life, with more pleaſure and ſatis faction, 
than during this lovely Stranger's coming 
to our Houſe, which was every day. Things 
were come to ſuch a pak, that we. were 
contriving only the moſt proper Methods 
of making my Father conſent to our Mar- 
riage ; and the Great Duke of Tuſcany 
having engag'd himſelf to uſe all his In- 
tereſt with my Father in my Lord's be- 
half, the day for putting this Queſtion 
was fix d; when one of my Father's 
Friends, more ſullen and jealous than 
wiſe, having got the ſcent of my Lord's 
coming to our Houſe under the diſguiſe 
of a Dancing-Maſter, thought the Affront 
was not to de wiped off, but with the 
loſs of his Life. Accordingly he diſco- 
vers the whole amorous Intreague to my 
Father, and all its pretended Conſequen- 
ces, and that in ſo heinous a manner, as 

pu my Father beyond all bounds of Mo- 
deration. During this his furious Paſſion, 
he dream'd of nothing elſe, than my ha- 
ving ſacrificd my Reputation to my Lo- 
ver 's Paſſion; and upon that Suppoſition 
( which he took abſolutely for granted) 
3 to ſacrifice him to his Ha - 
It happen'd very fortunately, that 
whilſt my Father was concerting Mea: 
ſures, with his before: nam'd Friend, to 
have him ſtabb d without any-noile, they 
thought fit to communicate the matter to 
| : a Cer 
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4 certain Gentleman, a bold Fellow, who 


being in my Father's Service, he put an 
entire Confidence in. By good chance 


T had ſome time before acquainted him 
with what had paſs'd berwixt my Lord 


and I; and he looking upon the matter 


with quite another eye than my Father, 


he forewarn'd me of the danger of my 


Lover, and that unleſs he ſoon departed 


the place, he could not be anſwerable for 
his Life, my .Father having vow'd his 


Deſtruction. But, reply'd I, if my Fa. 
ther is ance convinc'd of his Extraction 
and his Merits, queſtionleſs he will not 
xerfiſt in his Paſhon. No, Madam, ſays 
e, don't flatter yourſelf, I myſelf have 


try him there. I told him who he was, 


a - 


and how he was back'd by the Intereſt of 
the Great Duke; which ſerv'd only to 
furniſh him with freſh Matter for his 
Paſhon. What, ſaid he, a Perſon of Qua- 
lity and Merits to go to diſhonour my 
Houſe, and under 10 ſcandalous a Dif. 


A, 


55 to get the opportunity of ſeeing my 


or L will die myſelf. Lot dA 
I was fully convinc'd, added Camilla, 
by the difcourfe. of this Gentleman, that 
J muſt reſolve to perſuade my Lord to 
abſent himfelf, unleſs I would ſee his 
Lite expos'd to a thouſand dangers. Pray 


| conſider what a cruel Task this was to 
me, to be employ d in procuring the ab- 


{ence of a Perſon the deareſt to me in the. 


world. But as after all no other Misfor- 


Cc 2 tune 


Daughter! The Traytor ſhall die for it, 
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tune appeard to me comparable, or what 
I would not willingly ſubmit to, than that 
which made me dread. ſome fatal Event 
in his Perfon, and that no time was to 
be loſt to advertiſe him of the danger; I 
conjur'd the fame Gentleman, whom the 
intended to make the Inſtrument of his 
DeſtruQtion, to lend me a helping hand 
in faving him. My Entreaties proy'd fo 
efteCtual, that he (tho' not without a 
great deal of difficulty) undertook to de-' 
liver unto him, from me, the following 
SE. { =: „„ 
I The I have all the reaſon in the world 
tt believe that in loſing you I ſhall loſe all 
the Repoſe and the only Satisfattion of my 
life , yet indiſpenſable nece/fity forces me 
to conjure you to depart ;, my Father is 100 
Far overcome by the fury of his Paſſion for 
me to expett, without dread or horror, the 
_ effetts thereof. He fancies I not only love 
you, but have given you ſuch. proofs of it, 
ar are little becoming his Honour an 
Blood. I muff tell you, to tbe ſhame of ny 
native Country, Poiſons and Daggers, are 
ſet to work here, and nothing is lookd 
#pon as unbecoming a Man, to revenge 
bis Honour, How can you ſuppoſe to jt 
cure your ſelf always againſt ſuch clan. 
deſtine Deſigns ? Loi will never be able 
to eſcape the Snares, theſe Methods being 
 diredly oppoſite to the generous Aﬀions d 
Jour Country; and ſuppoſing you could be 
ſo fortunate as to eſcape the Danger, con. 
ſider what Torments 1 ſhould continudly 


gainſt him, but I muft feel the 


ſelion of my Hea 
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bg expos'd to, without any hopes of a De- 


liverance. Did my Fatber's Fury aim at 
my life only, you ſhould find me to expoſe 


my Perſon with ſuch an undaunted Reſo- 
lution, as perhaps would ſurprize you : 
But alas? your ſhare is the greater of the 


5 , and I confeſs, without a bluſh, that I 
find in myſelf all the Frailties of my Sex, 
and of a Lover. Depart then, I beg it of 


you upon that Friendſhip you have vou d 
to me with ſo much tenderneſs ;, depart for 


my Reputation's, and for your own ſake. 


h! what is it I ſay? This Command will 


72 me very dear. Don't change me there- 


ore with laying it upon you without pain; 
you would do me the greateſt piece of Ins 
jaſtice to ſuſpett my Heart; but only that 
I can't ſee you continue in a place where 
you have to do with ſuch dangerous Ene- 
niet. Don't increaſe the Miſery of one of 
the moſt unhappy Perſons in the Unroerſe, 
by the addition of ſuch cruel Circam- 
flances; but remember I love you at ſo 
uncommon a rate, that I would ſacrifice 
my Life only to deliver you from the ap- 


pearance of Dangers that threaten yours. 


Remember farther, that our Perſecutor is 
my Father, that you can't do * thing a- 
low at ſe· 


cond hand; and that after all, your _ 
ture, which perhaps will coſt me my Life, 


is the only Favour I can ask of you; and 
| 1 ack it as an effe of that Obedience 
whereby you will preſerve for ever the po. 
rt. O good God! 1] 
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 MyborRs of the Englth Court, 
Strength fails me, my Torments overcome 
me ; depart, conpaſſianatę and love me. 


Miu Tears almoſt effaced the Characters 
0 of my Letters however I Save it to rhe 
Gentleman | betore mention'd, who deli- 


verd it to my Lord, and told him what 
elſe I had charged him with. He con- 
rinu'd tor a long time in ſuſpence, his 


Soul being diſtracted by moſt violent and 


contrary Paſſions : But at laſt reſolving 


to depart, he writ theſe Line. 


a going i depart, | Madam; lie 
enough that you have commanaed it for the 
preſervat ion of My Life ; but I can aſſure 
you, this. Command will not ſerve to pro- 
trait it long; my abſence will ſerve ea 
of Poiſon. and Dagger to the unjult Re. 
venge of your Father. I. ſhall die, Madam, 


| but remember, "tis for obeying your Com- 


The reading of this Billet touch'd me 
ſo to the quick, that I wonder I did not 
loſe all my Senſes; and my Lord havin 

abſented himſelf purſuant to my defire, I 
now began to repent of what. I had done; 
bur after all, when 1 ſeriouſly reflected 
upon the Danger that threatned him, 1 
was forced to be contented as well as I 


could. My Father not queſtioning but 
that his ſudden retreat from hence was 


the effect of being advertiſed of his 
Deſign, thought it nevertheleſs not con- 
venient to feprimand me on account 
ot whar had paſs'd, for fear of worſe 
conſequenees, but cok a Reſolution of 
OE > ' marrying 


F 
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MxMOIRS of #he Engliſh Court. 391 
marrying me out of hand, to be rid of 
the” trouble of watching the Conduct 
of a- young Woman; but hitherto no 
Match that was thought ſuitable has of. 
fered it ſelf. I began, by the help of my 
Reaſon, and my Lord's Abſence, to forget 
him by degrees; notwithſtanding which, 

] felt certain frail and tender Intervals, 
whieh, as it made me diſtruſt my ſtrength, 
ſo I avoided all opportunities of hearing 
any News from him. Upon your arival 
here, tho? I own your Merits are very 
great, yet I ſhould ſcarce have had ſuch a 
favourable diſpoſition towards you, had 
it not been for the reſemblance you have 


_ unfortunate; you ſee how I was forced to 
break off with what I loved ſo dearly ; 
Alas! what ought I nor to dread upon 
your account? Here ſhe ſtopt, and Pam. 
fila; moſt ſenſibly touch'd with the fince- 
rity of this fair Perfon, judged ſhe oughr 
no longer to abuſe her Credulity; ſhe dif: 
cover'd her Sex, asking her a thouſand Par- 
dons for this pleaſant Impoſture. ' Pamfp 
la was not a litrle vex'd at the Mat- 
ter; but conceal'd it, returning her 
many Thanks for having recall'd her out 
1 VVV 


_ 77 


Lacea, as long as they propoſed, return'd 


— 


J of an Error, which in time might have 
colt her very dear; and the Princeſſes of 


Boargaues ard Sonnino, having tarried at 


* 


with Pamfilia to me. 
I The Exd of the Novel. 


I continued in ſo ſplenetick a Humour, 


that the Earl of Argyle, being ſurprixed 
thereat, told me; What, don't you praiſe 


this little Novel? Don'tyeu reliſh it? Or, 
do you want ſtill another peice of Donna 
Maria, to ſupport your reſolution of 
loving her ? One mult be very difficolt in- 
deed, laid I, not to be ſatisfy d with what 


I juſt now read : But don't you ſee, as 


- 3 che true cauſe of her Voyage, tis this 


well as I, that the Whole is her own 
Hiſtory, and that ſhe has only repreſented 


it under borrow'd Names, and fix'd the 


Scene in another Country. I don't ſee 
that, reply'd the Earl, ſuch like Adven. 
rures happen every day, and are known 
and written. No, no, reply'd - I, ſhe is 
700 particular for any other but | herſelf; 
the is the Camilla, Good God what 2 
Letter is here, continued I, reading the 
Billet ſhe ſent to my Lord, to command 
am ro depart; how nicely Ril'd; and 
how full of love! Without doubt ſhe ſtill 


loves him, and her Father, not knowing 


what to do with her, thought he could 
not pitch upon a better expedient to cute 
ner Paſſion, than to ſend her away. This 


* 


that 


MEMorrs of the Engliſh Court. 


that has brought her to our Court, and 
that with a Heart prepoſeſs'd with a 
tender Paſſion; judge what I am going to 
do, to go about to encounter a beloved 
Rival, and to pleaſe a Perſon gained be- 
fore by another. #18 IR 

l am ſurprized, ſaid the Earl, you ſhould 
be ſo uneaſie, as if you were to encounter 
with Monſters; methinks you appear ſo 


little like yourſelf, -that both my Eyes 
are ſcarce ſufficient to convince me it is 


you I ſpeak to. I muſt confeſs, ſaid I, 
that I begin to be aſham'd of my Frailty; 
but what is it I can alledge in my own 
behalf? I find 5 — ſeized already with 
a moſt violent Paſſion, and what Follies 
are not We guilty of, during theſe firſt ir- 
regular Motions of our Hearts? Come, 
let's go to London, continued I, Donna 
Maria will, by her Wit, by the Jealouſies 
and Inquĩetudes ſhe makes me feel already, 
loon put me in a condition of overcoming 
my Paſſion for the Counteſs; come, let 
us go and inſult over the Charms of this 
faithleſs Woman, and pay our homage ts 
the Portugueze Lad. 

The Earl being almoſt tired with our 


ſtay at Cevedom, was glad of this oppor- 


runity of returning to Wh:teha!l, without 
leaving me behind in the Country. Up- 
on the Road he heard me ſay nothing but 
what related to the lovely Balboza. I 
read her Novel over and over, which 


terv'd only to confirm me in my opinion, 


nat ſhe loved ſomebody or other, Tis 
30 ” true, 
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MEmo1Rs of the Engliſh Court; 
in the midſt of all my Sufferings, ! 
Wund ſome Comfort, when I conſider d, 


that ſhe had not ſcen her Lover for a long 


time; I flatrer'd myſelf, that ſhe retain'd, 
as yet, ſo much of his idea in her Mind, 


as might make her ſtand her'ground a- 


gainſt the Addreſſes of the Duke of Mon. 


mouth, and that I'might find an opportu- 


nity of courting her with ſuch ſucceſs, as 


to get the better both of her abſent Lover, 


and of the young Duke. With this con- 


uſion of Ih ts I came to London. 4 


Aﬀcer having paid my Reſpetts to the 
King, who gave me a reception ſuitable 
to his wonred Goodnels, and chid me on 
account of my long ſtay in the Countty, 
the reaſon whereot he had been inform d 
of much better than I thought he had; 
i went. to the great Appartment, where 
the Queen juſt then kept rhe Circle. The 
firſt thin Wer offered it ſelf to my view 
was the Counteſs, a thouſand times hand- 
ſomer than ever I faw her before, and 
the young Portugurze, meagre and brown, 


bat very well tearur'd, excellent good 


Teeth, and her Eyes ſufficient to tame che 
ferceſf Heart upon Eartn. 

As ſhe had never ſeen me before, ſo ſhe 
look'd ſteadfaſt upon me, whilft ſhe was 
talking with my Lady 3 which 


made me imagine, that the ask d her my 


Name. Highly plcaſed with this piece of 
cariofiry in her, I drew nearer;and told her, 


Pray Madam, ask not my Name from any 
_ but RE 1 2m come unt on 


Purpetẽ 


8 


urpoſe to tell it you. She being ſurprized, 
bluſh'd at ſo extfaordinary a Complement, 


and ſaid, And who has told you, my Lord, 


that my Diſcourſe was concerning you? 
You muſt certainly be very quick, that F 
cou'd ſcarce open ar. Mouth, bur you 


y Lady H— 


know what I faid. 


then interrupting our Diſconrſe, and my 


aim being to make myiclf appear as agree- 
able as poſſibly I con'd, I made uſe of all 
the ſprightlineſs of my Wit, and a Ceres 
tain diverting Air, which proved not dil- 


pleaſing to Donna Maria. But during 


our Converſation, the Counteſs being very 
attentive upon all that paſs d, and the 


Duke of Monmouth, who allo claim'd - 


an Intereſt in her, (as he told me but 
a few days ago) were both ready to run 


diſtracted to Tee me converſe ſo frankly 
with Ba/hoza, as if our Acquaintance had 


been of ſome Years ſtanding. Our of re. 
| ſpe& to the Queen, we could not diſ- 
courſe together ſo long as I could have 
wiſh'd, and I had not the leaſt opportu- 
nity of coming near her again that Even- 
ing. 

[ was no ſooner return'd to my Lodg- 


ings, but the Dutcheſs of B—— , who 


had ſeen me talk to the young Portzgeze, 


ask d me, whither her Wit had not charmd 


me? I anſwered, with an affected Indiffe- 


rency, that I cou d find no Wonders in her; 


that ſhe had a great vivacity of Thoughts, 


but it wag, impoſſible ſuch fiery no- 


tions ſhoyuMbe accompany'd with a ſound 
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MEuoins of the Engliſh (art. 
Judgment, and. that I never was fond of 2 
Head without Brain. She makes 2 great 
roiſe, continued. ſhe ; and as the Queen 
ſhews her a great deal of Favour, ſo moſt 


_ of the Ladies have entertain'd herat Din- 


ner, I, in my turn, have agreed with the 
Dutcheſs of Richmond, my Lady H—— 
and the Counteſs of Feſmouth, to carry 
her abroad to Sion Hill. And, replyd 


L briskly, Why, would you invite only 


Women ? No, faid the, the Duke of 
Moumouth and the Earl of S. Albans 
would have given any thing to have been 
of the Company; but the Queen, who 


is ſenſible of their Paſſion for Donna 


Maria, would perhaps have taken it a- 


miſs, fo chat inſtead of courting her Fa- 


vour, as I intend to do, I ſhould have got 
her Anger. I commended her Prudence, but 


af the {ame timetold her, that the Queen 


would not be againſt my going along with 


them, and that I intended to bring along 


with me the Earls of Argyle, of 0——, 


and Mr.--—- Porter, he being a Perſon of 


fa gay and merry a Temper, that I was 
certain thè Ladies wou'd be very well 
pleas'd with bis Company, __ 2 

And can you imagine, reply'd ſhe, that 
he can be gay in any place where the 
Nutcheſs of Richmond is? and that after 
all his pretenſions, and the game he has 
play'd her, he will not rather affeft a ſe- 
rious Air and Countenance? I burſt out a 


Kruses truly, ſaid I, he is not apt to 
lay things thus to Heart, he mdh+ a Game | 


+ 


SE 


| Mgmotxs of the Engliſh Court. 


of it all. Oh, cry'4 the, make him believe 
ſo if you. can; I ſhan't forget what he 


told me but two days ago. And what 
did he tell you, faidT? All, faid ſhe, 
what a Man reduced to Deſpair is able to 
ſay, So, you ate catch d in the Trap, con- 
tinud I. And fo wou'd all the World as 
well as myſelf, ſaid ſhe, and without 
doubt I am not altogether in the wrong, 
to complain of your Siſter. Give me 
leave to interxypt you, ſaid the Earl of 
A——7, and to ask you, my Lord, what 
was the occaſion of the falling out be- 
twixt the Dutcheſs of Richnond and Nit. 
Porter. Are you the only Man at Court, 
laid the Earl of S. 4 —, that is a {tranger 
to it? However, things ſometimes hap* 


pening thus, that near Relations know 


lels of them than others, I will, whilſt 
my Lord Duke rakes à little breathing: 
time, give you an account of this Adven- 
ture. | 

The Dutcheſs of Richmond was ſcarce 


Eleven Years of Age when ſhe was marry'd 


to my Lord Herbert, Son to the Earl of 
Pembrook , but he dying ſoon after, ſhe 


appear'd at Court in her Widows Garth, 


whilſt ſhe was yet a Child; and tho? her 
Features were at that time not framed 
to their full perfection, yet ſhe was 
look'd upon as a Perſon, who in time 
wou'd prove the gteateſt Beauty in 
England. One day ſhe was got up into a 
Tree in the King's little Garden, to ga- 
ther ſony Fruit, and nobody being per- 
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mitted to come in there; this, rogethet 


- ＋ 4 
2 


being ſpread over the Twigs of the Tree, 
lock d like Wings, made the King, who 


perceiv d her at a good diſtance, ima. 
ine, that ſome ſtrange Biid had perchd 
15 the Tree. Mr. Forter, a young 


Courtier, and much in favour with the 
King; being a handſome Perſon, and ex. 
treamly Gallant and Diverting in Conver- 


ſation, was then with him; and the King 
knowing him to be an exact Marks Man; 
told him, you muſt kill this large Bird 
which I ſee in one of the Trees of my 


little Garden. Mr. Porter looking for 
- Tome time towards the place, and find ing 


the Bird out of reach of his Ball, tol 


the King he would take his Fuſce, 


and in a moment bring him the But- 
terfly : But he was ready to burſt with 
laughing, when, approaching the Tree, he 


Found the young Countefs; who ſmil'd 


at him with an innocent Air, pelted him 
with the Fruit ſhe had gather'd ; whilſt he 
took more peculiar notice, than ever he 
had done before, of her Beauty, the cleer - 


neſs of her Skin, and the brightneſs of 


her Eyes; every thing appear'd inhale 
charming to him; ſo that when he reflect 

ed upon what deſign he was come thither, 
he cou'd not forgive himſelf; ſometimes 
he look d upon her, then upon his Fulee, 
withour being able ro {peak one word for 
Himſelf. What baue you there Porter, 


— 


MEM OI ks of the Erigliſh Curt. 
you know, what brought me hither, you 


wou'd be fenfible I have ſufficient reaſon 


to be ſurprized. The King happening to 
eſpy you in the Tree, and taking you for 
A Bird gueſs upon what errant I was ſent 
hicher. What, cry'd/ſhe, 1% Kill me'? Tos, 


to kill you Madam, laid I; I promiſed to 


bring the King ſome of your Feathers: 
Hab, hah, ſaid ſhe laughing, you muſt be 
as good as your word; we will play a 


merry Game with. him: 1 will put my- . 


{elf into a large Hamper, and fo be car- 
iy'd into bis Appartment. She ſent im- 
mediately for a Hamper ; and one of her 
Gentlemen taking hold on one and 
Mr. Porter on the other end, he told her 
a 4 thouſand pretty things, as they went a- 
long; unto which ſhe anſwerd, with a 
great vivacity of Wit, and ſo paſ$'d her 
time pleaſantly enough in the Hamper- 
him, he had had the good fortune to take 
the Butterfly alive; Which was ſo beauti- 


ful, that had he kill'd it, he ſhou'd never 


have outliv'd it himſelf. His Majeſty, 
eager to ſee it, opens the Hamper, and 
the young Counteſs claſping her Arms a- 
bout his Neck, furnifh'd:' matter for à 
moſt agreeable ſurprixe. Tis not to be 
admired, that ſhe embraced the King in fo 
familiar a way, every body knows they 
were bred up together, and he'look'd up- 
on her no otherwiſe than his own Sifter. 


Ever finceythat time, ſhe has been know 


by 
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e MMO IAS of rbz Engliſh Court, = 
5 Re by the Name of Battery, and in ſeveral 
Courts of Europe, that name is oftner 
1 given her, than her own Title. AT TAY 
Porter fell ſo deeply in Love with this 
growing Beauty, that he could ſcarce live- 
without ſeeing her, but durſt not give a 
free courſe to his Paſſion; becauſe ſhe 
was afterwards marry'd to the Duke of 
| Richmond, and by her high Rank of being 
a Princeſs of the Blood Royal, infinitely 
| : above him, (tho? he was one of the moſt 
= aàccompliſh'd Perſons of the Court) he 
3 / loſt all hopes of gaining her Affections. 
55 As he believ'd that another Love Paſſion 
1 might be able to raſe out of his Heart 
| 5 that which had taken abſolute poſſeſſion 
there before, he entred into an amorous 
Engagement with one Mrs. L——g, a ; 
Player, whom he took along with him 
into the Country; in hopes that the 
{weetneſs of her Converſation might 
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oF, prove a cure to his Love. The King, 
j : who knew nothing of his Affections for 
| the Dutcheſs of Richmond, would ſhew 


ſometimes his diflike at his abſence from 


= -]. Court; but he anſwer'd only with filence, 
1 And continu'd his courſe. The Troubles 
1 that aroſe about that time in England, 
13 i ut a ſtop to the Paſſion cf Mr. Porter. s 


The Dutcheſs of Richmond, now once 
more a Widow, went along with the 


_- | Queen-Mother into France, in the Qua- 
 - lity of her Lady of the Bed Chamber; 
= |. where by the example of that great Prin. 
| eels, and by her own Experience, ſhe had 

; DO SEL. ſufficient 
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Mues of 1 the Engliſh Cort! 5 5 
ſufficient occaſion to learn, that even Per-. 


ſons of a moſt exalted Fortune, and who. 
ſeem to be fix d upon the moſt firm baſis 
that can be laid, are ſubject to great 
Chances: She, Who was Beautiful even to 
Perfection, and who had, appear d with 
no leſs Magnificence than if the were a 
Queen, finding herſelf reduced to want 
ſome Neceſſaries; for I heard her declare 


myſelf, that one Summer ſhe” had often 


occaſion for Gloves, not being able to wear 
them dirty, and Wantlus Mory ro buy new 
5 ones. Bro! 3 Me dT; 


But "without. infifting farther upon 


0 moral Reflexions, I muſt tell you, that het 
Heart was not ſo inſenſible at Paric, as 


it had been at London z and to divert her 
melancholly hours, ſhe gave à favourable 


ear to Mr. Howarda Gentleman of merit, 


handſom, and full of gallantry, (as you 


know yourſelf ) who, as well as many 
more, had left England, and was :fall'n 


1 7 in Love with the Duteheſs. 
t firſt ſhe received him with indifferen- 
cy only 3 bur after ſome time they began 
to be in earneſt. Tis true, they carry'd . 
on Matters with ſo much circumſpection, | 


that nobody ſuſpected any thing of the 


matter, till after the return of the Dut- 


cheſs to London, when, the thing took 


ff vent ; becauſe Mr. Howard, who had been 


oy in Love with the Counteſs of 5 | 
before he left England, now renew'd his 


. a 
* * oo, 


in i the 6 Dutcheſs, broke all the meaſures ; 


viſits to her; which creating a Jealouſy | 
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1402 MEmoOIRS of theEngliſh Court. 
they had taken of keepipg this matter pri. 
vate. Mr. Howard, finding her enraged at 
im, told her, it was in her power to ſe. 
- cure his Heart for ever, by marrying him, 
that he would remain faithful to her til} 
PPeatd, and that ſhe ſnould never fail of meet. 
| ling with all poſſible tenderneſs and acknoy- 
ledgments in his Perſon. The Dutcheſs 
pPauauſed a while upon a Propofition of fo 
great a Moment; but at laft ſhe conſider d 
+» with herſelf, that the Exgliſhß Dutcheſle's 
Ioſe neither their Title, nor their Rank, 

Hh if they, marry a private Perſon ; and there 
fore Judged, that being twice marry'd 
by the choice of the Court, ſhe might the 
third time diſpoſe of herſelf to a gallant 
TFerſon whom ſhe liked ; accordingly ſhe, 
-. © ,,. Poſitively engaged herſelf to Mr, Howard, 
under Condition to Keep their Marriage 
undiſcover d for ſome time. He being 
lenſible of the Sweets of fo: advants- 
geous a Match, willingly promiſed, and 
un the mean time look*d' our for 4 come. 
nient Houſe where they might conſum: 
mate the Marriage without noiſe or di 


ſturbance. 


* 


1 
1 
8 4. 


Mr. Porter had marryd 4 Lady of 
Quality, and ſhe: was very hand ſome; WW 
notwithſtandipg which, they were parted, MW 
and he lived with the Player in ts 
Country, endeavouring to raſe out of his 
Mind the Beauty of the "Dutcheſs of 
Richmond; her abſence had afforded him 
ſome reſpite, and his Reaſon told him, 

it was next to an impoſſibility to ey 5 


» 
_ Y N 


n 
3 


of 
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* 


re 


pour knowlege, but that his Miſtreſs ha- 
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pleaſe a Lady, who always loved herſelf _ 


- fo well, as to be indifferent to others; 
- he had that comfort in his Afflictions, to 
think, that all the reſt who loved her, 


had been no more ſucceſsful than himſelf. 


Whilſt he was diſtracting his Head with 
theſe Thoughts one Night, Word was ſent 


him, that Mr. Howard was come to ſpeak 


with him about Bufineſs of conſequence. 
They being moſt intimate Friends, he 
ſtay d not one moment; but meeting him, 


they embraced, as Friends uſed to do, 


who had not ſeen one another in two 


Years. At laſt, Mr. Howard told him, 
that he being juſt now engaged in an af- 
fair of the greateſt importance to him, he 
thought he could pirch upon nobody elſe, 

but upon him, to put his whole Fortune 
into his hands; That he was upon the 


* 
* 


point of marrying the hand ſomeſt Lady 
and of the belt Quality in Exgland; but 


that ſhe being willing to marry in private, 
he conjured him to lend him his Houſe. 
Mr. Porter, who was overjoy'd at the 


confidence his Friend put in him, embra- 


ced and told him, that all he was maſter 
of was at his Service, without reſerve; 
and he might diſpoſe of it at his own 
pleaſure; and to convince him of his ſin- 


cerity, that if he thought the Name of the 


Lady ought to remain a myſtery to him, 
he would not ſo much as ask it. Mr. How- 
ard reply d, were it in an Affair that con- 
cern'd me alone, I ſhould not keep it from 


i 
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him, he could not but obey her. Then 
obey her, reply'd Mr. Porter, I fwear to 


and your Nuptial Pleaſures ſhall not 


ving laid her abſolute Commands upon 
you 1 will keep with Mrs. Ig in 
the moſt remote Appartment of the Houſe, 


meet with the leaſt interruption here. 
Mr. Howard hereupon takes his leave; 


and returning ſtrait to the Dutcheſs, Ml 
gives her an account of what de had 


done. I am very glad, ſaid ſhe, you have 


pitchd upon Mr. Porter, he always | 
-  thewd a moſt peculiar eſteem for me; 
and therefore I would not have you make 


our Marriage a Secret to him; he being 
better quality'd to know it, than any one f 

in the whole Court, and you may diſcover 
the whole Matter to him. b 
Ihe day appointed for this Journey b. | 
ing come, the Dutchefs and her Lover | 
departed without any noiſe; and coming WW 4 
©. to their Friend's” Houſe, find him locks f 
up in his Chamber. Mr. Howard askd i T 
_ For him, but was told he was nor at home 8 
but that he might diſpoſe of every thing © 
in the Houſe at his own pleaſu WM be 
Whitſt they were buſied in making the n. << 

_ ceſfary Preparations for the Nuptial Cer WM 12 
monies, a Fire broke out in one of thei L 
Rooms, and burning into the Appartmat iy £4 
where the Dutcheſs! was, | ſhe, full oF 0 
Fright and Confufion, runs up à pair cf 6 


back Stairs, and finding a door open, & 
ters the Room; which, proving to i 


Mr. Porters Cloſet, ſhe found him * 


A net res Bebe eg 


2 


— — 


. 
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in ſearching among his Papers: He hap- 
ening at the ſame time to light upon a 
Picture in miniature of the Dutcheſs of 


Richmond, painted at length, dreſs'd in 


Mens Apparel, as you ſee her painted at 


Whitehall in ſeveral places, (becauſe ſhe - 


has a moſt Majeſtick Air, and the fineſt 


Leg in the World) left off rumiſhing a- 


mogg his Papers, in order to admire this 


Picture, the ſight whereof made the 
| Wounds of his Heart, occaſioned by the 


Beauty of this Dutcheſs, bleed afreſh. 
Whilſt he was fighing for her, he heard 


| a noiſe, and turning his Head that way, 


found her Juſt entring the Door. 

Never was any Perſon ſurpriz'd with 
more delight than he; heran towards her, 
ſaluted her with a great deal of Re- 
ſpect; and ask d her, What good Fortune 


brought her thither? The preference, 


ſaid ſhe, I have given you before all our 
Friends: I come along with Mr. Heard, 
about the Buſineſs he ſpoke to you of be- 
fore. That is as much as to ſay, Madam 
reply'd Mr. Porter, you have had ſc 
good an opinion of my Diſcretion, as tc 
engage for me to the Lady he is going tc 


be married to; and I ſuppoſe you art 


come, by your Preſence, to add to the En. 
joyments of the Feaſt. How! cry'd th: 

Dutcheſs, laughing aloud; Is it poſſible 
a Perſon of your Wit ſhould not be- 


| fore this imagine it was my own Se. 


cret I put into your hands? Ar theſe 
Words, Mr. Porter looking ſted faſt upon 
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her for ſome time, without ſpeaking one 
Word, his Strength and Senſes left him, 
danch he fell in ſo deep 4 Swoon, that the 
Dutcheſs thought he would never have 

recoveted himſelf. Being ſtrangely ſur- 
prized at ſo unexpected an Accident, ſhe 
was going to cry out for help, when 
he begg'd, to afford him a few mo- 
ments audience. Accordingly, having ta- 

| ken a Seat near him, he look'd in her 
EF Face for ſome. time longer, without he- 
. ing able to find Words he thought ſui. 
. table to expreſs the violence of his Paſ. 

| | fion. The Dutcheſs attributed his Silence 
to his Weakneſs, for, knowing him a 

Man of Wit, and who had the eaſieſt 

way in the world of expreſſing his 
Thoughts, the judg'd that nothing could 

puzle him upon that account. But Re. 

ſpect and Fear are the inſeparable Compa-' 

nions of Love; and theſe two are ſufficient 

to make the boldeſt Man in the world 

the greateſt Co- et. 

At laſt, this Gentleman, overwhelm d 
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with Grief and Vexation, Is it poſſible, 
Madam, 1aid he, you ſhould pitch up- 
en my Houſe to be marry'd in, and that | 
the de ureſt of all my Friends ſhould be the | 
Happy Man you lie? And muſt I be a 5 
„ witneſs of your mutual Satisfattion, mhilft t 
I. condemn'd to ſilence for ever, muſt con. 
Tinuę 10: adore you, without the leaft hapes* 

Ne, Madam, yes, added he, I adore you 


ever ſince that fatal Day, when-the King N 
ſent me with Hire Arms to fetch you out 1 1 


* 
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the little Garden at Whitehall. Jour 
| Eyes gave me ſome irreſiſtible Wounds , 
inſtaa of wounding you, according to my 

. orders; I return'd with a Heart pier. 

ced in a thouſand places. You were 

then uo more than a Child, a light. wild 

. Butterfly, what reaſon- was there to en. 
tertain you with a Paſhon ſo violent, as 
made my Sufferings almoſt inſupportable? As 
you increaſed in Beauty, ſo my Love grew 
more violent + I paid you a thouſand Ho. 
mages in private, I ſent forth a thou- | 
ſand Sighs, but 5 not diſcover” then, 1 
being quite ſtartled at your Quality of be. 

ing a . of the Blood. What' would: 
become of me, ſaid I, if the D. of Rich- 
mond, or. the King, being inform d of my 
Paſſtian, ſhould command the Dutcheſs ne. 
ven to look upon me © Or, what ſhould 
do, if ſhe ſhould receroe me with Indigna- © 
tien, and puniſh my Temerity with Hatred? 

. uſt. certainly. languiſh to death under 
is cruel Defliny. At laſt, Jp ng that 
alſence might prove the only Remedy a- 
gaiaſt ny Pain, I marryd, and carry d my 
Wife into the Country :* But having no 
great inclination for her, I proved contra - 
77 oppoſite to every thing ſhe liked, 
fa; that after having ſpent” ſome time to 
gender us both miſerable, we parted. By 
ay of 1 5 cy 2 ee 

— . eing of a ſweet and phable _ 

 Diſpoſuion, I forbore ſeeing you, en 3 

1 never ſpoke of you; ſo. that if I war nt 
 Perfellly cured, yet my Diſtemper was, 
i however 
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bool, your: flay, in Francs, the Troubles + 
and Changes-in this, Kingdom; all theſe | 
_ things, 1 ſay, did take, up, my Thoughts. 
Aar what are you ging to do pere? 
D are come to open afreſh my Wounds, 
aud to convince me that your Heart is not © 
inſenſible qf a Man of merits ;, that to gain 
_ pour \goed opinion, one need not court ad. 
doch the Quality of Duke of Lenox an 
Richmond; aud tbar, had 1 purſud the 
truę Rules of Love, had I been more bold, 
and: had I, during jo long a. tine (ance, 5 
. . devoted myſelf. 10 jou, diſcover d. my Sen. 
" riments, lis pollible, out of Acfnotoledę. 
ment, out * Goodneſs, or 58 | 
% n,, by your Reaſon, or out of (a 
priciouſneſs,. you might bave done that for 
me which: you do for another. He has," tis 
true, more Marit, but is not ſuperior" to 
me enher in Eſtate or Birth, and does not 
come near me in Love. See, Madam, ſee 
hoert is the true cauſe of my Deſpair, which 
ma bender me unfortunare all the days of 


. 


* * * 


„ ie 
cruel- Totments that ever he felt in hs 


Mr. Howard bad no ſooner perceiv'd _ 
the Fire, but all his Care was to look after 
the Dutcheſs to allay her Fear. He run 

into her Chamber, but not meeting with 

her there, he call'd her by her Name, 

but in vain; ſo imagining ſhe was gone 

down Stairs, he look d for her in every ; 
Corner, till at laſt. he eſpy'd her in the „„ 

Court; and coming nearer to her, found 

immediately ſome Diſturbance in her 

Countenance, which he attributed to her 
Fright. I will leave the Houle, ſaid ſhe, 

this moment, and return to London. How, 

Madam, cry'd he, will you go hence 

without making me happy? Won't you 

accompliſh what you were reſolv'd to do 
for me? I will accompliſh it, ſaid ſhe, 
but neyer in this Houſe, for I look upon 
this Fire as ominous. Oh! Madam, re- 
ply'd Mr. Howard, who knew nothing of 
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1 
the matter, Fire is an Emblem of Joy and 
Mirth ; we are not to fight a Battel, nor [| 
to take Towns, the whole is nothing but ll 
meer Accident. But the Dutcheſs not Jl} 
earkning to his Reaſons, they left the | 
Houſe immediately. to concert new Mea- 1 
ſure for their Marriage. „„ ſj 

No ſoaner had the Dutcheſs left Mr. 5 
Porter in his Cloſet, but running from 1 
one Extream to another, from his Lan- 


guiſhing to the moſt furious Paſſion that 
can be imagined, he look d upon Mr. 
Howard no more as his intimate F _ 
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but as his Rival, who was going to rob 
him of what he thought he had right 
to challenge for himſelf. During theſs f 
firſt, furious motions,” he thought of no 
leſs than how to ſatisfy his Revenge, to 
uniſh the Dutcheſs for her ſcornful 
1 and to kill beth himſelf and her 
Lover before her face. With this'inten- | 
tion n he aroſe in order to find him out: 
But then conſidering that ſo barbarous and 
violent 4 Proceed 55 would be exclaimd 
againſt. by all the World, and that accor- 
ding to all the Rules of Decency, he 
11 not aſlault a Man who had put 
| himſclf into his hands; the conſideration 
ol his Honour 'wa more prevailing than 
his. Anger, and ſo for a moment refoly'd 


to Tuſpend the execution. But ſo ſoon as 


he. reflected a ga that the Marriage Was 
going to be conſummated; Jealouſy" re. 
pelle by Hee t, he 11 his Room 
EN full reſolution to ſtab, in a thouſand 
places, a Perſon, in whoſe defence, upon 
7 er Man, he would have ficri- 
. bi Life. Mok ſur rprizing effects of 
woe! This, Paſſion reigns with fo ancon- 
12 able a Power oper our Hearts, that no- 
£ 1 us to appeaſe it; and 'we = 
de reateſt Hero's Fand their Frallty in 


this k fi no leſs than the meaneſt Pes.“ 


fant. e Was foi: forwent with the 


E e when meeting with 
Bi ſtreſs, ſh 104d him, the Dütcheſs 


Mr. Hanf 4 were gone. He ſeem d 
We be lng beter 5 Tatisfi ye. at their 
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departure. . And now beginning to refle&-- | 
more ſeriouſly upon what he had defign'd. - 
to do, and calling all the remaining 
ſtrength of his Reaſon to his aid; he took 
a reſolution not to appear again at Court, 
till he were entirely rid of his Love. 

le continu d in this voluntary Exile for 

ſeveral Years, till he was forced to come 
to London on account of his Daughter, 

vam'd Olympia, who being very young and 
handſom, and educated there, had made 

2 Conqueſt of the Heart of my Lord —, 

whoſe Birth, Merits, Wit and Eſtate was 


ſuch, as made him be look d upon as ons | 
of the chiefeſt Men at Court, for an Aflair | 
of this nature. This is the ſame who in | 
1667; being engag'd in a Quarrel at the = 
Play-Houſe at Paris with ſome Officers | 1 
of the King's Guards, they fell upon him [ 
ſeveral at a time; ſo that tho? he fought [! 


like a Lion, they run him through in di- 
vers places, and left him for dead upon 
the ſpot. The King being reſolvd to | 
make them a ſevere example of his Ju- _ 


ſtice, my Lord no ſooner underſtood it, { 
but neglecting the care of his own Life, fl 
to preſerve his Enemies, caus'd himſelf 1 
to be carried to Verſailles to intercede for 1 
them: which he did ſo effeQtually and 4 
generouſly, that he obtain'd their Pardon ii 
from the King. 5 85 _— 


Olympia lov d him as tenderly as her own 
Life, and ſhe. was no leſs belov'd by him. 
But Mr. Porter, vex d to the Soul at this 
intreague, without much pondering op /\ 


7 — — * 


F ; LED 
41 2 
7* r 


I * 
x.» * 


* » NY x 2 he * n 2 * —— — 0 a * * 
Ge! OOO. R ö ä TIF; | W ? : SOT bs A * 
SY 7 1 oY F - EA ne. 
2 1 : > g >» v + 7 
. ” ** 
- 


MEMOIRS ef the Engliſh (ert. 


Eyes upon, happen'd to t 
her Lover's Coach. His Anger being rais'd 


7 — ; t 
— 1 g = ot: . 0 { 
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the matter, refoly'd to break off a Corre. 
Tpondency, wherein his own Honour and 
his Daughter's Reputation was fo nearly 
concern d. With this Reſolution he 


Hide-Park, tvs firſt thing he caſts his 
x Oly mp1a, in 


to the higheſt pitch at ſo unexpected an 
Accident, he leaps out of his own Coach, 
and rumning with Sword in hand to that 


wherein ſhe was, would have kilt'd her 


wichout mercy, had not the Coach-Man 
drove away at full ſpeed, and ſo ſaved 


ner Life. The Earl of — - being Ins 
 form'd of this Adventure, and dreading 
the effects of ſo violent and furious a Re- 


ſentment might fall upon my Lord, 


hne found out 0!ympra, who being ſtill 
under dreadful apprehenſions of her 


Father's Anger, the Earl promiſed her a 


- confiderable annual Penſion if ſhe would 


break off all farther Commerce with his 

Son; and repreſenting to her the Danger 
unto; which they muſt expoſe themſelves 
if they continu'd to ſee one another, ſhe 


reſolved; to go privately into France, where 


ſhe was honqurably maintain'd by the 
Earl, purſuant to his Promiſe... | 
I will not infiſt, at preſent, to give you 
an account of what Troubles her abſence 


_ Guled, to my Lord; he. being a Perſon 


very well qualify'd for a Lover; the loſs. 
Gt one Miltreſs Was ſooh repair d by an- 


2x... Who. colt; him as. as this 
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As to Mr. Porter, he always lodg'd at 
Dr. E-——7 when he came to London; 
who had been for a conſiderable time the 
Dutcheſs of Richmond's Phyſician. It 
happened one night that Mr. Howard be- 
ing ſeized with an Apoplexy, which put 
his Lady and the whole Houſe into no 
{ſmall Confuſion, they ſent Servant after 
Servant to fetch the Doctor. But the 
Dutcheſs, impatient of all delay, and huz- 
ried on with Grief, lays hold. of a Flam- ” 
beaux, without making the leaſt re- 3 
flexion upon what the World might ſay 
of her being ſeen in the Streets. She run 
ſtrait to the Doctor's Houſe, covered on- 
ly with a looſe Night-Gown, in Slippers, 
and without Stockings. Her Servants, that 
were ſent be fore, having already got the 
 DoQor's Door to be open d, and the 
Dutcheſs entring the Houſe without 
knocking run, during this Conſternation, 
to the firſt Chamber, where ſhe found a 
Key. Mr. Porter being awaken'd at the 
noiſe, opens his Curtains; but never was 
a Man more ſurpriz'd than he, to ſee the 
A Dutcheſs almoſt naked, coming into his 
Chamber at that time of the Night; and 
when he ſuppos'd ſhe but little thought 
of him. It run in his head ſhe was 
Dead, and came to communicate ſome- 
thing to him. If, ſaid he to himſelf, 
our Souls have a perfect knowledge of 
what paſles after their ſeparation from 
our Bodies, ſhe has diſcover'd the very 
bottom of my Heart, and ' traced the in- 
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delible Chara ters ſhe herſelf has engra- 
ven there, and ſhe has pitch d upon me, 
before all the xeſt that Ioved her, as him 
who loved her moſt. Bur beſides, that he 
had but a ſlender faith in Spirit, he cbud 
not conceive how the Dutchels cou'd ap. 
pear ſo;-handſome after ſhe was Dead: 
lle ſaw: the ſprightlineſs of her Eyes, the 
luſtre of her Complexion, her fair Hair, 
-- ſome Locks whereof hung out under her 
Night- cloaths, her majeſtick Air, and her 
-. own. Voice ; which at once reach'd his 
Fats and his Heart: All theſe were ſuch 
x lively Circumſtances, as had no relation 
to a dead Ferſon. He ſtood amazed, 
without ſlaying one word, when ſhe came 
flying into his Arms. Oh! Doctor, ſaid 
== ſhe, is it poſſible. you ſhould be aſleep 
when poor Mr. Howard is at his1laſt gaſp? 
Come, in God's name, go along with me, 
let's not loſe one moment. Mr. Porter, 
graſping her in his Arms ; O cruel and 
bdarbarous Dutcheſs, {aid he, you whom 
Portune has deliver'd into my hands to 
keyenge myſelf of your Diſdain, don't 
think I will let flip ſo favourable an op- 
pPortunity. When ſhe found it was Mr. Por. 
er; ſhe ſtood like one in a Trance; how: 
e ever, ſoon recovering herſelf, with a ſingu- 
lar preſence of Mind, told him; What 
will you ggabout to diſoblige me, and be 
beholden to ſo violent an Action for what 
vou may expect from your own Merits? 
Is am ſenſibly affected with your. Conſtan - 
cy, and your, Reſpect will compleat the 
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conqueſt of my Heart. Vou ſee whether 
my Duty calls me, my Spouſe is a dying, 
dont detain me any longer, and believe 


that this proof of your Reſpe& will 


make a more ſenfible imprefſign upon me 
than if you put a Crown on my Head: 


But if you are able to forget what you 


owe to me, I ſhall turn furious, and cry 
out with ſuch violence, as will ſoon draw 
thoſe to my aſſiſtance, that will be able 
to ſnatch me out of your Hands. Mr. Por- 
ter was divided betwixt Fear and Hope, 
not knowing what reſolution beſt to take; 
he queſtioned not, but if he let the Dut- 


cheſs go, he ſhould ſcarce meet with the 


ſame opportunity again; but he dreaded 
the Noiſe; and much more her Anger, So 


he told her, that tho* he was ſure ſhe - 


would prove ungrateful, he wou'd prefer 
all theſe Hardſhips before the Favours 
he might obtain againſt her Will. The 


Dutcheſs taking him in the humour, goes 


out of his Room, and meeting the Doctor 
as he was coming out of his own Cham - 


ber, deſired him to make haſte to her 


„ Haufe wht VVT 

She was no ſooner got out of Mr. Por. 
ters fight; but be began to repent of his 

Obedience; What cou'd make me to ac 


in ſuch a manner ? cry d he, the is gone, | 


a barbarous Woman, as the. is, and no 
laughs in the face of the whole World at 
my Submiſſion. It now comes to paſs, 
what I foreſaw before, the Dutcheſs will 
tell it to Madam of B=———, and ſhe to 
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„„ another. Porter? s Paſſion will be the ſub- 

, Fe of the Diſcourſe of the whole C ourr, 

And every one will divert himfelf with it, 

It according to his own Humour. Being al- 

moſt reduced to Deſpair,” he underſtood 

that the Dutcheſs Ae ſome other Ladies, 

were to go to Windſor. Thitherhe'went al- 

ſo, with a refolution of reproaching her 

with the! injuſtice he thought he had recei- 

_ = ved at her hands. But how great is the 

Power and Charms of fair Eyes! She had 

—_ a no ſooner turd hers towards him, with 

I e in a more pleaſant Air than ſhe 

= commonly ufed to do, but be thought 

bimſelf ſufficiently happy and renoun- 

ing his Country Retirement, and appears 

| "as great a Courtier as ever. In the mean 

> ns __— the Dutcheſs jeers him without in. 

termiſſion. He {a : he is come out of 

Spite, but 1 believe his Hatred is nothing 

"elſe but Love; and that, „ 

all his Proteſtations upon that head, 
till loves her. 

And I, ſaid the Duke of ae ting ban, 

1 SET OG believe he does not. But to tell you the 

1 tttuth, are you not afham d to have given 

1 us ſuch a prolix Hiſtory of. what you 

might have told us in a fe Words? You 


, 
4 
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F 


and tho* what you {aid was very good, 

yet I thought # of might have been a lit. 
dle ſhorter. You might have ſilenced me 
When von were tired of it, laid _ 

Earl of S. Albans, in a grave tone; 


"If a hen! ſpeak before you another time, 1 
RN... | 7 
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Have ſpent above half an hour in talking, 
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will be ſure to remember the Leſſon you 
have given me to day. You take me 


wrong, ſaid the Duke, interrupting him, 
and it ſeems as if you did not apprehend; 
[ only intended to jeſt with you. To pu- 
niſh you, I will continue my former Dif: 
courſe, but I ſwear to you I dont know 
where I left oft, or where 1 am, unleſs 
ou help me a little into the way again. 


ou were upon the point of going with the 
Dutcheſs of Buckingham and Donna Maria 


de Balboza to Sion: hill, ſaid the Earl 
of A——27, ſo that you may begin with 
this Journey. Tis true, ſaid I, I manag'd 
the matter ſo dexterouſly, that my Spouſe 
was very glad I ſhould have the honour 
of this Feaſt, being well pleaſed ro be rid 
ot the charge: For tho? give her a year- 

ly 5 for Cloaths and other neceſ- 


Hy Expences, enough to maintain a Prin- 


els of the Blood, ſhe is always very rea- 
dy to put any thing of that nature upon 
me. A Man that has ſuch a yearly Re- 


venue as you have, faid the E. of S. Albanc, 


may well afford it, and it would be ridi- 


culous for you, who are one of the chief 


ell Men in England, to ſee your Spbuſe 
appear without a ſuitable Magnificence at 


It ſeemd to me, ſaid the Duke, that 


our going to Sion hill would prove more 
pleaſant by Water than by Land; 1o I 
took care to have our Barges adorn'd with 
rich Furniture, the Watermen that row d 
us being dreſs'd in the Habits of Moors, 

i Ee Indians, 


418 


— 


MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Conte. 
Indians, Turks., Peaſants, Slaves ard Sd. 
wages, for the better Diverfion of the 


Company. On both fides of our Burges 


we were attended with ſmaller Boats, 
painted and gilt full of Shepherds ard 


Shepherdeſſes, who ſung ro us certain 
Country Tunes, whilſt che Syrens and 


Nymphs, placed in ſome other Boats, 
play'd upon their Flutes and Hautbcys. 
All the Boats were firew'd with Flowers; 
and the Weather was fo fair, as proved 


- extreamly delightful. The young Balboæa 


had never been at any Entertainment that 


— — ———— K — 


the Flutes and Violins. 


promis d better in its beginning. Whilſt 


we were upon the Fhaumts, | ralk'd to her 


as often as I had an, opportarity. I ob- 
ſerv'd her to bluſh when [hc return'd me 
an Anſwer, and to catt down her Fycs as 


often as mine were fix d upon hers ; but 


when ſhe ſaw me engag'd another way, 
the turn'd her Eyes upon me. At our 


land ing place we were met by divers Cha- 


riots, order'd for that purpoſe; each of 
which holding no more than two Perſons 
at a time, the Ladies were for keeping 
together; but this being oppoſcd by us, 
every Gentleman took a Lady, and 1 ma: 
nag d the matter ſo, that Be/boza fell to 
my ſhare. It being not above two Miles 
from the River ſide ro Sion hill, all what 
I could do to ſpin out the Time, was to 
order them to drive ſlowly ; and for fear 
notice might be taken of it if I did fo a- 
lone, all the reſt did che Iike, attended by 


But 
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But you will perhaps be ſurpriz d when 
L tell you, that I was to far ſtupiti.d wich 
Fear, chit I durſt not improve theſe fa- 
vourabie Moments to make my Addrefies 
to the fair Portugueze. She did not dif. 
cloſe her Thoughts ro me upon thar head. 
For, as in her native Country they meer 
but ſeldom with ſuch like Opportunities, 
ſo they ſcarce ever let them flip; aid the 
was at a find unto whac caule to attri- 
bute this Silence, which was often inter- 
rupted by my Eyes. You are very pen- 
five, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, with a kind of 
melancholy Air; without doubt your 
Thoughts are taken up with Aﬀiirs of 
great moment the King has thought fit 
to intruſt you with. Whilſt a Man, ſaid 
I, is with you, he can ſcarce think of 
State Aﬀairs. I have, Madam, ſuch 
things to manage as concern me muck 
nearer, but am afraid of diſpleaſing you. 
Ba/boza gave me no anſwer; but changing 
the Diſcourſe, began to touch upon the 
Hirneſs of the Weather, and ſome other 
indifferent Matters. I was ſurpriz'd to 
ſee her ſo indifferent after having herſelf 
iven the firſt occaſion of declaring my 
5 By this time we came to the place 
where our Feaſt was prepard ; which [ 
can aſſute you was ſo well contriv'd, that 
there has ſcarce been an Entertainment for 
a long time which ſurpaſs'd this, either 
in Gallantry or good Attendance. 


Ee 2 Balboza 
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Balboza, who very well percciv'd it 
was made for her ſake, being affected 
with a ſecret Satisfaction, could not for- 
bear to diſcover it ſomerimes. I walk'd 
for a conſiderable time with ker in the 
Wood ; where, being become more bold 
by our Solitude, I began to urge her to 
permit me to offer all my Vows and Ser. 


vices to her. I am ignorant, ſaid fhe, 


whether it is a receiv'd cuſtom here, as it is 
in my Country, for the Court Ladies to have 
their publick Lovers, whether they are 
married or rot, who pertorm a thouſand 
Gallantries in their behalf, and that in the 
face of the whole Court, without the 
leaſt blemiſh ro, their Reputation; if this 
is the Mode here, I am very willing to 
accept you for my Gallant. and am over. 
Joy'd ro fee fo deſerving a Perſon, and of 


10 high 4 Rank inthe World, to devote his 


Services to me. Ill telL you, Madam, reply'd 


I., we are ſomething nicer here than the 


Portugaeze, and wie making the chief 
Pleature of our Paſſions to conſiſt in Se. 


crecy, dis ſufficient for us to let our Mi- 


ſtreſſes be acquainted with our Sentiments, 


 withour communicating them to the 
whole Court. It you will give me leave 


to love you, you ſhall be my only Conf. 
dent, and you ſhall not have the leaſt rea- 
ſon to be diſſatisfy'd with my ConduQ. 
She anſwer'd me not one Word, hut fetch: 
ing ſeveral deep Sighs, continu'd ſilent for 
a long time. At laſt, ſaid I. Oh, Ma- 
dam, what means this Silence! 1 
thele 


f 


theſe Sighs! Are you in love at Licbon, 
or in London? I have read a {mall No. 
vel you beſtow'd upon the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, T have read certain things there 


which would perhaps have ſcarce been 
obſery'd by one lels - intereſted than 
myſelf. I am not ignorant that your, 


Charms have gain'd you more than one 
Adorer in our Court. I muſt intreat you 
to ſpeak ſincerely, to let me know my 


Deſtiny. You are too urging, laid ſhe, 1 


ſcarce know you very well, and you would 
have me diſcloſe my moſt ſecret Thoughts 
to you. I am a Man of Honour, reply'd 
J and as I know I can keep any Secret 
of yours, ſo I conjure you not to delay 
any longer to lay open your whole Heart 
to me. But, ſaid ſhe, won't you be ſur- 
priz'd if you ſhould find yourſelf there 
already better placed than you imagine ? 
Oh, Madam, faid I, throwing myſelf ar 
her feer, don't Batter me with a Happineſs 
unleſs it be a real one: Let me know, 
without delay, what I have to hope or 
to fear ; deal fincerely with a Perſon 
| who will never fail to repay you with 
_ tenderneſs and acknowledgment. What 
would you know, reply'd ſhe with an 
obliging Air? I find T muſt tell you. Tell 
me then, ſaid I, whether there has been 


as yet a Man in the World whom you 
liked? Yes, reply'd ſhe. And, conti- - 


nud I, is this happy Man in England? 
| No, ſaid ſhe. Then own, faid I, that it 


is the ſame Perſon whom Camilla loved at 
OR. Eeg3 Lucca. 


— 
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Eucca. Pis true, reply d ſhe. And you 


are then, laid I, the Camilla of the Novel 
I faw ? Iam lo, ſaid ſhe. Oh, Madam, 
cry'd I, you make me deſpair. And why? 


return'd the : Are not you ſufficiently de. 


ſerving to ruin the good Fortune of an 
ablent Lover? What is my Rivals 
Name? continued I. Dan Aloare, ſaid 
ſhe. tie is born of an illuſtrious but poor 


Family, ard ir is by reaſon of their flen- 


der Fortune they are not much taken notice 
of; and it is that that raiſed my Father's 
Anger againit him, and which obliged 


him to intercede with the Queen of Exg- 


land to accept of me among her Ladies of 


Honour. I return'd her many Thanks for 
her Sincerity, and the hopes ſhe had gi- 


ven me. that in time my Services might 


meet with a favourable reception; and I 
 affure you, I made it my buſineſs in good 


earneſt ro ſerve her. 
The Counteſ of did not dream 


in the leaſt, that after having loved her, 
with ſo much tenderneſs, I ſhould be in 
2 condition to engage in another Paſſion. 


Her capricious Humour ſhe look'd upon 
as a rehn'd piece of Courteſy, for which, 
according to her opinion, I ſhould have 
thought mylelt obliged to her. When 


* the found me without «the leaſt uneaſineſs, 


and that I look'd upon her with indiffe- 
rency, ſhe jndged the belt way to make 
me return, was to chooſe ſuch another 
Lover as might appear a dangerous Riva! 
to me. But being obliged to carry on 


» 


this 
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this new Intreague with the D. of Mon- 
mouth (for it was he ſhe caſt her Eyes 


upon) with a great deal of ſecrecy, by 
reaſon of her Husband, I heard nothing 


of che matter. In che mean while, being 


ſo far prepoſſeſsd with my young Bal. 
bozz's Beiuty that I could not at all 
times controul my Paſſion, they began to 
talk of it at Court, and the Counteſs 


was the firſt who made her Jeſts of it. 


The Queen, as you know, being a Prin- 
ceſs of the ſt ricteſt Vertug, in the World, 
did not fail to take Ba/boza to task, and 
to repreſent to her the danger that atten- 


423 


ded her ſeeing me, and ſuffering my 


Courtſhip. Lou are young and innocent, 
ſaid ſhe ; you are handſom and of good 
Extraction; you may promiſe yourielF, 
that if your Father thinks fit to ſee you 
fertl'd in England, you {hall have my 
Protection, and marry ſome conſiderable 
Perſon, provided your Conduct is ſuch 


as it ought to be: Bur if you are ſo un- 


fortunate as to love the D. of Buckingham, 
unto what Miſeries won't you expoſe 
yoarſelf? He being a married Man, you 
mult ne:ds Joſe your Reputation in the 
World, I ſhall deſpiſe you, Pour Father 
will hate you, and you will meet with 
2s many Misfortunes then as you may 
hope for good Fortune now. | 
How weak are thele temonſirances, 
when a Hearr is prepoſſeſs d with a grow 
ing Paſſion? The Queen mighe ſay what 


ſhe plcas'd, and as often as ſhe talk'd ro. 


Ee 4 her, 


| 
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her. Balloza told me ſhe found her Ten- 


derneſs for me increaſe moſt ſenſibly; 


J could have often pray'd the Queen 


to torment her, becauſe it turn'd to my 
infinite Satisfaction. The Earl of Argyle, 
whom I made my Confident, ſeeing me 
thus wholy taken up with Ba/boza, would 
ſometimes- put me in mind, what Vexa- 
tion 1 was likely to cauſe to the Queen. 
But tbat came too late, theſe Reflexicns 
finding but little acceſs in my Heart and 
Mind; ſo that both her and my Conduct 


. were equally cenſured by the Court Cri- 
ticks, | 5 


One day, having miſs'd to ſee her, 
ſhe writ to me, She had ſomething of 


moment to impart to me. I went to 


ſee her, and ſhe told me with a de 


Jetted Countenance; I will not make 


a Secret in which you are nearly con- 
cern'd in my regard: Know, my Lord, 


Don Alvare is in this Country. Never 


was any body more ſurprized nor more 
put to a rorplus than I. He aſſur'd me, 
that having underſtood how my Father 
had ſent me into England, he reſolv'd to 
follow me thither; and, to defray the 
Charges of his Voyage, and to appear 
like himſelf at Court, he had fold ail the 
remainder of his Eſtate. Judge you, con- 
tinu'd ſhe, what a condition I was in? 
Don Alvare ſeem'd to me at London fo 
far difterent from what he appear'd to be 
at L:sbon, that I could ſcarce afford him 
one Look. Tis you, ſaid ſhe, tis es | 
15 | CE ho 
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who is the cauſe of it. Oh, Madam, re- 
ply'd I, don't repent of it, you don't 
cultivate an ungrateful Soil, and I hope 
you will never have the leaſt occaſion of 
relenting at your having given to me the 
preference before Don A/ovare, He be- 
gins already, ſaid ſhe, to be ſenſible of 
the change of my Mind, by my deport- 
ment towards him; he ſeems to he 
much concern'd thereat, and I am 
much at a ſtand how to manage Matters 
with him: For, if I check him abſolute- 
ly in his Addreſſes, and he finds out 

the reaſon, he may perhaps, moved 
with Deſpair, give notice thereof to 
my Father; and if I engage him to ſtay 
here, judge what a trouble ſom Guardian 
he will prove to us, as if I had not enough _ 
of theſe already, I begg'd her not to be 
too much diſturb'd, and that I wou'd con- 

| fider what was the beſt to be done upon 
this ocoanoen. 1 | EL, 

Coming to pay my Reſpects to the 
King, I there ſaw Don Alvare, who had 
been preſented to his Majeſty by the Queen. 
Tho' I did not look upon him with a 
very good Eye, yet I muſt own he was 
ahandſom Perſon ; and you having ſeen 
him yourſelf, ſaid I, to the Earl of St. AL 
bans, I will not enlarge myſelf upon his 
goodly Mien and Wit, neither wou'd I 

purſue the conſequence of this Adventure, 
wherewith you are as well acquainted as 
myſelf, but that the Earl of A 1 
being then in Teland, ought not to be 
„„ JFC 
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kept out of the Secret. | accoſted Do 


Alvare, who told me, he had been travel- 
ling for ſon: Moaths, and our Court be- 


ing one of the fineſt in E. rope, he cou'd 


not forgo to ſee it, without reproaching 
himſzelt ; and tho' he had been only two 
Days here, he was ſo extreamly taken 
with it, that he intended his ſtay ſhould 
be longer here than in all others to- 
gether. You -may eaſily imagine the | 


_ anſwer I made was far different from 


my Thoughts; bur Strangers being regard- 
ed in ſome meaſure by me, as ſacred, I 
cou'd not think of giving any Offence 
to a Perſon who made ſo good an appear 
rance, and who being without Protection 
in England, it pity'd me he ſhould have 
the misfortune to light in my way, and 


that he ſhou'd ſell his Eſtate for an an- 


faithful Miſtreſs, who had taken an An- 
—A. ooo 

Balboza, who was of a quick Appre- 
henſion, did not fail, the very next time 
I ſpoke to her, to ask me, Whether I had 
confider'd of a way to bring her out of this 
Dilemma? | told her, I had thought of 
it, but it wou'd be better to let it go on 
for a few Days, that the thing might ap- 
pear the more natural. Good God! crys 
ſhe,methinks I cou'd wiſh you tar enough : 
Do you ſo little dread the lots of my 
Heart ? You don't hate Don A/vare, nay 
you have been ſo imprudent, as io com- 
mend him before my face. You are ei 
careleſs to maintain what ought to be i 
E T3190 Foe! . Ciclo 
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cred to you. Awakened by theſe Reproa- 
ches, I told her, How will you charge me 
with want of tender-2\s to your Perſon ? 
Is it poſſible you mou'd be fo little ac- 
quainted with the real Sentiments of my 
Heart, as to ſuſpect it in this manner as 


you do? is true, I am fatisfy'd you 


will prove true to me, this is the effect of 
that good opinion 1 have of you; and 
ſuppoſing it were the conſequence alſo 
of the opinion I have of my Deſerts, you 
wou'd not quarrel upon that core. Wou'd 
you have me be jealous of a Perſon whom 
you ſacrifice to me? Yes, I wou'd have 
you be ſo, cry'd ſhe, and were you born 
in Portugal, you wou'd not have ſtay'd fo 
long to be reproack'd upon that account 
by me. You are too fall ofPreſumption, 


My Lord, you think one can't change you 


for another; but know, People are ſome- 


times much deceiv'd. I was not a little 
ſtartled at theſe words. Do you intend to 


ruin me, Madam, ſaid I? Have I deſerved 
ſuch cruel Menaces at your hands? Since 
Don Atvare's Preſence is ſo odious to you, 
let me meaſure Swords with him; per- 
haps I may be fo fortunate as to deliver 
ou from it, God forbid, cry'd ſhe, your 
ife is too dear to me to expoſe it thus 
upon any account whatever; but let me 
alone, I'll contrive a way to make him 
depart. She ſpoke not one word more up- 
on that Head. | 
A whole Month paſs'd, during which, 
ſhe was ſo far from ſhewing the A 
© e ne 
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wt neſs to Don Aloare, which might give 
him the leaſt ſuſpicion of her finiſter in- 
tentions, that on the contrary ſhe gave 
him peculiar marks of her Friendſhip, 
and he appear'd ſo gay and brisk, that 
ſometimes I cou'd not forbear to re- 
proach Balloæa, which ſhe only anſwered 
with laughing, to juſtifis her Proceedings. 
There was at that time much talk at 
Court of a certain Ind:a Ship very richly 
laden, lately come into the Thames ; eve. 
* Ty one went to ſee it; and Balboza having 
got an exact information of the time 
when ſhe was to return to the I- 
dies, ſends for the Captain when Don 
Atvare was at her Lodgings. The Cap- 
tain coming thither, ſhe diſcours'd him 
in private, and bidding him to view 
Don Aluard very well, ſhe told him, 
he was a Slave of hers, but grown ſo in- 
ſolent, that ſhe was nor able to endure 
him any longer ; for he wou'd fir down 
by her, and be as familiar with her, as if 
ſhe had not redeem'd him from his Chains, 
or as if it were not in her power to put 
them on again at pleaſure, If you will 
have him, I will diſpoſe of him very 
cheap; you oy take him along with you, 
and diſpoſe of him as you think fit. But 
England being a free Country, and that, 
If you take him by force, he may make a 
noiſe, I will fend him aboard your Ship, 
and fo you may keep him. The Captain 
being very well ſatisfy'd with Balboza's 
Propoſition, agreed with her for che Price, 
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and ſhe promiſed to bring him aboard the 
next Day. 

This done, ſhe told Don Alvare ſhe 
intended to buy ſome Indian Goods, and 
intended to take nobody along with her a- 
board the Ship bur himſelf and her waiting 
Women. He being overjoy'd to-poatong 
with her, they ſer out from Mhitehall, 
and as they were going Along, (as I am in- 
form d by one of her Portzguze Women) 
ſhe careſs'd this poor unhappy Lover to 
the higheſt degree. Ships of a grear bulk 
ride alwavs at Anchor at ſuch a diſtance 
trom the Shoar, that there is no coming 
at them, but by the help of a Boar. As 
they were ready to go into it, ſhe 
cry'd ſhe was afraid of being fick, 
and much more of the Water, it being 
{ſomewhat bluſtery Weather; and there- 
tore deſir'd Don Alvare to buy her what 
ſhe wanted, offering to give him Money 
for that uſe. But, poor Lover, tho* he 
had ſufficient reaſon to ſave his Money, 
being in a ſtrange Country, and without 
any hopes of farther Supplies out of his 
Eſtate; yet was overſoy'd of having 
met with this opportunity of making her 
ſome very valuable Preſents. She having 
ſeated herſelf on an Eminency, with 
her Women, not far from the Shoar, 
cou'd from thence ſee all that pais'd in 
the Ship. Scarce had Don Alvare got 
one Foot on Ship-board, but they ſent back 
the Boat which had carry'd him thither. 
The Captain told him, at the ſame 
time, 


28 


, ̃ Ü⅛u ̃ /̃ ͤ ᷑ , ͤ . ]§ t 7‚,—,, , NID —ͤ—4ñ ͥ 24. ̃ — —äͤ # — 2 — 
* * 2 (ores 2 n 4 < * 3 n 4 


= | 130 MxMO IRS of the Engliſh Court: 
[ EF time, that he having bought him of 


Balboæ a, he was now his Slave. You may 
gueſs at his Surprize, and the Rage it 
put him into. He proteſted, in vain, Bal. 
58 had no power over him; his Words 
were ſpoken into the Air; ſo that, reduc'd 
to the utmoſt Deſpair, he reſolv'd, with 
Sword in hand, to ſell his Life at the 
E- | deareſt rate. But being overpower'd, they 
M7 clapt this miſerable Wretch in irons. Bal. 
Wo  Goza having led her Eyes with ſo piriful 
a Spectacle, return d to London; and 
6 ſent me word fhe defir'd to ſpeak with 
Having receiv'd the whole Account of 
this Matter from her own Mouth, I ſtood 
amaz'd thereat, to ſuch a degree, as to 
want Words to expreſs my Sentiments. 
How, thought I to myſelf, Ba/boza, can'ſt 
thou carry thy Avcrhion to ſuch a pitch, 
againſt a Perſon who was once ſo dear 
to thee, and who has committed no other 
fault than to love thee faithfully, and 
to follow thee ! How! coud'ſt thou ſell 
an unhappy Lover, who; fold all his 
Eſtare he had left in the World, to give 
_ thee treih Proofs of his Pailion, and chat 
without having given thee the leaſt occa- 
fion of Complaint, and after all this, 
treat'ſt him worſe than if he were thy 
moſt cruel Enemy ! Balboza was not a 
little ſurpriz d ar my Silence, and being 
Miſtreſs of a fingular Penetration and vi- 
vacity of Wit, ſhe ſoon gueſs'd at the rea- 
lon of my preſent Diſturbance, So that 
| without 
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without giving me any farther leiſure to 
recover myſeli, or to return an Anſwer, 
ſhe taid, Oh! I ice very well, your Ri- 
val is dearer to you than your Miltrels ; 
what I have done, ought to be to you a 
convincing proof of the preference | give 
you before Don Alvare; but this does lit 
ti: attect you, who have Compaſion for 
him, but want Ackgowlegement for me. 
Oh, Madam, cry'd I, Was there no oth 


way to be rid of him, but to fend him 


to the Ind:es? How cou'd- you prepare 
ſuch heavy-Chains for a Perſon who was 
yours already ? Cou'd you put ſuch heavy 
Ferrers ona Man who had ſo little deſery'd 
it? and cou'd you 1s them without Com- 
' paſſion ? Let his Fortune prove as it will, 
he was a Mar of Seaſe, and of good Ex- 
traction: Thefe Qualifications alone, if 


you had had no other reaſons, ought they 


not to have been prevailing enough with 
you, to puta ſtop to your delign? Why 
wou'd not you ask my Advice, at the be- 
ginning of an Affair, whereot you now tell 
me the Conſequences ? 5 

Ballhozæa ſaw very well that J made 
moſt fevere Reflex ions upon her treacherous 
Action. She was vex'd at the Heart to 
find ſo little Complaiſance in me, that in- 
ſtead of applauding, I blam d her with ſo 
much freedom, {he was ready to die with 
Spite ahd Anger; and in this humour, 
told me a thouland refleCting things; and 
wou'd have gon on farther, had not a 
adden Swelling in her Throat ſtopt her 


Mouth. 
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432 MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
| Mouth, I left her as much diſſatisfy d as 
ſhe cou'd be for her life; and whilſt ſhe 
was taking Care of her Health, I for my 
part, ſent immediately to fetch Don Al. 
vare from aboard the India Veſſel; but, 
as ill fortune wou'd have it, they having 
ſer {ail before, my Endeavours for his Li: 
berty prov'd fruitleſs. Whatever Pains J 
took to conceal from Belboza the regret 
I had of giving her ſo harſh a Treatment, 
I cou'd nor fo far diſguiſe myſ-If, bur, 
that {he very well-perceiv'd the Matter. 
On the other hand, the Counteſs, who 
had a mind to ſee me ence more wear 
her Chains, never met me without pay- 
ing to me ſome peculiar marks of her Re. 
ſpect ; which hitherto I have return but 
in an indifferent manner; tho', as my Paſ: 
fon for the fair Portuguse began to a- 
bate, that which J felt for the Counteſs 
gather'd new ſtrength. I was ſtrangely 
puzl'd with different, violent and con- 
trary Paſſions; Oblig'd to avoid à Per- 
ſon who had treated me ill, oblig'd to 
court one who, according to her opinion, 
had ventur'd every thing for me, in ſend- 
ing Don Aloare to the Indies, and that at 
a juncture when I had not the ſame in- 
ditterence for the firſt, nor the {ame incli- 
nations for the other, which I had hither. 
to preſcrib'd - myſelf as certain rules of 
my Duty I can't expreſs my Sutterings 
under this Perplexity, till I was deliver'd 
from it by a certain Accident. 
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1 told you before, that Balboga, when 
he ſent Alvar“ aboard the Indian Ship, 
was attended only by two of her Wamen; 
| Theſe highly compaſſionated the fate of 
Alvare; and tho' their Miſtreſs enjoyn'd 
them Secrecy, and they promiſed it; yet 
they kept it no longer than their good un- 
derſtanding laſted, which prov'd of no long 
continuance. For Balboza happening to 
fall out with them about ſome frivolous 
Matter, they told all they knew. The 
whole Matter being divulg'd at Court, 
and the Queen eſpecially having taken 
an exact account of it, (Abart being a 
Portuguc ge) (he was highly incenſed a- 
gainſt Ba/boza ; and as her Conduct had 
not been pleaſing to her upon ſeveral o- 
ther accounts, ſhe wou'd not ſuffer her ro 
continue any longer in her Service, and 
without any previous notice given her, 
(unleſs it were a - few days before) ſhe 
caus'd her to be embark d aboard a Veſſel 
bound for Lisbon, to reconduct her to her 
Father. But ſhe dreading his Anger, and 
his Poiſon or Dagger, found means to get 
out of the Ship, and returning to London 
under another Name, marry'd ſome ob- 
{cure Perſon, and remain'd unknown to 
the Court for a conſiderable time after. 
Such a parting as this wou'd have coſt me 
very dear, if I had loved Balboza as well as 
cou'd have done, without her treacherous 
| Heart. For you are ſenſible, my Lord of 
8. Albans, added I, ſhe was worthy of 
| being beloved, and that her whole De- 
portment 
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ly in the Wood. Whither I was in the 
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portment was ſo engaging, as to prove al. 
moſt irrefiſtible. Bur now I parted with 
her without Tears, and began to bend all 
my Thoughts upon ways and means how 
to be reconciled to the Countelſs's Fa. 
6a 1110 a 
The D. of Monmouth, with whom ſhe 
was engaged in a ſecret Correſpondence, 


2 — 


being tir'd with an Intreague he was oblig'd | 
to conceal, ſoon threw oft his Fetters after a 
they became heavy and troubleſom to him. 
As the, on the other hand, finding his In- ; 
conſtancy, was very willing to Mord me 
all opportunities of juſtifying myſclf, 1 1 
own'd, without heſitating in the Matter, N 7 
1 had loved Balboza, but that it was 


ihe that had forced me ſo to do; becauſe MW +; 
J cou'd not, | thought, pitch upon a more n 
proper remedy to cure me of my Paihon MW + 
for her; that if he wou'd eonſider, without ti 


prejudice, the ill Treatment I receiv'd at 
Tunbridge from her, ſhe wou'd ſoon be 
convinc'd, that theſe were not the right 
methods to keep a faithful Lover. She 
reproach'd me in her turn with Haughti- 
nels, and with having left her ſo abrupt: 


right or not, ſaid ſhe, you ought to have 
ſhewn more Submiſhon, and to have en- 
deavourd by your Complaiſance to con- 
vince me of your Paſſion, which you had 
{worn to me by ſo many Oaths. I ask d 
her Pardon, and: cleard myſelt as to 
what had been told her concerning BY 
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Paſſion for the Counteſs of Grimbergyue-,, 


and ſhe made ſo many moſt obliging, Ex- 
cuſes, as reſtor'd in our Hearts an entire 
Harmony, to ſuch a degree, that ever 
fince we have not bad the leaſt miſun- 
derſtanding or reaſon of Complaint againſt 
one another, till yeſterday; when, after 
having uſed all my Intereſt to pre- 
vent her Husband from carrying her into 
Holland, ſhe entertain'd me as coldly as 
if (ſe had never ſeen me before. Whether 


it be that ſhe is vex'd with herſelf for 
having refus d the King's offers; or whether 


her Paſſion for the Duke of Monmouth is 
reviyd ; or whether my Lord R 
has found out the Secret of pleaſing her 
this Iam certain of, that ſhe has given 
me ſufficient reaſon of Complaint, and 


that I ſhall let flip no opportunity of 


revenging myſelf: PET | 
The Duke having left of ſpeaking, the 
Earl of S. A/bans looking hard at him; 


Is it poſſible, ſaid he, you ſhou'd be vex'd 


at ſuch Trifles ? You don't know, as yet, 
whether the Counteſs is in the wrong; 
whither ſhe may not have undeniable 
Reaſons for what ſhe did, and you ought 
not to condemn her abſolutely, without 
being heard. If I was in no worſe Condi- 
tion, cry'd the Earl of A——72, I ſhou'd 
think myſelf the happieſt of Men; bur, 
after what I have feen, there is no room 
left to doubt of it. And what is it you 
| Have ſeen, ſaid the Earl of S. Albans? 
Oh! continu'd he, perfidious Dealings 
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without Example, want of Conduct and 
Faith not to be parallel'd. To be fhort, 
the Duke of Monmouth, in a Basket ty d 
to a Rope, let down out of the Window 
of Emilia. How ! has the conſtant Emilia 
done you this good turn, faid the Duke 
of Buckingham ſmiling? J was ſo untor: 
tunate as to be an Eye-witneſs of it, added 
the Earl; now judge whether our caſe 
is equal? and whether I don't deſerve a 
thouſand times more Compaſſion than 
you? 3 

5 1 am ſorry for your Misfortune, te- 
ply'd the Duke ; but; dear Nephew, I 
think you have your Deſerts; you were 
betoved by my Lady ==--, ſhe was a 
Lady worth your care; you ptoy'd un. 
faithfül to her; you are repaid in your 
own Coin. Oh! my Lord-Duke, added 
the Earl, with ſomething ofa peevith Coun- 
tenance, you preach what you never pra- 
Qis'd yourſelf; I know you have left more 
Miſtreſſes without caufe, than you have 
lov'd with good reafon. What will you 
tell me, teturn'd the Duke, I have left 
more without caxſe, than I have lov'd up. 


on good reaſons * It ſeems to me, that it 


I had no reaſon to love them, I had ſuf 
cient cauſe to part with them. Your Par 


don, Sir, continu'd the Earl, for you have 


often engag'd your Heart to ſuch Perſons 
s had not the leaſt pretenſion to ſo glori- 
ous a Conqueſt; notwithſtanding which, 
you perſuaded them of your Paſſion by 2 
thouſand Oaths, till rhey belived and 
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loved you; but no ſooner had you made 
ſure of their Hearts, but you withdrew 
yours; then don't deny, but that you 
lovd without reaſon, and that you left 
them without cauſe. Own to me, that 
you wou'd not have been guilty of either, 
had you been your own Maſter. What I 
have to ſay in my own Juſtification, in re- 
gard to my Lady —— is, I had an un- 
common Tendetrneſs for her, which inſenſi. 


bly wore off in ſpite of all my Endeavours 


to the contrary; it was beyond my power 
to continne in the ſame degree of Reſpe& 
to her; and ſhe being not ignorant of the 
diſpoſition of my Heart, became chagrin 
an angry with me. Scarce had I got 
clear of this Engagement, when I was 
entangled in another; my Heart wou'd 
turn Rebel in ſpite of all my Reaſon, 
The fatal Emilia reduc'dd me by her 
Charms to the moſt miſerable condition 
that ever you ſaw, You are ſo amorous 
and fo frail, ſaid the Earl of S. Albans, 


that I will lay odds, that if ſhe thinks it 


worth her trouble, ſhe may ſee you wear 
her Fetters again, and play the Tyrant 
more than ever. No, cry'd the Earl, ta- 
king his Hat, and ſtriking ir upon the 
Table, no, never whilſt I live. 


The Stroak happening to light upon a 


wooden Caſe, cover'd with a Carper, (to 
repreſent a Tablet) it was broken all 
to pieces, to the great regret of the 
Earls of S. Albans and 4, eſpecially 
ef the laſt, who had given the Stroak. 
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But the Duke of Buckiagham drawing 


nearet, and meeting; encloſed within it, 


the Portraiture. of the Earl of 


done in Wax work, what chance haz 
brought this Piece into your hands, ſaid 
he? A very odd one, reply'd the Earl ; 
and were yon not 4 declared Enemy to 
Epi ſodes, I wou'd relate it to you. And 
don't yon know, my Lord, ſaid the Duke 
ſmiling,” chat you ſometimes take things 
in the wrong? Wou'd it not be very unfair 
for yon 104700 ends of 
of breaking a jeſt? And can you think my 
Palate, 10 Tit out of tall, as not to fekſh 
27 155 AT; * de 
your Diſcourſe with Satisfaction? J am 
ſo calily inclin'd to believe ybu, ſaid the 
; "B74 at vergüten all my Rea. 
fon tells me I ,fhou'd not, yer 1 can't for- 
bear if. But, without making anx far 
ther Keflexions upon the Matter, I am 
1eady to relate to you all the Particulars 
of a, certain, Intreague which, yon fever 
knew bur in general, apd which T was 
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ceſs; we were ſuch intimate Friends, 
and ſo conſtantly together, that they 
call'd us by the Names of Caftor and 
Pollux, A certain noted Author, having 
written a Tragedy, call d Ibrahim, the 
ſame was acted with great applauſe; a- 


mofg the | reſt of the Actors, ſhe that 
acted Roxelant did her Part ſo exceed ing - 
ly, that the Earl of — and I were 


charmd at the ſight of it. I obſerved 


he always heightn'd the Praiſes I beſtow'd. 
Sola that day 


forward known by the Name of Roxelana. 


upon this AQreſs, who wa 


And as ſhe was a Perſon ſcarce to be 
match'd in Beauty and a goodly Mien, 
he wonder'd at himſelf, how he could 
look upon her all this while with indit- 


ferent Eyes, and at that moment took a 


reſolution to love her. The King being 
then at the Play, he order'd Roxelana to 
come to Mhitehall to act her Part over 
again there. The Earl of —— was very 
diligent to carry her theſe Orders, and at 


the ſame time offer'd to bring her before 


his Majeſty. She accepted of his Coach, 
and taking one of her Acquaintance along 
with her, we went all four into the 
Room where the King was to Sup. As 


we were going along in the Coach, the 


Fatl was fo full of his Courtſhip that he 
continu'd talking without intermiſſion. 
For my part, I could ſcarce forbear laugh- 
ing when I reflected upon the oddneſs of 
this Paſſion; having ſufficient leiſure ſo 
to do, becauſe Roxelana's Friend was ſo 
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old and ugly, that I thought filence much 
better than What I could expect from her 
(%%% ↄ ↄ ↄ Q oo, ET 
' Roxelana being dreſsd with all the 
Luſtre of a Queen to gain the Hearts and 
Praiſes of the Auditory, did ſo gracetul. 
ly perform her Part before the King, that 
every one was of opinion ſhe needed no 
more appear upon the publick Stage. 
The Earl of having conducted her home, 
ask'd leave to vilit her ſometimes. She 
told him ſhe ſhould always have à great 
Reſpect tor him, but that a young Wo- 
man in her Station could not receive the 
Viſits of a Perſon of his Quality without 
making herſelf a Town talk. He told 
her, that tho' he look'd upon it as his 
greateſt Satisfaction to fee her often, yet 
would he do ir with ſo much reſerve, 
rhat he ſhould not have the leaſt reaſon 
of complaint againſt him. He came to 
ee me thè next day, but ſo much in love 
with Roxelanz, that he could not ſpeak 
one Word but of her. I ſaw he was ab- 
ſolutely ſet, and I knew her CharaQter ſo 
well by hearfay, that I could eafily gueſs 
what Game:ſhe would be at. If you will 
take my word for it, ſaid I to him, don't 
follow ſo fa? as you do your Inclinations 
for a young Woman who will be too hard 
for you. Oh, 'reply'd he, what danger 
can there be in it? If ſhe loves Pride, 
ſhe ſhall have what ſhe likes: Has ſhe a: 
mind to leave the Stage, I will make her 
very happy, and be coir plaiſant to net: 
58 : | | ; © 


Hes 


had he known her right, he would not 
have gone about to open the way to her 
Heart by Preſents, theſe being things that 
made no impreſſion. upon her. The Earl 
anſwer'd her with a great deal of Reſpect 
and Politeneſs; tho“ he was not a little 
diſturb'd to find her to aſſume ſuch an Air 
of Grandeur, as would in all likelihood 
check the progreſs of his Love; for Wo- 
men inclin d to love are of a much eaſier 
acceſs than thoſe of a contrary diſpoſi- 
ms Ns A 

He gave me an account of all that 
 paſsd. Will you believe now, ſaid I, 

that my meaning is very .gcod ? And if 
you will take my Advice, you ſhould. 
engage no, farther with her. Tis too 
late, cry'd he, my Paſſion is too great to 


think of renquncing thoſe raviſhing Plea - 


| ſures I propoſe to myſelf in enjoying her | 
Perhaps I may meet with more Difficul- 
tics than I ſuppos d I ſhould w LY : 
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began to love her; but Love and Con- 
Rihcy furmount all. You ſhould, reply'd 
I, add alfo your Deſerts and your good 
Qaitifications ; no doubt but Roxelans 
wilt take them into due Confideration, | 
wilt engage for her. So we parted, and ws 
9 5 not jo often as we uſed to do; not that 
Priendſhip was grown cold, but he 
910 ' 16 far infatuated with this young 
Wikntn, that he could ſcarce be a mo- 
ment without her; and my Buff neſs lying 
affother way, I ſeldom had an opportu: 


alty of ſeeing him. One Evening he 
cache to ſee ne with all the marks of a 
diftta&ted Perſon in his Countenance ; 


a0 c {6 in effect he was. He told dne that 

Roxelana kept hit at a greater Diltance 
now than the did thefirſt day he ſaw her, 
and tllat at Mir, very moment ſhe had 

pofitively dar 10 him, he muff not 

18 0 "Foot oe in her Houſe, unleſs 

bie 76 4 55 Judge, added 

2 nto what a 710% pine the tas teducd 

Aloe her Hike my on life, and 

t live Ne et i ver 1 1 

Nai fes is fo hard, t 

AF rhef Jie than ſubmit. te it I con. 
117 therefore to adviſe me whit is 


be done This is à bety Þ ling 
4 7 ply'd'F; were 1 fs cen of © 
IC 11 For be for your marry* 
7 A Httcdfarely. You xte not ih 42 
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ther run myſelf through with my own 


Sword: I did all I could to, make him 
erfilt in this reſolution, by putting him 


- in mind, what a fine thing it would be 
to ſee. Roxtlana the ſecond Counteſs of 
England. Don't ſpeak any mere of it, 
ſaid he, ſhe ſhall never be that whilſt ſhe 
T | 


I did not ſee him for a Week after, 
till J happen'd ro meet him in St. James s 


Park with two Perſons that made but a 
very itt Appearance. So ſoon as he ſaw 
me, he left them, and came to me. Well, 
my Lord; faid I ſmiling, how do Mat- 
ters go with your Intreague? I hope 


they will do pretty well, anſwer he; 
and to make you an abſolute Confident of 


my preſtnt Condition, I can't but diſcloſe 


my whole. Defign bo you I have done, 
: 


continu'd he, for theſe three Months laſt, 
paſt, all what is poſſible to be done to 


gain the Heart of Roxelana : All my Suf. 


ferings, Care, Liberality, all is in vain, 
her Humout being as haughty as that o 
the Saltand herſelf, whoſe Name ſhe 


bears, will not permit her to grant me 


the leaſt Favour. I intend not to take 
the ſame meaſures in this cale as I would 
do with a Perſon of Quality; I intend to 
ſeize her this Evening as ſhe comes out 


of the Play-Houſe, and carry her into the 
Country; when I have once got her at 


— 


— 


my Scat, I know well enough how to 


deal with her. Theſe Men you ſaw with 
me are to put it in execution, I was fo 
f 
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* Carp riz d, that for ſome time I was not 
able to ſpeak. Why are you ſilent, ſaid 

nE Don't you approve of it? I am too 
much your Friend, anſwer'd I, to approve 


of, ſo aſa and violent an Action. One 


ught nor to expect more from a Miſtreſs 
920 whar the, is free to give 1s ic poſſi. 
bie 7708 fhould find a reliſh in ſuc Fa- 
vours as are ſnatch'd by conſtraint ? Be- 
lieve me, a nice and tender Pathon, as it 
is attended by a thouſand Charms which 
affect our Hearts and Senſes ; ſo 2 hrutiſh 
c forced 'Love muſt needs cauſe ſuch 
Rerhrſes in 4 Perſon of Honour, as will 
not ſuffer nin to relifh the Pleaſure he 
hopes to enjoy.” Is it poſſible, "reply'd the 
Fart intertupring 1 me, you can think me 
cipable of repenting in this Kind ; this 


 Kems to have in it more of the Frailty of 


a \Wornan, than of the Courage becoming 
2 Man. My bufineſs is to enjoy, and ſo 
ſoon as I have done, J ſhall never think 

amy more of this Attrels. You are in the 
wrong, taid I, if you imagine to enjoy 125 


ſpite of het yon love: 1 may ma 1 


10 f Maſter pr her Body, b but you wi 
ner be the more happy if you can't be 
_ over ber Heart. 7 my word for't, 
5 oO Fey etter Rave atiencg 
195 fome ti ger, you had better Sigh 
and ſhed ie bo her Feet, rather 28 
exaſperate her 8 an Action ſo contrary 
to Mei ought wh * 1 3 2 
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All theſe Reaſons made at laſt ſuch an 
impreſſion upon the Earl, that he aſfur d 


| tne he would quit all Thoughts of purſu- 
ing this Deſign, that he would renew his 
Vifits and Addreſſes, praying me to viſit 
her alſo ſometimes, in order to do him 
all the good Offices I could. I was wil- 
ling to do it, it being my optnion, that 
fince he had ſhewn ſo much ber for 
my Advice, 1 could do no lefs than ſhew 
him this piece of Complaiſance. I often 
viſited her, and the betrer I knew her, 
the more I was convinced of her Merits 
and Wit, and that ſhe look d not for a 
Lover, tho' never fo deſerving, but for a 
Husband. As this could not but augment 
my Eſteem for her, fo 1 pitied the Earl 
ON woo („—.— | : IE 

Eight Months paſs'd, during which we 
could not perceive the leaſt compliance in 


Roxelana's Temper, tho' ſhe appear'd ve- 


ry merry, and nothing could be more a- 
grecable than her Converſation. But when- 
ever the Earl would give himſeif ſome 
familiar Airs, ſhe told him, ſhe would ſee 
him no more as long as ſhe liv'd, becauſe 


ſhe was reſoly'd to keep herſelf always 


within the ſame Bounds of Prudence and 
Vertue, as ſhe had done hitherto, unleſs 
he would reſolve to marry her. Ar laſt 
he promis'd he would with à thouſand 
Oaths, but begg'd her not to diſcover it 
to me, becauſe I was abſolutely againſt 
the Match, and would thwart it:as much 


as ever I could. Shs engag d not to * 
25 Fr 
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ofit; but her Joy being ſo exceſſive that 
ſhe was not able to contain it; fhe cou'd 
not forbear to tell me the reaſon, begging: 
of me, for God's ſake, not to ſpoil her 
Fortune. Truly, faid J, fair Roxelana, 
the Earl of is not very wife 
to miſtruſt me upon this occaſion, 1 
being neither his Father nor his Guardian, 
but only his Friend, have no power to 
conſtrain him in ſuch Matters as he judges 
moſt convenient for his purpoſe; and con- 
Tequemly I may eaſily hold my Tongue, 
and temain an idle Spectator of what he 
intends to do, without being blam'd for 
it. Every thing being ſettl'd for the Con- 
ſummation of the Match betwixt them, 
without the Print of any body, except. 
ſuch as muſt of neceſſity know it, he 
propos'd ſhe ſhould, go along with him 
into the Country. But, as if ſhe had had 
ſome foreſight of what afterwards hap- 
pen'd; ſhe told him, ſhe would be mar- 
ry'd in London. After fome Conteſts, he 
conſented to it, and marry'd her at his 
own Houſe. The Ceremony being over, 
ſhe thought herſelf now at the higheſt 
pitch of her Wiſhes. And never did any 
Perſon ſhew more Satisfaction at her good 
Fortune than ſhe did. 1 
The firſt Night was ſcarce paſs d. 
when Roxelana being ſtill aſleep, the Earl 
pufh'd her very roughly; Awake, faid he, 
awake, Roxelana, *tis time to be gone. 
She turning her Eyes upon him, Why, 
my Lord; faid ſhe, do you call me 154 7 
r ana 
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tana? Why muſt I not have the Honour 
of being Counteſs of No, reply'& 
he, you are not fo, you are not marry'd 


tome; and to unfold the whole Myſtery, 
know, That it was my Steward diſguis 4 


who petform'd the Marriage Ceremony 
betwixt us yeſterday. Oh! Traytor, cry'd 
ſhe, taking hold of his Throat, and en- 
deavouring in this firſt Fury to ſtrangle 
him, thou ſhalt die by my hands. The 
Earl ſeeing her thus furious, found means 
to diſengage himfelf, and fo left the 
Chamber. She got out of the Bed, and 
laying, hold of his Sword, which lay up- 
on the Table, purſu d him to the very 
Dining Room Door, which he ſhut ank 
lock'd againſt her. Now Naxclana find- 
ing herfelf bereav d of the main Object 
of her Fury, turn d the Effects thereof 
againſt herſelf. She tore her Hair and 
Face, and made moſt dreadful Outcries 
and moſt pitiful Lamentations, enough to 
touch her Husband's Heart. But finding 


dim not to appear, ſhe reſolv'd to kill 


herfelf ; and turning the point of the na- 
ked Sword againſt her Boſom, thruſt is 
inte her Body with ſuch a foree as mult 
needs have put an end to her Lite, had 
not her trembling Hand fail'd in ſome 
meaſure in the intended fatal Execution; 
for the Sword paſſing along the Ribs, 
gave her a Wound which provd rather 
large than dangerous. She dropt, ſwim- 
ming in her own Blood: And the karl, 
who had ſeen all what pats'd from a 
| place 
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place where he cou'd not eaſily be ſeen; 


now mov'd with Compaſſion, ſent to me 
to give her all poſfible Aſſiſtance. To. 
wards Evening ſhe was carry 'd to her own 


Home, and I happen d to come in at the 


ſame moment, being impatient to hear 
how Matters went, gueſs at my ſurprize, 


when I law her ſupported half dead by 


ſeveral Perſons who put her to Bed. I 
drew nearer, and ſhe no ſooner ſaw me, 


but, Oh! My Lord, cry'd ſhe, pray un. 


derſtand from my own Mouth my Mit. 
fortunes, and the Perfidiouſneſs of a Mon- 
ſter, unworthy to ſee the Light of the 


Sun. She then related to me, with Tears 
and Sighs, all what had paſs'd; which 
cou'd not but move me to Compaſſion. 


Whilſt ſhe was talking to me with the 
utmoſt vehemency, caſting her Eyes upon 
a Pourtraiture of Wax-work of the Earl 


f ——, which he had preſented to 


her not long before, ſhe was ſo enrag'd at 
the ſight thereof, that in ſpite of her 


Weakneſs, ſhe leapt out of Bed, with an 
intention to daſh it to pieces. I had much 
ado to prevent her; and for tear of ſome 
new commotion of her Spirits, which might 
have prov'd very dangerous, I order'd 
my Servants to take the Caſe with the 
Pourtraiture, and carry it to my Houle. 


This is the ſame you ſee, continu'd he, 
locking upon the Duke of Buckingharn 


and the Earl of A——#. But, to end 
this Story in a ſew words, Roxel/ana at- 


Me Molin the Engliſh Curt. 
m Law, but the power of the Earl carry'd; 
it above the poor Actreſs. However, he 
was forced to allow her a Maintenance, 
and to provide for a' Son ſhe brought into 
the World. Evet ſince this odd Ad ven- 
tute we have not been ſo intimate Friends 


as we uſed to be. He has own'd to me, 


he thought fit to coneeal from me that 
ill Action he intended to put upon the 
poor young Woman, Judging I would be 
againſt ir, and that it might prove the 
occaſion of a Difterence berwixt us. | 
I know almoſt every thing you have. 
telated.to be true, faid the Duke of Buc- 
Ling ham, and I can't but confeſs the Con- 
duct of the Earl of —— in this Affair 
was very diſhonourable, and I was always 


one of thoſ2 that blamid him moſt for it. 


As for me, ſaid the Earl of 4——, I 
commend him for it; why ſnould he not 
by one diſhonourable act prevent another, 


which he muſt have expected from Roxe-. 


lana * And if we underſtood ourſel ves 
rightly, we ſhould deal thus: with all 
Womenkind. The Earl of S. Albans ſmi- 
led, and told him, that his Spite againſt 
Emilia and the Duke of Monmouth made 
him launch out thus againſt the whole 


fair Sex, and that it was but reaſonable 


he ſhould put ſome Bounds to his Re- 
ſentment. | TEE 
 Whillt they were yet buſie in talking, 


| in comes a Valer de .Chambre of the Duke 
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of Buckinghants and brings him a Billet, 


| Which was deliverd to him by Eſther, 
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from the Counteſs of At the re: 


ceit thereof, the Duke changed his Coun- 
tenance : He had a great mind to read it, 


but his Haughtineſs would not let him 


for, after what he had told theſe two 
Lords concerning his Miſtrefs, he fear'd 
they would obſerve him, and divert them- 
ſelves at his coſt. The Earl of S- Albans 
fhrewdly gueſſing at the Matter: Believe 


me for once, ſaid he, don't ſide with your 


Anger againſt the true Sentiments of your 
Heart; mine foretells me, there's a Ju- 
ſtification in the caſe. Would not you 
be overjoy'd' in caſe the Counteſs ſhould 
offer fuch Meaſures towards a Reconcile- 
ment as you could wiſh for? I don't very 
well knove, asthe cafe juſt now ſtands, what 


 Feould with, faid the Duke, with an Air that 


diſcoverd more of Love than of Trouble; 


but be it as it will, I have a mind to ſee 
once more, what way this Ungrateſul 


will: find: to Juſtify the Reception ſhe 


gave me. He found only theſe few Lines 
vrinen in the Billet. [3 8 


Jour Hes ſuffciently diſcover d your 
Anger ; why coould not your at the ſame 
time find out my Diſcoment ? Toy kaow 
part of what makes me eomplain of yoa, 
but I have a mind to convince you of it, 
by telling you what reaſon you habe 10 
commend me. Don't fail to expect me at 


Jour Howſe this Evening, th # mere «at 
che peril of my Li. „ 


Hal! 
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.. Hah ſaid the Duke, I begin to breath 
fomething eaſter. I muſt own it, to my 
Shame, whatever Ind ifferency and Spite I 
might pretend to, I loved ſtill at the bot - 
tom of my Heart; and I was almoſt re- 
duced to Deſpair, to ſee myſelf obliged 
to hate what was ſo dear to me. How 
happy are you, ſaid the Earl of 4——7 ? 
You are in a condition to be beguil'd by 
what you love. You are not ſo well 


uſed, ſaid the Earl of S. Albant. No, 


added the Earl, I muſt not have ſeen with 
my, own Eyes.the Duke of Monnouth let 
done out of Emilia s Window; is it poſ- 

ble for a Man to digeſt ſuch an unwor- 
thy Contrivance ?. and did I not deſerve 
do be nſed at à very ſcurvy rate, if I ſhould 
diſpenſe with it? Good God! reply'd 
my Lord of St. Albans, you argue bot 
very indifferently for your Repoſe; if 
our Weakneſs is very great, we muſt 
controul our Reaſon, we muſt ſeek not to 
Know what we know, and conceal what 
we ſee; we mult, ſay I, perſuade our- 
ſelves we are contented. Yes, cry'd. the 
Earl of A —— z, ſomewhat impatient, 
yes, my Lord, that is to ſay, one mult 

A ridiculous Fool, a Sot, a Bubble; 
ſuffer oneſelf to be kill'd, and to kiſs 
the Hand that directs the Dagger to your 
Heart. Your Maxims and. mine, con- 
tinu'd he, are very differenet ; inſtead of 
this complaiſant Air, which you would 
infuſe into me, I ſhall make uſe of ano- 
ther, directly oppoſite to yours: And 

i . ſince 
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fince I know not how to make my ſelf to 
be belov'd,; I will at leaſt make myſelf to 
VVV 
Having utter'd theſe Words, he was 
pen leave the Room; bur the Duke 
augh'd ſo loud, and cry'd out, Adieu, 
good Sir, the Terror of the fair Sex, and 
Bugbear of Husbands, that the Earl of 
A —7, in ſpite of all his Anger, 
could nor forbear laughing in his turn. 


We parted very near ar the ſame Mo- 

ment: The Duke went to his Houle to 5 
i attend his Appointment ; the Earl of | 
| ; A full of Melancholy, to his Re. 
N tirement; and the Earl of S. Alan is | 
| % D | 
i The Duke of Monmouth, after having | 
\ 1 guitted his Basket, came to my Eord Grey. | 
= - It being then after Supper, my Lord up - 
k - braided him for mrs ere a 
| e long. If you knew, ſaid the Duke; 1 
= what it was that detain'd me, you would \ 
: E 1. pity me inſtead” of - (complaining. He t 
5 took him aſide,” and told him What 0 
1 had happen d. My Lord Grey not be. | 
4 ing able to forbear laughing at fevkral f 
0 PFaſkiges he related to him, the Duke was q 
k almoſt angry. Did evera Man, ſaid he, 0 
! laugh at the Misfortunes of his Friend? \ 

To ''be! peltred' with three Miſtreſſes at k 

once; and beſides this, the fear I lay 
| | under that the thing might come to the t 
= | King's car; was not all this Vexation a 
| — enough ? Were you not an unconſtant 0 


Wietch, anſwer d my Lord Grey, you 
5 +3 | need 


Meuolxs of the Engliſh Court, 


need not fear ſuch like Adyentures ; but 
you are always fluttering about like a 
Butterfly. You do well, reply'd the Duke, 


to upbraid me; were I nor ſo much out 


of humour, I would not be long indebted 
to you; but at this time I am not for 
Diverſions and Jeſts. The Duke con- 
tinu'd his Diſcourſe, and every foot the 
| thought of the Basket returning into my 
Lord Grey's head, he laugh'd our aloud, 
'Tisnow no time to laugh, ſaid the Duke, 


but our buſineſs is to contrive means how 


to appeaſe Madam —, Emilia and Phi- 
ladelphia. Yon have without doubt a hard 
piece of Work to do, and more difficult 
than you imagine, reply'd my Lord, but 
nothing ſhall be too hard a task for me 
to ſerve you. I will go and ſee Emilia; 
| will alfo ſpeak, to her Companion; 
but as to Madam —— >, I leave you 
to manage her. It you will undertake, 
faid the Duke, to ſet Matters to rights 
with the other two fair Ladies, I will go 
to the third immediately. What, with- 
out eating, ſaid my Lord, pray {tay a lit. 

tle; J can't, ſaid the Duke, I will make 

my Peace whilſt her Husband is abſent, 
and then go to Supper. Coming to Ma- 

dam ———, he was told, ſhe was not 

very well, and gone to Bed: He then 

kneeling at her Bed ſide, and ſqueezing 


her Hand betwixt his for a conſiderable 


time, not knowing what to ſay; at laſt 
ask d her, how the did? and whether no- 
thing could be done to caſe her? You 
ia | Gg 3 can 
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can do all, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, with 2 
languiſhing tone, which render'd her infi- 
nitely lovely; you can do every thing for 
my eaſe, if you pleaſe. But what reaſon 
have I to hope for any thing from a faith» 
leſs Man, who loves me not? Madam, 
reply d he, I confeſs to you, that I have 
already upbraided myſelf for having gi- 
ven you ſome apparent occaſion of Com- 
plaint ; but ſometimes things happen ſo 
unforeſeen, that *tis impoſſible to avoid 
them. Such a one was this Night's Ad- 
venture, which is, queſtionleſs, what now 
troubles you; and I ſwear to you, never 
was a Man more innocent. | 
I happend by chance to come into the 
Room of the Ladies of her... . . when | 
Philade/phia was very ill, and Emilia did | 
; aſſiſt her; tho I have only a bare Indiffe- | 
rency for Emilia, J thought it unhandſom 5 
to leave ber. Scarce was ſhe recovered a 
out of her Swoon, when the Governeſs 
coming, and the young Ladies dreading : 
her Anger, ſhut me up in the Cloſet ; c 
you coming in at the ſame time, and this q 
proving a new Matter of trouble, they t 
thought to deliver themſelves from it by C 
letting me down out of the Window. I 1 
0 
0 
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= want a little more Faith, ſaid Madam 
| , and ſomething of your Dexterity, 
to be fatisfy'd of the truth of the Account 
you give me. But, my Lord, is it not 
too too true, that you are in love with 
one of theſe Ladies? I retain ſtill freſh h. 
in memory, with what a tegger and pafiio- ie 


£ 


— 


MEemoiRs of the Engliſh Court, 
nate Air you uſed to entertain Emilia 
'Tis in vain to me ſhe is indifferent 
to you; I need vnly take a little pains to 
be convinced of your Sentiments. You 
will do much better, reply'd the Duke, 
not to be inſtructed by any body but my 
ſelf; for if you ſet a watch over me, 
theſe jealous Proceedings will excite my 
Heart to Rebellion. Believe me, tis on- 


ly yours; and is not this ſufficient for 


your Satisfackion? Madam by 


her Sighs and Silence gave him to under- 


ſtand, ſhe knew what ſhe had to do. 
The Duke was vex'd thereat, it being his 
cuſtom to be beforehand with his Mi- 
ſtreſs in Courteſies, expecting they ſhould 
take his word, for what he told them, 
whether out of inclination or defign, and 
to reſt ſatisſied, without diving farther 
into the matter. Madam —— had not 
Strength enough to anſwer him, being 
much indiſpoſed, as I told you before, 
and much vex'd at his Preſence. He per- 
ceiving the matter, departed the Room; 
and going home, pats'd the remainder of 
the Night in contriving the beſt means he 
could to redreſs his amorous Affairs, 
which were then but in a very bad con- 
After having made his Appearance at 


Court, the next day he retir d into his 


Cloſet, in expeQarion of my Lord Grey's 
coming, he having promis d to bring him 
his Miſtreſs's Anſwer. He came ſoon af: 


ter, and finding the Duke alone; Guels, 
e aid 
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ſ4id be, what I am going to tell you. 
Truly, reply d he, I am not able to gueſs. 


Emilia is of too uneaven a Temper to tell 


you what to make of her; and Philadel. 


phia is ſuch a piece of Formality, that ] 
| know not what Character to give her. I 


ſpoke to both, but to each in private, 
ſaid my Lord Grey, chance having offerd 
me an opportunity of to doing. Neither 

of them would declare themtelves frank. 
ly upon the Matter; but was charged by 
Emilia, that ſhe muſt ſpeak to you her- 
ſelf. Philadelphia al ſo told me, ſhe {hould 
be well pleaſed to ſce you, but that being 
watch'd and overlook'd in all Corners, 


the conjures you, if you have any reſpect 


for her, to be apon your guard, and ra- 
ther not to look at her in a Week's time, 
than fo raiſe a jealouſy in Emilia. 

The Duke aſſurd my Lord, he would 
punctualiy obſerve the Commands of his 
two Miſtreſſes. And, added he, do you 
really believe them to be angry with me? 
I:could not, I tell you, dive into their 
real Sentiments ; bur it ſeem'd to me as 
if Emilia was uneaſie and melancholy. 
The feaſon is, becauſe I am not ſo indif- 
terent to her as to her Companion, re. 
ply'd the Duke, with an angry Counte- 
nance. To ſee you ſigh, ſays my Lord, 


ſeems as if you were troubled at it. The 


Duke anſwer d not one Word, till after 
having pauſed a while, he look d upon 
my Lord Grey; I confeſs to you, faid he, 
I never took any real delight in the poſ+ 
= JJ 


ſelf abſolutely ſure: And what is it, 


ſaid my Lord, that affe&s you moſt, you 


have a very good Reliſh > My greateft 


Delight is, continu'd the Duke, in pay 


ing my Services to a new Miſtreſs, to 
watch her Scorns, my Hopes, Fears, Un- 
eaſineſs, and, in ſhort, every thing we 


meet with at the beginning of an amo- 


rous Paſſion. 


This is the ſtate of the caſe betwixt 


Philadelphia and me. I am apt to believe 
her Inclinations are for me; that ſhe 
ſtrives againſt them; that there is a 


great Conteſt betwixt Vertue, Reaſon, 
and the Inclinations of her Heart, which 
pleads for me; and that in ſpite of her- 
ſelf, ſhe will love me at laſt. This tis 


that I am ambitious of, this flatters my 
Vanity. 5 
Oh! my Lord, cry'd my Lord Grey, 
I find you are as yet unacquainted with 
the eſſential part of Love; your Mind 
runs only upon Trifles and Amuſements. 


It your Heart were truly inclin'd to 
Tenderneſs, you would put all your Hap- - 
ineſs in being belov'd by the Object you 


ove. The very Thoughts whether you 
were in poſſeſſion of your Miſtreſs's 
Heart or not, would drive you to De- 
ſpair, and whatever might thwart it, 
would cauſe. you a thouſand Inquie- 
_ tudes. Now judge, by your own Senti- 


ments, and by thoſe I have deſcrib'd, 


what prodigious difference there is be- 
Fine i ge Es ++" ee 
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ſion of a Heart, whereof I thought my. 
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MzMoirs of the Engliſh Court.” 
twixt Fiction and Reality. I ſwear to 
you, ſaid the Duke interupting him, at 


that rate I know nothing but Fiction to 


this moment; if it be true, that if a Man 
will love well, he muſt love in earneſt, 
I ſee, ſaid my Lord, you Hour is not come 
yet; but time will come, when you will 
tell me enough of it, and perhaps more 
than you wiſh for. He went away, af- 
gr having ſpoken this Prophecy, which 
was ſufficiently verify?d in the Event; 
but of this it is not convenient to ſpeak 
in this place. N 
The Duke was preparing to go to pay 
his ReſpeUs to the Durcheſs of Io, 
when word was brought him; that the 
Prince of Neuburg being arriv'd lately, 
the King requir'd him to conduct that 
Prince to the Ball, which was to be at 
the Queens that Night. He cou'd do no 
leſs than obey. He had ſeen that Prince 
before in his Travels, when he continu'd 
for ſome time in the Dominions of the 
Duke his Father. He was receiv'd by 

him with all the Honour and Reſpect he 

might expect from a young Prince of an il. 
luſtrious Birth, and the Rank he himſelf 


| bore in the Erng/ihh Court. The Prince of 


Newburg did not fail to come in good 
time to wait on the King, thar hemight 
ſtay for ſome time with him, before the 
Ball began. He was a very hand ſom Fer- 


Jon, of a beautiful Countenance, and 


very agreeable Depertment; he dancd 
with 2 very good Grace; and as he was 
FCC ˙A 
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Mafter of ſeveral Languages, it was eafle 
for him to enter into Converſation with 


{ach as he lik'd beſt. H 
Among all the reſt that made their Ap- 'Þ 
pearance at the Ball, my Lady —— = 
pleas'd him molt. She being then in a 1 


melancholy Temper, occaſiomd by the 


Infidelity of the Earl of 4 n, made 3 

her Eyes appear with a certain languiſhing 1 
Sweetneſs, which was very deſirable; the 1 
whiteneſs of her Complexion was not Wl 
faded, her Lips as red as Coral, and a 
certain careleſs Air, natural to Women { 
when they haye no Conqueſt in view, were 1 
more becoming in her, than the borrow'd 1 
and artificial Charms of all the reſt. She 1 
was in ſo eminent a Station at Court, 1 
that her Name alone was ſufficient to 4 
make her to be taken notice of by a foreign WH 
Prince. He drew near to her with a Com- is 


pliment : Which ſhe returning with a 4 
great deal of Civility, he made it his WW 
bufineſs to entertain her in Diſcourſe all 1 
that Night, which ſhe was well enough 1 
pleaſed with; for let a handſom Woman = 
be never ſo indifferent, ſhe loves to be taken 
notice of before others ; and looking upon 
this as a proof of her Deſerts, Self. love 
will not give her leave to neglett ſuch an 
opportunity. She had, beſides this, another wo 
infight in the Matter, viz. the Earl of - 
A————7 being at the Ball, ſhe was am- on 

bitious to kindle ſome ſparks of Jealouſie 


in him. She N him much out of 9 
Humour, and conſequently gueſs'd he x 
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twixt Fiction and Reality. I ſwear to 
you, ſaid the Duke interupting him, at 


that rate I know nothing but Fiction to 


this moment; if it be true, that if a Man 
will love well, he muſt love in earneſt, 


I ſee, faid my Lord, you Hour is not come 


yet; but time will come, when you will 


tell me enough of it, and perhaps more 
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than you wiſh for. He went away, af. 
gr having ſpoken this Prophecy, which 
was ſufficiently verify/d in the Event ; 
but of this it is not convenient to ſpeak 


in this place. 


The Duke was preparing to go to pay 
his Reſpects to the Dutcheſs of Lr, 
when word was brought him, that the 


Prince of Neroburg being arriv'd lately, 


the King requir'd him to conduct that 
Prince to the Ball, which was to be at 
the Queens that Night. He cou'd do no 
lefs than obey. He had ſeen that Prince 
before in his Travels, when he continu'd 
for ſome time in the Dominions of the 
Duke his Father. He was receiv'd by 
him with all the Honour and Reſpect he 
might expect from a young Frince of an il. 
luſtrious Birth, and the Rank he himſelf 
bore in the Eugliſhß Court. The Prince of 
Newburg did not fail to come in good 
time to wait on the King, that he might 
ſtay for ſome time with him, before the 
Ball began. He was a very hand ſom Fer- 
ſon,” of a beautiful Countenance, and*> 
very agreeable Deportment; he dancd 
with 2 very good” Grace; and as he was 
. 
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for him to enter into Converſation witk 
ſuch as he lik'd beſt. 3, 0 
Among all the reſt that made their Ap- 
pearance at the Ball, my Lady — 

pleas'd him moſt. She being then in a 
melancholy Temper, occaſiomd by the 
Infidelity of the Earl of 4 


her Eyes appear with a certain languiſhing 


Sweetneſs, which was very deſirable; the 


whiteneſs of her Complexion was not 
taded, her Lips as red as Coral, and a 
certain careleſs Air, natural to Women 


when they haye no Conqueſt in view, were 


more becoming in her, than the borrow'd 
and artificial Charms of all the reſt. She 


was in ſo eminent a Station at Court, 
that her Name alone was ſufficient to 


make her to be taken notice of by a foreign 
Prince. He drew near to her with a Com- 
pliment : Which ſhe returning with a 
great deal of Civility, he made it his 


buſineſs to entertain her in Diſcourſe all 


that Night, which ſhe was well enough 


pleaſed with; for let a handſom Woman 


be never ſo indifferent, ſhe loves to be taken 
notice of before others ; and looking upon 
this as a proof of her Deſerts, Self-love 
will not give her leave to neglett ſuch an 


opportunity. She had, beſides this, another 


infight in the Matter, vig. the Earl of 
A———7 being at the Ball, ſhe was am- 
bitious to kindle ſome ſparks of Jealouſie 
in him. She perceiv'd him much out of 


Humour, and conſequently gueſs'd he 
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was troubl'd in his Mind. He did not ſpeak 
to Emilia, and this young Lady had never 
made 4 worſe {hew than ſhe did ar that 


time, her Eyes not appearing with their 
uſual Sprighclinels, or Eire, unleſs when ſhe 


calt them towards my Lady; and remem-- 
bring the Ink-bottle, ſhe diſcover'd a cer- 
tain deſite of Revenge, which ſhe cow'd 


| ſcarce keep within the bounds of Mode - 
tation; but as often as ſhe look'd towards 
the Earl of 4——2, the had not courage 


enough to let them continue that way 
and 2 redneſs, which over-ſpread her whole 
Face, was an undeniable witneſs of the 
ſecret Reproaches ſhe felt at the Adven- 
ture of the Duke of Monmouth in the 
Hamper. The Duke wou'd tain haye ta- 
ken the opportunity of the Ball, to ſear 


himſelf by, and ro ſpeak to her. had not 


Philadlephia, who was not far off, ſpoibd 
his Intentions of talking with one, with 
out being over-heard by the other. Cou'd 
he have ſpoke to Philadelphia, he wou'd 
have been tolerably well fatisty'd, but he 


labour'd under the fame Difficulty with 


her, in reſpect of the nearneſs of Emilia; 
befides that, the Earl -of A A and 
Madam (who came to the Ball 
chiefly for that purpoſe) kept a watchful 
Eye over him. The Duke finding himſelf 
under this Dilemma, was yet more ſur- 


priz d at the coming of Nelly. Tis known 


to every body, that ſhe was an Actreſs, | 
and that the King delighted in her more for 
her diverting and agrzeable Humour, Gan 


MzMolks of the Engliſh court. 


for her Perſon, tho* ſhe made a pretty 


good figure; but fie was ſo very ſpright- 
ly and gay in Converſation, as to make 
all the Company to partake of her merry 
Diſpoſition. She enter'd masked, and 
diſguiſed in Shepherdeſſes Habit, attend- 
ed by feveral other Ladies and Gentlemen 
of Quality, all in the ſame Dreſs. Af. 
ter having danced ſome Country- Dances, 


which ſhe per form'd very well, (tho? her 


way of daneing was as odd and fingular 
as all the reſt ot her Actions) the exclaim'd 
againſt the heat of the Room, and that it 


were more convenient to take a little freſh. 


Air. Tis true, the Seaſon being not very 
proper for ſo numerous a Company to be 
enclos'd in a Room, they were not a little 
incommoded with the Hear. | | 

The Queen, who took no great diver. 
fron at the Ball, being retired into her own 
Appartment, the Ladies of Honour of the 
Dutcheſs of ——, who were there preſent 
with their Governeſs, aroſe in order to be 
gone. But the King order'd them to fol- 


low him with the reſt of the Ladies into 


the Park. The King and Prince of New- 
burg, attended by the whole Court, and 


follow'd by the Muſick, went into the 


Botoling Green, where ſome ſeated them. 
ſel ves vpon Benches, ſome upon green 


Turfs. They danc'd in divers places at 


once; and it being a clear bright Night, 
there was no occaſion for Lights; the Flutes 
and Hautboys anſwering by means of the 
Eccho to the Violins: This Entertain 

ment, 
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ment, tho unforeſeen; and uficoncerted, 
prov'd infinitely agreeable and divetring. 
Every thing being tranſacted there in 2 
kind of pleafing Diſorder, there was a ſut, 


J ficient. opportunity of talking to one an- 


other, without being obſerv'd. My Lady 
— ſeeing the Earl of 4 — pals 


| behind certain Palliſado-Rails 7 againſt 
which ſhe was leaning at that time, went 


out of one of the Botoling Green Doors, 
in order to meet him. The Earl, not a 
little ſurpriz'd thereat, was at a ſtand 
whether to turn back; he having, during 
the Ball, look d much more favourably 


upon her, than he had done for a long 


time before. He accoſted her, Oh! Mad- 
am, faid he, how happy wou'd this mo- 
ment ſeem to me, were you the lame you 
us'd to be in my regard. Unegrateful, 
{aid ſhe, how cou d you think it poſſible ? 
Can you imagine I cou'd forget the Game 
you have plaid me? With what indiffe- 
rence you receiy'd my Compliments, with 
what Diſdain you ſpoke of me to my Face 
in the Queens Gallery; what anſwer you 
return'd to a Letter, which ought to have 
. you to the Heart; and what 

ains you took to convince me of your In- 
fidelity? And you have done it ſo effectu- 
ally, that I ſhall never forgive it. Will 
you never pardon me, Madam, cry'd: the 
Earl, drawing nearer to her, and taking 


her by the Hand? Is it poſſible you ſhou'd 


take a Reſolution ſo oppoſite to ME 
5. . e 
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have promis d me before? Can you ima- 
gine, that during theſe frail Intervals I 
{ſpent with Emilia, I coud attempt to 
promiſe I nevet wou'd love you? You 
are likely enough to attempt or to do any 
thing, perfidious Man! reply'd my Lady; 
ou wou'd have thruſt a Dagger into my 
Heart to purchaſe one favourable Look 
from her. *Tis no difficult matter for me 
to ſee, that you are at odds together, but 
I ſuppoſe tis her, and not your Fault; 
the has found the way of making you a 
ſubmiſſive and patient Creature. You 
connive at her light Actions, you love her 
not a jor the worſe, and you ſee your Ri- 
val preferr'd before you, with fo ſweet 
and calm a Temper, as can't be ſufficient- 
ly commended. Oh! Madam, cry'd the 
Earl, tis too hard to inſult over me, I was 
Juſt upon the point of putting your Fetrers 
on again, I felt within my Breaſt certain 
Sparks of Fire, which being not well 
couch'd, were ready to kindle afreſh ; bur 
you add Ironies to your Reproaches. 

There is nothing I wou'd not do to be 
reveng'd, reply'd ſhe, an enragd Heart 


knows no bounds of Moderation. 1 8 1 
She had continud her Diſcourſe, if —_— 
they had not been filenc'd by a noiſe they KH 


heard not far from thence. At the ſame 
time ſhe eſpy'd the. Duke of Monmouth 
with Emilia; as theſe two had an equal 
delire to Diſcourſe one another, they 
got into an Arbour, in order to clear the 
point, concerning what Matters of Com- 
. plaint 
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=o uſe one might have againſt the other 
Do you ſee here two Perſons, faid ſhe, 
do the Eart of A——2, who, I am apt 
| to believe, have no occaſion fir ſuch 2 
witneſs as you of their Converſation; not- 
withſtanding which, your Intereſt lying 
+ oo tar at ſtake as it does, I will not rob' 


* 


th of the . pleaſure of hearing them. 


his is a ſatisfaction I ſhou'd be glad to 
Hactifice ro you, reply'd he, were it not 

- _- that your Eyes betray the Averſion you 
1 8.5 againſt me. My Reſpects forbids 
mne not to detain you any longer with an 

untiappy Man, who is inſupportable to 
you., Say rather, return'd ſhe, at parting, 

that what moſt torments you, is your 


CRUE. nn 
My Lady went away, and ſhe was not 
in the wrong. to imagine, that the Earl 
was very glad fo hear the Converſition 
berwixt the Duke and His Miſtreſs. He 
crept very ſoftly to te place where they 
were, he liſten d attentively, and ſeeing 
the Duke with one Knes upon the Ground 
at Emilia's Feet, he — het continue 


Ss * 


her Diſcourſe, which ſhe. had hegan be. 


43 fore. Before my Face, faid ſhe, harhar- 
| =: ous Man! under my very Eyes you have 
ip} - » made me ſee in yours all the marks of 
_ a violent Paſſion, as if you had never loy'd 
4: any thing but her. This haughty Rival 
ll | _ pretended to fall into a Swoon, for no o- 
x ther reaſon, than to enſnare you the 
deeper, and you acted without controul, 
| | and with a very ſlender regard to my Pre- 


1 


— 
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ſence. Juſt Heav'ns! Was I to be an eye. 
witneſs of what I wou'd have remain'd 


doubtful of all the Days of my Life? Your 
Surmizes, Madam, reply'd the Duke, 


wou'd perplex me, had I by my Conduct 
given any real occaſion for it. But I pro- 
teſt to you, Emilia, you have no teal rea- 
ſon of Complaint; I have ſhewn ſome 
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Compaſſion for a dying young Woman; 


wou'd you have me to have aſſiſted in 


choaking her; and to pleaſe your Humour, 


left her without, or beyond all hopes of 
Emilie, you ought to have confider'd the 
Trouble it would caufe in me; you ought 
to have fuppreſs'd my Jealouſie by a pro- 
cedure quite contrary to what you Id 3 


and you may be perſuaded, had you re- 


mod all cauſe of Complaint againſt you, 
Philadelphia ſhould not - have wanted any 


thing that was either convenient or neceſſa- 
ry. But here was the Touchſtone; you durſt 


not truſt any body elfe, becauſe you were 
willing to do every thing yourſelf; this 
was indeed the beſt way to revive her 
Colour in her Lips. Do you remember 
what proofs of a moſt render. Affection 
you ventur'd to give her? They were fo 
indifferent to me, ſaid he, that I have al- 
ready forgot them. Oh! perfidious Man, 


faid the, I know you only too well, and not- 


withſtanding all what I have ſeen, I will- 
rather blind my own Eyes, my Reaſon, 


my Reſentment, and flatter myſelf tnat 1 


am till very dear to you. You are fo, 
35 Hh my 
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my lovely Emilia, above every thing in 
the World, reply'd the Duke, and you 
7 be convinc's thereof by my Con- 
r 55 

The Converfation now riſing to ſo high a 
pitch of Tenderneſs, put the Earl of Az 

into ſuch a ferment, that he had certainly 
broke out into ſome outrageous Action, 
had it not been for the King's Preſence, 

who juſt then happen'd to pais by that 
way with Ney, being tfollow'd by the 

Pr. of Newburg, who leading my Eady-.—, 

it ſeem'd as if he ſpoke to her with more 

than ordinary Affiduity, and as if fhe 
hearken d to him with more Attention 
than is uſual betwixt Perſons of a few 

Hours Acquaintance. „ 


To ſpeak the Truth, never, was any 
Man in a more melancholy. and diſturbed 
Condition than the Earl of A——7. at 
that time. He heard on one fide the Con- 
verſation betwixt Exilia and the Duke of 
Monmouth; he ſaw on the other hand my 
Lady with a foreign Prince, and himſelf 
alone, overwhelm'd: with Jealouſie and 
Vexation. He could not endure to ſtay 
any longer in a place where it ſeem'd as 
if all that were there. were inſpir'd with 
nothing elſe but Love and Mirth, He left 
the Bowling Green, but paſſing through a 
very thick Wood, heard a Perſon fetch 
ſuch deep and violent Sighs, that it feem'd 
as it ſhe, chat ferch'd them, was breathing 
her laſt. The Earl being touch'd with 
Compaſſion, and refleQing, upon his own 
F Condition, 


; . Tas, 


V 
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Condition, thought he ſhould be well- 
pleas'd to, meet with one under the ſame 
Circumſtances, that they might bemoan 
their Misfortunes together, and prove 4 
Comfort to one another. So approaching 
to the place as ſoftly and near as he could, 


he heard her expreſs herſelf thus: O un- 
fortunate Woman ! that my Heart ſhould 


be engaged to ſo fickle and unconſtant a 


* 


Man! What can hope for in this fatal 


Inclination ? He loves Emilia, and I ſhall 
die for Grief. Here ſhe ſtopr, but Toon 


reaſſuming her former Diſcourſe , Is it 


poſſible, ſaid the, I ſhould flatter myſelf, 
and, that the Tenderneſs I have for him 


ſhould make more lively Impreſſions upon 


my Mind, than all thoſe Expreſſions 1 


heard him utter to my Rival. Oh! too 
fatal a Curioſity for the Repoſe of my 
Life! I ſhall pay very dear for it! I was 
under an uncertainty which afforded me 
ſome room for flattering myſelf; but now 
am beyond all doubt, and almoſt diſtracted 


for being undeceiv'd. ' .,:, - © 
The Earl of 4—— very well knew 
the Voice of Philadelphia, but would not 


come too near, for fear ſhe might have 


ſomebody or other with her. But hearing 


nobody ſpeak but her, without receiving 
any Anſwer, he ſoon imagin'd it was 
the violence of her Grief that made her 
break out into theſe Complaints. And ſo 
it provd, for coming nearer, he ſaw her 
alone, lying upon a green, Turf under a 


Tree; She hearing * turn d her 


2 Head, 


\ 
. * 
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x forely afraid he might have over heard 
her; ſhe began to reflec upon her own Im. 
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Head, and ſeeing him ſo near her, was 


prudence, to have thus reveal'd the Secret 


ot her Paſſion; and the Earl might eaſily 


gueſs at the preſenr Condition of her Hearr. 

Don't fear, Philadelphia, faid he, all 
the Tendernels you have for 2 Perſon 
whom I have ſo much reaſon to hate, 
ſhall never oblige me to betray your Frail- 
ty: 1 can hold my Tongue, and even 


compaſſionate your Misfortune. It would 
be confiderably epcreas'd, ſaid ſhe, if you 


ſhould go about to revenge yourſelf 


upon the Duke of Monmenth, ſince it 


muſt furniſh new matter of Frouble to 


me; and if you did, which I hope you 


will not, he would be little diſturbed there. 
at upon my account; he loves nobody but 
Emilio, and if he has told me ſome oblig- 
ing things. it was only to deceive me. 
And why, ſaid the Earl, ſhould you be ſo 
fond of him, it you know Aim to be ſuck 
a fickle Perſon? O! my Heart, that frail 
Heart of mine, faid ſhe , ſurrenderd 
without conſulting my Reaſon ; ; I found ] 
loy'd before I was aware of the Effects 
his Preſence and Converſatioh had pro- 
duc'd in me. But, my Lord, continu'd 


ſhe, the better to moderate my Grief, let 


me have this Comfort, to believe that 


you will forget all the Extravagances 
you heard me ſpeak. 


Reſt fatisfy'd upon my account, fair 
1 reply" he, I promiſe to keep 
your 


MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 


your Secret, and I am a Man of Honour : 


Bur I do declare to you, that, if yo are ſo 


frail, as not to deſiſt from loving him, I — 


He had ſcarce ſpoke theſe Words, but he 


ſaw him not above ten Paces diſtant. Hah ! 
What are you a doing here, ſaid the Duke 
of Monmouth, with a fierce Countenance, 

laying his Hand to his Sword ? The Earl 
of A——-2, without ſpeaking one word, 
fac'd about in a fighting Polture, and in 
ſpite of the reſpect due to the King's Pal- 


lace, the Quarrel would not have ended 


without a fatal Event, had not Ph:/adel- 
phia, with an unparellel'd Courage, thrown 
herſelf betwixt them; whilſt ſhe was con- 
juring them to reflect upon what they 


were going to do. The Duke of Buck- 
ingham, who was not far of, hearing a 
confus'd Noiſe of ſeveral Voices he knew 


very well, drew nearer, and ſaw what 
paſs'd. He intreated them in Tonjuncti- 
on with Philadelphia to deſiſt, and being 
an intimare Friend of the Duke, and the 
Earl's Uncle, urg'd the Matter ſo home 
betwixt them, that they engag'd, upon 
their Parole of Honour, not ro Fight till 
he had taken full Cognizance of the 
Matter. 3 

Philadelphia was going to retire: But 
the Duke of Monmouth intreated her moſt 
earneſtly to hear him for one moment. 
Tho' ſhe had all the reaſon in the world 
to refuſe him this Favour, yet find ing her- 
Telf not Miſtreſs of her own Curio fiery, 
ſhe ſtaid behind. Am not I, ſaid he, the 
1 Hh 3 moſt 
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moſt unfortenate of all Loyers? J love 
you, FlW/adz/pbia, but am not able to con. 
vines you of it. You believe Ea alone 


pollefſ:s-my Heart and you are angry upon 


that account, but without reaſon. Lou 
ought to conſider, that ff I am obliging 
to her, *ris becauſe] would not have her 
intermeddle with me, and for fear, leſt 
her jealous Temper ſhould create you ſome 
Trouble. Lou aft your Part too well 
to the Lite, reply'd ſhe, for one not to 
believe that there is a great deal of 
Truth in this Fiction. 1 am apt to per: 
ſuade myſelf, that you have ſotmne Incli- 
nations towards me, pecauſe' you make 
nothing (after the tate you love) of loving 
ſeveral at a time. But, my Lord, vou 
will find it a hard Task to make me forget 
thoſe diſobliging Words you Tpoke up- 


on my account ro Emha. I did not come 


there to dive into your Sentiments; nay, 
{ trcely confels, that as tar as it depends 
on me, Lwould never be undeceived ; that 
would be more to my Satisfaction. "For, 
when 1 heard you'ipeak thus, I was To 
far touch'd, that I had died upon the ſpot; 
had I not been referv'd for more durable 
Miſeries. O _ Philadelphia !, cry'd the 
Dake; how unjuſtly" do you deal with 
me? I and, notwithftanding theſe flatrer- 
ing Interyals, you are going to hate me; 
and of all my Misfortunes, this touches 
me in the moſt ſenſible Part. May it 
pleaſe Heavens! faid ſhe ſmiling, may it 
pleaſe Heavens! my Lord, you prove fin- 
VVVVVVVVVVVVV nee 3 Ny 
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cere for once in all your Life but this is 
2 thing I dae not fo much as expect; and 
as the prejudice l have conceived is ſtrong 
againſt you, you muſt not propoſe to your- 
ſelf to remove it in a ſhort time. Adieu, 
ſaid ſhe, I muſt' be gone, our Governeſs 
believes me to be very ill at this time. 1 
got from her under that Pretext, and told 
her T would go to Bed immediately; but 
happening to paſs through this Wood, 
Darkneſs, Solitude, and Troubles invited me 
lo far, as to ſtay here and vent my Grief, 
which IT had no power to reſiſt. I owe this 
to my good Fortune, ſays the Duke, en- 
deayouring to ſtop her, tis ſhe that has 
given me this opportunity of aſſuring you 
Lam yours only, and if you heard me 
ſpeak any Words contrary to this Truth, 
it was by way of Diſſimulation. I was 
never in an Intreague, reply'd Philadelphia; 
but am of opinion, ' rhar if one loves fin- 
cerely, one can't betray oneſelf to ſuch a 
degree as you did, and J diſpiſe ſuch Poli. 
ticks as make one diſown one's own Senti- 
ments, You are in the right, Madam, 
ſaid he haſtily, you ſhall not upbraid me 
long with that, I will gainfay all the 
Lyes I have told her; I will declare the 
Tenderneſs I have for you, if it raiſes a 
Diſcourſe, if Emilia grows Extravagant, 
you ..-... No, my Lord, no, don't do 
ſo, cry'd Philadelphia, 1 am fatisfy'd, 1 
will be perſuaded, take care of my Repu- 
tation, nothing is dearer to me in the 
World; and I declate, this is the only 
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ar, Courtſhip to Emilia, don't 
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ag prefer before you; go. 0 make 
atk to 

e but very ſeldom; don- t look out for 
Opportunities, Time and C onſtancy may 
perhaps repay you wich Uſury the Re. 
ſpect you ſhew me. Having aid theſe 
Words, ſhe went away. 
It was broad Day before 55 Duke 5 
Monmouth came back to the Prince of 
Newburg, whom he conducted Home 8 
and to hey parted. The Earl of 4 15 
more grieved than ever, was ſenſible. that 
it he he uld go home alone, he ſhould: be 
overwhelm” d wich a thouſand vexatious 
Reflex ions. He wanted one unto whom 
he might make his Complaints ; and as 
the Duke of Buck agham had been pretent 
at the lare/Quarret becwixt the Duke of 
Monmouth and himielt, he thoughc it 
better o go to his Lodgings than any 


other place He did nor ſtay Jong before 


the Duke came; tor being a Pcrlon-whq 
delighied much more in private Pleaſures 
than publick Feaſts, he contented himſelf 
with ltaying a little while, whilſt the 


| King entertain d the German Prince, and 


then went home. 

am overjoy d, ſaid he, to the Earl of | 
4 — , to ſee you here; methinks 
we have both occaſion. to meer; for, ac- 
cording to all appearance, you have ſuth- 
cent reaſon of Complaint, and Fam inclin'd 
to relate to you the molt diverting Ad- 


venture that ever you heard of, Thich 


happened to me. Our Condition is very 
7 | E 


different, ſaid the Earl; you have, cauſe 
to rejoice, but I ro bemoan myſelf. Which 


of us two ſhall ſpeak fift ? You ſhall, 


poor my Lord, ſaid the Duke, with an 
obliging Air; becauſe my Relation may 
ſerve in ſome meaſure to efface the grie- 
vous Idea's of yours. 5 
Never, ſaid the Earl, was poor Lover 
worſe uſed than myſelt ; Vex'd to the 
Heart 1 went to the Ball, with no other 
intention than to expoſtulate with Em/ias 
But ſhe ſhun'd me ſo dexterouſly, that 1 
could not come near enough to ſpeak to- 
her; and all the ſatisfaction I had, was 
to keep an eye upon her, and to prevent 
the Duke of Monmouth from entring into 
Converſation with her. But whilſt 1 
was thus buſied in interrupting them, 1 
caſt my Eyes upon my Lady —, and 
ſhe appear'd to me alone much hand- 
ſomer than all the other Ladies together, 


tho' her Dreſs was rather neat than mag. 
nificent, but attended with æ certain neg- 


ligent Air, which, in my opinion, became 
her extreamly well. I was under no ſmall 
Perplexity I could not leave my Seat 
without giving opportunity to the Duke 


of Monmouth of talking to her; and 1 
could not look upon my Lady with fo 


wiſhful an Eye and Countenance, withour 
an extream deſire to come nearer to her, 
and to tell her, that upon the firſt fayeu- 
rable Look, my Fire would be rekindled 
in my Heart, To be ſhort, I labour d 
under a ſtrange confuſion of Thoughts at 
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- Ms rimes, upon what reaſon I had to 


praiſe her, and to blame Emilia; and 
what. methods I fhould make uſe of, to 


ask pardon of one, and beſto the moſt 


| bitter Reproaches upon the other. Some- 


times I flatter d my felf with Hopes, 
ſometimes I run almoſt into Deſpair, 
when I conſider'd I had loſt” both my Mi- 
{irefles, and T curſed myfelf for my In- 
85 atirude' to one of them. Thus ſwal- 
Wed up in an Abyſs of different Thoughts. 
Ver Was my aim only upon her, tilt my 
glouſy conceiy'd a Rt Emilia, which 
ad been kept in ſuſpenſe by m Paſſion 
for my Lady , got new Strength, 

1d. cauſed me Freſh In uietudes, Yes, 

y L909, J found myſelf all on fire with 

Rage and Anger, when, after | Tome time, 

Ittitn'd my Head to fee where Emilia was, 


var i 10 160k. & long. enough, for ſhe 


and uke of M lonmouth were vaniſh'd, 
N Pong. Alſo new. . tet © Ailtraction in 

Lady and th rince. of Newbure, 
wh, both f in the 5 where the Bali 
a, bn. in the Bowling- -Gr n, Was con- 
tin ually at her. heels ; no Tooher had he 
"0 "dancing fe another Lady, but 
ould Teat imſelf a gain gert to her; 
metim s he would lie 40 her Feet, 'pre- 
e 9 did It, for the conveniency of 
Ine! 1 of the. Grals; Tometimes he 


900014 1040 1188 het With a Fan , he. 


p reſciited 60 ranges, and he affected 
2 eit 19 Paal before. Theſe 


Uttle Tr Triftes, w h an indifferent Perſon 


would 


3 » 


„„ edt So ogra er kd 
MtmMorks of the Engliſh Court. 
would not as much as have minded, ap- 
pear'd Hke monſtrous things (as you know. 
very well) in the eyes of a Lover; and 
what moſt of all vex'd me, was, that ſo 
often as I look d upan;her, ſhe affected to 
oblige the Prince with ſome gracious Air, 
more inſupportable to me, than if ſhe had 
ſtuck a Dagger into my Heart. 
Oh! my Lord, faid the Duke of Buc- 
kinobam A{miling , you are ſoon vex d. 
Don't interrupt me, I conjure you, ſaid 
the Karl, for I am willing to come to the 
period of the Relation, of my Frailries. 
tell you, being almoſt reduc'd to De- 
ſpair by her Coquetteries, I perceived, as 
{ told you before, that Emilia had given 
me the ſlip. Here again I was reduc d to 
no {mall Perplexity. T had a mind to 
follow Emilia, and at the ſame time in- 
clin'd to obſerve the Tranſactions betwixt 
my Lady and the foreign Prince. My 
Heart thus divided betwixt theſe two dif- 
ferent Intereſts, remain'd undetermin d 
what to chuſe : At laft it carry'd it for 
Emilia. But whilſt T was ſtill in ſearch 
after her, I eſpy'd my Lady -— alone 
coming the ſame way; and without Pre- 
ſumption I am apt to believe. ſhe came 
thither to look for me, This Reflexiog 
cauſed in me a certain ſecret Satisfaction, 
which I durſt not diſcover till I might be 
_ Tarisfied in her Sentiments concerning me. 
I diſcover'd'mine to her, but found her 
verſe and very ſatyrical; and after ha. 
ving made me to ſuffer a thouſand Re. 
** „ proaches, 
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proaches, ſhe left me abruptly. ' I was 
almoſt beyond myſelt at ſo unlucky an 
Ad venture; but inſtead of following her, 
I was very attentive in overhearing the 
inconſtant Emilia. Oh! what did ſhe. 
; not fay to the Duke of Monmouth? 
Y Ther Corverſarion was partly Reproaches, 
4 _ _ » partly tender Expreſſions intermix'd with 
> Fears z and in the concluſion, they gave 
one another freſh aſſurances of a violent 
ECG. ion ect 
Tou ad there but a very melancholy 
Part, my dear Nephew, cry'd the Duke 
ol Buckingham, I was going to act a 
Tragedy, reply'd the Earl, and to ſeek 
or the Satistaction deny'd me by Love ; 
In my Revenge, I was Jul going, faid I 
to enter the Arbor where they had hic 
themſelves, when the King, with New, 
attended by many of the Court, happen- 
ing to pals that way, I found it no ſea- 
ſonable time to commit Extravagances : 
So leaving the place that had provd fo 
fatal to my Repoſe, I reſolv d to find out 
another more ſuitable to my preſent con 
dition, and then it was I heard Philades 
ine We. 1. 
Prawn thither by her Lamentations 
and. bitter Complaints, I came as near as 
I welt could; I heard all the ſaid for 
ſome time, and I declare to you, whether 
it were out of Compaſſion, or out of Re⸗ 
. venge; or out of Inelination, it being na- 
. [+ tural to love what ſeems aimable to us, 
1 1 was; ſenſibly touched with her Grief, 
BEE 5 5 3 HOES OP AE fo EDO RODEN an 


476. _ MEmorks of the Engliſh Court. 2 


F 


{ E - 


{ 


and could willingly have ſupplanted the 
the Duke of Maunouth. I told her of 
his Inconſtancy, and the unfortunate Con- 
ſequences ſhe muſt expecł from ſuch an 
Engagement which would prove fatal to 
her Kepoſe : I repreſented to her his fic- 
kle Temper ; and began inſenſibly to 
infinuate my felt into that Diſcourſe, 


when chance brought him ſo near us, as 


to overhear part of what we ſaid ; we 
were going to decide our Quarrel when 
you came and prevented us. 

I praiſe Heavens for it, my Lord, ſaid 
the Duke of Buckingham, I ſhould have 
run diſtracted for your fake, and the Con- 
ſequences that would have attended it. 
The King, exaſperated by an Action 
which ſhew'd ſo much want of Reſpe& 
to his Perſon, would perhaps have made 
you pay dear for this Extravagancy. One 
muſt not ar all times follow one's ſplene- 
tick Inclinations, and this is not the firſt 
time you have had the unfortunate Tem- 
ptation of drawing your Sword againſt 
the Duke of Monmouth. . You may tell 
me, it was a Misfortune to draw my 


Sword in the Royal Palace ; but for the 


reſt, I think it an honour for the Duke 
to meaſure his Sword with me. Let us 
not differ upon the point, ſaid the Duke 
of Buckingham; you know that I, being 


more advanced in Years than you, and the 


Uncle of your Wife, have 2 fair pre- 
tence to talk to you, both as to my Friend, 


and as my Relation. You honour me 


very 
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© yery much in ſo doing, reply'd the Earl, 
and in looking upon me under that Quali. 
cation; but I am perſuaded alſo, that 
„ you take me to be the moſt unfortunate 
of Mankind. Without dilpute, Taid the 
Duke; and I never ſaw any Intreaguss 
go on ſo unſucceſsful as yours: Vu 
would be happy it you could lay them 
afſde. Nothing but time, reply'd he, 
can clear my Head of theſe Chimera's, 
wherewith it is poſſeſs d all over. I in- 
tend to go into Ireland to my Father, I 
will forget my Lady, I will deteſt Ei. 
"= and I will not remember Phz/adet- 
1d. „„ | 
7 The Duke fell a laughing: A Lover 
whoſe Heart is ſo much divided as yours, 
need not ive himſelf by flight; if you 
love in two. of three places, tis no more 


- than playing ; and Coquertry has a grea- 
ter ſhare in it than real Paſſion. What do 
you ſay, cry'd the Earl of 4 — 22 
What do you mean? I am. ſenfible I 
was born for Love, and where-ever my 
£4 | Heart fixes, it engages too far for its own 
2 „ Repoſe. But, continn'd he, after having 
1 abuſed your Patience, in giving you an 
2 account of my Diſaſters, pray tell me 
11 what it is that makes you look with ſo 
bY _ chearful-a Countenance?  . —_ . -.- 
14 Tou remember, ſaid the Duke, the Bil- 


let of the Counteſs, which was brought 
me at my Lord of S. A/bans's Houſe.” I 
left you both not without a great deal of 
regret ; I ſhut myſelf up in my Cloſe, | 
and 


Ebery thing ſeems #0 prove colttrary to 
the defire I have of ſeeing vou: I flatter'd 
myſelf. that Eſther might der Heere 
enough to convey me out of my Houſe 
without being ſeen ; but all her Contrivance 
can't come up to that of my jealous Huf 
band : He watches me more carefully than 
if I were'a Priſoner of State, guilty of 
ſeme capital Crime, for whom he was to 
be reſponſible. I declare to you T am al. 
moſt deſperate, I fear every thing, and 
hope for little; my only Comfort under 
theſe Migfortunes, is, that ] believe vc 
are ſenſible of them, and that you will 
7886 nothing that may put an end to 
hem. . . > 
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and I order the ſame Valet de Chambre * i 
that brought the Coumeſs's Billet, to let ; ' 
no body come to me, except herſelf, or 5 
any Meſſenger from her. It began to be 9 
late, J was told the King wanted to {peak 4 
with me; but being reſolv'd not to ftix ll 
abroad, word was fent I was not at home. 1 
You are ſenſible with what impatience 1 
one expects what one loves; without the ? 
feaſt exaggeration, every Hour ſeem'd to 1 
me a Day. At laſt comes a Man into my 1 
Cloſer, dreſs'd like a Meſſenger, with an . 1 
Engliſb Cap on his Head pull'd over his 4 
Face, booted and ſpur d, and a Whip in 1 
his Hand, who preſented to me a Letter - | 
from the. Counteſs, which I] am going to — 9 
read to 6. ö | 1 
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| The reading of this Billet cauſed me 

Abundance ot Vexation ; I found my ſelf 
 Fruſttared of a Pleaſure wherewith I had 
flatter'd ny felt; ard 1 fear that in en. 

_ deavouting, to do a piece of Service to the 
Countels egainſt her Husband, it would 
make ſuch a, Noiſe. at Court, as might 
compleat her, Ruin: 5. was zuminating 
upon theſe Matters, and the Meſſenger ſtaid 
all this while; Ar laft I askK'd him, whe. 
ther he would undertake to deliver my 


. —— — — — 2 
OT OT 2 e * — 8 


=} Anſwer to the lame. Fang es had gl 
ven him the Letter? He faid, No; and 
8 that he was going into Wales to carry 
bo . ſome Diſpatches from the King. Well, 
1 Friend, ſaid I, go where you will, and ſo 


„ . | 1 k © ale DRE , 
gave him ſome Guineas for his Reward. 


vw | He went to the Door, but as he was pul 
= ling off his Cap to take his leave, L per. 
_<=z ceivd a Head of Hair, Which being of 
_ _ the fineſt Colour in the world, ſpread all 
. over the Shoulders down to the Knees, 
= The pretended Meſſenger throwing them 

1 aſide, diſcoverd a little Hand whiter 


than Snow, and a moſt charming Face. 
Why ſhould I amuſe you any longer? Don't 

you gueſs, my Lord, it was the Coun- 

teſs. I muſt conteſs the pleaſure of the 
Surprize was no {mall add; 


ition to tat of 


ilieeing her. I made her ſenſible of my 
ww. Satisfaction by ſuch lively Expreſſions, 
wt but ſo diſorderly withal, that my Diſtur- 
Wo bance ſufficiently diſcover'd to her the 


preſent ſtate of my Heart. Her Preſence 
had wip'd out all the remembrance of 
= ” 


my Reſentment, I thought no more of 
thoſe Reproaches I intended to have made 
to her; ſhe herſelf was the fitſt that en- 
tred upen the point of my laſt ill Recep- 
tion: She told me, her miſtruſtful and 
ſealous Husband had ſhut himſelf up in a 
4 Cloſer adjoining to the Room, where he 

could hear and ſee, without being ſeen, 
all ſhe ſaid or did. Would you, con- 
tinu'd ſhe, have me expoſe you to the 
Fury of a Madman, who might have ta- 
ken the opportunity of being too hard for 
you and me, under pretence of finding 
you in diſguiſe in his Houſe? Nobody is 
0 EOF: but he muſt give way to great 
WE: | 
L aſſure you, theſe are the Reaſons that 
| obligd me to put Bounds to my Inclina- 
tions: I durſt not turn my Eyes towards 
you, I trembled when I ſpoke to you, I 
was afraid leſt he ſhould diſcover you, 
and I choſe rather to appear cold, un- 
grateful and ſcornful, than to ſee you 


And my Husband a quarrelling. Tis not 


for the care you have taken of me I re- 


turn you Thanks, ſaid I, my dear lovely 


Counteſs, for I dare venture to ſay, your 
Husband will confider of it twice before 
he attacks me once; but ſtand highly 
indebted to you in reſpect of yourlelt ; 
and you may reſt aſſured, I am a thou- 
ſand times more ſenſible of it, than what 
relates immediately to my ſelf. 1 
She told me afterwards, that in order 
o get out of the * ſhe was obliged 
: f to 
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to diſguiſe herſelf under the Drefs I ſaw 
Her; and what was moſt diverting, was, 
that ſhe had got a Pacquet of Letters 
brought and directed ro him, to deliver 
to him in caſe he ſhould meet her; and 
that nothing could have happen'd more 
luckily, becauſe he came home the fame 
Moment with my Lord Grey when ſhe 
went out; that without the leaſt concern 
ſhe met him and gave him the Pacquet, 
and ſo went her ways. Tou get off very 
fortunately, ſail I; but, good God! what 
meatures have you taken to get home a- 
gain without trouble? 1 don't queſtion 
it, reply'd the ; Eber is to pretend I am 
not well, and afleep, to prevent the Earl 
from coming into my. Chamber. Alas 
Madam, added I, is that all ? 1am afraid 
you'll pay dearly for the pleafure of this 
 Vifir. Would you: have me to leave you 
longer in a Miſtake, which muſt needs 
Have exaſperated you againſt me? I would 
rather have any thing, ſaid I, interrupt- 
ing her, nay even Death itſelf, than ſee 
95 expos'd ro the leaſt Danger. My 
.ord, cry'd ſhe, don't diſturb the Sweets 
of our Paſſion with needleſs Forefights, 
let ir happen as Heaven thinks fit; but 
let us nor deſpair of our good Fortune. 
Her Reſolution ſeem'd to me as convin- 
cing a Proof of her Tenderneſs, as m 
Fearfulneſs ought to be to her of my Paſ- 
fion. However, 1 obey'd her Orders, and 
aid not touch upon any thing that might 
Silturb her good Diſpofirion, I affute 
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you, my Lord, ſuch a Reconciliation has 
ſomething of extraordinary Sweetneſs in 
ir for a ſenſible Heart; and that theſe 
Hours, which ſeem'd ſo long to me whilſt 
was expecting her coming, appear'd ve- 


ry ſhort in her Company; ber Preſence. 
heaPd up all the Wounds of Jealouſy, 1 
temembred no more what Paſſion the King, 


the D. of Monmouth, and my Lord —— 
had once for her. She told me a thouſand 
times, I was the only Man ſhe thought 


worthy her Eſteem; and I find too much 


ſatisfaction in believing her, to trouble 
my head with any thing that might per- 
ſuade me to the contrary, At laſt, the 
parting Hour being come, we took our 
leaves at Day-break ; and to allay my 
Fear, I pray'd her to put a Ribbon out ot 
the Window as a token that ſhe got ſafe 
home. I peſs'd by ſoon after that way, 
and ſeeing the Ribbon; was better farif- 
fied than the greateſt Man in the world, 


and thence went to the Park to ſee part 


of the Feaſt. | | | „„ 
This is the preſent ſtate of my Affairs. 
You may conclude from thence, that 
things are never reduced to ſo deſperate a 
condition betwixt a Lover and his Miſtreſs, 
but that they may take a happy turn a- 
gain. I have ſworn bitterly at my Lord 
S. Albans, that I would never ſee her a. 


gain as long as I lived; you are a witneſs 


ro what a degree of Spite and Anger 1 


had raiſed my Thoughts, and how often 


{ have reproach'd myſelt. Good God ». 
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| is it pollible one ſhould commit a groſſer 
Error than this? I have ſhewn you her 

5 Letters, I have told you things which 
| oughr to hare been buried in everlaſting 
Silence; I am only too happy to have 
done theſe things before 1wo Men who 
can keep à Secret. What muſt have be. 
come ot me by this time, had I put my 
Contidence in Men of a ſuſpected Faith ? 
In tuch a cafe, the Repurarion.of the Coun- 
tels muſt ſuffer for my extravagant Sur- 
miſes. Learn to be wiſer, by my Exam- 
ple, continu'd he, with a very ſexious 
| Countenance, and take this tor a conſtant 
' Rule, that a gallant Man ought at no 
time, nor upon any account whatever; io 
revile a Lady, whether ſhe has given him 
orcation of Satisfaction or Complaint. 
You talk at your own pleaſure, my Lord 
Duke, cty'd the Earl of A———7: But 
your Condition and mine being ſo diffe- 
rent, | am not ſurprized our Opinions 
ſhould, be fo too. You have all the rea- 
{on to be ſatisfied, and Ito complain. It 
you have a mind to revive your Intreague 
with my Eady, added the Duke, and will 
leave the management of that Matter to 
me, 1 am much miſtaken if I don't bring 
her back. I can ſcarce believe it, reply'd 
the Earl; ſhe has only too much reaſon 
of Complaint againſt me; and when ! 
1 | call to mind what harſh Treatment fhe 
= had from me, (believing that I fpoke to 
48 Emilia) 1 don't wonder to fee her treat me 
43 „ like 2 Stranger. Add to this, what the 
1 Prince 
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Prince of Newburg does to gain her good 


| will, and the abliging way wherewith the 
" receives his Addreſſes. If this Prince was 


to ſtay long in London, continu'd the Duke, 
I would not {wear for her, but that ſhe 
might be for a change; and that, were it 
only for the pleaſure of a complear Re. 
venge, ſhe might fer you aide, and put 
the Prince in your place; bur at the worlt 
this would prove only an Intreague of a 
few Weeks, which muſt end in trouble, 
the natural conſequence of abſence. She 
has loved you, and I'm fure ſhe does not 
hate you. Once more, will you have me 
try for a Compoſjrion betwixt you? The 
Earl pauſed a while, but at laſt defired 
him to act in it with the ſame application 
as if it were for himſelt. 
The King having raken a reſolution to 
go to Hampton Court, and to take the 
Prince of Newbarg along with him, in 
order to divert him there with a Ball, the 
next day every thing was got in readineſs 
to carry the Court thither by Water. The 
Barges were cover'd with Perſtan Carpets, 
the ground-work of Gold, and hung with 
brocaded Tapeſtries of Roſe colour and 
Silk. Towards the Evening, the Court 
having taken their reipettive Places in 
the Barges, you {aw them go forward by 


the help of Oars upon that {ſpacious Ri. 


ver the Thames, which is perhaps the 
handfomeſt in the World. Lou heard the 
Air reſound with a molt agreetble Sym. 
phony of Trumpets, Kerrel-Drums, Flutes, 
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486 MEMOITRS of the Engliſh Court. 
Violins, Voices, Theorbes and Clave. 
Cymbals. Theſe different Inſtruments | 
produc'd difterent Chorus's, which play'd 
every one in their turn; and the Con- 
fort was fo well contriv'd, that no- 
thing could be more pleaſing or enticing 
in the World. The foreign Prince ad- 
mir'd the Beauty of London, vrhere all 
the great Houſes, ſtanding on the River. 
fide, are adorn'd with Balcones, and at that 
time were fill'd with handſom Ladies,who 
came to ſee the King in this Pomp, and 
to hear the warlike Sound of the Kettel. 
Drums, or the ſweet Harmony of the 
Violins.” London affords the fineſt Pro. 
ſpect that can he imagind from the River 
Thames, and I queſtion whether any other 
comes near it among all the other Cities 
of Europe. CCC 
The Duke of Monmouth having taken 
notice that the Ptince of Newburg ads 
areſs'd himſelf more frequently to my 
Lady than to any of the other La- 
dies at Court, manag'd the matter fo 
25 to place him next to her. And as ſhe 
was of opinion, that if any thing could recal 
the Earl of A 77, it would be a point 
of Jealcuſie, which often brings back the 
fugitive Lover, and revives the Heart, ſo ſhe 
affected to have no other regard but for 
rhe Prince, and to hear him with atten- 
tion, as if ſhe was pleaſed and ſenſible of 
what he faid to her. He, on his part, 
omirted nothing to make her accept of 
the Gallantries he told her, and he was 
Wo” +7 deſerving 
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deſerving enough to flatter himſelf he 
ſhould not meer with a Repulſe; Won't 
you think me too bold, Magam, faid he; 
if I take this opportunity to give you to 
underſtand the progreſs you have made in 
my Heart? I know I ought to endeavour 
to gain your Inclinations by my Aſſiduity 
and Services, and to convince you of mine 
before I ſpeak of them to you; but that 
little Time I have to ſtay in this Court 
being too ſhort to hope for ſucceſs that 
way, I muſt, Madam, conjure you to 
ſhorten my Pain, and to accept of the Of. 
fer I make you of a Heart which has not 
as yet receiv'd ſuch lively Impreflions as 
yours. It would be highly glorious for 
mie, ſaid ſhe, if I could flatter myſelf in. 
to a belief that you tell me the truth; 
who can aſſure me of that Point? Man. 
kind make not the leaſt ſcruple of impo- 
12 upon Ladies; and we know, by long 
xperience, how dangerous you are; they 
make it their buſineſs to enſnare them, 
whilſt they keep out of the Trap. Oh! 
Madam, what is it you fay ? ſaid the 
Prince, interrupting her. Is it poſhble 
you ſhoyld imagine that one would cover - 
to be beloved only, and that by ſo aima- 
ble a Perſon as you are? Vou ſee tis I that 
makes the beginning, and I ſhould not fail 
to make the concluſion, were I Maſter 
of my Deſtiny, ſo as to ſtay with you as 
long as I would. Alas ! why were you 
not born in my Country ? or, why mult I 
leave yours? Don't diſturb yourſelf upon 
fab 1 8 I 14 8 that 
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that ſcores ſaid ſhe, I don't deſerve your 


care, and you would perhaps. be unhap- 


py ik you ſhould engage too far upon 


my account. For God's lake, cry'd he, 
pray tell me the reaſon. The reaſon is, 


| becauſe among my Friends I am always of 
a ſweet, even Temper, and in a good Hu- 


mour ; but to thoſe who pretend to more, 
1 am focliſh, capricious and tyrannical ; 


I confider them no. otherwiſe than my 
Slaves ; T have not the leaſt complaifance 


for them : J defy them and m my and 
1t I find the leaſt. favourable Inclination 
tor them, I baniſh them for ever. I am 
contented. with all this, faid rhe Prihce; 


only give me leave to ſerve you, and to 
endeavour all means to pleaſe you; per- 


haps ſome more benign Star than that 


which is predominant over thoſe unfortu- 
nate Wretches you treat thus cruelly, may 


alter the caſe in my behalf. This is 4 
ſtretch of Vanity, faid my Lady, nor T ups 
becoming a Sovereign Prince. Well 

Sir, ſerve. me, I accept of you br big 


Knight. And 1 you for my Lady, reply'd 


he, with a merry Countevance ; and turn: 
ing his Head, repeated with an indiffe- 
rent loud Voice that Verſe out of the 


French Tragedy of Cd * 


Bee you Nayarcales, Moors td Catlin, 


T a #® + 


The Duke of Buckingham, and the Fall 
of 4, who ſat next to one another, 
were at too 0 great a diſtance from the 

Find 


Prince and my Lady to hear their Conver- 


lation, hut could nor miſs of hearing theſe 
lat Words, both of them underſtanding. 


French very well, The Earl told the Duke, 
we need nor doubt but that this young 


Prince intends to bid ' defiance to all my 


Ladies Lovers; had I no other Reflexion 
to make than what relates to my Courage, 
I ſhould ſoon appear in the Lift of them, 
and make him know, that he is not the 
Cid of England. What a fine pretence 
you have found out of picking a Quarrel, 
reply'd the Duke; would you bave a Lover, 
in the beginning of his Pagion, talk like 

Men who have their Reaſon and true Sen- 


ſes about them? Be not unsaſie, I will take 


* 
— 


care of, your Intereſt, and you ſhall have 
no reaſon to be diffatisfy*d- Whilſt they 
were talking together, Welly, who was in 


the ſame Barge, had found out Matter of 


Divertiſement for the Ladies and Gentle: 
men; and among the reſt, one which oc. 
caſioned a. great deal of Mirth. She de- 
fird the King to ſtop a little upon the 
Water, the berter to enjoy. rhe benefit of 
the fair Seaſon and the meladious Har- 
mony of Mufick. She then cauſed to be 
brought forth ſome Angling Rods, with 
filk Lines, the Hooks of Gold. The 
King went to Angling with ſeveral others, 
but could catch nothing,” whereat the 


_F 


Ladies laught very heartily, and the King 


told them he would Angle no longer; ard 


ſo pulling up his Line, found half a dozen 
of try'd. Sme/ts ty'd to the Hook _ : 


vw 
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filk Thread. He fell 4 laughin ng aloud, 
and fo did every body elſe. elly told 
him, that ſo great a King ſhould have 
ſomethin 15 peculiar above the reſt; that 
poor Fiſhermen catch Fifth alive, but 
his were ready dreſsd. The Prince of 
Newburg told them, that fix being not 
enough, he would try whether he could 
take two or three more to the King's 
Fiſh. He threw his Line, and feeling it 
weighty, O Sire! ſaid he, we ſhall live mer- 
rily; and ſo pulling it up, found 2 Purſe ty'd 
to the Hook. which, being open'd, there 
was in it a golden Caſe ſet with Stones, and 
the Picture of my Lady ——.. This 
occaſion d a rx, Mirth, and the King, 
who was ignorant that Nelly had order d 
ſome Divers to tie the Fiſh and Picture 
to the Hooks, was above all extreamly de 
75 wu it. Cleopatra, ſaid 12 to 

Nelly, caus'd a Sardine to be ty d to Mark 
Anthory s Hook, but you exceed her in 
your Contrivance, for you beſtow Pictures, 
Which are much more acceptable. Theſe 
are Preſents, aid my Lady, (fomewha 

concern'd) which coſt her nothing. She 
Tent this Moffling to my Houſe, to tell 
ps that ſhe being inclin'd to have her 
ictute drawn, ſhe deſir'd I would ſend 
her mine, becauſe ſhe would take a view 
of the Drapery. You ſee, Sir, to what 
uſe ſhe has put it. Nothir could hap- 
en more agreeable to me, ſaid the Prince; ; 
know not, ſaid he, ne himſelf Q 
Nag how to pay you . ki ſpects ſuf- 
- ficiently. 
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ficiently. 1 ſhould be very glad to merit 
your Acknowledgments,anſwer'd ſhe ; but 
you thank me for a good Office I had no 
hand in. I believe theſe were the Najades 
of the Thames, who perform'd this act of 
Gallantry on purpoſe to oblige you, and 
it my Lady has an inclination to ſee her 
Picture this Night, L have it at home, 
and will ſend for it. i 

Whilſt every one was enjoying the 
Sweets of an agreeable Converſation, the 
Earl of  4——-7 was the only Perſon who 
appear'd extreamly Melancholy. He could 
not, without much diſſatisfaction, ſee the 
Prince of Newburg to take this opportuni- 


ty of telling a thouſand pretry Things to 1 


my Lady; and his Fancy, which was very 


ingenious in tormenting him, ſuggeſted 


that ſhe had combin'd with Nelly to con- 
vey, by this means, her Picture to the 
Prince; and tho* he heard her tell him 
very ſeriouſly, that ſhe defir'd he mould 


reſtore it to her immediately, he look d 


upon it only as a faint; his Jealouſie ha- 
ving rekindled a more violent Fire in his 
Heart, than all her Tenderneſs and Caraſ- 
ſes could do before. The Duke of Buc- 
&ingham,who read his. Troubles in his Eyes, 
would not leave him alone to his ſad 
Reflexions, but check'd and told him, 
with a low Voice; do you ſee how care- 
faul I am of you, poor diſturb'd confound- 
ed Lover; you don't as much as look at 
Emilia, ſhe has talk d above a quarter of 


"aa # l Out 


an Hour tothe Duke of Monmouth, with 
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out your taking the leaſt notice of it. 
Oo my Lord, ſaid the Earl, tis not worth 
one's while, he is an inconfiderable. un- 
conſtant Woman, more fit to act her part 
in a Play, than to engage 2 Man of Ho- 
nour; I affure you I am quite clear of her, 
and am vex'd at the Frailties I haye been 


: guilty of upon her account. 


The Barges went forward with an <aſ ie 
Pace towards Hawpton-Court ; when on a 


| ſudden they were futprized with the ſight 


of two others, exceeding all the reſt in 
Magnificence beſides that, their manner 
of appearance had in it ſomething peculiar 
to raiſe one s Curiofity. The fir E the 
two was full of hand ſom well ſhapd Men 
dreſs d like the Antick Knights, as we ſee 


chem {till painted now /a-days 3" in the 


midſt of them you ſaw one in the ſame 


Habit, but in Armour, Capapie his Squire 


ſtanding by him, and holding his Helmet, 
adorn'd with white Feathers. Upon a 
rich Pacillion of Green and Gold, you ſaw 
the Picture of a Lady, placd upon a Pe- 
deſtal, ſupported by Love, molt curiouſly 
Engraven. In the other Barge appear d 
not wi but Ladies attired like Nymphs, 
eir Quivers hangivg upon their 
Backs and their Arrows in their Hands. 
Lady, repreſenting Diana, had the pre. 


. above all the reſt, as well by 
reaſon of the richneſs of her Cloaths an 
283 as by her Age; it heing certain, 


at never was ſo aged a Diana ſeen be- 
7958 however, ſhe had certain ruins of 
Beauty, 
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Beauty, which were more valuable than 

all her Attire. The King, and thoſe that 
attended him, Toon Giſcover'd him who 

was in Armour in the firft Barge to be 
the Duke of — and "the Ladßß, Heres 
who repreſented the chaſt Diana, to be 
his Wife. But the Prince of Neuburg, 
who knew nothing of them, took them 
for a Band of Players, that were going to 
act ar ſome place or other near London, 
till the Duke of Mozmouth undeceived 
him. Do you ſee, fiid he, theſe Perſons, 
they have ſomething very peculiar in them, 
perhaps beyond any in the World. Him 
whom you fee there in the midſt of the 
other Gentlemen, is the Duke of ———, 
one of the greateſt Lords in England, be- 
ing Maſter of an Eſtate of Twenty five 
thouſand Pounds a Year; and as there 


are many other Lords of great Eſtates, — 
who love to bs independent, they take 1 
the leaſt occaſion of Complaint to retire 1 
from Court into the Country, where they 3 
lead an eafie Life. This Duke has a moſt 1 
magnificent Seat in the North, ſeated in p 
the midſt of Woods and Rivers, and of a 1 
very difficult acceſs. This Solitude has | 
engaged both my Lord and my Lady to iN 
reading to ſuch an excels, that they ſpend 1 
Day and Night in it; and being but lit- 4 
tle acquainted with the true choice of 1 iN 
Books, they are fall'n upon the reading | 4 


of Romances, and the Adventures of 
Knight's Errant ; thefe being things which | 
only luit - their Pallates, and that to ad- 

. 2 miration-. | 
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mitation. Not only this, but they have 
taken a fancy to imitate them, and to act 
in their Country ſome of thoſe marvelous 
things, which the Amadis's and Knights. 
Errant perform'd 1211 parts of the World. 
Is it poſſible it ſhould be as you tell me ? 
cry d the Prince of Newburg. If you que- 
{tion ir, continu'd he, you may he fatisty'd 
in it by, the whole Court, and by the 
Duke of —— — himſelf, who marry'@ 
his Daughter. There needs no farther 
confirmation than your Word, my Lord, 
ſaid the young Prince; and befides this, I 
need -only conſult my own Eyes, it being 
not very natural to appear in ſuch a Dreſs 
without {ome extraordinary reaſon. My 
Lady ——, ſaid the Duke, will ſome - 
times diſguiſe herſelf like an Amazon; ſhe 
Tides on. Horſeback, attended by nine 
young Ladies. of good Families, but with- 
out Fortunes: Theſe ſhe takes under her 
Care, with a great deabof plcaſure, and 
ſees them ſettld in the World, provided 
they will comply to ſhate with Rer 11 
theſe Romantic Fancies: The Duke acts 
the Knight-Errant, he meets his Lady a- 
broad a Hunting, or perhaps taking her 
reſt in a Wood near ſome murmuring 
Brook ; he falls in love with her, and 
makes his truſty Squire his Confident. 
She, on her part, being an Heireſs of the 
Inviſible Ile, or of ſome Enchanted Pa- 
lace, or repreſenting Armide or Medea, is 
charm'd with the goodly Mien of the love- 
Ty Stranger; and notwithſtanding the” is 
engag d 
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engag'd already to a neighbouring Prince 
of great Renown, being of the Stature 
of a Giant, ſhe declares to her Nurſe. ſhe 
will marry nobody elſe but the Knjghr of 
the Wood. Theſe Preliminaries of Love 

are follow'd by all manner of Gallantties, 1 
or to ſpeak properly, by all the Extrava- Es 
zances that can be imagin'd, ſuch as Feaſts, _ 

ombats, and a thoutand other Imperti- 
nences; and rhe whole concludes with 
the Nuprials of this noble Pair, 

This Ceremony is no ſooner over, but 
they torment their Brains to ſet up an- 
other fictitious Story; they are provided 
with Actors for that purpoſe, richly attir- 
ed, and all other Neceſſaries, for they 

Fre excefſive Rich, ſpending but little, 
but what they beſtow upon ſuch like Fop- 
peries. I can't be rir'd with hearing your 
Relation, my Lord, ſaid/ the Duke of 
Newburg and a ſmall matter would incline 
me to go to viſit them at their Seat, to 
become a SpeQator of one of the pureſt 
diverting Comedies that a Man can well 
ſee. Before they had : phat finiſh'd their 
Diſcourſe, they ſaw a Boat coming from 
the Duke's Barge, in which was his 'Squire 
and two Watermen. The King having 
ſtopt his own Barge, they drew near to 

it, and the Squire began thus: Sire, the 

Duke of „my Maſter, offers his 
moſt humble and profound Services to 
your Royal Majeſty, and ſalutes the 
whole illuſtrious Company that attends 
vou; he defires to know, whether ther 
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= is amenęſt them all, a Knight, who will 
25 wMaintäain that his Lady is 2 more exqui- 
fte Beauty than ſhe whoſe Picture you 
fee there: upon that Ron Pavillion ? 
And under your Majeſty's good leave, 1 
will condatt him ſafely tomy Lord Duke, 
that they may make trial in the open Field 
8 Which of them two is moſt. capable © 
7 maintaining the Beauty of her he loves. 
/  In\fpite of all the Gravity the King had 
Aftfected, during this Harangue, he could 
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Wl not forbear laughing two or three times; 
15 but foon reaſſuming his ſerious Air, go 
11 tell, your Maſter, laid he, tis impoſlible 
14 | to diſcover the Lineaments of the Picture 
| „ he ſo, much. boaſts of, at ſuch a diſtance, 
16 5 | that he muſt fend it to us, that we may 
= be able to judge whether he is in the 
1 light or not, and that then he ſhall have 


his Anſwer. The Squire hereupon, pulls 
out of his Pocket 4 PiQure, telling the 
King, this was the Copy of the fair Ori. 
LL _ ginal which his Maſter adored. There 
| Was ſcarce any body there but what knew 
it to be the Picture of the old Dutcheſs, 
painted in a Shepherdeſs's Habit, with a 
Garland of Flowers about her Temples, 
Iuch as we commonly ſee Aſtrea preſented 
by the Painters. The King could not for- 
Pear laughing aloud at the fight thereof, 
and the *Squire. would have done the ſame, 
but that he durſt not. This Lady is too 
beautiful, ſaid the King, for any one to 
pretend to diſpute the precedency with 
her; 1 am ure every one here will ſub- 
A mit · 
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mit; Not at fo eaſie a rate, ſaid the 
Prince of Aewburg;, I have a mind, 
Sire, to maintain the Beauty of this Lady, 
Whereof I here ſhew you the Picture, and 
whoſe Knight I declare myſelf to be; he 
produced thar of my Lady and 
comparing it with the other; Your Maje- 
ſty hall judge, continued he, which of 
theſe has the molt Perfections. That ot 
the Shepherdeſs, cry'd the King; Prince, 
upon this occaſion, Juſtice muff prevail a- 
boye Favour ; and as you have a bad Cauſe, 
my Judgment is, you muſt on you are | 
in the wrong at preſent, and that nothing 
but a blind Prejudice can be alledg'd in 
your behalf. The Squire departed, to 
give an account to his Maffer of his good 
Succeſs, Never was any Man better 
pleas'd, he ran and told it the Dutcheſs, 
who conceived ſo much Joy thereat, that 
ſhe was not her own Miſtreſs, nor could 
contain herſelf within the botnds of. a 
Decorum; bur as her Barge pats'd by that 
of the King's, ſhe ſtood as upright as a 
Dart, being ſo fully perſuaded of : her ha. f 
ving got the better of all the Ladies that H 
were there preſent, that ſhe. afforded 
ſufficient matrer of Mirth to the Court, © 
for that time. „„ 0 
You muſt underſtand, ſaid the Duke of 4 
Buckingham to the Prince of Newburg, that N 
no Woman in the World takes more pains 9 
to preſerve her Beauty, than this Lady + i" 
you have ſeen jJult now; an Empirick, no 4 
tels extravagant than _— had es" 43 
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ed her to have a Man well fatten'd, and 


afterwards to deſtil him, the Water 
whereof, he told her, would: revive her 


Louth more effectually than the Fountain 


of Touth. She not queſtioning, but that 
the Secret muſt be good; becauſe it was 
rare, found means-to get a young Fellow, 

of a beautiful Complexion, whom ſhe - 
{hut up in a Room, and caus'd him to be 
fed with the beſt Dainties that could be 
had. His whole time being employ'd in 
eating and '{leeping, he tatten'd apace, 


and 1o often as the Dutcheſs came to look 


upon him, ſhe would be ture to tell him, 


Friend, cram thyſelf well. At laſt the 


Fellow being curious to know what made 
her 1o careful of his Belly; he ask'd the 
reaſon of him whous'd ro bring him his 


Proviſions ? What, ſaid he, do'ſt thou not 


know, that, fo ſoon as thou beeſt well 
fatten'd, thou muſt be cut to pieces, and 


be put into an Alembic for Deſtillation, 


to make the Dutcheſs young again? At 
theſe Words, the poor Pritoner, being 
ready to die with Fear, grew leaner and 
leaner every Day with the Thoughts of 
his approaching Deſtiny; ſo that at laſt 
reſembling more a Skeleton than a Man, 


and the Dutcheſs ſeeing him in this miſe- 


rable Condition, ſet him at Liberty. She 
was laying out for another to be fatten'd 
for the ſame purpoſe: When the King 
having got notice of her Deſigns, ſent her 
word, that he would adviſe her rather to 
run the riſque of being Old, than of his 

; | Ind ignation; 
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Indignation; and that if ſhe committed 


ſuch a barbarous AQ, ſhe might well be 


aſſur'd, he would never pardon it. I muſt 
tell you, ſaid the Prince of Newburg, a 
Man ougat to be an eye witneſs of rheſe 
things, before one can give credit to them 


however, your Diſcourſe is very divert- 


ing. There ate Stories enough of her, 
which will hold us till we come to 


Hampton Court, ſaid Nelly ; as for inſtance; 


She had caus'd fix Bulls to be train'd up 


to draw her Coach, which was of ſuch a 


bulk, thar there were but few Streets 
broad enough to afford it a paſſage. How- 
ever, ſhe would make her Appearance in 
Hide-Park with her new Equipage ; but 


no ſooner began the Bulls ro move for- 
ward, when the Mob beginning to hallow, 


ſo frightned the Bulls, that they ran away 
with the Coach, daſh'd it all to pieces, 
and the Lady had enough to do to fave 
her Life. So ſhe was cur'd of her fancy 
of training up Bulls. | 
This is a pleaſant Ad venture, ſaid the 
Dutcheſs of Richmond, but you muſt all con- 
teſs, it does not come up to whar ſhe did 
at Wh:teha!/. You muſt know, that the 
Dutcheſs feldom came to Court; and as 
the Queen ufed to make her her Diverſi- 
on, ſhe order d me to bring her to the 
Circle. I knew (he was lately come out 
of the Country, I went to Compliment 


her in her Majeſties Name, and after- 


wards ask'd her, whether ſhe wovld not 
Pay her ReipeQts to her? I would do her 
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MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
that Honour with all my heart, faid ſhe, 
provided ſhe would honour me with ſome 
peculiar Mark of Diffinction. T don't 
queſtion, ſaid I, but that the Queen will 
do it with a great deal of pleaſure. Then, 
reply*d ſhe, pray defire her, that my nine 
Nymphs may hold up my Gown whilſt 
F am at the Circle. The Dutcheſſes in 
France enjoy the Privilege of the Stool, 
but this is not allow'd of in England, or 
at leaſt our Train can't be held up without 
particular leave. I promiſed her I would 
{peak to the Qféen about it, and that 
myſelf was fo far coneerifd in it, as not 
to neglec he Matter. Truly, faid ſhe, 
it is the common Cauſe you are going to 
plead, and it will be very glorious fot 
you in time to come, to read in our Hiſto- 
ries, that it was the Dutcheſs of Rich. 


mond, Daughter to the brave Dake of 


Buckingham, who obtain'd that Privilege 
from the Queen.” I gave the Queen an 
account of what had: paſs in our inter- 
view, who laught very heartily, but 
would not allow of that Privilege. I gave 
the Dutcheſs an account of my ill Succels, 
who was much vex'd at it. Bur, ſaid ſhe, 
let me alone, I will ſhew you 1 don't 
want Wit. Wichin two Days after ſhe 
came to the Circle, in a Gown of black 
Velvet, the Ground-work Gold, and al. 
moſt covered with Jewels. The Train of 
the Gown was of ſuch a length that its 
extremity reach'd into the Guard Chamber, 
where it was held up by her nine a” | 
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it appear d like a- blazing Star, which 


reach'd through all the -Appartments, and 
I give you leave to gueſs, whether this 
very Fancy was not the Subject of Diver- 
fion to all the World, and whether any 
of us might have an inclination to imi- 
_ nate it. | 
The Barges were now come to the 
landing place: Whilſt my Lady Richmond 
was yet a talking, and whillt ſhe and 
Nelly were entertaining the Prince of 
Newburg, the Duke of Buckingham ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to my Lady Lou 
act molt egregiouſly the Coquet, ſaid he, 
it you can bur hold this Humour, you 
will be ſure to catch ſpmebody or other in 
the Net, No Woman in the World, 
{aid ſhe, loves Cequertry leſs than J. but 
I am a little now 677 and my buſineſs 
is to be even with an ungrateful Perſon. 
Oh! Madam, you have done your buſi- 
neſs too much, reply'd the Duke; the 
poor Earl of 4——- feels the effects of 
your Juſt Indignation, which touches him 
to the very Heart. He has not ſo much 
Goodneſs in him, added my Lady, as to 
be capable of repenting; but am apt to 
believe, he is fall'n out with Emilia, 
and has a mind to raiſe in her ſome little 
Jealouſie, in order to be friends with her 
again. Madam, continu'd the Duke, you 
are not a Woman to be made uſe of for a 
Cloak, and I can't have patience to hear 
Py treat yourſelf {o indifferently, meer- 
!y to gratifie your own deſire of abufing 
, K k 3 the 
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the Earl. Your Charity, my Lord, faid 


ſhe imiling, is very exrenfive ; and not- 
withſtanding all this, you will find it a 
hard Task to convince me; I have certain 
cauſes of Prejudice againſt this ungrateful 
Man, which will prove undeniable. I am 
not come here, ſaid he, to juſtifie him, 
| will own him to be as guilty as you 
would have him, and as he actually has 
been ; call to mind his Inconſtancy, and 
how he made a Sacrifice of ſo well-fix'd 
4 Paſſion to the love he had for your Rival; 


don't forget the Inſtability of his Conduct 


towards you, but after having remember d 
all that has rais'd your Anger againft him, 
temember it is the Earl of 4——x, who 
was once 1o dear to you, and is ſo {till ; 
he returns to you full of Tendernefs and 
Submiſſion, reduc'd to Deſpair for having 
diſoblig'd you; and that, ro make you 


jorget his Faults committed againſt you, 
there is nothing but what you may not 


expect from his Complaiſance. Believe 
me, Madam, before you bid him quite 
farewel, conſult your own Heart. You 
are very urgent, ſaid ſhe, if you would 
have me adviſe with my own Heart, you 
mult allow me time to put the Queſtion. 
No, Madam, anſwerd the Duke, my 
Honour lies at ſtake, I engaged tothe Earl, 
to bring him his Pardon ſeal'd by yourſelt, 


a longer delay may throw ſome Obltacles 


in the way. You haye promiſed what 
was not in your power, reply'd ſhe, and 
J {hould be very unwilling to be a Gua- 

T 7 rantee 


MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
-xantee for thoſe Treaties you make: IS 


it poſſible for a Miniſter of State to en- 
gage fo far without conſidering the Mat- 


ter? Let us talk with the Earl, ſaid the 


Duke interrupting her; caſt an eye upon 
him; ſee whether he has not the whole 
Air of a Perſon touch'd to the Heart. 
That is true, continu'd ſhe, but tis per- 
haps Emilia that is the occaſion of it. 
No certainly, Madam, ſaid he, drawing 
nearer, Emilia has no fatther Pretenſions 
to my Heart, *tis in your Poſſeſſion alone, 
and it owns nobody for its Soveraign 
but you. Pray, faid ſhe to him, how 
long is it fince you have learn'd the Se- 
cret of what one ſays at ſo great a diſtance 
from you, and that with ſo low a Voice, 


that we ſcarce could hear one another? 


Let us not talk of that, Madam, ſaid he. 
but how I came to diſpleaſe you ; Iet us 
diſcourſe of my Repentance, and the Af. 
| fiduities I intend to pay you, to blot our 
the ill Impreſſions I have made in your 
Heart. I ſhall return you n) anſwer, ſaid 
ſhe, till you have ſatisfyd my Curioſity, 
in telling me, by what Miracle you oyer- 
heard me. The Duke of Buckingham, ſaid 
he, can tell you better than I; tis he that 
put me in the way of it. 

Becauſe you are ſo reſolute, reply d the 
Duke, you muſt know, that a certain 
Perſon came to me ſome time ago with 
an Offer to make in my Laboratory what 
they call among the Artiſts, The Grear 


org, or commonly the Ph:/oſophers Store, 
| K k 4 11 
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is a thing I have been always very fond 


and that he mu 


dow. 


MEuolks of the Engliſh Court, 
of; but the beſt Philoſopbers Stone that! 
could wiſh for, would be to cure me of 
the deſire of finding it. I muſt interrupt 
you, my Lord, ffid my Lady, to ask 
you, whether the deſire of making Gold 
35 not an effect of Avarice? As to What 
concerns myſelf, I don't think it, con- 
rinu'd he, for I want rather to know the 
Secret for Curiofity's ſake, than for its 
Uſetulneis; and it I was to make any 
ule of it, it ſhowd be only to entich 
others, and to keep myſelf from Po- 
—— Tc: PR RY, 
The Perſon who pretended to have this 
Secret, ſhew'd a great deal of Modera- 
tion and Prudence in his Actions, had a 
vaſt Memory. ſpoke little, but very well, 


was very well vers'd in all the terms of 
Art, and appear'd very ſincere. The 


matter requird a long Preparation, he 
livd in my Houſe, amus'd me with 2 
thouſand Inventions, which would not 
have paſs'd for current with a Man leſs 
prepoſſeſs d than I was with the notion 
of obtaining the Secret. At laſt, being 
quite tird out with thoſe continual De. 
Jays wherewith he had fed my Impati- 
ence hitherto; I told him poſitively, that 
I would not be 2 with any longer, 

either make Gold, or 
elſe I would throw him out of the Win- 
This Alternative ſeeming ſomęwhat 
too hard for him, and not knowing what 
. . FETs * to 
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MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 


to do at this ſlippery Conjundture, he at 
laſt judged that a ſincere confeſſion of his 


Ignoranc might have a better influence 


upon me than all the fititious Pretences 


he could alledge ; he threw himſelf at 
my. Feer, and, after a little Preamble, 
begg'd my Pardon; telling me, with a 
great deal of Sincerity, he had but 2 
very indifferent Knowledge in the Pre- 
paration of the Philaſopher Stone, but 


that, if I pleaſed, he would make me 2 


{mal} Horn to be put into the Ear, and fo 


ſmall that it might be hid under the Hair; 
and that keeping at a certain diſtance, 
provided the Wind came from the ſame 


Corner where I ſtood, I might hear what 
others ſaid, let them ſpeak never ſo low. 


This Propoſition appeaſed in ſome mea- 


ſure my Anger, I order'd him to go aboug 
it immediately; and I found him no Lyer 
in that point, as I had in the other, 


* * * 


The Earl of A———-7z urging me to 


ſpeak to you in his behalf, I promiſed 
him ] would, and at the ſame time giv- 


ing him the Horn, he by the help thereof 


overheard our Diſcourſe. This is no bet- 
ter than betraying one's Friend, cry'd my 


Lady; ſhould I not be very much pleas d 
if J had told you ſomething which 1 


would not have confided to any body 
Elle? I ſhould have kept the Secret as 


well as himſelf, Madam, faid the karl, 


and J think myſelf very happy to haye 
ſome ſhare in it; I am ſure J will never 
make apy ill uſe of it. My Lady —— 
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was well pleas d with their Diſcourſe, 
but he had been too much wanting in his 
Reſpe&, to pardon him fo ſoon; ſhe 
would make him ſuffer for his Fault; fo 
looking upon him with an affected In. 
differency, Certainly, faid ſhe, you muſt 
have but a very indifferent opinion of me, 
if you imagine J can forget ſo ſoon your 
Faults; don't you know, the more one 
loves, the more one hates? 
not acknowledge any thing againſt him- 
ſelf, but endeavour'd to convince her ſhe 
was tao rigorous, when they ſaw the 
King going aſhoar, and every body ma- 
king what haſte he could to follow him; 
The Prince of Newburg, among the reſt, 
was very torward to come up with my 


Lady | 

fore the Dutcheſs of 

Neth. | 
*T was prett 


He would 


—— , to give her his Hand, be- 


Richmond and 


y late before they entred 


the Palace; but the darkneſs of the 
Night was ſupplied by a moſt noble Illu- 
mination, by the King's orders. After 2 
noble Supper, every one went into the 
Garden; and the Company was moſt 


„ 4 
or a 


ably ſurpriz d to ſee in the middle 
Square, which faced ſeveral Walks, 


7 Theatre erected, where the Players act- 
ed a very diverting Piece. The King was 
ſeated next to Nelly, the Prince of New: 


Burg next to my Lady 


5 


, and the 


Earl of A——7 behind her. The Duke 
of Monmonth perceiving Madam 


and Emilia to look with a jealous Eye 


upon 


Mruoläs of the Engliſh Coure. 


upon one another, kept at ſome diſtance, 


to remove all occafion of diſpute betwixt 
them. The Duke of Buchinę bam, ſeeing 


himſelf without his dear Counteſs, en- 


tred into a ſeparate Converſation with 
my Lord of S, 4/bans. I am overjoy d, 
ſaid the Earl to the Duke, to have this 
opportunity of ſatisfying my Curioſity: 
Pray tell me, did you ſee the Counteſs? 


Yes, my Lord, ſaid he, I have ſeen her, 


$07 


and am charm'd with her: How tar isa 


Man miſtaken,” to imagine one may be 


cured of an exceſſive Love Paſſion at plea- 
ſure. I proteſt ro you, my Fetters are 


ſtronger than ever; and my diſtracted 


Mind, which was a continual torment to 
me before, is now in the moſt agreeable 
{tare of Tranquillity that can be imagin'd. 


I congratulate your Happineſs, reply'd he, 


and could wiſh the Earl of A——x was 
under the ſame happy Circumſtances : I 
find he is exceeding Melancholy; do you 
know the reaſon ? He is jealous, ſaid 
the Duke; are you acquainted with thar 
Devil, call'd Zealouſy £ Whoever is poſ- 
ſeſs'd with this Demoz, muſt bid tare- 
wel to Reaſon, had he the beſt Head- 
piece in the world: He is to be pitied, 
continu'd the Earl; and after what has 
happen'd, he ought to think no more of 
Emilia, Do you believe tis for Emila ? 
ſaid the Duke; and for whom elle ? askt 


the Earl. Tis for my Lady = „an- 


ſwerd the Duke, I am heartily glad of 
it, reply'd the Earl of S. Albans, Truly, 
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I could not but pity her; but pray only 


look upon her now, and ſee whether ſhe 


does not N with a triumphant Air ? 


Nothing makes a Lady look brisker, than 
when ſhe has recover'd her Lover. And 
tho you ſee the young Prince of Newbyrg 


entertain her at this time, I'm ſure ſhe 
withes him in Germany. I queſtion that 


return'd the Earl; the Addreſſes of a Per. 
ſon of his Rank in the World, are ſel- 
dom receiv'd with ſo much Indifferency, 
Pray obſerve the motion of her Eyes 
when ſhe looks at him: This does not 
ſeem as if ſhe was not well pleas'd. Oh! 
my Lord, faid the Duke, you make me 
mad when you put me in mind how the 
Spirit of Coquettry reigns both in the 
Head and Heart of Women. This Rule 

admits of an Exception, reply'd the Earl. 
I am of opinion you need not fear any 


thing upon that ſcore from your  Coun- 


teſs; and as for my Lady, I am apt to 
believe ſhe knows what ſhe is doing. His 
Judgment prov'd not amils, her Inclina- 
tions being for the Earl of 4 1 


but being reſolvd to chaſtiſe him, ſhe 
had pitch'd upon the young Prince as the 


fitteſt Inſtrument to attain her end. They 
did not ſpeak ſo low but that the Ear! 
| 2, who made uſe of the 
- a Horn, overheard'part of what they 
Tho' I was fure, faid the young Prince 
to the fair my Lady, to be jeer'd ſoundly 
by you, I can't for bear telling you, that 
1 1 4 / IS: et os 8 FH am 
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zm angry with myſelf for not accepting 


the Duke's Challenge; Being engag 

by Fortune, which put your Picture into 
my hands, and by the honour you have 
done me, in accepting me for your Knight, 
to maintain your Beauty. Neither of 
theſe two, reply'd my Lady, has put any 


Obligation upon you. Thoſe Times are 


paſt when ſuch kind of chimerical No- 
tions uſed to vanquiſi Reaſon, and make 
People cut one another's Throats for a 


Lady. And, ſaid he, Madam, don't we 
love now as they uſed to do in former 
Times? And. fince our Sentiments are 


the ſame, why ſhould not the Effects be 
anſwerable to them? For my part, I 
ſhould have been overjoy'd to have had 


this opportunity of making the Duke 


of ſpeak with more reſpe& of 
your Beauty, than of any he ever ſaw be- 


fore. And tor my part, 1aid ſhe, I ſhould 


have been very much concern'd to fee 
myſelf made the Subject of ſo odd an 
Adventure; and if you were ever in ear⸗ 


neſt to oblige me, this would not have been 


the right way to do it. The E. of A- 


had a great inclination to make the third 
Perſon in their Converſation, © either to 
interrupt their Diſcourſe, or to repartee 


upon the Prince tor pretending to fight a 
Man who was noted throughout the 
Kingdom for tuch-like odd Adventures of 
his own contrivance ; but that his Reſpec̃t 


for my Lady, and his fear of diſobliging 


ö 
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310 MeEwonRs of the Engliſh Court. 
her, made him refrain from this piece of 
% . 
Emilia never had a worſe time of it 

than during this Play, whither ſhe was 
come in company of one of her Relations, 
The Duke of Monmouth did not fit near 
her, and Madam —— kept her Eyes 
Io ſteadfaſt upon her, that he had not ſo 
much 5 as to afford her one 
obliging Look: He himſelf was as little 
_pleafed with it as his two Miſtreſlcs ; 
and the beſt comfort he had for the pre- 
lent, was to enter into a Diſcourſe with 

my Lord Grey upon that Subject. I am 
reſol vd, ſaid he, to fix mylſelt ; nothing 

can be more troubleſom than to be pe- 
ſtred with two at a time, each of which 
claims an equal Prerogative of calling 
you to an account for what you do; and 

if you prefer one, yon muſt diſoblige the 
other : Tis quite otherwiſe if you love 
one at a time. Thats true, faid my 
Lord ; but ſuppofing this only Miſtreſs 
ſhould nor he very well, and conſequently 
can't {tir abroad to meet you, or her jea- 
lous Husbard will keep her at home, 
then you are left deſtitute ; whereas, if 
you have three or four, you are ſure ne- 
FR ver to miſs or want; and if you happen 
to mcet them together, the Pleaſure is 

the greater. You preach a Doctrine, ſaid 

the Duke ſmiling, you do not practiſe 

yourſelt : I know more of your Intreagues 

than you think for, and perhaps more 

than you are willing 1 ſhould, What 

| , can 
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MEMOIRS of the Englith Court. 


can you know, ſaid my Lord, of a Man 
that ſcarce ſtirs from his Family, who as 
yet acts the Lover with his Wife, and 


whoſe Pleaſure is centred in a Father and 
Mother in Law? No queſtion, return'd 


the Duke, with ſomething of a malicious 
Similer, but my Lord Barley is the 
Man that pleaſes you beſt, and Madam 
Barkley has found means to be with 


you; but there is another yon for- 
got to mention; fhe is the Mirrour of 
Beauty and Sweetnefs; what do you 


ſay to her? I ſay, replyd my Lord 
Grey, not without ſome confufton, 
ſhe is a Child, and I take fo little 


notice of her, that were ſhe not my 


Relation, I thonld fcarce know there 


was ſuch a one living: We will ſay no 


more then, faid the Duke, bur PII tell 
you as a Secret, that I don't intend to 
continue much longer at Court, being re- 


folv'd not to lead ſuck an idle Life for the 


future as I now do: I find my Heart tells 


me, I was made for greater things than 


to trifle away all my time with Women; 


and it the King will beſtow upon me 


the Command of the Engliſb Troops in 
France, I ſhall be very ambitious to fig- 
nalize myſelf in that Poſt. 


The Play being done, the King and the 
Court retir'd every one to his Lodgings. 
The next day the Ladies went abroad 


with the King a hunting, ſo gallantly 
dreſs'd, that the Prince of Netoburg de- 
clar'd ſeveral times, the Engliſb Ladies 


ſurpaſs d 
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went to viſit her, taking the young Prince 


8 MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 


Mipping afide unperceiv'd by any, he clap'd 
5 conſiderable time, my Lady — appear'd 


| braiding herſelf with having ſuch favour- 
able Senriments for rhe Earl, who had 
Woe her ſuch convincing Proots of the 


endeavour d to conceal it, but found her- 


ſurpaſs d all the Women in the World. 
Whilſt the King and the Court were a 
hunting, my Lady ſtaid at home, 
pretending to have the Head-Ach, but 
in effect to try what the Earl of 4. 
would do upon this occaſion. He attend- 
ed the King till hunting was begun, then 


Jpurs to his Horſe, and ſo returr'd to 
Hampton Court. As this took up ſome 


much ont of humour, and very uneafie, 
Walking op and down the Room, up- 


ittle Reſpect he borè her: But, when ſhe 
faw him ſuddenly enter the Room, her 
Satisfaction was 19 great, that in vain ſhe 


{ſelf inſenfibly betray d, both by her Eyes 
and Heart, and in ſpite of herſelf, and 
all her Reſolution, pardon'd her ſubmiſ- 
five Lover; And to convince him how 
tar ſhe preferr'd him before the Prince of 
Newburg, ſhe promiſed him toi go back to 
Whitehall the next Day. *Tis eafie to 
imagine with what SatisfaQtion the Earl 
embraced theſe tender and obliging Of- 
fers, and that he gave all poſſible aſſu- 
rances of his Gratitude and Acknowledg- 
ment. The King was no ſooner return'd 
from hunting, but he ask'd after my Lady, 
and being told ſhe had the Head-Ach, he 


— (who 
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MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
(who appear'd much concern'd thereat) 
along with him. After a general Conver- 


ſation of a few Minutes, the King went 
away, telling him he left him in good 


Company, and deſiring my. Lady 


and ſome other Ladies, there preſent, to 


entertain lim 5 
Can you imagine, Madam, faid he, 


drawing nearer unto her with a low Voice, 


can you imagine, I ſhould have taken 


| the Teaſt Diverſion in this Hunting? To 


know you to be ſo ill, and not to be near 
you, and now to be confined to ſo little 
time to ſtay here; all theſe Reflexions 
cauſe the moſt. Eruel Torments to me that 
can be imagin'd.You ſpeak fo ſeriouſſy, ſaid 
ſhe, that to return you a ſuitable Anſwer, 
[ am oblig'd to tell you, that ſo long as 
our Converſation rugs upon Amulements, 
ſuch as might be pleaſing to you, I did 
accept of your engaging Expreſſions, look» 
ing upon them no ctherwiſe than Paſ: 
times ; but ſince I am forced to ſpeak to 
you upon other Terms, I. declare to you, 
am not fond of having that Reputation 
in the World, to ſay you had a more 
peculiar Eſteem for me, than for all the 


reſt of the Ladies of our Court. The 


Prince was highly ſurprizd at ſuch an 
Anſwer; but being ot a haughty Temper, 


and (till Maſter of his Heart, he told her, 
in x very obliging manner: The Sznrence 


you pronounce againit me, Madam, ſcems 
to me premediated for a confiderable ti ne 
before. I confeſs, I want Merits to flak. 

| ; 9 rer 
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314 MENOIRS of the Engliſn Court. 
ter myſelf to be able to pleaſe a Lady of 
ſo exquifite a Palate, and you look upon 
me to be a poor Traveller, fit to be turn'd 
off with the firſt opportunity. Tis done, 
Madam, this Moment ſhall be the laſt of 
my Life, to tell you I love you. He had 
ſcarce ſpoke theſe Words, but rifing from 
his Seat, took kis leave of the Ladics with 
2 moſt profound Reverence. They look'd 
at one another, much ſurprized, and my 

1 Lady moſt of all, tho' ſhe, being the Per 
Ion that knew the Caule, ſhould have 
den the leaſt. But notwithſtanding her 
firm Reſolution of beſtowing her Heart 
entirely upon the Earl of 4 — , and: 
that it was to oblige him ſhe had made 
„this Anſwer to the young Prince, ſhe was 
not very well pleaſed to ſee him take her 
ſo punctually at her Word, 

TheKing intended to ſtay for ſome Days 
longer at Haupton Court, but upon the 
News of the Queen's being not very well, 

he went to London the next Morning ; for 

a it muſt be own'd, they always livd in a 

£ very good Harmony, and if ſhe was not ſo 
happy as to be Miſtreſs of his Heart, yet 
he always had fo much Reſpect and Defe. 
rence to her, as in à great meaſure ſup- 
ply d the defects of an entire Union; and 
upon this occation, the Queen was ſo ſen- 
fible of the King's Goodneſs, that this prov'd 

the chief cauſe of her ſudden Recovery. 


| 5 The Prince of Newberg, who had Hat- 

| £ ter'd himſelt With Viitn Hopes, NOW ſee: | 

=» ing himſelf difappoiztzd* by my Lady, 5 
1 W = reloly't 


MM IRS the Engliſh Court. 
reſoly'd to leave the Kingdom. But 


{ſpeaking to the King about it, he urged - 


kim to ſtay till his Birth-day Was paſt. 
Upon this occaſion, all the Ladies and 
Gentlemen appearing at Couzr in the ut- 
moſt Splendor, the Prince took extream 
delight in ſeeing them. The Duke of 
Monmouth did more than once endeavour 
to diſcourſe» Philadelphia, but could find 
no opportunity, becauſe he was ſo nar- 
rowly watch'd. by Madam ———. She 
finding the Duke out of humour. ask'd. 
him, what made him ſo uneaſie? Oh! 
{aid ſhe, how can you anſwer to be thus 
diſſatisfyd while you are with me? I 
can't be other wiſe, reply'd he, when I re- 
flect upon your jealous and miſtruſtful 
Temper, that you watch me with your 
Eyes, and would make me accountable to 
you for a Look, a Sigh. . nay, for the leaſt 
thing that can be. Oh! my Lord, ſaid 
the, I think. you are too happy, to have 
no other Matter of Complaint againſt 
me; what thus affects you, ought to ba 


remembred to my advantage by you, if 


your Heart was capable of knowing the 
tfue value of mine; but I find one muſt 
love you according to your capacity ; 
you rather play the Coquet, than the 
part of an engaging Lover. I am 
tree to tell you, this does not well agree 
with my Conſtitution ; and therefore you 
will mych oblige me, if you will be. 
pleaſed” to tell me your real Mind 
at once. Well, Magem, repiy'd the 

L 12 Duke, 
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| | Duke, briskly, becauſe you command me, x 

86 Ig declare, that if you any longer pretend 0 
5 to traverſe all my Deſigns, and to prove 

= vexarious to thoſe I eſteem, you and I V 

| muſt break off for ever. You ſhall have f 

my conſent, cry'd ſhe, interrupting him, fl 

you ſhall have it with more pleaſure on 5 

: my fide, than ever I heard your Vows and 0 

Proteſtations. Beſtow them where you h 

think fir, I readily refign all the Power 8 

and Right you gave me over your Heart; E 

and I will retake Poſſeſſion of my own. h 

Love Emilia, love Philadelphia, but take t 

heed not to love me any more. With h 

theſe Words the aroſe, in order to take p 

another Seat. The Duke being ſurprized h 

thereat, would have held: her by her T 

Gon; bur, full of Anger as ſhe was, b 

going away, did not perceive that the ti 

Duke took out of her Pocket a Caſe, T 

which by its ontward appearance ſzem'd F 

to contain a Picture. He had then no te 

opportunity of leaving the Queen's Ap. te 

partment in order to look upon it; tho m 

he was impatient, to the higheſt degree, W 

to lee it, being at that juncture taken with 0 

a jealous fit, that ſcem'd but little fuir- 1 

able to a Man ot fo inconſtant a: Temper ed 

as he was. Bur theſe ſudden Motions Be 

of Jealoufie ate not ſo very extraordinary, co 

they proceeding ſometimes rather from As 

Self love, than from any Paſhon for an: he 

other Perſon. The Duke of Monmont) th 


made trial of this Truth, and this was WM UL: 
not 55 


MEMOIRS of the Engliſh Court. 
not the firſt time he had occaſian to 


do ſo. : 


The Kipg's Birth. day being celebrated 


with all poſſible Grandeur and Magni- 
ficence, the Prince of Neuburg appear'd 
as well ſatisfy d as he could. My Lady 
being the only Perſon who knew the true 
Condition of his Heart, and the-reafon of 


his diſcovering à certain intermixrure of 
Sadneſs, whereof ſhe was the cauſe. The 


Earl of A——z triumph'd both over his 
Rival and the inconſtant Emilia, and 


taſted all rhe Sweets and Pleaſures of a 


happy Reconciliation; and after his unhap- 
pineſs, wanted nothing now to complear 
his good Fortune but the Abſence of the 
Prince of Newburg ; neither was ir long 


before he ſaw his wiſhes accompliſh'd 


that way as well as in other reſpeQts. 
The Prince, having taken leave of the 
King, departed, without bidding farewel 
to my Lady. However, he went firſt 
to Oxford, to take a view of that fa- 
mous Uniyerſity- He was receiv'd there 
with extraordinary marks of Honour, and 
with the ſame Ceremonies the Prince of 


Tuſcany had there before; he was creat-. 


ed Doctor of Law, and preſented with a 
Book full of curious Pieces in Miniature, 
containing the Hiſtory of that Univerfity. 
As he was looking upon theſe Pictures, 
he eſpy d one among the relt which he 
thought had a great reſemblance ro my 
Lady ———, fo that upon comparing 
them, he could gueſs no otherwiſe than 

| 13 that 
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reſolv'd to go no farther, till you have 


| MxMorss of the Engliſh Court. 
that it was a Copy of her. This made 


him break out into Sighs, and to com- 


plain of his 'Misfortune, of ſeeing the 
Idea of a Perſon which he intended to 
baniſh for ever from his Mind, reviv'd there 
afreſh ; He ſhut the Book, put up the 


Picture, and leaving England, ſought 


for the xemedy of his Love in another 
place. | 
' Give me leave, dear Couſin, to ſtop 
bere; if 1 find theſe Memorrs to prove 
acceptable to you, I will oblige you with 
the Concluſion of thoſe Adventures 
whereok, as yet, you have learn'd only 
the Beginning. In thoſe you will be en. 


tertain d with more {erivus Matters; tho 
hat you have read hitherto, is intermix d 


with ſome Tragical Scenes; but IT am 


given me your opinion of this. 


, _ an. 
3 rr * OP 
WS * 
6. 20 ” 3 
Pi : 9, 
AA I 4 4 G6 
FS 4 
F 4 * * * 
Pl — j 
; * th > 
2 5 * * 
2 : 
& > way © ; 
. 8 „ 
\ 2 I : F 
* 7 5 "e's 
* 7 +7 \ * 
8 3 * * 
eee (1 23 Bnet 
7 J _ 
n * 4 
* 
s *: — 
* : od 


i _ Pa b 
— 9 — — Ot 


* 


The Unknown Lady's 
Pac aur or LETTIRS 
faken from her 


By a French Privateer in her 
Paſſage to Holland. 


Suppos d to be written 


By. ſeveral Men of Quality. 


Brought over from St. Malo's, by an Ex- 
_ #/iſh Officer, at the laſt Exchange of 
Priſoners. 
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Err 
Am going to fatigue myſelf with a 
long Letter to you, Madam, in 
hopes of entertaining you for an 
Hour. T wiſh I may not be diſappointed, 
and in giving myſelf Pain, afford your 
Ladyſhip no Pleaſure. The truth or pro- 
bability I leave to your Cenſure: I have 
nothing to offer againſt either, but a Wo- 
man's Malice, which, when aninated by 

Revenge, is generally powerful enough. 
to make her blacken the moſt Innocent. 
The little Intereſt T have in the World 
muſt always be at the devotion of the 

fair Sex; and it has been my good For. 
tune ſometimes to render em Services. 
A young Lady, who has it ia her power 

of commanding me as ſhe pleaſes, not 


long ſince recommended to me an Affair 


of an elderly Gentlewoman's, who had 
been a Favourite (in a late Reign) of tke 
then She-Favourite, bur has fince been aban- 
don'd by her, (whether grown out of yſe or 
for ſome other reaſon) Diſguſt and Neg- 
lect has ſucceeded her Care and Kindneſs ; 
nor could all her former ſecret Services 
oblige her to remember her as ſhe ought, 
tho* in an Qccafion where it was to-do 
VVV herſelf 
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Te Lady's Pacquet broke oper. 
herſelf no Hurt: She ungratefully refusd 
to uſe her Intereſt to the Lord Keeper in 
4 Cauſe ſhe had depending, (where I had 
the opportunity of ſerving het) as ſhe 
might eaſily have done, without any Pre. 
judice to herſelf. This fo tranſported the 
old Lady, (with Anger and Reſentment ) 
that I think there is nothing ſhe wogld 
not attempt for her Revenge. She told 
me in her Rage a thouſand dangerous Se. 
<rets. againſt my Lady ———; pre- 
_ 'rended Gratitude to me, ſet her upon 
paying my Score at her colt. One part of 
ner Entertainment I here preſent your La- 
dyſhip. But before you Any her che 
Speaker, allow me to ſay ſomething by 
way: of Introdutiion.:..... 17 -..,: 
Lou muſt remember, Madam, that 
Tome Years ſince, one Mr. W—/—z, (who 
was known about the Town by the Name 
of Beau W—/—z#) from very mean Cir- 
cumſtances and an obſcure Condition, ſet 
up an Equipage, and made a Figure be- 
pyond many of the Nobility. After bla 
Zing ſome few Years, (I can't exactly tell 
how long) he was kill'd by one Mr. L. 
going to ſight a Duel with him; the re- 
port ran, that L. murder'd him before he 
could draw his Sword: Nor could it ever 
be diſcover'd, either before or fince his 
death, who it was that had fupported 
him in all that Grandeur. Moft certain 
it is, that being a younger Brother, his 
Friends had procur'd him a Colours, and 
in that Poſt. he was. fent to ſerve in Frog 
U e 7 


The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 

ders; where he had not long continu'd, 
but he was broke, as ſome report, for 
Cowardice. But be it as it would, he 
might well ſay with Themiſtocles, Thar 
he had been loft if he had not been loft : 
For ſuch were his Neceſſities, that a then 
Colonel (but fince, by the death of his 
Father, a Baronet) lent (but as he thought 


gave) him forty Shillings to ſerve him in 


his Paſſage back for Eng/and. Here, 


within a ſmall time, he appear'd the 


brighteſt Star in the Hemiſphere : His 
Coaches, Saddle, Hunting, Race Horſes ; 
Equipage, Dreſs and Table, were the ad- 
miration of the World, and continu'd ſuch, 
when they ſaw him continue them, and that 
they could not aſhgn any ſupport to all 
this Glory. He never play d, or but inconſi- 
fiderably ; Entertain'd with Profuſeneſs 
all who vifited him: Himſelf drank libe- 
rally; but in all Hours, as well ſober as 


otherwiſe, he kept a ſtrict guard upon his 


Words; tho' ſeveral were either employ'd 
by the Curiofity of others, or their own, 
to take him at his looſer Moments, and 
perſuade him to reveal his Secret. But 
he ſo inviolably preſerv'd it, that even 
their Gueſſes were but at random, and 
without probability or foundation. He 
was not known to be an admirer of La- 
dies; for amidſt all his Diverſions, we 
(that way) hear no news of his Pleaſures ; 
tho' he might, doubtleſs, have had the 
good Fortune to have pleaſed, his Perſon be- 
ing no ways deſpicable; What adds to our 
ꝶ6'v»»„ Surxprize, 


— * 


324 De Lach Pacquet broke open. 
Sarprize, is, That he appropriated none 
of his Hours; he was at all times to he 
found, and ever with ſome of his People; 
ſeemingly open in Converſation, free 

From Spleen or Chagrin ; in a word, he 
had that ſettl'd Air, as if he were aſſur'd 
His good Fortune would for ever continue. 
One of his Friends advis d him to Pur: 
chaſe whilſt he had Money, Mr. W—— 

thank d him, and faid, He did not forget 

_ the future in the preſent, he was oblig d 
to him for his Counſel, but whilſt he 

lid it would be ever thus, for he was 

always certain to be Maſter. of ſuch à 

ſum of Money. This more and more 

confounded the World: For, if they 
would fay he deriv'd his good Fortune 
from the Ladies, there was ſcarce any 

rich enough to ſupport him, neither did 

he beſto any of his Time unaccounted 

for; and 'tis not to be believ'd that the 
fair Sex, being ſuch rigid Creditors in 

Love, would not, at leaſt, expect Ulſc- 

fruit for their Money, eſpecially for ſuch 

conſiderable Sums. Thoſe who pretend 
to gueſs better, have receurle ro Chimi- 
ſtry, (I mean fuch as have faith in the 

Hermerick Phytoſophy) and ſaid he had 

found The Grand Secret, and was Maſter 

of that unvaluable Trenſ/muting Stone, 
at leaſt of a Powder that had power to 
make Gold of Silver. But whence ſhould 
he have this Diſcovery > Who could be 
found 10. obliging to beftow ſuch a For- 
tune upon an. Cbſcure Perſon,  unac- | 
Ae, 7 quainted 
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quainted to the whole Set of Pretenders 
in Triſmegiſtuss Art? What, Raymudus 
Lullius would impart this darling Secret 
to an Uſeleſs; Illiterate, Unknown? Or 
ſay it were beſtow'd upon him, when 
did he find time for the Operation? Or 
if he had, during his being private, 


wrought ſufficient for his Life, why did. 


he not Purchaſe with it? Or what be- 


came of that precious Metal? an incon- 


derable Sum being all that could be found 
after his death. This may alſo be urged 
ro thoſe who blaſted, his Reputation 


with the report, that he muſt once have 


robb'd a Holland Mail of à conſidera- 
ble quantity of rough Diamonds; tho* 


another Perſon ſuffer d for it, and deny d 


the Fact to the laſt. Others would have 
it, that the Fews kept him, (I don't find 


they can tell for what) it being very un- 


likely that a ſett of Men ſhould agree to 
maintain the Riots of an uſeleſs Perſon ; 
neither did he. frequent their Converſa- 
tion in publick. And, as we have before 
oblerv'd, the grand Objection continues 
{till in force, in that Mr. / ———— was 
never wanting, ner had he any particular 
known Confident ; or if he had, they 
have been rigorouſly juſt, not only to him, 
but to his Memory. Thus is this great 

Secret like to continue ſuch; for neither 
Time nor Chance, which are reported for 
the certain Diſcoverers of all Things, 
have yet reveal'd it to us, unleſs by the 
following Relation you will allow the 


Riddle 
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Jas The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 
Riddle to be at length expounded, which 
you muſt do me the favour to imagine 
you hear a malicious Perſon making to 
me. I do not promiſe to give it you ei - 
ther in or all her Words, yet in her Cir. 

cumſtances and in the groſs tis thus. 
Forcing the Tears, (to make her Trez- 
_ Chery tolerated) Ungratefu? Lady ! cry'd 
ſie, her Handkerchief at her Eyes: By: 
lis the Temper of the Great, they hate 
_ whom they have truſted, andthoſe by whom 
they have been much l/iged ; nay ſooner 
would they forgive and ſerve a. mortal 
Enemy, being in nothing more perfett than 
Ineratitude. Once I was beloov'd, truſted 
and favour 'd, or I bad not been a manager 
D of guilty Secrets. All the time of the late 
1 King's Life 1 was indeed conſider d, but 
"tis paſt, and I am forgotten; but tranſ- 
ported with my Reſentments, I delay 10 
ſhew you, that if 1 had been baſe, tua: 
more than once in my power to ruin her, 
this ungraieful Lady ! this Perſon accomt- 
plaſhd in Ingratitude ! 
After her Attendance was over in the 
Kivg's Cloſer, ſhe took me one Evening 
- to walk with her in the Gardens at — — 
- The Seiſon was hor, and the Air refreſh- 
ing. - In one of the moſt retired Walks, 
we found there lying' upon the Ground, 

a Perſon whom we aft:r knew: to be one 

Mr. I/ — a Cadet of a Gentleman's 
Family, but in his Circumſtances unfor- 
tunate; his Poſture was melancholy, his 
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that he rais'd not his Eyes to us, tho? 


my Lady (who is now) made a full 


ſtop, and ftaid ſome Moments to conſider 
him. She ſaw ſomethipg either in his A ir 
or Face, or both, that irreſiſtably charm d 
her: Pho” perhaps he ought not to be 
reckon'd amongſt Bea 
ſtrike all thoſe who look on em with 
love and wonder, yet he might very well 
be faid to be a pretty Man: However, 
with Mr. Dryden, we may ſay; 


| The Cauſe of Love can never be afen't,, 
is in no Face, but in ibe Lover's Mind. 


Whether her amorous Star had then the 


Aſcendant, that ſhe could not reſiſt her 


Fate, or willing herſelf to give in to the 

Pleaſures of Love in an Amour of Szcre- 
cy, or any other cauſe, but we pais'd and 
tepaſs'd him ſeveral times (tying cloſe our 
Hoods, and pulling em as much as could he 
to hide our Faces) without raiſing his Perſon 
or Curioſity; therefore leaving me at the 
Garden Gate, with Inſtructions, ſhe took 
Coach for London, and bid me try to diſ- 
cover who he was. I went and ſeated 
myſelf ſo near, that he could no longer 
avoid turning his Looks towards me; 


whereupon he aroſe, and faluting me with 


2 Bow civil enough, walk'd away.- I 
got up and follow'd him, Xceping ſo cloſe 
that he could nor but fancy I had a de- 
fre to ſpeak with him: Bur that ſeem'd 
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528 The Lady's Pacquet brokt open. 
_ faſt as he could to that Door which opens 
into Hide Perk, when I call'd, Stay, Sis,, 
have you no Curieſity to hear what can be 
ſaid to you? None at all, Madam, he 
anſwer'd, anleſs the Goddeſs of Fortune 
Hould call upon me to offer ſome of thoſe 
Favours I very much ſtand in need. of. 
| Fat Jam ſhe, treply'd I, for tis known 
that blind Deity 507 ber Bleſhings at 
random, and therefore not always to the 
moſt deſerving. lou faw the Lady who not 
long ſince parted with me; no Goddeſs 
could have ſent jou ſo invaluable a Preſent 
2 os 1s ber Heart. The News perbaps (an- 
=. ſwer'd my careleſs Gentleman) weld not 
bY bie unpleaſing to thoſe who have any incli- 
= nation. to Toys, but I ftand in need of more 
i. | Jubſtantial Favours; my broken Fortunes 
are not fit for Ladies; this Night I mean 
to paſs in the neighbouring Park, to die. 
termin with myſelf what to do: Death is 
my Refuge, the manner of it is only tht 
debate : Tho" when the thing is once re. 
ſolb'd on, a Moment or two more of Pain 
being the only difference, ought not to keep 
us long in ſuſpence ; therefore, Madan, 
pou cannot but find me the moſt improper 


Perſon alive for yours or any other fair ¶ put. 
Lady's Occaſſonc. To conclude, upon my 10 
preſſing and encouraging him, he told me, Nell 
| he had been broke in Flanders, and was clots 
undone, not only in bis Fortunes, but I tolc 
Reputation, which had been blaſted by W 
Malice and Miſtake; and that being de. char 
ny'd Revenge upon his too powerful Tue! 


Enemies, 


1 The Lady's Pacquet broke oper. ; 
Enemies, he was determin'd to turn it 
upon himſelf. I faid all I could to diſ- 


| ſuade him from Deſpair ; told him his 
bettet Angel had lately, in the Form of 


my Ftiend, appear'd to him; that if he 


would live but till to Morrow Night, I 


would engage to eaſe him of part of his 
Misfortunes. My Spark was no other- 


vwiſe out of conceit with Life, but be- 


cauſe he had not the means of living in 
it with' Pleaſures; or rather Conveniency, 


| fo moderate was he before the affluence 


of Fortune. 1 thought it improper to 


leave him, leſt by means of any of the 


| Gardners he might diſcover us: So that 


| told him, if he would but walk to the 


Gtavel-Walk in the Park, I would come 
round and take him up in a Hackney- 
Coach, and carry him to London. That 

there might be no return for him that 
way, | tock care to ſnut the Garden Door 


after him. When I had got a Coach, 1 


went to look for my Soldier: I found 
him at his Poſt upon Duty. I took him 
up, and bad him have courage, for For- 
tune had done more for him than he coud 
have had the preſumption to defire. He 
put on. a more pleating Air, and entertain 
ing me (till we came to London) with 
Rallery upon our Adventure, preſs'd me 
cloſe ro diſcover to him who we were. 
L told him, *rwas Fairy Land, which when 
ever reveal d, would fly before him; bur 
charg d him to attend the next Night at 


Twelve (if it did not Rain, as there was 
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then little probability of any) at the Rail 1 

klhat goes into St. Zames's Park, at the end 

of the Walk by Madam Masgarines Lodging. i 

: : Ne faild not his Affignation, nor we to t 
meet me. The cuſtom of the place per- ſl 

= maaitting Masks, the Moon ſhone bright, If 
=  -- and the Centuries were civil. My Lady MW b 
1 was fo charm'd with her Lover, that til MW n 
1 two of the Clock the did not think of re: P 
tiring. She had no interruption in her b 

Ameur, but difcours'd him fo much to re 

= her Satisfaction, that at parting ſhe put te 
N into his hands a Bill for Five hundred al 
1 Pounds upon Sir F—— C—— then h 
* _ ordring him to ſtay with me for a quar. B 

: ter of an Hour, ſhe ſtruck, unſeen by hin, 

| into Madam MaZarine's, where her Chair F; 

and People waited. The greatneſs of the C 

| - Preſent amaz'd him, he could ſcarce be. fh 

| E lieve his own Eyes, nor that Moon which hi 

| lent. him Light to read his good Fortune, M 

But I muſt-do him the juſtice to ſay, that in 


he bore it handſomly. Tos are, indeed, © ar 
1 | Madam, ſaid he, the Goddeſs you ſpoke W 
= of, and tis but juſt that at your Shrine l Fj 


offer part of tohat, by your means, 1 have Ri 
recery'd. I told him, that rhe Lady who th 
had beitow'd that upon him, tock care to to 
let Ferſons that ſerv'd her ftand in no 7!” 
need of dividing her Favours. We took rit 
Coach at St. James's Gate, and I ſet him du 
home at his own Lodgings near Hippo- co 
Jito s, for fear he ſhould return and as up 
wat Ladies were at Madam Mazarine's, Ml Tt 
cho ours was got home before me, but da 


1d 


I — 


{9 tranſported, and ſo in love, that I was 


ſurpriz d who found nd ſuch Inclinations 


in myſelf of admiration for the Perſon 
that had charm'd her. How often did 
ſhe embrace and kiſs me? I believe in 
Imagination that twas Mr. W——, She 
begg'd my Conduct and Secrecy in the 
management of an Affair upon which her 
Pleaſure and her Intereſt (two confidera- 
ble Points) depended: © She frid, ſhe was 
| refolyd to ſhew what a Fortune it was 
to be her Favourite; that ſhe intended to- 


abundantly exceed the Hopes I had given 


him, and would be the very Goddeſs of 
Bounty fo. him. He had Principles and 
| Vertue; with a Soul deſerving the nobleſt 


Favours; that could he be but ſecret, 


(which ſhe would not doubt) her Pride 


ſhould be, to raiſe his Fortunes equal to 


his Merit. When I waited on her in the 
Morning, her Thoughts were rather mere 
infamed., She aroſe to her ſtrong Box, 
and gave me a Bag of a thoufand Guineas, 
with an Order upon the ſame Banker for 
Five hundred more. . So that laden with 


Riches and Inſtructions, I took a Chair to 


the Piazza. Diſcharging it there, I walk*d 
to a Coach, which .carry'd me to Mr. 
s Lodgings, who was not yet ſtir- 
ring. After a little waiting, I was intro. 
duc'd to his Bed ſide. Twas then that I 


could not chuſe but make ſome Reflexions 
upon the Viſicitudes of human Affairs. 
The Chamber was two Pair of Stairs, 
dark and dirty, the Furniture old and 
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"ITE poor: Riſe, Sir, ſaid I to him, and meet 


i 


your good Genius; I am fent as the God of 7 

Riches was to Timon; there's Fifteen bun-. 

=: dtrred Guintas thrown 1475 the Bed for your J 
8 Mornings welcom : Iis your Lady's Plea: : 
| fare that you ſhould immediately put, pour. f 
[elf in a Condition fitting the Favourite of Wl / 

Love and bers. | Take the hand ſomeſt , 

. Lodgings (till a Houſe can be furnifhd) 
hal the Toun affords; form your Equipage Wl / 
OT according to the niceſt, richeſt Fancy + + p 
F  .. - every thing that's Great and Noble, To , 
= 2 Thoſe that have Money all things may be f 
3 performed with expedition. She is impa- 9 
Fs tient till your Fortune ſhines equal to the 4 
. opinion that is bad of your Merit. Reff y 

5 adſſured that hers are no tranſitory Favours; 6 


they dre not for a day, but for ever. All WM 5 
you have to perform, on your part, is to | 
reſerve yourſelf entirely for ber, and ne- 
ver, by an indiſcreet Curioſity, endeavoit 
to diſcover. her; perhaps Iime and Expe- 
rience may bring ber to truſt the mighty, 
Secret with you; till then, if you enquire, 
and ſucceed in that Enquiry, you muſt not 
only loſe her, but your life alſo. Beware, 
teft ike the Pſyche in Apuleius, you /eck 
nat ta bebold the dangerous Cupid. Theſe 
Lines are recommended for your Motto, 
from Sir William Davenant : 


Ask not Bodies {doom'd to die) 
to what Abode they go, 
Knowledge is but Sorrow's Spy, 
It is not ſafe to know. | 
185 Amuſe 
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Amiſe the World, and let em in vain in. 


zuirè whence you derive is Fortune. It 
1s not to be told; for in tellinę, the Prin. 
ciples are deſtroyd, and you remove far 


fron you, Her, the Foundation upon which 


you tand. Twill allo be ber Ruin, and 
the height of Baſenefs in you, to level thut 


by which you were raisd. This and more 
you Indiſcietion (if you are guilty of any) 


will bring to paſs. But becaufe toe with 
dificulty believe Ill of thoſe we reſolve to 


favour, ſhe bas not half my apprehenſions 


of your Indiſcreiion, and therefore orders 
you to come this Night at Twelve of tbe 
Clock to the Tmo — Pofts in tbe Pall-Mall. 
Ask no Que ſtions, nor will you need, far 1 
ſhall take care to be there to introduce you. 
But becauſe Inſtrucliuns may be then im. 
proper, rake em now: lou will find my 
Lady in Bed, there ſball be but one Light 
in the Chamber, but do not {by it endea- 


vour to ſee her Fate; be ſatisfied that ſhe's 


young, and by ſome thought the handfomeft, 
Make uſe of your good Fortune. I ſuppoſe 


Sleep wilt-not be your bufineſs. Then the 
Cock ſtrikes two, riſe and be gon, a Chair 


ſhall wait to carry you home. Thus may 
you be blef#d both with Riches and Beauty, 
And for the continuation of both, that en- 
rely depends on yourſelf , whilft pou pleaſe 


jou ſhall be the only Favourite. Theje- 
Experiments are too dangerous and e. 


penſtve for repetition, neither mill ſte be 
ble, without difficulty, to fteal thoſe happy 


Hours allotted you. 1 ſuppoſe when you 
M mu 2 are 
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are rogetber, you will take meaf, ures for | 


future Favours.  Farewel, and remember 
10 be, if. polſible, (what is \difficult in this 
Turn of Fortune) Diſcreet. 

Thus, for a long time, did our happy 
| In ers taſte uninterruptedly the Sweets of 
took a Houſe and 


furniſh'd ir ſplendidly, appearing to all 


Eyes the wonder of his Time: My La- 


dy 's Opportunities were few, Sh the 
better help'd to conceal the Myſtery; z her 
Hours always late, fo that Mr. — having 
the Keys brought every Night into his 
own Chamber, without acquainting any 
of his Servants, he would riſe and drek 


| himſclt, and go in or out unknown to a 
of em, a Chair, by my directions, al- 


ways waiting to carry bim. Thus (when 
the Worid would wonder that he never 
abſented himſelf from publick Views) has 


this great Secret p pag.” His Expences 
were ſo vaſt, that, 


the Tom ſaid, 
none but a Queen —_ ſuppotr, with. 


out ruining herſelf; which confounded all 
Penetration, and well deſerves to be ſet 


down as a principal Article in che account 


of ſecret Service, Ec. 


One Night returning with me from the 
Rendezvous, my Lady told me, 


ſhe was undone, for To Fool 8 
would be knowing. She had in vain 


wwarn'd him againſt himſelf and that de: 


ſtroying Devil, Curiofity ; he ſeem d re- 
- folv'd, and had gone 1o far as to tell her, 
y that if it colt whatever was deareſt 10 


him, 
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him, he could not be eaſis till the had 
given him that laſt proof of her Love. 
Ah, my Dear, crys ſhe, what Things 
theſe Men are? Whilſt we yet have any 


| Reſerve, we {tilt are importun'd; tis a 
ſupply to Converſation, which withour a 


Theam languiſhes: Love, however Om. 
nipotent he be. counted, abates much of 
his Divinity when he comes to full En- 
joyment. I muſt either ſee this Creature 
no more, or reſolve ro diſcloſe myſelf. I 
cannot wiſely do the latter; tor W—— 
ſeems to be too weak à Veſſel to truſt my 
Secret to; the Fumes of his good For: 
tune has *turn'd his Brain. Is he not ſa- 
tisfied that I Iove him more than I ought, 
without I Iove him as much as I can ? 
Ah, this might have ſucceeded when Love 
was young, and Defire ſtronger; whilſt 
my Paſſion had yet the gloſs of Novelty ; 
but J ſee him now with the Eyes of Cu- 
ſtom; I have taken leiſure to view him 
with Conſideration; he is undone by it 

for his Defects balances his Poſſeſſions 
and he, at leaſt, wants as many Vertues 
as he enjoys. Nothing can be more dif- 
agreeable than Importunity: J am tir'd 
by iti; my ſofter Moments are fatigu d 
with ir. What opinion can a Perſon have 
of our Underſtanding, when we yield that 
to impertinent Solicitations, which we 
have refus'd to Reaſon? Were | but fe- 
cure that he would never come to the 
knowledge of who I am, 1 could be well 
contegted to let the Affair end here; and 
| | Mm 4 would 
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would take care (for the Dignity of my 


former Paſſion) to fee him ſo well pro. 
vided for, that he might end his Days 
with Splendor. More juſt in this than 


Portune, (that fickle Goddefs) who makes 


her Sport out of the Ruins of her Favou- 
rites, and rejoices as much at the Cala. 
mity of thoſe the abandons, as ever ſhe 


did at the Proſperity of whom ſhe raiſes, 


Thar I have nor hitherto thought fit to 
beſtow ſupernumerary Sums of Money 
for him ro purchaſe any great Eſtate with, 
was. becauſe he ſhould have a more im- 


mediate Dependance upon my Bounty 


Neither did I refrain his natural Inclina- 


tions to Expence, becauſe that manner of 


living more refin'd his Converſation, and 
brought him ſo much nearer to my Taſte. 
But now that the matter is otherwiſe, 
vou ſhall meet him rhe next time in m 
place, and give him what Advice I thin! 
neceſſary for both our fakes. . 
1 wenr accordingly, he took me for his 


Lady, tho' inſtead of being in Bed, I fat 
within the Curtains upon the Bed ſide; 


after ſome little filence, Madam, (laid he) 
Are you come with more favourable Inclina- 
tions to your Slave ? or are you reſolu'dto 
perſevere in your cruel denial * Better by 
nuch to refuſe all, than grant by halves. 
How can I whiſper to my Heart that I'm be- 
loud when treated with ſuch Reſerve ? le 
ar the ſight of the Perſon enjoy d, half ihe 
Pleaſure ? When I habe you in my Arms. 
know I what Ideas to fill my Mind with £ 
Ii true your Wit ond Converſation — 
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a thouſand © Charms, but where the 1 ovely | 
Face is wanting, Enjoyment muſt be In- 


perfett. Where is that noble Confidence 
which ought to ſnatch hence theſe forbid- 
ing Reſerves to the Perſon loving and be- 
ing beloved? My ig ep is ſo imper- 
fell, than] know not how, properly, it can 
be call d ſuch 5 if I am to be undone by the 
Sin of Knowledge, eas the loſs of Para- 
diſe, and muft be mine. Whether puſh'd on 
by my evil Genius, or ſome more irre ſiſtable 
unaccountable Power, I am reſolo d this 
Night ſhall end my Pain; (if you do not 
think fit yourſelf to oblige me with the diſco- 
very) thus (claſping your lovely Body in my 
Arms) will I expett the Morning, Day will 
confeſs the Charmer; but if your Face hap: 


en to be unknown to me (as tis ſcarce 


holſible, ſince the late opportunities I have 


had of ſeeing thoſe few Perſons who haute 


it in their Power to do as you have done) 


[1 follow you this moment, like your Shadow, 
till T explore that Secret you have fo long, 
ſo diſobliginglv, and fo religiouſly kept ; 
and to which you can haue no other Motive, 
but vile diſtruſt of my Honour, or have 
too great an opinion of my Vanity. Pray 
gueſs bow obliging this muſt be to a Lover, 
who would die to ſerve, but never can de- 
ceive you. Ungrateful! interrupted I. 
diſcovering myſelf, Fool and Traitor both 
to thy own Fortune, and thoſe Conditions 
thou at firſt mad'ft with me, and wert 
ſworn to obſerve : Came not this Lady to 
thee, like thy better Fortune, with flowing 

RE” 5 Love 
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$38. The Lady's Parquet broke h.. 


Tue and _ laviſh Bounty, at ihe laft of all 


fo invaluable? not nawing ihe. 


po 


175 quad; 17 b 7 Star had abandon' d 
ther, and thy Deſpair was. preripitasing 
tbee into eterual Ruin? Hoſt ibau act, 
ber wafte of Paſſon, her. prodigaluy 


, Love, ſhane lite ab/azing Meteors, the 


teender aud the envy of tbe mol} Happy 

Maud 'ſt thou with Gaſeneſs requite Rf 
Da/uap, peſſelfan of 
ber. own lovely Perſon, a Glory Kings 
word pride themſelves in — Go—-, te 


| ſhall never ſee thee more, from ibis nt 


ment thy better Fortune turns ber: Face 
from t hee, her own projilious Star bad not 
forſaken ber, ſhe had Warnings or Preſeges 
of thy Villames, and will no longer truft 


Herſelf with one ſo ungruteful; evn nom - 
He ꝛdviſbes from thee, the continuation of 


thaſe Bleſſngs ſhe bad. beftowd ; diſpiſed 
and poor, garber up the Shipwrecks of thy 
ruin'd Fortune, depart a Country where 
thou haſt only .blqgzed, and if thou art wiſe, 
will vaniſh from Never Mada, 
(interrupted he briskly} / long as our hap- 
py Monarch Reigns, and my. Goddeſs pof- 

efſes bis Favour. See, Madam, if I bad 
any occaſion to be obliged to ber, or you, 
for the knewledee of —— *Tis ſome time 
fince I had the good Luck to diſcover ber; 


but I'm perſuaded; bad I ever been where 


ſhe was, Inſtink muff bave done it. Our 
Coaches once met in Hide Park, ſhe was 
then ſpeaking as we paſs'd, and:ihe Tone 
and Mode of her Voice are too particular 


zo be coneral : beſides, her Hand angloved 


reſted 


The | Lady's Pacquet broke open. 


reſted upon the Window, and ſhe had upon 
her Finger that large Diamond Ring, tobich, 
for its particular Beauty, ſhe was pleas'd 
49 accept and wear as my Preſent, my 
Heart confeſs'd the Charmer, and flew 
after per Chariot Wheels. Let ber but re- 
collef{ bow long ſince that happen d, and 
from thence aſſure berſelf of my Diſcreti- 
on, and that ſhe has no occafion to diftruſt 
her moſt faithful Slave. As for yon, 
Madan, Iremember well, my Life was to 
be the price of this important Secret. if 
you pleaſe, tis yours to take, tho Chance 
made the forfeit, I can't well fear ſuch 
fair Enemies: 1 therefore, with my Knees 
to the Ground, beg of you to intercede for 
(and with) me to my Goddeſs, that ſhe may 
permit me to ſerve her out of Love, as be- 
fore out of Gratitude. My Ardours haue 
been much redoubled, ſince touch'd with 
that noble Paſſion my Tranſports bave 
had a more exalted Illotive; 7 toa Heart 
like mine, Intereſt can never att like Love. 
lou have Power to do all things with ber, 


make her eaſy under 401 i Diſcou ery. | What 


I pretend to from hence, is, but a greater 
freedom in the Enjoyment of her my Soul 
10 fond of, that all conſtraint way vaniſh, 
1 may ſee ber Face, ber Air and Shape, her 
Motions, and every other Grace, ſome- 
times Eat with ber, (no remote Pleaſure 
in Love) and in ſhort, make it appear that 
T can value and adore her as Tought. Can 
{ be properly ſaid to have a Paſſion for ber 
tohilſt (he was anknown * *11s only then 
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36 . Let's Plas breke open. 
* ft aur reora?d 16 we, that mine 
cum de caffd ſuch, from theace i MR 
is Era, end / continue to the thd of 
op Life. F (as Al agree) whe wbich 

| P's Yars be in Plegſing, my Princeſs m 
Rabe wanted tht PENCE" Bird I tou 
* . #dt, wich yo Seafe, pretend is tous thay T 

4 dd io; deen; ſie ig br, for aur I rout 

Tall, be off, er very gl. it tue, 1 

| alas grateful to my Bene fre, no more — 

4 ' But Aber ave atber Tranſports dus to Lowe 

q wr 20 be imitated, ard impoſſible t6-Be con- 

= ! cen d. Will fie not baog x £2 r be better 

47 Faid with me, mben ay Heart, U 

# auh har fair Image, das involuntary Fand. 


1 2e mben all my Tranſports are excited. 
4 by 33 and that ! eontfidter nothing 

6 #n he polle fo 207 Ber, but Hor orb Cw: 2 
4 Here he delt tpeaking, and me im an ir- 


= -- recoretable Amazement. k rofe ant ask d 
= his leave to retire, for whar had newly 
kappen'd was fo unforfeen, that F had 
We no Coramiſſion to treat upon it, but the 
= rext Night, if he pleas d, (to be in the 
8 lame place) I might wait upon bim with 
* _ fuck Commands as might decide his De: 
Hax. 

Nor von, nor any living Soul can guets 
the Lady's Grief and Rage; ſhe wept, 
| Me 7000 d, the travers d the Lodging, 
: Diſdain and Fury fl & her Eyes and Mo- 
tions; ſhe accusd her own Indi ſcretien, 
or, to call it berter, Folly. When the 

beight of her lndignation was abated ; 
Ses (ſays he) the jult Reward of 1 ingrate- 


2 


a — 1 


* * my 


to pay dearly fer mine. Oh Duty! how 
powerkully doſt thou revenge chyfelf for 
our negle& of thee? W—— ſhall never 
ſee me more, that Vain plorious Fool, 
who, even to myſelf, cond not forbear 
boaſting of his good Fortune. Will he he 


more diſcreet to others? No, tis impoſ- 


Able, the Wretch muſt die, that's certain; 
but the manner, ay, there's the difficul- 
ty. Oh! Traly! Italy! thy Poiſons or thy 

Banditty, my whole Efiate for Revenpe. 
What do Þ ſay, for Revenge? for Secu- 
tity : I can never be fate whilſt ſuch 2 
dangerous Secret is lodg'd in ſo looſe a 
Breaſt. What hail I do? Diſſimulation 
does but increaſe my Torment; but tilt! 
$nd an Opportunity to ſecurely puniſh, it 
muſt be 10 —— Go to him, and tell him, 
he may thank himſelf for ſeeing me no 
more. I had ſet it down for a Rule, 
never after this difcovery to converſe 
with him, whenever he ſhould prefer 
Vanity to me,; but if he betrays me, he 
Mall die, like Alexander. 1 mean with my 
own Hands to taſte the Sweets of Mur- 
der and Revenge. Were 1 to meet with 
him in the King's Cloſet, on fuck an 
Errand, it ſhould be thus. But if his 
Difcovery be made to others, I have 
Money, and Rage has Induſiry, co find 
out needy Villains to diſpatch the Tray- 
tor. But if he prove 2 Man of Honour, 
and conceal me, he ſhall Nill live and 
Fourlfh,” tho' I no more converſe with 
5 Aim, 


The Ladys Pargnes broke opem. Ji 
ful, new and ſudden Paſſions; I am going, 
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82 The Lady's Pacguet broke oper. 
1 bim; if in publick Places he ſhould meet 
'1 5 me, (tho if he be wiſe he will avoid, 
1 em) bid him beware, leſt he caſt a glance 
Þ of acquainted Love; I forbid a Smile, a 
Þ Bow, the leaſt ſhadow of what has been; 
_  - «nay, if the Secret be blown abroad, or but 
i} - Whiſper'd, he dies for ir, fince it can only 
* come from him (thee I am well aſſured 
. on). Is not the whole Nation upon En. 
1 uiry whence he derives his Fortune? 
5 Should they but think. he knew me, 
„ *twere all unravel'd; for who but the 
. Queen and me could ſupport a Favourite 
8 at ſuch a ſhining height? Twill, ay 
5 *twill he too eaſily believ d. But if he be 
4 i Diſcreet, and engage himſelf in no A- 
1 mour, (not that I value the conqueſt of 
1 ſuch a tawdry vain glorious Heart, or can 
= be jealous. of what I think fic no longer 
= to poſſeſs) but the, Creature on whom he 
=_ beſtows it may exact my Secret) my 
1 Bounty ſhall know no other Period but 
1 dis Life; care hall be taken to ſupply. 
| i} | him ſucceſſively with, Bills of, Exchange. 
ip If he be wile, he'll go out of England, or 
—_ - retiræ into the Country; not that 1. 
$ exact either from him, but as to the reſt, 
[t his choice won't ſure be difficult, to.make. 


it --— 5p Poverty and Wealth, Dzath and 
bs! | He, | TS 7 
18 | Mr. W—— was forc'd (when he faw 
bt he cou'd get no better) to agree to theſe 
72 Conditions. My Lady, tho? the conftant- 
ly ſupply'd him, as before, yer wou'd 
never again by any means be brought on 
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The Lady's Pac quet broke open. 343 
fee him. What I have hitherto related is 
matter of fact, and from the Original; 
what follows, is clicumſtantial only, but 
enough to blacken her with the ſuſpicion 
of the monſtrous crueleft of Actions. 
Poor Mr. / —, thou ſurely deſerv'ſt 
better Uſage ; twas her pleaſure to raiſe 
him, he could not ſeek it, twas the work 
of her own Hands, he kept her Secret re- 
ligioufly, denying himſelf any converſe 

with Ladies, left he ſhould give her c- 

caſion of complaint againſt him. His 
Vanity indeed till * him Company; 
for whereas a wiſe Min might eafily 
have gueſs d, that a Fool only cou'd be 
content to maintain (for always) ſuch an 
unprofitable Expence, he ſnou'd therefore 
have retrench'd bis, and have confider'd 
of ſome folid Eſtabliſhment in the World, 
but he ſtill had ſome weak ray of Hope, 

that his Perſeverance and Obedience wou'd 
allay her Paſſion of Anger, and reſtore 
him to her Favour again. But alas ! *twas 
but ill grounded, for there had pats'd too 
much Time, and he might well conclude 

the lov'd him not, when ſhe cou'd be 
contented to live ſo long without what 
fhe lov'd. In ſhort, myſelf thought him 
deſpiſed and forgotten, his Name being 
but rarely mention d, and that only when 
her Bounty was concern d. 

i imagin'd one Night that ſhe had 
pick'd up a new Favourite, hut where I 
cou'd not tell; my Orders were to go to 
the ſhort Piazza, and take up a Gentle 

| Man 
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$44. The Lady's Pacguet brake open. 


man I ſhould find walking there, (and who 
wou'd come to the Coach) his Gloves 


hanging out of his Coat Pocket. This 


Spark } was to introduce by the Park 


Door up the back Stairs into the Drefling 
Room. She prels'd my Hand, begging 


me to retire, and to rake (care ſhe was 
not overheard by any of her own People. 
Her faithful Centinel obey'd ; and after a 
Conference of two Hours, I heard her go 


into the Bed-Chamber with him, open 


Her ſtrong Box, and in a voice louder than 
before, (tor the: ſeem'd for that moment 


to have forgot I was her Neighbour) ſaid 


to him, Take this, and your Work done 
depend upon axother Thouſand, and my 
Favour for ever. Then I was call'd, and 
order'd to reconduct him to the place 1 


took him up at. I wou'd have enter'd 


- 


to ſome Diſcourſe with him in the 
dach, but he was upon the Reſerve, and 


methought ſomething. abrupt in His De. 
parture. This was a Secret which I was 
- Not to heler into. The Wretch was young, 


well dreſs'd, and handſom enough, and it 


ſeem'd to me, that he was going to ſuc- 


ceed Mr. W—— in the good Fortune of 
my Lady -—'s Favour; but I began to 
change my Mind when I ſaw him no more, 
nor ever heard her mention him. My 
gueſs was, that he had not, pleas'd her, 
and was only a Muſhroom Favouxite of 2 
Night. | 


Not long after, the News ſurpriz d 


and reach d me of poor Mr. . — s be- 


ing 


ls, © ALB ou 11 r rr: aw. OS 


gue! py ny 
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8 — 


him to fight a Duel with Mr. 
Name I had never known ; the Qnarrel 
an inconſiderable Pretence about Mr. es 
Siſter. I, all innocent of Revenge, ran 
to acquaint my Lady with it. Nor 


did I well know what temper her Soul 


might be in, and whether *rwere beſt con- 
dole or congratulate her. She receiv'd 
the News with an Air ſo unmov'd, that 
could not make any judgment of her 
Thoughts. After ſome tilence, ſhe cry d 
out, Poor ain glorious W And 
7s it true that thou art dead? I bave Ke pf 


my Word with thee ; my Boutty has no 


other period but thy Life. Thus indiffe- 
rently did the take the death of one whom 
ſhe with ſuch an eagerneſs of Paflion had 
loved, ſuch a magnificence of Favour. 
Now did the Town redouble its Curiofi- 
ty, imagining to have it gratify'd by 
Mr. / 's Papers; and that the long 
hid Secter would be diſcoverd. Bur they 
were as ſilent as his Grave, and as I ſhouid 
ever have been, had I not been ufed after 
ſo cruel and unprefidented 4-manher: - ©: 
When the Gentleman's Tryal came on 
who had kill'd Mr, 1. „my Curio- 
firy carried me ro hear it, becauſe 1 had 
been fo well acquainted ed with the deceas d. 
did not mention my deſign to my La. 
dy ——, or ſhe woul id. donbelels have 


prevented me. My Surprize was inex-. 


prey ble, when I law that the Gentleman 


brought to the Bar was the ſame who tod 
Nn . 


ing killd upon the Place appointed by 
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you I had once introduc'd Incognito to my 


- 


: The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 


Lady —— TI almoft imagin'd my ſelf a 
remote Acceſſary; and ſhudring with 


dread and guilt, my Knees knock'd to- 


gether, my. Noſe guſh'd out violently 
with Blood, or I had ſounded upon the 
place. His Indirement beginning to be 
read, I found myſelt unable to hear it; 
therefore way was made tor me, with 
much difficulty, and 1 recover'd (half 


dead) the Coach that waited for me. 


Whilſt they were carrying me home, I 
reflected on what a Perſon 1 had to dei! 
with, and ſaw that if J had any value for 
my Life, I muſt not let her know the diſcc- 
very I had made; for ſuch a dangerous 
becret to one fteep'd in Blood, would not 
have been long ſuffer'd to ſleep in my 
Preaft. Therefore I mention'd norhing of 
my Suſpicion ; nor knows ſhe to this day 
that] was at the Tryal, or knew. Mr. — 
was the ſame Perſon that had had a pri. 
vate Audience of her Ladyſhip. Nothing 
could have been manag'd with more ad- 
dies ; for Pm fill ignorant how ſhe came 


- acquainted with him, and of the means ſhe 


taund of procuring a Perion ſo fit for her 
bufnels. 
Dis needleſs to repeat to you how the 


Treai pals'd ; Mr. L— was condemn'd, 


ani all Endeavours uſed to get his Par- 


don. But the King was always incxora- 


ble upon the account of Murder. My 
Lady never feemd to appear in it, and 
L 


thersfore pirch'd upon a method that as 


wel! 


The Lady s Pacquet broke open. | 


well ſerv'd her ends. Doubtleſs, her Re- 


morſe would not have been great ſhould 


the Criminal have ſiufterd, could there 


have been any ſecurity of his perſiſting to 


the laſt in ſecrecy and filence: But the 


Gallows is a general and dangerous Con- 


feſſional; and had he come to that, what 
might he not have diſcover'd ? How ex- 
claim'd againſt the Ingratitude and Trea- 
chery of thoſe who ſer him to work? It 
is to be imagin'd he had not engag'd him- 
felt without an aflurance either of Pardon, 
or an Equivalent to it. All the World 
knows how miraculonſly he efcap'd our 
of Priſon, I ſay, miraculouſly ! For no- 
thing but the force of Gold could have 
prevail'd over his inflexible Irons. His 
arrival in the Low-Countries and continu'd 
Expences, his appearance like a Man of 
Quality and Eſtate, tho? twas known that 
he had not the value of a Gtoat to his 
own, and lived, before that fatal Duel, 
upon the Favours his good Fortune pro- 


curd him from the Ladies. I find he can 


either keep her Word with him, or he has 
been wile enough. to ſecure a Sum ſuffi- 
cient to arm him againſt Ingratitude. 
Wich me *tis not ſo well; Affairs have 
chang'd faces; the King is dead, ſhe no 
longer fears him; and concerning not her 
lelt for the diſcretionat part, leaves me 
at liberty to ſay what I pleaſe, after the 
thouſand Protcitations ſhe has a thouſand 
times made me, ſhe would never elle dare 
g abandon me as ſhe has done. | 


Nn2- Thus 
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i Lady Pachiss broke pe 
Thus, Madam, in as ſuceinct a manner 


as the Story would permit, have told your 


Ladyſhip what the good old Gentlewoman 
was three Hours in relating. I ſubſcribe 
implicitly to your Opinion as to the truth 
of it, and defire in the next that you will 
favour me witb the knowledge: of it. 
"Tis. certain Mr. W— s Supply was 
wonderful; and if this was not the real; 


tis. at leaf a probable way. 


Tau, Madan: your 1400 Ebi p't 
moſt dutifal, moſt fade, 


and Jencere Ser Dant, 


LetTTER II. 


T length, my dear Siſter. ( al tran: 
ported with a'fond Bridegroom's 
Toy) I' may with afſurance tell you, that 
Fra upon the point of being entirely bleſt; 
my charming Miftreſs has this Nigh 
contented, her Father has conſented; 
my un tterable Happineſs ; to Morrow 
makes me Maſter of my Deſires ;- the 
Thought hurries me beyond my elf: 1 
could ſec my very Enemies with Joy; 


therefore to expect any thing bur Rap. 


tute, to expect plain Senſe from me at 
this time, is thinking below the Dignity 
of my Pa fon : Nor wants it any height- 
ung, by looking back upon the dread ful 

Precipics 


The Lady's Pacguet broke open. ö 


Precipice I've paſt, the Difficulties I have 
ſtruggl'd with, the almoſt Impoſſibilities 
that I have vanquiſh d, the Rack of Mind, 
the Obſtacles of a rich and powerful Ri- 


val, and conſequently the Reſerve of Pa · 


rents. Love alone was for me; my 
charming Miſtreſs was ail kind and con- 
ftand; ſhe helpd me to ſupport my ar- 
dent Longings z for what can be more 
exquilite than delay'd Enjoyment ?. when 
two. Hearts, mutually burning, mutually 
languiſhing for what Love and, Nature 
boldly dictates, - finds fo many Bars to 
crofs their Happinets' ? So 

Do not you (my dear Siſter) join with 
the fordid World, in blaming me for pre- 
ferring Merit to Riches 3 I look d beyond 
it for my Happineſs. The Hinge of In- 
rereft,, upon which at preſent the whole 
Nation turns in their Marriages, makes 
10 many of em unfortunate. Lis true, 


: 


{- could have had a Wife with an ample 


Fortune; but perhaps to me ſcauty in 


Charms, in that Harmony of Minds from 
which only Happineſs ariſes. Sa waom 
I ſhall preſent you tor a Siſter, bas a Ten- 
derneſs for. me beyond all other value, 
To pleaſe her, you mult begin by me; 
ſhould 1 frown, or be out of temper, her 
whole Frame would be inditorder: Then 
ſhe has a Voice and Words that can cure 
Deſpair, can charm diſpleaſing Mefan- 
choly. On! "tis impoſſible to. hear her 
Speak, and know a Pain. How true, 
bow. noble is her Sou! How eminent her 
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The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 
Wit! Her Senſe, how ſolid ! How ſoft 
how ſweet her Love! I figure myſelf 
returning home fatigu'd with Buſineſs, 
where I meet, with open Arms, this dear, 
this faithful Wife, who knows how to 
charm my Cates, how to time her Kind- 


neſs, and even to wait for mine, and 


without Impatience to ſtay till thoſe Sal, 
Yies of ill temper be blown over which 


Diſappointment have perhaps occafion'd, 


No Hours can eer he tedious in her Com. 


pany. This I ſpeak not like a Lover, 


the whole World, that know her, will 


eccho this eternal Truth. When you've 


ſearch d the round of Converſation abroad, 
to be juſ ly pleaſed you muſt return to 
her; for in this point all agree is united 


whatever can be pleaſing or inſtructive. 
None ever yet went from her pall'd or 


undelighted : I ſpeak of thoſe who have 
Senſe ro make a true Judgment of Things, 
and dwell longer on her Mind, into which 


I have condutted you, that you may know 


and value it. *Tis upon that my ſolid 
Happineſs-is fix'd, that unalterable Beau- 
ry, which is known to flouriſh in irs high- 
eſt perfection, at an Age when but the 
memory remains, or ſcarce that, of out- 
ward Charms. I prepare you then, my 
dear Siſter, to be raviſh'd with the Beau- 
ty of hers, and helieve ſo well of your 
Brother's Underſtanding, that he knows 
how to chooſe tor Happineſs. Cards, 


publick Converſation, Muſick, the Play- 


Houſe, Viſits, and the buſineſs of 8 
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The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 
Detraftion and [{-nture. 4re none of her 
Diverſions; I ſhall be ture to find her al- 


ways employ'd, always at home, careful 


of her Family, entertaining me when pre 
fent either with reading, or her own more 
pleafing Converſation, or wiſhing for me 
| when abſent, Her Temper is like her 

Nature, perfectly good, free from vain 
Expences, my Intereſt her only purſuit, 
ard all her Defires regulated by that; 
nay ſhe fo perfectly loves me, that I may 
an{wer for her Soul, ſhe would chooſe 
common Conveniencies with me, rather 
than Place, DiſtinQion, Title and Obſer- 


vance with another. Is there on Earth a 


Type of our hereafter Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery? 'tis ſurely in the married State. 
What muſt he expect, that chooſes only 
for Intereſt, a Woman haughty of the Ad- 


vantages ſhe brought you, ſeeking to be 
pleafed rather than pleaſe? And where 


you take no other Confileration along 
with you, *tis impoſhble to make one's 
Duty one's delight. Muſt I ſubmit my 
Hours to the uneaſte jangling of an imper- 
tinent, proud, ſenſeleſs Woman, full of 


Noiſe and Vanity? Mult I claſp her to 


my Boſom, and pay the Rights of Love 
with or without Inclination, or run the 
hazard of blowing up her weak ſuſpicious 
Mind with ſealouſie that her Duties are 
beſtow'd upon another? Mult [, when [ 
want one Companion, take a Legion? 
For ſo many will be her Goſſips « Tea 
Tables and Chir, Detraction and Folly, 
| 1 N n 4 which 
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4 which if but with a piece of Face I ſhould 
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ſeem to diſlike, twere running the Gant- 
let thro? all the round of Tongues. where 
ſhe viſits, and of whom ſhe is viſited , to 
ſet rhe whole Herd upon me, and at me. 
With ſuch a Wife a ſenfible Man will he 


lure not to diſpute; his beſt way will be 


to ſuffer in ſilenczꝶ, and as a proof ob bis 
Wiſdom; admit her Impertinence to go- 
vern. Then. if you ſtrike at Forms, or 
pretend to reirench any of thoſe vain Ex. 


pences, ot which the finds ſufficient Preſi. 


dents amougit her ſhe Friends, as to Dreſs, 
Entertainment, ftarely Child-birth, and 
her whole Artillery of Follies, *twill 
make her hate and wiſh. you dead; for 
the firſt thing ſuch a Woman thinks of 
after ſhe's married, is how to become 2 
Widow. Oh, twere endleſs to reckon 


you up all the Inconveniencies ariſing 


trom Marriage made onlv upon the ſcore 
of Intereft. And whai ate their Advan- 
rages ?: what Enjoyments have you of em? 
Do you eat, or drink, or {leep more for 
being Richer ? Are you not as happy with 
plain clean Cloaths, as if you were every 
night dreſs'd for the Drawing-Room ? Ay, 
but ſome fancy a pleaſure in hoarding 
Money. Toa Man ſo weak, Reaſon will 
be toft, and therefore I ſhall not pretend 


to argue with him. And as to our care of 


Poſtericy, I have tcen hundreds more con- 
fderable, with juſt enough to reach em 


how to live, than others whoſe Fathers 


have left em great Eſtates. Human Na- 
£5 % * 
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The Lady's Pacquet broke opent 
ture loves Action; and, generally ſpeak- 
ing, thoſe who have not Buſineſs to em- 


ploy themſelves with, throw away their 


Time in Folly. To thoſe whoſe Natures 
are idle and extravagant, Abundance does 
bur heighten their Misfortune, and make 
'em the more eminently Vicious. But 
how have I wander'd whence I firſt ſet 
out? But 'tis, my dear Siſter, with deſign 
to make you approve my Choice; tho? 
*twere but ſhowing you my Wife, to make 
you entirely of my opinion; the fight of 
her would have ſaved me this labour, her 
Converſation have charm'd even you (all 


lovely as you are) ro an envy of my Hap- 


pineſs, next to enjoying her myſelf. I'm 
impatient to preſent her to your Arms. I 
pleaſe myſelf with thinking what a har- 
mony of Mind will ariſe between you; 
tor in giving you her Character, ſhe has 
but ſat for yours; and were you not my 
Siſter, next my Miſtreſs, I could of all 
Womankind be only charm'd with you: 
Shew me in Nature two ſo fit for Eſteem, 
o fit for Happineſs. That Word recals 
to Morrow to me: I conjure you, Siſter, 
by our Friendſhip, in your Imagination, 
to time my Joys, when all tranſported 1 
{hall naked claſp her fair, ſoft, ſweet, 
enchanting Body to my Boſom : Where, 
O where then muſt the Rapture carry me, 
when the bare Thought can give ſuch Ex- 
taſie to thy eternally loving and happy 
Brother! Adieu. i 


LETTER 
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LETTER III. 


o condole with yout Ladyſhip for 
dhe lots of fo good a Husband ag 
811, is the common bufineſs of e- 
very Viſiter, renewing the Memory of 
Grief whillit applying to your Paſſions: 
My endeavours, in ſpeaking to your Rea- 
Jon, ſhall be to ſuſpend em; tis that I 
wou'd pretend to make my Advocate 
when I addreſs to a Lady of your Excel. 
lence; or when I wou'd dilcharge the 
Duty incumbent on a Friend; and tis 
Reaſon mult inform you (if you give your 
_ Telt liberty to conſult it) that Selt-love is 
2 Weakneſs unworthy of you. Now when 
you mourn thus immoderately, it can be 
only for the Good you imagin'd to have 
loft; it is for your own ſake, not for the 
deceas d; for if in Heaven be Fullneſs of 
Foy, as by our Religion we are inſtructed. 
£o believe, how ablutd is it to grieve for 
rhe early Happineſs of our Friends? when 
by their good Lives here, and departure 
hence, they are i for Bliſs before 
us. Holy Job's Wiſh envies the Portion 
of thoſe Infants who die, from their 
Morhers Womb, upon the Knees of ſuch 
who receive *em. Length of Days is bur 
length of "Miſery ; at leaſt, a ſuſpenſion 
of Joy ; for fince in the Son of God we 
have a ſure and certain hope of a 1555 
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who envies, denies or defers me from 
the immediate enjoyment of that pro- 
mis'd Happineſs > Who wou'd not boldly 
plunge through a ſhort uneafie Paſſage, 
when on the other fide he is ſure to find 


his Pains, his tormenting Deſires; and, 
which is more than all, his end of Sinning ? 
Wou'd he, think you, on any terms, tho” 
hut for a Day, return from thoſe Joys, 
tho' he was ſure to feel as much Pleaſure 
2s he did Pain in his departure? It is not 
the leaſt of Sir ——s good Fortune, that 
he dy'd unknowing the inſeparable dif- 
{ts or diſquiets of Old Age, whoſe very 
frzvingtions are frozen under the Snow 
of fixty Winters. Tho” perhaps this may 
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Life, can he be other than my Enemy, 


the end of all his Wants, his Anxieties, 


ſeem to you a cauſe (however miſtaken) 


for your greater Grief, when, looking 
through the wrong end of the Glaſs, you 


fancy him (by untimely Death) deprived _ 


of many Enjoyments. And were I not on 
ſo ferious a ſubject, I wou'd ſay you 
were in the right; fo far at leaſt; as his 


Happineſs concern'd the poſſeſſion of ſo 


great a Good as your Ladyſhip. Bur 
(that excepted) there can be no other com- 
pariſon than between finite and infinite; 
hence it is that upon no terms can you 
be ſuppos'd to mourn for him. Tis your. 
ſelf then that you lament; and how un- 
worthy is that Lamentation, to a Soul ſo 
reaſonable, ſo capable of Philoſophy , 
nay Religion? The latter you entirely of. 

fend 
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fend, by repining, nay exclaiming againſt 
the Almighty pleaſure of our great Crea- 
tour, who in his Mercy has been pleasd 
to.call one of his Creatures earlier than 
Man's appointed Time, from temporary 
Pains and Sin, to the incapacity of Sin, 
and the poſſeſſion of eternal Pleaſurcs; 
againſt Philoſophy and Reaſon, when you 
vainly torment yourſelf for what is id it- 
felt irrecoyerable, placing Good and Evil 
in things outward, viciating the taſte of 
thoſe things you do or may poſſeſs, by 
an unjuſt Sorrow for that which you have 
no longer a title or hopes of poſſeſſing. 
Thus, Madam, I wou'd pretend to re, 
move your Grief, by ſhewing you, that you 
have no true occaſion of it: For if, as [ 
Have told you, it be Self love, and that 
that. is a Weakneſs, unworthy of you, | 
muſt ſarther ſhew, that that very Self, 
love ought to riſe in Arms againſt the 
continuation of your Sorrow, ſince it not 
only defiroys your Quiet, bur Youth and 
Beauty fly before it, and poſſibly may 
never return. For, how have the faireſt 
- Faces loit (by Grief and languiſhing Me- 
Jancholy) the Lillies and the Carnation 
that made em lovely? A pallid hue ſuc- 
ceeds that Bloom irrefiſtable, inceſtant 
ſcalding Tears can furrow the ſmootheſt 
Cheeks, continual Sighs blow the preg⸗ 
nant Cherry from the envitingeſt Lips; 
and when we weu'd ſpcak of Reaſon, Elo- 
quence, Wir, or any other branch of 
pleaſing Converſation; tis fo profels'd an 
F I 
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Enemy to all in general, that none of em 
ever pretends to appear where that Tytant 
Griet has once taken up its Reſidence. 
Weigh well then, Madam, how ill a. 
Bargain yoh have made; how many Ex- 
cellences you barter for a thing no one in 
his Senſes wou'd entertain; more than 
enough is already paid to Cuſtom, and 
the unjult Opinion of the World. Re. 
zſſume your Courage, conſult your Rea. 
fon, throw hence your Sorrow, take to 
yourlelf that noble Fortitude which fa 
dell becomes a Genius exalted as your 
Ladyſhip's. Were it to the advantage of 
the deceas'd (or that by it we cou'd recal 
him to Lite and you) my ſelf wou'd club 
# Tear with you, be a conffant Mourner 
at his Tomb, till our mingled Sorrows 
had their deſir d Effect. But imagining 
that by Other Endeavours and Services to 
his lovely Relict I thall better expreſs 
my late Friendſhip to your admired Hut: 
band, I reſerve all the. Powers of my 
Soul, and all my Reaſon, to approve my- 
fel, ee EET ET 
Madam, your Ladyſhip's moſt 
devoted, 'moſt obedient, 
and moſt bumble Servant. 
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I ſubduing the Will you command the 
Perſon, nor is it in my power to re- 
tuſe the greateſt Requeſt you can make; 
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*twere vain. to endeavour diſobeying you. 


I am chain'd your Slave; therefore. know 


5 own Power, and boldly, name your 
eſires; well may you exert that Autho- 


+. 


rity. where. you are ſure of an. implicit 


Obedience; I yield. to every Wiſh. your 
Soul can form; you are entirely Abſolute, - 
unleſs you ſhou'd attempt Impoſſibilities; 
amongſt which, I reckon this as the great. 
eſt, for me to breath a. moment without 


being (as Jam) unalterably Yours, 


hy o 
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1 Cou'd not poſſibly, dear. Madam get 


intelligence where the fair pretended 
＋. - lodges; I don't wonder ſhe 


18 | 
that takes ſuch Liberties, ſhould be of- 


fended at the nice reſtriction of Inclina- 
tion, and ſhould blame ſwoond ing at 2 
Shadow, who prefers the Joys of dying 
in the rapturing Arms of 2 ſubſtantial 
Lover, to all the ties of Duty and Reli- 
gion. She who can't in the leaſt pretend 
to any diſguſt, to juſtifie her ſtolen Plea- 


ſures ; tho? the Colonel ſays they are in 
© folerable, I find by him they are not 
unutterable. I dare not vindicate my Let 


ter, but I think there is more Vertue ex 
preſs' d in the compoſition, than there was 


good Nature in ſhowing it; but twas an 


unhappy Truth which I need not have 
told; tho' Vertue without Temptation 
FF n 
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has no room to beaſt. Tis Sunday Night, | 
and I ama little ſerlous, and thence temp- 
red to fay a thoufand things in the behalf 
of innocent Pain and reluQant ſacrificing 
the moſt endearing Pleaſures to Vertue. 

Sure Crown gave à true definition of ra, 
tional Beings, when he ſaid, 
— *Tis ot eaſy to be bad or good, 

Vice plagues the Mind, and Fertue Fleſh 

| (and Blood. 
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Perhaps I cou'd have quoted St. Paul 
to the ſame effect. But no more of this. 
Twill not ſeal my Letter till next Poſt, 
for I've thought of a Stratagem to he bet- 
ter informed, as you require; and aſſure 
yourſelf, I do my beſt to ſerve in every 
Command you ſhall honour me with. I 
hope to be in London in 2 Month's time, 
but am ſorry you ate ſo far from it, ſince 
nothing is of greater power to draw me 
_ thither, than your charming Converſati- 
on, for which alone Pd abandon all So- 
ciety on Earth beſide; and be more bleſs'd 
than if. for them I, were deprived of Yours. 
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EETTER Wh 


Dear Madam, 
H tear of being ttoubleſom ſtopt 
L my willing Hand, elle your obliging 
1 1 Ev J ” 
Leiter had been anfwerd ere this, and 


J ou'd 
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I ſhou'd have chid your Civility to Mr. —, 
for really I'm aſham'd to have my Letters 
ſeen by any Critick but yourſeli, whoſe 
1 | thought, wou'd over- bal. 
ance the ſeverity of your Judgment, and 
make you forgive the Faults of one whoſe 
endeavours to oblige you with my Let- 
ters is without the leaſt Vanity, or pre- 
tending to make my Thoughts intelligible, 
and letting you know how ready I am to 
ſerve the Perſon I ſo admire. - I expect. 
amongft other Plays this Week, Abra. 
Mule, and Liberty Aferted. . I hope 
Mr. Dir has not made Captain R—g—y 
the Heroe of his Play. 1 have been but 
little out of late, confin'd by Mr. ——'s 
IIIneſs, who has Kept his Chamber this 
Month, where have (as they ſay I am in 
Duty bound) attended him; fo that I 
cannot ſo well give you information. I 
miſs none of the Ladies near us, but my 
Lady —, and my Lady —— The 
firſt is a Widow, related to the T——, 
and comes down ere long; the other has 
been in Town the time you mentior, with 
her ſuperanuated L—d, which may per: 
haps be equivalent to a Traveller; rhey 
are expected next Week; bus thele Cir- 
cumſtances are too weak for a demonſtra- 
tion; I Iuppoſe her Vertue equals her 
Charms, don't take my Suppoſition tor 
Oracle. I ſhall have the happineſs of 
Tome better Converfation next Werk, 
and then for Cenſure and Scandal. With 
you I don't fear a diſcovery. I had been 
| in 
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in Town ere this, but tor my Spouſes ill- 
neſs, and am forced toabandon the Shades 
and Males, for Hazard and Piquet in a 
Chamber. I have -no. defire of London 
tor itſelf, were not the ever charming — 
there, whole Converſation will recom- 
pence the greateſt Fatigue. 5 = 
A nice informing Beau has Juſt learn'd 
me, that the prettieſt Lady near us, is 
Mrs. ——, Wife to Sir I— I—'s ſecond 
Son; ſhe was a C—— ; and if it be lo, 
mult intrigue with her Relation, tor by 
Marriage the Colonel is doubly fo; his 
Siſter having marry'd Sir 1— I——sS 
firſt Son. She is at this preſent in London, 
without her Husband, and muſt be the 
fair Lady to whom the Heroe gives ſuch 
intolerable Pleaſure. Nor can we wonder 
at Colonel B—— ?'s amotous Star, when 
his Father ſhor himfelt for love of a 


Grand Mother. But that's old News to 


the World, if not to you. However, we 
may recollect the good- nature of the 
B—h—ps, thoſz (not infallible) Eng- 
liſh Popes. She was his Wifes Siſter, 
and ſcrupled to marry him without the: 
diſpenfing Power. Mr. B——7 had writ 
againſt their great Diana, and offended em 


io far, that they wou'd by no means con- 


ſent to a Marriage within the Degrees 
forbidden. This caus'd him to ſhoot 
himſelf, unable to live without the En- 


ſoyment of his Miſtreſs. The dreadful 


| Deed done, he yer liv'd a Fortnight. The 
g00d-natur'd P—I— tes relented, and al- 
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low'd a Diſpenſation, tho? too late for 
our dying Lover to profit by it. So that 


itill *rwas no more than in ſeeming: Cha. 


rity. Now, if it was once a Sin, it was 
always 2 Sin; and by conſequence, they 
muſt he in the wrong one way or other, 
either in granting, or refufing. I beg you 


wou'd burn this Letter, for tis of ſuch a 


nature; that I ſhould be toath to venture 
it in any other but your fair and faithful 
Hand. You ſee how willing Jam to ſerve 
you, tho? againſt my beft natur'd Inclina- 
tions; nor can I juſtly complain, ſhould 


Lever be diſcover in an Amour of my 


own, ſince fo officious in diſcovering ano- 


thers: But my Innocence dare do any 


thing bur diſoblige you. I hope to hear 
if we have hit the Mark, and that you 
allow me the honour to aſſert my ſelf 
always Yours. 7; 
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Dear Madam, 

Shall not trouble you with my Ad- 

- ventures between this and London, 
oily that it was more like a Voyage than 
a Journey; and having juſt left the agree 
able hutry ot the Town, this more than 


r. 


mid - night ſilence lulls me into an Inlen 


Ability; ſo that my Amuſement is like 
St. Paul's Raptures, wherber in the Boch 
of 
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or" out of the Body, I cant tell. Perhaps 


out, for the ſenſe of loſs is very exquiſite, 
and I believe by next Poſt I ſhall be able 
to prove. there's a local Hell. Nor is 
there any Redemption, ſince tis impoſſi- 
ble to forget your charming Converſation, 


my moſt agreeable Entertainment in Town, 
from which J am barr'd, for there is ma- 
ny 2 Gulf between us. Mͤy Spouſe met 


me, tho' the Waters were out, with an 
Olive Branch; but had he made a Helle- 
pond of it, perhaps I had been rather a 
Hero than an Heroine. : Dear Madam, 
pardon this Rallery, and, to be ſerious, 
let me hear I am ſtill in your Favour ; 
one Line from you will be a Bliſs beyond 
Volumes from any other Hand; could my 
Expreſſions equal my Thoughts of your 
charming engaging Self, I ſhould tire you 
with miriads of deas ſoft Things, and. 
weary-you with what no Lady ever was 
yet, her own Praiſes, Oc. 


LETTER VIII. 


Dear Madam, 4 
Am pleas'd at your Kind determination 


» 


10, could I hope ſuch a Solitude woulck 
be any ways agreeable to you. Your Wel- 


com to me will be like a Prince o a Pea- 


ſant, whete the ſenſe of the ticnour is 


Oo 2 too 


tor two Months; and ſhould be more 
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too much allay'd by that of Demerit. | 
have neither Waller nor Dryden's Fables, 
therefore they d be welcom: Bur pardon 
me that | dare ask any thing with you, 
who are yourſelf more than all, from the 
great Maro doven to Garth. I hope you'll 
honour our Country with ſome of your 
gayer Ornaments, ſince we ſhall quickly 
have, near my Lord / ', ſome 
Horiz-kaces, that will be adorn'd with 
ſome thoutands of mounted Beaus, and 
Coichcs ;z and us in your power to make 
the Braw monde there. If you ſhould not 
want room in the Chariot, I may perhaps 
be ſo happy to meet you. Pray, by way 
ot Premaratonys think what a dull Solitude 
Fou are approaching to, to wander in un. 

frequented Paths, no Muſick but filly 
Birds. no Park, no Beau but a ſacred Cy- 
nick, no Wit beyend a Cambridge Pun, 
od Gardens and Orchards inſtead of 
Spring- Garden, and an ancient Manfion- 
Houten Toon of a gay KRuel; nay worle, 
muſt go to Church once a Week, (or be 
obliged to ſearch for an allowable Excuſe) 
and have, Grace jaid every day over an ill 
 dreis'd Dumer coo perhaps: But there is 
nothing ſhall not be made agreeable, as 
far as they are capable of amendment, by, 
dear Madam, . 


Tours, c. 


ot LETTER 


© 


The L Pacquet broke open. | 


LETTER IX. 


adam, , 

Muſt acquaint your Ladyſhip in the 
1 Marriage of the young Lady 
married to that old 55 Lover of 
Sixty odd, my Lord —, being upon 
a religious ſtrain, and defiting Canonizas 
tion hereafrer ( it Sufferings can make a 
Saint). *Tis ſaid, that ſhe refolv'd to 
marry the two worſt Husbands in England, 
that ſhe might have her Morrifications 
and Puniſhment in this Lite. 

What has been the young Lady's in- 
ducement to this Marriage (unleſs Mor- 
tification) is hard to ſay. My Lord has 
long been look'd upon (however formerly 
ſucceſsful) as a Piece our of uſe amongſt 
the Ladies. Surely ſhe wanted to be one 
Step higher in the Temple of Honour. It 
Death dees not quickly ZE parate them, 
they fear that Accidents may; for I heat 
there's a Proviſion made on my Lady's 
fide for Jealouſie, Ill humovr, &c. and a 
leparare Maintenance agreed on, in caſe 
they part within a limited time. 

This Marriage reviving Paſſages of my 
Lord's former Life, an airy youngiſh Wo- 
man (who had had the pleaſure to out- 

lire her Reputation) told me, in Confi- 
dence, That upon the death ef his laſt 
Lady it came into her head to try what 


Charm there was in this old Peer, that 
Q 0 2 ft 
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Dur moſt devoted, 
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ſtill, where he pleas'd, made him ſucceſs, 
ful. She had a pretty Strain in writing 
of fooliſh Love Letters, and began a Cor: 


reſpondence with him. He was ſo vain 


to believe a young Lady wasfallen in love 
with him; and aniwer'd her again with 
as much Vanity and Fire, as if he had 


reckon'd no more than Two and twenty, 


They came to an Afſignation. Our Heroin 
is pretty, genteel and gay, but was ſo ill 
ſatisfied with her Lover, that ſhe cry 'd 


cout, he was all over Threeſcore: And 


when his Marriage Articles were in treaty. 
ſhe ſent a Letter to the Lady, to advife 
her to inſiſt upon the Privilege of a Gal. 
lant, for to her knowledge ſhe would 
ſtand as much in need of that as of a ſe- 
parate Mainteranctp ee. 

I beg your Pardon, Madam, for giving 
in to the Airineſs of this Creature ſo fat 
as to preſume to entertain your Ladyſhip 
with it; bur if it makes you ſmile, I have 
my end; and being at too great a diſtance 


to ſee the Bluſh I have rais d, I may the 


more eafily hope Forgiveneſs for, Ma. 


* 


oſt obedient Servant. 


#3} 


LETTER 


- 
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LETTER X. 


Sir, 
Have been fo fatigu'd with the imper. 
tinent Addreſſes of the Men, that I 
could not find time to anſwer yours be- 
fore. I thank you for your Advice. Tis 


true | would marry, but not yet; ris 


time enough when I come to be a ſtale 
Maid here, to retire into the Country, 
and there take up with ſome graye Coyn- 
try Juſtice, where I may rule the Family 
and the Peace too. 1 fancy in five or fix 
Years time 1 ſhall grow weary of the 
Town, but as yet the Gaieties and Gal- 
lantries of Love are very taking, You 


loſing my Repuration by theſe Freedoms; 
but, Sir, you are miſtaken ; for the only 
way to loſe that, is ro be roo ſolicitous 
about it. Scandals in the Country are 
pieces of innocent Diverſions here; ane 
one may as well pretend to live without 
fre Cloaths, as without an Intreague. I 


have half a ſcore upon my hands at this 


time, and keep em all in ſuſpenſe ; give 
one a favourable Look, another a Smile, 
a third my Hand to kiſs : But then, to 
keep them at their due diſtance, the next 
ume I fee em, frown on the firſt, rail ar 
the ſecond, wonder at the Sawejnsſs of 
the third, if he attempt the ſame Freedom 


again, Ob, Sir, you know not how plea- 


Oog fant 


counſel me, Sir, againſt the danger of 
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ſant a ſight tis, to ſee this Beau cring and 
ſcrew his Body into an hundred Shapes in 
hopes to make nimfelt appear amiable to 
me; that Spark ſighing, with a languiſh. 

ing dying Air, in hopes to make me figh 
by Sympathy; that Wir racking his Brains 
to write taking Billet douces; but Wits 
are the moſt dangerous Company a Wo. 
man can keep; they are commonly vain- 
glorious, and dug gf more than they can 
Obtiin. That which vexes me molt, is, 
my 4liowance is but ſmall ; I have new 
Cloaths but twice a Year; ſo that I am 
forced to turn and twine em, that I may 
not be known by them; fine Cloaths have 
wonderful Charms with the Men; and 
one had as good be ugly as ill dreſsd. 
But, Sir, if yon pleaſe, I will give you a 
Catalogue of my Lovers. I have a young 
Doctor of Phyſick that makes honourable 
Addreſſes to me; but. I think not that an 
equal Match, unleſs I could poiton him 
as eaſily as he can me : I have a young 
Counſellor of the Temple, turniſh'd with 
more Law than Senſe: A young Merchant, 
finer than à Covent-Garden Beau, and 
more demure than my Chamber-Maid ; 
ne courts me, not by Billet- douces, but by 
Bills of Exchange, and Stock Jobbing ; 
but J have no mind to venture my ſelf on 
his dangerous Bottom. So much for my 
matrimonial Pretenders. I have another 
ſort, who are for nothing but Love, and 
2bominate rhe Pagan Confinement of Wed- 
lock, as a Device of Intereſt in the Prieſt, 


the Qualification of keeping a Miſtreſs 
with greater Grandeur than ever he will 


his Wife. I receive his Lordſhip witk 
the Air of Quality, bluſh at his Addreſſes, 


and ſeem pleaſed at his no Jeſt; but ne- 


ver give encouragement to ſo ſcandalons a 


Motion. He's very hand ſom, dreſſes and 
dances well; I ſhould like his Company 


at a Ball, the Box in a Play Houſe, in 


the Mall, or Hide-Park, if it were not 


for fear of being taken for his Miſs ; but 


| he's nor at all fit for an Intrigue. Next I 
have a Beau of Tom's Coffee-Houſe, a 


Man of War, he Swears much, Fights 
little, and Prays leſs, is an irreconcilable 


Enemy to Senſe and Matrimony : I never 
admit him but when J am idle, or have 
no other Company, for He is a very nau- 
{cous Fop, Then I have a finical Courtier, 
monſtrouſly in love, who fweagxs if twere 


not for the Scandal of it, he has Paſſion 


enough to marry me: He's damn d a thou- 


ſand Fathom if there be any of the Maids 


of Honour comparable to me. But a- 
mongſt the reſt, there's an ingenious youn- 
ger Brother to a certain Baronet of our 
acquaintance, who dreſſes neat and free 
irom Foppery, a genteel and unaffected 
Air, a Tongue able to ſeduce a Veſtal Vir- 
gin, tho? ſure to die for yielding. This 
Man, I confeſs, Sir, has ſuch an aſcen- 
dant over me, that I wiſh he were not 


1 N 357 
dc ſtifle the free-born Joys of Love: A 
mong theſe is a young Lord juſt arrived 

to his Eſtate and Honour, and wants only a 
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wild ; I fear { have heard him ſay too 
much for my Quiet; but by my ewn na- 
tural Gaiety, 1 endeavour to forget theſe 
ſerious Follies, and by the abundance of 
Noiſe and Fools I'm daily converſant with, 
I am now, Sir, perfecuy tired with this 
Subject, and fhall here only farther add 
the conſtant Eſteem and Reſpect where- 
with 19m, „ 
F Tour obliged humble Servant, | 


"nl 2 —_—_— 


LeTTEr XI. 


Madam, Cs | 
Am raviſhed to hear we are like 
ro have the pleaſure of kiſſing 
your Hands at the Bath this Seaſon; 
you are the Life and Soul of Cogver- 
lation, and ever infpire us with what is 
0 gay and (nining. My Endeavours has 
been ar length ſucceſsfal ; I have found 
| the Lady's Riddle, which I need not tell 
; =] you is interpreted a Sig). A famous Poet 
== bas inverted the Subject in a manner nor 
8 Fivel enough for your Converſation; how. 
ever, if it be Wit, you'll grant *ris the 
wort ſort, and that nothing is more eaſie 
than burleſquing the beſt things, tho none 
has ſucceeded in the way, nor ever will, 


* 


believe, like Hudibraſs. 


— 
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4 Riddle by ho Author of the Vette 
e No, ng the Spleen. | = 


51 ; 
c Air, the Breath of Lovers, 
ay = 47 fron a ſecret Fire, 

Whic by thee itſelf di iſcoversy, 

E re yet daring to aft pres 

II. 

Softeſt Note of whiſper'd Anguiſh, 
Harmony'r refineft part, | 
9 whilſt thou ſoem ſt to Janguiſh, 

Tull upon the hearers's Heurt. 

III. | 

So teſt Meſſenger of Paſſion, 

ft Me thro? ora of Spies, | 
W hich conflrain the outward faſhion, 

* the Lips, and guard rhe E __ 

i i, 

Shapeleſ; Sieb we ne er can Hh thes. 

Fram d but to aſſault the Ear, 
Vt ere to their coſt they know thee, 

E very W ac read i it here. 


1 have alſo ſent vou Dr. Cowerd's far- 


ther Thoughts upon the human Soul, with 


Dr. Taylor's, and Mr. B roughton's Anſwet 
to his Second Thoughts. The firft appears 
to me to have done moſt juſtice to the 
Argument. The Doctor's Netion ſeems 

to inſinuate the entire Mortality, under 
Pretence of the Soul's fleeping till the 
grand Reſurrection. Tis however cer-· 


®, oe © ; 
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rain, that this Doctrine is much older than 


himſelf. I have feen a ſmall Treatiſe, 
Printed in the Year 1650, call'd, Man 


' wobolly Mortal; from whence he ſeems to 


have tranſcrib'd his ſtrongeft Arguments. 
Cou'd we but grant him that Point of 7he 
Soul s paſſiveneſs till the Reſurrefion, 
*wou'd bid fair for its entire Mortality, 
fince what can ceaſe to be, tho” but for a 
moment, may ceaſe for ever. Our Second 
Appearance (allowing the Doctor's No- 
tion) may be more properly call'd a New 
Creation, than a RefurreCtion : Notwith- 
Randing, the Body being {till ſubſiſting 
under ſeveral Tranſmutations, as into 
Worms, or a clod ot Clay, Oc. the Soul be- 
ing an immaterial Spirit, incapable of any 
ſuch Change, muſt fy off and diſſolve into 
Air, and certainly ceaſe to be, fince you 


allot it no Repoſitory; and that however 


the Body may ariſe the fame, there muſt 
be a new Creation of the Soul, or Spirit, 
to animate that Body; unleſs youll allow 
it can be likewiſe tranſmuted and ſubſiſt, 
tho“ under the form of a tuft of Grafs, C. 
which is unworthy the dignity of fo di- 
yine, 1 unalterable a Being. 


Jam, Madam, with poreer fu? 
Hiclination, Your moſt fincers... 
mod devoted, and moft bum. 
ble Servant. 8 


LETTER 
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LettE K XII. 


7 HERE is nothing in all my late 
Follies and Diſappointments that 
afflicts me ſo much as difobliging you; 


to injure you, is to loſe the Favour of a 


Maſe. Let, Madam, I hope you will 


ſtill be ſo good as to do me the honour you 
deſigu d me on Fr:day Evening; where 
you will inſpire me with your Preſence; 
tor to you abſent, I can fay nothing; to 
you preſent, *tis not Excellence to be Elo- 
quent, for you are not only Author of 
all the elegant things yourſelf ſpeak, but 
of all that others ſay to you, 
Jam, Madam, 
Tour obedient Servant, 


32 * 


LETTER XII 


Madam, 


1 Am very unhappy in your ſilence to 


two Letters from me, nor know I 
whether to fear your want of Health, or 
my loſs of your Favour; the latter Miſ- 
fortune can be exceeded by nothing but 
the former. I hope I did not offend you 
in mentioning a Chymical Receipt; for 


who can talk to a Poeteſs and Philoſo- 


pher, without ſpeaking of the Arts in 
Which ſhe is Miſtreſs? Twere as unrea- 


ſonable 


5 3 \ 
* 


5 


„ | „ ; / 5 3 
374 = The Lady's Pacguet broke open. | 
fonable to expect ſuch a ſilence, as to dee 

fire my forbearance of celebrating your 

Ferſon; you imprint - yourſelf roo deep. 
ly in all the Hearts you conquer, to ex- 

aft an admiration without either com. 

plaint or praiſe of the lov'd cauſe of their 
Affliction. If this comes to your Hands, 
pray let me hear from you, and .under- 
and in what I have  rreſpaſs'd ; for tho? 
your Anger will be a. very quick Sorrow 
to me, I think I can bear it much eaſier 
than your Indifference; for Reſentment, 


ho* to one's diſadvantage, has ſome re- 


* 


gard in it. 


Ian, Madam, your muſt 
5 . obedient, moſt obliged, 
5 moſt humble Servant. 
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7 OU have too much Generoſity (if 
you do not rally when you fay J 
deſerted upon bad News) in letting me 
know the good. I congratulate your Sue. 
ceſs, and am heartily glad thar Wealth 
falls into an hand which is as liberal as tis 
a fair, and can give Bounty itſelt a new 
beauty. I ſincerely think your Mind of 
the brighteſt Frame, and believe, were it 
it „out power your Liberality would be 
25 h nverlal as your Genius: . You have, 
indeed, rightly compar'd the harmony of 
Life to that of my Verſe; but pray 
temeniber 


$ 
3 
Þ | 
, „ 


F 


remember both are oppreſs d by Fortune; 


and that I have a Midwife would ſpoik 
the moſt hopeful Delivery upon Earth. 
You know not the bottom of my Care 


if you did, you'd wonder how I could 


have the leaſt of quiet, which indeed I 
Rd amv 5 
Jam, Madam, 


Tour moſt obliged Servant 


. 


3 


LETTER XV. 
Madam, | 

I Thank your Tenderneſs of me, in an- 
] ſwering my Impertinence with ſo much 


Civility. You cannot imagine with what 
Sorrow I receiv'd the News of Mrs. Tem- 


8192 
4 


perance's deceaſe; but it ſhe was ſuch a 


growing Beauty, tis a bleſſing to her indul- 
gent Father, who might have let her per- 
haps have run the danger of ſuch Courſes 
as brought her into the World. But (he 
is gone, and methinks *ris unreaſonable in 
her Rhyming Pappa, not to give her an 
Epitaph, tho he could not a Funeral; but 
he is ſo alter'd and reform'd to Vertue, 
that he is now rather gueſſing where ſhe 
is as an Immortal, than where laid as 
Mortal ; but you are ſo much a meer 
Deiſt, that you inquire not whether ſhe 
that came into the World guilcily, can 
go out innocently. I believe your Fire- 


man as well as mine is turn'd into Aſhes, 


that 
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that you do not mention him in any or 
Tours. You never tell me any News: I 
have none but Love - toys; my Miſtreſs again 
Hies me, but I will underſtand no other 
but that tis to be purſu'd; for 1 make 
Love as I would lay a Siege; tis not my 
bufineſs to confider whether I ſhall win 
the Town or not; but I know it's my 
duty to lay my Bones there, or do it, I 
do not know what to talk to you longer, 
but know, I can't end till the end of the 
Paper. Let me hear how Love thrives in 
Town, and alſo how you are now em 

ploy'd, as to Buſineſs. 


. — 


n 


„LET NVI. 
Madam, Ek 
HE Poſt is juft going out, but the 
Fellow waits for this to you, which 
He muſt never go without. Pray let me. 
Hear how the Fire burns, and what's be- 
come of your ſooty Sage who you once 
Teem'd to liſten to. What was your buſi- 
neſs at North. Hall? Are it and — again 
Friends ? Or has he that Place mortgag'd 
te him, or how? I am ſure you never are 
out of an Intrigue, and I take it ill that 
1 live in ignorance. I tell you all I am 
_ Which is following a wild, re- 
gardleſs, pretty Innecent, that is, a very 
Woman, a natural, artleſs Tyrant. There is 
an old Gentlewoman in theſe Parts rich 
enough 


— 
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enough, would, I believe, have more pity 

on me, and ſecs (tho' in Spettacles) 'a 
broad Back; but there is ſo much Niter 
and Sulpher in the Mine, that I can't 
think of digging there. The poor old 
Lover attempts Fifteen at me; and I 
ſwear I am ſometimes in the humour of 
deferting her that's frozen in Youth, to 
rake her that's warm in old Age. The 
good Lady is hollow, but not falſe ; the 
Girl's flippant, but not kind. I am divid- 
el between Horrour and Deſire, and trem- 
ble with both : What will become of me? 
[f this cruel Fair goes on, ſhe will be the 
Death of me, throw me into my Grave 


the Matron, and bury my live Coals in her 


Alhes. 


** 


LETTER XVII. 
Madam, | 1 
T is an Hour ſince I writ my laſt 
to you, and two ſince I heard from 
you ; you cannot imagine how much the 
dear Indulgence of my Chymical Creed 
has made me forget my preſent Calami- 
ties. But 'tis but an ordinary effect in 
you to diſpel all things that don't move 
Joy and Kapture. I fee you, Madam, I 
fee Venus as buſie in the Coals, as ever 
Vulcan was, and Riches athix'd at laſt to 
2 beauteous Form and engaging Mien. 
1 with, Madam, the Charms of your Por- 
ſon as immortal as thoſe of your Wir. 
am, Madam, your moſt obedient Servant. 
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LETTER XVII. 


Madam, 


I Have yours at the Seventh Inſtant, and 


1 am very proud of à place in your 


Memory: I participate heartily of the 


Philoſophick Elevation, but am ſorry th: 


Operator has left you; I have all things. 


here at my devotion, and lie in the no. 
bleſt and moſt pleaſant Lodgings I ever 


was in. There is a very convenient di. 


ſtant Farm. Houſe, where I cou'd, methinks, 


work with a great deal of happineſs and 
privacy, if I had any Receipt; but I fear 
J treſpaſs in that Thought, and beg your 
Pardon for it. There is in no Poet extant 
{o perfect a diſcription of a true Wood. 


- Nymph, as my Miſtreſs. 1 muſt diſpatch 


two or three clumſy Rivals, befides a 
large Attendant Maſtiff, that always fol. 


| lows her, before my acceſs is eaſie. She 


Dreams) not to tell her you have heard | 


Joy to, 


has an excellent wild Beauty and Wit, 


and every thing that Nature only can be. 


{tow. I beſeech you, if you ſee the Hag, 
(who is a perte& Night-Mare to my 


from me. Be pleas'd to write to me, 
for that fair Hand can impart nothing but 
Madam, your meſt obedient, 
moſt obliged, moſt humiie 
Servant, 


„L. E 
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LETTER WM. 2 
Madam, 


* O U certainly believe me in love 


1 wich you, or you would anſwer my 
Letters: I know it my Fate to be ſhun'd 
when it comes to that. We had yelter- 
day a Funeral here, where my Fair one 
was a Beater, and I led one of the Mour- 
ners. In the performance of that Othee 


dias no ſmall Diverſion to the ill-natur'd 


Company to obſerve her skuttle toward 
the Grave to avoid poor me: But I aſ- 
lure her I'll follow her to it or my own, 
but we will lie in the ſame Bed. I ſhoul 

come to Town forthwith, bur that my 
Colonel, the Governor here, is expected 
daily, and I ſtay to attend him in his Di- 
verſions and Retirement; in which we 
ſhall have many pleating Entertainments 
tor thoſe that can taſte em: But all thoſe 
things to a Man in my Condition, are 
Landskips before a blind Man, or Muſick 


to a deaf. If you do not anſwer this 


Scribble, I ſhall underſtand I am imperti- 
nent, and not trouble you til I have your 
Commands for it. I truſt in Providence 
you will ſoon ſee my Condition alter'd 
tor the detrer, and me at a better Light ; 
tor I aſſure you moſt of my Faults were 
Accidents of my Fortune: Then I will be 
jult to that extream Hag, Mrs. S—— 
When you ſee her, ſay What you can for 
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hoer Pacification, for ſhe rides my Dreams. 
Whaes become of Mrs. — 2 Does 


ſhe ſtill calk as loud as ſhe talk d of — 
Give her my Service, but let none know 
where'I am. I write to you, I believe, 
from as beautiful a Proſpect as any in the 
World; and ſince my death in Love, 
fancy myſelf after my departure in the 
Elyſian Fields. where Sadnels is agreeable, 
and Sorrow has a gloomy charm abeve 
Foy. Bur there is nothing, even here, 
can divert my Eye, my Heart, or Hand, 


from any opportunity of expreſſing my- 


felt; Madam, 
Jour moſt obedient Servant. 


4 JET ER XI. 
KA having been a day or two out of 
this Iſland, prevented the receipt 


of yours till to day; wherein you give 
me the exalted Station of lying at your 


Feet. Believe hereafter the call for Let. 


ters to be my Paſſing: Bell, if you neglett 
writing : I cannot blame, tho' I hate thoſe 
that interrupt you: For, who would not 


enproſs you? The Verſes I will imme- 


diately fall upon, and ſend you. Pray 
tell me ſerioufly whether you are perieQ- 
ly aſſur'd in your Secret. I can depend 
upon what you approve : For tho' you 


have a great deal of Wit, there's no de- 


celving 


u 
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ceiving you. I can't tell vrhat my Lord's 
intentions for me are, but am ſure he has 
exceeded my Deſert already. I know not 


but I may be hereafter in a Capacity to 
receive you here, and ſee this the fortu- 
nate Iſland. For if yon do not redreſs, 
you make us forget our Misfortunes; and 
methinks I could ever thus delude the 
miſery of your Abſence by writing to you, 
but that I prefer your Satisfaction to my 
own, and return you to the Company 
that envy me a Line from you, to bribe 
'em to give you leiſure ſometimes for a 
Charity to, Madam, 8 


Tour moft obedient, 


moſt bumble Servant. 


* 6—— 


+ 
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'LETT%k K X36 


Dear Sir, 
FT Give you this trouble to deſire you'd 
do me the Favour of a Line or twa, 
that | may nor look upon myſelf quite 
out of your Thoughts when ypu come to 
an "Evenze. My implicit Faith deſeryes 
{ome Confideration ; and when the Phi- 


lolophick World js to be diſpos d of, - 
hope there will ſome Corner or other in 


it tall ro my ſhare. If you have any ac⸗ 
count of the moſt renowned Mr. /. 


* 2 
you'd extreamly oblige me to let me 
EP} _ - i mayy 


| 581 


ing fo well of a Man of ſo little Merit ; 


\ 
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have it; for J am paſſionately taken with 


his exemplary Sincerity, who gave me 2 
Note of 100 /. and ſent me word I ſhould 
never have it. I wiſh I could learn whe- 
ther. he has been in Town of late, or not, 


If you'll anſwer this impertinent Paper, 


you'll do an action ſuitable to your good- 
nature and uſual Friendſhip to, Sir, 
Tur molt obliged, and 
moſt humble Servant. 


> 
—_ oh 


"LETTER III. 
Madam, 
VOurs of the firſt was no ſmall Satiſ 
faction to me; for I could not ima- 
gine the reaſon of your Silence; but am 


glad to find you have been in the Coun- 
try; for I hope when I have next the 


— 


happineſs of ſeeing you, to be entertain'd 


with the effects of your Leiſure, *T was 
impoſſible for that fair elegant Hand of 


yours to be unemply'd when you were in 


the Seat ofethe Muſes, and Rivers, Hills, 


Fountains and Fields were the charming 


Objects of your Imagination. I thank 


your very good nature for the kind opinion 


it makes you expreſs of me; and I aſſure 
you I have a very grateful ſenſe of your 


- Habile and uſeful Friendſhip to me. Pray, 


Madam, indulge the Weakneſs of think- 


103 


: 


The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 
| for too much Good-nature is ſo beautiful 
2 Fault, that *twere Imperfection to want 
ir, I expect to hear from you more at 
large than your laſt afforded me. All the 
News you have of any ſort let me have; 


for the minuteſt thing that concerns yo“ 


is of a very great moment to, Madam, 


Tour moſt obedient Servant. 


* 
— * 


* 
8 * 


EET TER AM. 


Madam, | | 

CE my laſt, there is come into my 

hands a Pacquet of ſuch Letters as 
were left in Town at my Aunts for me: 
Among which I find one from you, my 
ready good Genius, to warn me of ap- 
proaching Harms. How, Madam, ſhall 1 
deſerve, how {hall F thank this unwearied 
groundleſs Goodneſs in you ? I profeſs 
to you I take no comfort in any Intellts 
gence to this place but what I receive 


from your Letters; therefore pray be ſo 


charitable as to ſend me a Line as often 


as you can. That which aggravates my. 


Vexation is, that I have very fair Pro- 


ſpects could I be let alone, but fear the 


purſuit of ſenſeleſs and mercileſs People 
will interrupt my Deſigns, even to their 
own diſadvantage. I cannot forbear talk- 
ing to you all my Soul, for you muſt be 
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my ProteQreſs in ſeveral Accidents. [ 

cannot forbear having hopes in your Chy. 
meſtry. The Verſes I am this morning 
about, but ſhall not finiſh ic againſt the 
Poſt, therefore keep it in reſerve for an- 
other pretence to write to you. Dear Ma- 
dam, let me know if you have any Chy. 
mical Medicine for Poverty; and if 
the matter he demonſtrative to you, or 
not. There is nothing ſo acceptable to 
me as to read from you, no not the plea- 
{ſure of talking to you, which I muſt leave 
oft leſt I never enjoy the other, as a juſt 
Judgment on the Impertinence of, Ma- 


dam, „ 5 
3 Jour moſt happy Slave. 


3 


LETTER NIV. 


U ſed to be pretty lucky in diſeovering 
Secrets, and I have now, Madam, 

ound one worthy your Ladyſhip's Curio- 
firy. A young Woman, with whom I di. 
verted myſelt, did me the favour to go 
with me into the Country for a Week, 
during the heat of the Seaſon : There 
ought to be a ceflation of Pleaſure, as well 
as Buſineſs, to wake us the more eagerly to 
return to our Bent. One Morning I left 
my fair Lady in Bed; and riſing at Five 
of the Clock, took a Book in my Pocket, 
and reſolv'd to divert myſelf with walk: 
ing farther than I could have done with 


my 


4 
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my ſoft Companion. The Place we were 


at, was ——, twelve Miles from Lon. 
don. I croſs d over the Lanes and Fields, 


pleas'd with the irregularity of my Walk, 
for my defien was only Exerciſe and the 
Air. I found myſeli, by Seven of the 
Clock, wanderd far from the place 


whence I ſet out, and ſome diſtance from 
any Road, but near a neat little Brick- 


Houſe built at the extremity of a Field, 
J made up to it, with a deſign to reit 
myſelf upon a Bench that was placed at 
the Garden Gate, which had a Trils 
that gave the Proſpect of the Country. 
"Twas open, and I found the ſatisfaction 
of viewing a very pretty. Place, wonder- 
fully near,” and adorned with Pots and 
Greens ſuiticienc to give me an opinion of 
the Genius of the Perſon who was the 
Owner. I ſhut the Gate, becauſe I was 
not willing to be ſeen by any from the 
Houſe, who would perhaps have reckon'd 


me an Intruder, cho' I exceeded not the 


liberty of the Bench: Where reſting my- 
ſeit, I was going to continue my Diver- 
ſion of Reading; but J had not been there 
twenty Minutes, when I ſay, from the 
other end of the Field. a Lady advancing 
towards the Houſe. She had on a white 
Silver Stuff Night-Gown, hanging looſe, 
or lap'd about her, lin'd with a full Roſe- 
colour Sattin; a Waſtcoat that, at the 
Boſom, ſhew'd a quantity of fine Flanders 
Lace, with a Shift and Cuffs of che ſame; 


ker Night Linen clean and fine as poſhble, 
VVV . ty d 


383 


eh 3 
„ + 0 
Ee ot 
2 * 
F 
* 


vo 


326 Me Lach Pacquet broke opar. 
ty'd with Cherry and Silver Ribbons, and 
over that a fine Dutch Straw-Hat, lind 

with Green, mounted with a Carnation 
b Feather, and cock'd behind, Upon her 
Arm ſhe had a little Basket, which held 

2 Book, her Netting, and ſome few O. 

range, Lemon, Jaflemin and Myrtle Sprigs, 

which the had (as I ſuppoſe) gather d 

before ſhe went into the Field. Her Hat 

being pull'd over her Eyes to skreen the 

Sun, the ſaw me not: which I took the 
advantage of; and before the gain'd the 
Bench, I ſlip'd to the turning of the Gar- 
den Wall, vrhich was not ten Peces from 
the place where I had fat, ſhe took the 
Seat I had quitted, and, it being ſhady, 
pull'd off that diſobliging Hat which had 
hinder'd me from ſeeing the lovely Face. 

After ſhe had reſted a little while, ſhe 

took the Greens out of the Basket, and 
made a Noſegay, which ſhe fix'd in her 
Boſom ; and then ſearching to the bottom 
of her Basket, pull'd out a Paper which 
I quickly perceiv'd (by looking over her 
Shoulder) to be a Song ſet to Notes, 
which promis'd me ſome Muſick from my 
lovely Charmer: And indeed I was not 
deceiv'd, for in an inchanting Strain ſhe 
Jung Raſic Bower. I was fo bewitch'd 
with her Air and Voice, that I durſt hard- 
ly breath for fear of interrupting her; 
tho' I dy'd with impatience to have a full 
view of her Face, which as yet I had not 
ſeen; but I trembled leſt my appearance 
might cauſe the lovely Vition to 8 * 
1 85 8 
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however chain d my Senſes were to the 
Muſick of her Voice. I ſaw with won- 
der a Lady of her Air and Dreſs in ſo re- 


mote a place; for I could not imagine 
(the Garden excepted ) that the Houſe 


promis'd any thing but bare Conveniences, 
and not ſuitable to the Dreſs of her who 


ſeem'd to be the ſhining Miſtreſs of it. 
The Song ended, ſhe took out her Netz 


ting-work ; at which Diverſion ſhe con- 
tinu'd but a ſmall time, when throwing it 
back into her Basket, as who ſhould ſay, 
you are not for my purpoſe at this time, 


T heard her ſigh more than once, and in 
no little romantick Tone, repeat theſe 


Verſes from Oroonoko (for I remembred to 
have read em there): 


This place, this ſpot of Earth is more to me [dome - 


Than the extended Plains of my great Father's King- 
Here we ſhall reign in Foys, to Power unknown 3 
Tour Love my Empire, and your Heart my Throne, 


Then, as if infpir'd by what ſhe had ſaid, 
(or rhe Thought that had occalion'd thoſe 
Words) ſhe roſe up all of a ſudden, and 
turn'd fo ſhort upon me, that I had not 
time to ahſcond far enough behind my 
Wall, ſhe gave a great Screek at the Sur- 
prize of ſeeing an unknown Perſon there, 
and thew'd ſo much danger of Swooning, 
that it gave even my Modeſty a juſt Ex- 
cuſe to run and catch that lovely Body in 

my 


| The Song was of a length ſufficient to _ 
give me time to make many Reflexions, 
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my Arms to prevent its falling'upon the 
Graſs. I may boldly confeis to your La- 
dyſhip, that in that moment I felt more 
Delight than I imagin'd was in the power 
of the whole Sex to give me. I could 
not torhear preſſing her {lily to my Boſom, 
her Body yielding to my touches, being 
| only guarded with 2 looſe Gown and a. 
LI | Holland Waſtcoat, -( Juſt as if riſen from 
] Bed ) wich one only Petricoat on, that 
all the lovely Limbs and Shape were to 
be diſcern d, and the reſt imagin'd. But 
long 1 could not enjoy the envied Plea- 
_ fare, for reailuring herſelf, ſhe gain'd the 
Bench, and then in an obltging faſhiona-- 
ble manner, ask'd my pardon tor her Sur- 
prize. But being ſo little uſed to Com- 
pany, eſpecially Perfons of my Appea- 
rance, and at that early Hour, it might 
(if any thing could) be an excule for the 
Diſorder ſhe had been in. Then continu- 
Ing her Diſcourſe, ſhe ask'd me, with a 
charming Addreſs, if 1 pleas'd to fir and 
repole myſelf, and tell her if I had any 
Commands there, or bufinets with Mr. 
King, which ſhe imagin'd,” becauſe that 
5 was no place for chance Paſſangers, like 
| me, her little Cottage being directly out 
of any Road; and tho' it was her Huf- 
band's misfortune to be then at London, 
me would faichfally diſcharge any Com- 
mifſion to him. Whilſt ſhe was thus de- 
livering herſelf, my whole Soul and Fa- 
culties were charm'd by her; but Wonder 
giving place to Memory, methought this 


ne Lady's Pacquet broke hen. 389 


lovely Unknown was no longer ſo to me: 
Good Heabn ! (cry d I out) 1s it poſſuble 


the charming Mrs. S, who has been 


dead to all the World for almoſt theſe three 
Tears, forgeiful of her Huth, ber Family, 
ber Charms and Fortune, can bury berſelf 
in a place ſo unworthy of her ! —== More 
I could not fay, but was forced to run to 
the aſſiſtance of the affficted Beauty. She 
aid now in reality what hefore ſhe was 
only like ro do, and fell back on the Arm 
of the Bench in a confirm'd Swoon. I 
cursd my indiſcreet Diſcovery, rav'd, 
beg'd, intreared her to return to Life, 
wept upon her lovely Face, preſs'd mine 
cloſe to her, did all, but in vain, that 
was neceſſary to recal her Senſes. Ar 
length, finding it to be no work of 
mize, I had recourſe to rhe Garden- 
Gate, and knock'd fo loud, that that a- 
lone might have recall'd her. At length 
a Gardner came to me, whoſe aſſiſtance 
I deſir'd, to help me convey his Miſtreſs 
in, who was there in a fainting Fit; we 
brought her between us into the Houſe, 
and carrying her into a Room upon the 
1 we laid her upon a Day- bed. 

reſently a Gentlewoman and two under 
Servants came to her aſſiſtance, one with 
a Bottle of Harts horn, and another with 
fair Water; we threw ſome on her Face, 
which, with the help of Spirits, recover'd 
her; bur her Memory did not ſo immedi- 
a.ely return. At length caſting her loyely 
black Eyes upon me, they A 
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fill'd with Tears, and in ſo vaſt a quanti- 
ty, that they ſeem d like Fire in Water, 
contending which (hou'd have the maſtery; 
filently upbraiding me for what I had dif: 

7 muſt confeſs, I was fo through- 
ly enraged againſt myſelf, that had not 
her People been about us, I believe I 
ſhou'd kave fall'n upon my Sword before 
Her, to have aron'd that way for my Indiſ- 
cretion. Thar Scene of filence cou'd nor 
but give cauſe of Reflexion to all that 
were preſent. Griet and Surprize were 


painted to che lite upon her Face; Re. 


morie aud Ueſpair upon mine; Wonder 
and Reſpect upon the Servants, who ſee- 


ing their Lady pretty well recover'd of 


her IIInoſs, left the Room to us, thar 


knew not how to improve the Opportuni- 


ty, or where to begin the Diſcourſe; 
Shame and Confuſion had ſeiz'd us both. 


At length I thought it my duty to endea- 


vour the reaſſuring of her Mind; ſo that 
putting one Knee to the Ground by her 


Bedſide, Can you forgive me, Madam, an 


innocent and unintended Crime? tortune 
bas bad a mind to oblige me, by giving me 
an opportunity to ſhew the charming 


Are. S———— hoto true a reſpett and ad. 


miration I have for ber; and how wel! 


I can keep her Secret. What has bappen'd 


this morning ſhall paſs untold, or like d 


Dream that in endeavouring 10 remember 
we but the more forget. I am neither of © 
Birth or Charafter for doing baſe or 1itile 


Things, my Name, Madam, 16 ——, which | 


hope 
4 


8 hope will in ſome ſort reconcile you to that 
irrevocable Misfortune that has ſo lately 
bappen d. I give you my Word and Honour 


The L. Par -., M 


never to diſcloſe it ſo long as you ſhall 


think fit to have any confidence in my Se- 
crecy; a farther di hes ſt will be as diſob. 
liging as the opportunity of being acquain- 
ted with a Lady of your Beauty and Merit 
was charming. I had thought (ſaid 
that languiſhing fair One) my/elf /o little 
known in the World, that I might without 
danger have almoſt ventur'd any where. 
m_— Yu forget, Madam, interrupted I 
her haſtily, that Perſons of your Form 
make not only ſwift but deep Impreſfions. 
lou could not ſhine at the Bath a whole 
Seaſon, and yet hope to be: unknown : 
Then your vaniſhing from the Eyes» of all 
your Noble Relations and Acquaintance, 
was a Theam as wonderful as melancholy. 
bat do they ſay of me in the 
World £ interrupted ſhe: I am contented 
40 hear it. | Their Opinions were 
different, Madam, I anſwer d. For, whazr 
could they imagine of a Lady of your Beau- 

iy and Fortune, leaving the latter un- 
zouch'd, and a Noble Brother tho was paſ- 
 fionately fond of a Siſter ſo deſerving ® Lea- 
ving, I jay, my Lord uithout Knowledge 
or conſolation for your departure © It was 
found thot you were come to London 7o 
his Steward's Houſe ; but vaniſhing from 
thence, they could trace you no farther. 
Thar faithful Servant has diſcharged his 
duty to you as he ought ; for my brow 

Th coul 
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"© eould never bring bim to confeſs that h- 
Had any knawledge of the place where you 
rere, or what courſe you bad taken. There 
- were not wanting thoſe who gave bim the 
glory of ſuch a Conqueſt, and his being a 
married Man, might oblige you to conceal- 
ment : But others, better acquainted with 
—_} Jour Soul, ſaid, you could never make a 
= 5 choice jo unmvrihy of yourſelf; in which 


rp were confirmd by time, when no de- 
= - mando of Money were made, either by Let 
= der or rherwiſe, from or in your Name. 


Others concluded you ſuddenly dead in fome 
place where you were unknown, or that you 
bad been murder'd. But all this was non- 
ſenſe; for without ſome poter fu motive, 
zoÞat could ha ve obliged you to be uninown, 
tho but for à day, and that motive might be 
"doubtleſs ſtill in force; therefore the moſt 
intelligible part of the World lid not foil 
to gueſs ſome happy young married Man of 
Fortune bad bud the glory of pl ng you 
4 the Batu, and that with him (ue ncy- 
ang all other Delis ts) you were with {r001 
o taſte uninterruptedly the Sweets of inu- 
tua! Love. ——— Here the turn'd her 
Face upon the Pillow from me, and fetch - 
ing 2 great Sigh, we continued filent for 
near 4 quarter of an Hour. I very well 
ſaw I was a Gueſt that was no way we!- 
com, and was (as in Wiſdom I ought) 
going ſeveral times to take my leave, and 
"retire: But chain'd by inevitable Incl ma- 
tion, merhought it was doing myſelf a 
violence I could by no means conſent to. 
| ; It 
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Af ever any Perſon could he truly ſaid. to 


be ſuddenly wounded, ir was me. I lov'd 
zo a height of uncaſineſs, envy and jea- 
louſie, and was refoly'd to find and know 
this happy Mr. King, (as ſhe'call'd him) 
and diipuce his Title ro her. How often 
could I have thrown mylelt down, on the 
Bed by her, and {moother'd her with a 
thouſand K. ſſes and Embraces! But Re. 
ſpect and Awe, the ſure attendants of 
Love, had ſeiz'd upon my Soul, and me- 
thought it was mote eaſie for me to die, 


than to diſpleaſe her. Therefore that at 


length prevailing, I roſe up to take my 
leave, and conjur'd her to believe, that 
her Secret was lafe with me; nay ſo ſafe, 
that, if IT. once diſtruſted my power of 
keeping it, I would ſacrifice my ſelf before 
her face to fecure her Fears. She could 
not chuſe hut receive this alfurance (which 


[ was not obliged to make)with a gracious. 


Air; and after ſhe had return'd me Thanks 
for it, ask'd me, from what place I came 
that morning? I told her, from 
How, cry'd ſhe, that is eight Miles.wide 
of this Houſe : how could you Wander 
thus? How do you propoſe to return? 
The Sun is of a great height; "twill be 


impoſſible for you to walk without kil- 
ling yourſelf with Heat. I ſee, purſud 


he with a charming Smile, that you are 
intail'd upon me for fone Hours; I can't 
without being inholpitable, thruſt you 


out of, my Houſe till. the Evening, then I 


have a Chaiſe at your ſervice, which ſome. 
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times ſerves me to take the Air. In the 
mean time, I believe you will find ſome 
Refreſhment neceſſary after your eatly ri. 
ſing and your great walk. Then reaching 
| me her delicious Hand to help her from 
bott the Bed, ſhe call'd her Woman, and 
order'd . her to bring in Chocolate, and 
the Fruit he had bid the Gardner gather 
in the cool of the morning. Gueſs you, 
Madam, how I was 1avilh'd with her 
Propolal: 1 needed not a ſecond entreaty, 
During our Breakfaft, ſhe defir'd me to 
entertain her with the News of the Town; 
not only with what 1 call'd new, but what 
bad pais'd for this laſt three Years , for to 
her that had been buried (in thar little So- 
litude) all things were ſo. I did not fail 
to flouriſh as tar as my weak Capacity 
permitted, upon what 1 thought would 
divert her. Good Manners carried her 
above any farrher ſhow of diſtruſt or dil- 
content of the morning's Adventure. She 
ſeem d pleas'd at my Diſcourſe, and ask d 
me it I would give her leave to go into het 
Dreſſing- Room, to put herſelt in a Po- 
ſture leis capable of frighting me? And 
. how would 1 diſpoſe of myſelf in the 
mean time? She carried me into the 
next Room, and ſhew'd me a noble Li- 
brary in glaſs Caſes; it I thought fit to 
divert myſelf there, or endeavour to reco- 
ver my Fatigue of Walking, by a little 
Dleep upon the Bed ſhe had quitted? I 
chole the latter, that I might throw my 
Body upon the place her lovely Body had 
picls'd. 
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preſs d. She took her leave, and left me 


to my Roflexions, which were numerous 
and diſordet d. I began violently to love, 


without hopes of a return: I kiſsd a 


thouſand times the Pillows on whi- h her 


Head bad reſted ; and where I imagin'd 


it wer with her Tears: could almoſt have 


mingled my own with *em. I was paſſio- 


nate, | was deſpairing, I was ravingly Amo. 


rous! In ſhort, all that the fein'd Hero's of 


Romances are ſaid to teel, | in reality was 


ſenſible on. Who was Mr. King, that hap- 
py Mr. K/g ? I wanted much to know. 


The Furniture of chat little Box was like 


a Cabinet, ſo fine, fo clean, ſo well ſuited 
o fitted for Love and Solitude: In (hort, 


not able to obtain the ini-rmithon of 


a moment's Slecp, I role and paſsd 


into the beautiful Garden. I "Fas weary 
of mylelf, and long'd to ſez charming 
Mrs. Aing again. 1 found a Gardrer at 
Work, and àsk d him when he expected 
his Maſter home ? The Fellow an{wer'd 
me, he had been gone but that morning, 
and he believ'd would not return till the 
next. Reſpect to my beautecus Angel 
hinder'd me from enquiring farther. I 


Teturn'd to the Houle, iurveying all tae 


Windows, in hopes ſhe would 188 that I 


was not allzep : Tis true 1 had-a Book | 


in my Hand, but with Thoughts ws. > 
as mine were, that was of little ule; 

walk'd back to the Bench where firll F 
Pain began. There 1 found the pretiy 
Hat, and was ſuch a Fool to kiſs it over 
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and over, and talk to it of my Pain. Ir 
4 woid, I r:folv'd if 1 could handſormly, 
to ſteah it as a Kelick of my Saint; there. 
for: brought it back ard hid it in the 
Room under the Bed where I had lain. 
Two Hours Chat is two Ages) had paſs d 
fince her abſence. How often did I curſe 
the Invention of Dreflirg, nor did imagin 
that ſhe could put on any more Charming 
than what I had ſeen her in. Reſtleſs 
every where, I r<turn'd again to my Gar- 
den, my Eyes never oft the Windows 
whence | bclievd my Satisfaction muft 
come. The Shales were all up, but the 
Curtains dawn; at length 1 faw a lovely 
Hand (which by the Diamond on the Fin. 
ger I knew to be hers) raiſe one of 'em, 
and ſhe bericlt appear'd dazling beyond 
imagination. 1 immediately cry'd out War, 
and told her, ſhe had maliciouſly been arm- 
ing her Eyes and Form, to revenge upon me 
my preſumption for treading that forbid- 
den Ground. She ſmil'd at what ſhe only 
believ'd a piece of Gallantry, and ask'd 
me obligingly, if I would come vp, and 
the would lend her Woman to ſhew me 
the way. I flew after my Conductreſs; 
but became immovable at the fight of that 
noble Air with which charming Mrs. King 
appeard ; ſo gracetul, her Height ſo juſt, 
ſo commanding, her lovely Neck in all 
its due proportion, her Shape 10 perfect, 
her Hair ſo fine; in ſhorr, who 11ys that 
2 Piſpabite can charm, when it conceals:ſo 
many more bcauty than the Drels reveals? 
Doubt- 
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Doubclels ſhe ſaw the Impreſſion the had 


made upon my Mind; and to help me 


out of my apparent Confuſion, defir'd to 


know it ſhe ſhould entertain me at Piquet 
till Dinrer. I was, you may be ſure, all 
Obedience; but I watch'd her Eyes a thou- 
{and times more than the Cards. She 
laugh d at my Play, and told me I minded 
nor the Game, and thar ſhe ſhould gain 
no honour by conquering. But what 
ſhould I ſay? Alas 19 was no longer, my. 


ſelf, all I did ſavour'd of Diſtraction, 


and I am a thouſand times wild at think- 
ing how mean an opinion I muſt have gi- 
ven her of my Wir, in giving her f9 ma- 
ny proots of my Love. Dinner ſtaii for 
us below, I had tne plealure of leading 
her into a pretty Hall, floor d with Mars 


ble, the fides hung with large Ii lian Pi- 


Kures, and ſo high as ths Chairs lin'd 
with Dutch Tiles, a Fountain in a correr 


of the Room joining the Buffer, waild 


and cool'd our Glaſſes ; nothing cod be 
better order'd than her Table. The firſt 


Service was in Plate, the ſecond gilt, aid 


the laſt China. Her Woman and tro 
Girls of about 12 Years old {one of em 
a Black, habited aſter the manner of the 
Dancers at the Play Houſc) were all the 
Atrendants we had; other Servants, as I 
gueſs'd, waited without, to bring and re- 


ceive the Diſhes, Cc. But, What was 


all that Feaſt to me? My Eyes and 
Senſes were only fix d upon charming 


Mrs, King. She obligingly cary'd to me, 


Qp3 when. 


597 


+ 1. 


. 


% £,.3 — ; * 


— 


The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 


when ſhe ſaw I wou'd not help myſelf, 
all the cou'd get me to eat was 2 piece of 


a Melon cool'd with Ice, and ſome Sallad, 
- which ſhe told me was of her own taifing. 
Nor is your Ladyſhip to wonder at my 


naming” Ice; there were Reſervatories, 
and, in ſhort, all the convenience of a 
Palace in this little Houſe. Our Wine 
was delicate, her Converſation charming; 


and had I had but liberty of _—— 


my Happineſs without conſtraint; an 
ſhe kind, yielding, and pleasd, the 
whole Creation cou'd not have furniſh'd 
out ſuch another Scene of Delight. | 
This little Country Entertainment put 
me in mind of Eraſmus s Spiritual Feaſt; 
for Voriety, I'll recite part of it to your 
Ladyſhip by way of Dialogue. She ask'd 
me (when we role from Table) how we 
ſhould paſs the remainder of the Day? 
for Cards the did not ſee me fond of; 


Do you love fiſhing, Sir? We have a large 


Brook runs at the bottom of a Meadow, 
where we catch excellent Trout the Bank 
is ſhady after twelve a Clock; and I be- 
lieve I can't offer you a Diverſion that 


ſeems better to ſuit your Temper; you 


may be as thoughtful and contemplative as 
you pleaſe, I ſhall be ſure not to interrupt 
you,” becauſe that Employment never 
fails to have thoſe Effects upon me. The 
Girls hall bring down our Fiſhing-Tackle, 


and walt at a diftance fitted for Service, but 


not Interruption. Bring hither the Hm? 
brella's, tho' we have no farther uſe of 
: „ :4%)} 58 +4 8 Sh Tg ; eln 
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em than croſſing the Meadow, and ſhall find 
it hady and cool upon the Banks. One of 
you run before with Cuſhions, and all 
things neceſſiry for our Diverſion. Have 1 
not told you true, Sir? Cou'd you imagine 


any thing Pleaſantet for the Seaſon? There's 


your Rod,calt in your Eine, and ler us wager 
who ſhall catch the firſt or moſt Fiſh. © © 
He. All you ſhew me, and all I have ſeen 


and heard ro Day, Madam, are ſo won- 


derful, that J am doubting whether I am 
awake; or if awake, whether not In- 
chanted, and in ſome of thoſe delightful 
Caitles of Old, where every thing exceeds 
Imagination. Whilſt we with our Lines and 
Baits are ſeeking to delude the poor harmleſs 
Fiſh, methinks it were not improper to 
begin a Diſcourſe of that Paſſion you can 
{o well inſpire. I can make you no grea- 
ter a Compliment, than putting you upon 
4 Subject which [ am ſure you are the in- 
tire Miſtreſs of. Is ir poſſible, Madam, 
to find Sweets in Love, capeble of re- 
compenting the loſs of all other Velighrs? 
And do not you think Friends, Relations, 
Cards, Plays, Balls; and, in ſhort, every 
Diverſion, proper ior your Youth and For- 
tune, much underſold by this Choice that 
you haye made? I do not reflec upon 
happy Mr. King's Charms; 1 know him 
not; bur pardon me if I do not think any 
mortal Merit can deſerve fo great a-Sacri- 
| ice, after the generous and hoſpitable 
Lntertainment you have made me, and in 
good Manners | oughr to wave any Dit 
C3 courſe 
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courſe upon this Subject. But, Madam, 
I have a nearer concern for you that 
what relates to Cuftom and Ceremony. 
1 wou'd argue you out of this wrong way 


you are in, reftore you to your Family 


and Fortune; ſuch a Beauty as yours was 
detignd to adorn a Court, nor gild a Cot; 


| Rage. judge what you are able to do upon 
others, by what 1 feel you have done up- 


on me. Therefore it is that I wou'd have 
you thine where Fortune and your Birth 
1;ems to call you, and to leave this inglo- 
rious Solitude, where the beſt that can be 
ſaid of your Picaſures, are, that they be 
not Pains, thoſe excepted which you taſte 


when your happy Lover is with you. 


- She. The Privilege you have taken in 
choofing ſuch a Subject as this (however 
ungratetul ic be to me) ſhall at this time 
be forgiven, becauſe Þ believe you attempt 
the Argument out of Friendſhip , for 1 
know you fo true a judge of what is fit, 
that upon any other account you would 


ot have been guilty of it; but whence 


is it that you miſtake ſo far, to think I 


do not enjoy more ' Happineſs than if I 


were-in a Court? Thoſe Diverſions you 
haye namid, are bur Noiſe and Hurry, and 
may indeed pleaſe the Senſes, but never 
the Mind, in that Iies all our Enjoyment, 
ris there:that we place all our woſt af- 
fecting Delights, our moſt rayiſhingSweets; 
tis that only that can indear our Poſſeſſi- 
ons to us ;; tor, ſhon'd the Mind be fix d 
ppon another Object, à Monarch with his 
L e Crown 
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Crown wound be der imoertinent Ambiti- 


on, and a Glory no more pleaſing, than 


Vanity can be truly call'd . Or ex. 
tre im old Age a Bleſſing. : 

He. Ayd yer, Madam, was 1 nor this 
happy Morning a witneſs how many ways 
you ſought to delude choſe Hours that 


_ apparently hung upon your Hauds? Soli- 
tude is doubileſs ſomecimes good to thoſe 


who have Souls capable of taſting it; tis 
the exceſs of it is only blameablæ. We na- 


turally defire Converſation, and variety in 
Converſation; for being always contin'd 
to one, is but a degree bey ond converting 
with ourtelves. Miſtake me nor, I do 
nor argue againſt that enchantmg Pleature 
only to be taſted between happy Lovers, 
but wou'd learn from your Experience, 
if continuance and length of time dozs not 


take off the Delight, the tranlporting 
Ardours which are heightned by Ditlicul- 


ties, as much as it ſeems to me they 


ſhou'd be palld by too conſtant uſe, or too 


exe an acceſtion, of em. 
She. I thou'd belye the Truth, Sir, or 


perſonate the Vertue of the Stoicks, did I. 
pretend never to have found ſome Hours 


of Solitude burthenſom; but how am I 


ſure I thou'd not have rcceiv'd as much 
or more diſguſt from Converlation and 


the Buſineſs of the World? Are any thing 


more feign'd than your Friendſhips; more 


fille than your Lovers; mote impertinent 
than Goflips ; more cenſorious than Re- 


lations; more dull than many that are 
. 


'; 
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Fcelll'd Wits ; or fo inſipid and taſteleſs as 
* Converſation, when Love, Scandal, and 
Bufineſs are away ? Then, as for what you 
cal! Diverhons from Balls, Cards, and 
Plays ; the larrzy.cin as well, wich 2 
Uirrle hep of. the Imaginition, entertain. 
me in my Cloſec ot Garden, as if I were 
at eicher of the Houſes. Balls are muck 
diſuſed, and were ever made upon ſome 
particular Daſiga, and not always with 
too much. Innocency. Cards are ſo dan- 
ons 2 Diverſion, that I (hould never 
have done; did I recount halt the ruin and 
diforder they have occaſion d; ey'n in my 
Solitude, I have heard what but the other 
Day happen d npon this account. A 
young Lady of a good Family in the 
Country, and married to a Gentleman 
who will have a handſom Eſtate when 
his Fathers Dead, came up to London, 
and fell into ſo lt Hands, and ſo great a 
lover of Play, that ſhe quickly loſt all 
ber ready Money, and made away her 
Dreſſing Plate, Jewels, Cc. for a ſupply; 
that gone too, her laſt Stake was a pair 
Diamond tar Kings of my Lady —— 
her Mothers, which ihe gave her 5 have 
newe ſet; the under-pawn'd em for a great 
deal lefs. than the y Were worth; tity 
Pound was the Sum ſhe got upon em, 
with which ſhe hoped to retrieve the reſt, 
and turn the run of her ill Fortune; bur 
ſhe quickly loit that too, if the had 
had a Million in the ill Hands the was in, 


Twou'd have all flown the lame way. 
What 
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What ſhou'd ſhe do? Her Husband was 
in the Country, her Mother ſevere and 
covetoud, with two Daughters upon 
her Hands; their Father dying withont a 
Will, they had hopes of no other For- 
tune but what my Lady cou'd fave em 
out of her Joynture; therefore in all pro- 
bability, ſhe would be extreamly angry at 
this Extravagancy in her married Daugh- 
ter. A mortal Melancholy ſucceeded :' 
She complain'd to one that had been her 
Mother's Woman, a fatal Counſellor; who 
hid her be of good Comfort, *twou'd be a 
ſtrange thing for a young Lady, Handſom 
and Innocent, to want Money in a World 
like this. Then taking Pen and Paper, ſhe: 
be thought her of offering her to my 
Lord of 8 at the Price of the 
Ear-Rings. The young Lady had ſeen 
him at a Race in her own Country, and 
conſented at the expence of her Vertue, to 
be made a Sacrifice by that deteftable 
Creature. But his Grace ( who loves 
Money too well) refus'd rhe offer, unleſs 
he could firſt fee the young Lady ; nor 
wou'd promiſe then to like her. becauſe 
he was already engag'd ; tho' tis thought 
the Fifty Pieces were his Miſtreſs. See 
then if any thing can be more pernici- 
ous than Gaming. I cou'd name you 
ſeveral Inſtances d iverting enough to thoſe 
who have no Friendſhip or Relation to 
the Unfortunate. I think the King of 
France had done well, if in forbidding 
Baſſet, he had alſo forbid all Ladies un- 
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Money; and that other Governments 


- wou'd do the ſame thing. 


He. You almoſt argue me, Madam, 
ont of my ill opinion of Solitude; not 
bur if Conyerlacion be an Evil, [ dare 
boldly maintain, 'tis an Evil s cannot be 
without, and where the Good C notwith⸗ 


ſtanding all your Ladyſhip has ſaid) fur. 
mounts the Bad ; bur this is bur half of 
my Requeſt, o have not anſwer'd me 


to that Part; Whether too eaſie, and un- 
intermitting an Enjoymeric, does not pall 


the Ardour and leſſen the Delight? 


She. You are very curious, methinks, 
and will let me catch no Filh ; if we don't 
ſucceed, I can't tell what you will do tor 
Supper, you. have, as yet, eat nothing, 


and t vill be barbarous to fend you hence 


halt ſtarved; at this rate you wou'd have 
bur little r-2ſon to boaſt oft your Ad- 
venture. An! fee I have caught the 
Arlt, tis a Jovely. Trout: Oh poor C bea. 
ture, how it ſtruggles and pants now tis 
aut of its Elemeut. Here, Mynæ, take 
care of this poor Wretch; where's the 
Net to put it in? Oh don't hurt it. So, 

tie it cloſe that it may not get out, bait 
my Hook again, and go. to Your Compa- 
nion. 
. He. How happy are you, Madam, 

that can be thus amuſed, that is, ſo 


cheaply pleas'd ? Ah, *ris impoſpble that 
any great Paſſion can poſſeſs a Soul fo 


fetenely calm. : who pos all 5 
. IIe 
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fe to that happy Indifference, and who 
but yeſterdiy cou'd have been as eafily 


diverted, fecl ir orherwiſe now, I warch 
your lovely Exe inffead of the Fiſhing- 
Line, and {mM caught mylelf, mitead of 
catching otheis. ” | 
She. Inis Gailantry makes you Men 
ſo impertinenr. Pray tell me, do you 
think we expect thefe fort of Courtſhips? 
It muſt certainly be ſo, elſe upon all Oc- 
co fis, and to all Perſons, yon wou'd 
never tous promiſcuouſly ule em. | 
te. I cou'd eaſily convince. you, Ma- 


dam, that you are treated by me in a par- 


ticular manner to what other Lad ies are; 
but it wou'd be too great a preſumption 
for a Stranger, till by my Services I may 
have merited the liberty of ſpeaking. I 
would begin by 1:ſoring vou to the 
World, to your Family and Fame, which 
I mult fincerely tell you, ſuffers atl things 


by your unaccovntable Abtence.” I ſhall 


appar rarher a Divine than a Gallant in 
What | 


8 may but ſpeak. Anſwer ma, 
ladam, to what I not long fince ask d 


von; it is p idle that the Ardour of 


your Hit blames fezls no decay. Upon 
thac I grzund my Propoſition, if you 


pleaſe ro be fincere, I ſhall be proud 


to think myſeli nor Impercinent; other- 


wile upon this Sulject 1 mult be tor ever 


dumb before your 


She. 


n going to ſay; your Friend I 
ſurciy am, and wou'd ſhiw what others 
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| She. You put me ſtrangely to it; for 
FI aſſert my Conſtancy, you will be apt 
to call it Diſimulation ; if I admit an 
Abatement,' or what you call a Decay, 
my Principles will be taxed : But certain 
it is, were it to do again, I ſhould pre- 
fer my Fame and Family before all things. 
But how can Ireturn ? What account ſhall 
I give of my Abſence ? Who will believe 
that I have been Innocent whilſt - abſent ? 
Relieve me from this Difficulty, and 1 
will admit you to be the Friend you pro- 
He. The matter, Madam, is not fo 
hard as you imagin; if you'll depend up- 
on my method, I'll engage to find you 
one that {hall ſucceed. Pretend a change 
of Religion, retire yourſelt into ſ me Ca- 
tholick Country, Penſion yourlelt in a Mona- 
fry, write to your, Friends from thence, 
that you have ſœen your Error, and are 
willing to return to your Mothe. Church; 
Money can do all things, and that you 
need never want, without touchinz your 
own Fortune. We may ealily make be be- 
liev'd that you have heen out of gland 
theſe thre2 Years, and that your Jewels 
have more than an{wer'd your re igious 
Expences ; but not finding that Sa sfacti- 
on in your change which you pr pos'd, 
you delign à return, contritry to your re— 
ſolve when you went out of England, + 
that the Grief you knew your Conviition 
Would cauſe to my Lord — ant the 
relt of your R-lations, was the only r24- 
10.4 
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ſon that made you conceal not only that 
but the place of your Abode. 2 
She. Is it lawful, think you, for our 
private ends to trifle with Religion, and 
make the greateſt good a cover for our 
Ul? | 
He. Not if Religion ſuffer'd by our 
Pretences ; hut, Madam, when all things are 
ſacred to us that ſhould be fo, we ought 
not to ſcruple at ſmall things: The good 
People of the Monaltry, as we may order. 
it, will certiiy that you have been there 
ſuck a time, if they are but well paid for 
it: Tho I do not think there will be any 
occaſion for the Queſtion, your Affair hay- 
ing paſs'd already with that ſecrecy. Be- 
fides, *twill be the intereſt of your Fa- 
mily not themſelves to look too near, but - 
to aid thoſe defigns that ſhall endeavour - 
to reſtore you clear to the opinion of the 
World. | 
She. But my charming Solitude, my 
dearer, quiet, delightful Moments, how 
can I part with ye tor ever? 
He. Conſider, Madam, you do but 
leave that which will inevitably forſake 
you: The time repeated that you have 
deen here, (or long before) and all theſe 
Pleaſures, will fly before you, even now 
(or | deceive my Judgment) they appear 
but as the Ghoſts of what they have been, 
when Deſire was new, your Joys in their 
art bloom, and Fame, and Honour, abun- 
dantly leis eſteem'd. 


Se 
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; She. Hold, do not wound me in that 
tender Part; there, I contels. I lie too 
open to your Aſſault: I would retrieve 
my Glory at the price of my Lit- ; but 
Love is ſtill beyond em both. 9 
He. God forbid, Madam, that ſo ele- 
vated a Soul ſhould be capable of fo crimi. 
nal a Weakneſs, eſpecially after three 
Years poſſeſſion. Confider, by your, lon- 
ger ſtay you will loſe the opportunity of 
returning to your Fame and Family - 
Whilſt Youth and Beauty are of our ſides, 
all things will be the more eafily believ'd. 
Let me conjure you to enter into yourſelf, 
and 2x1min but your own Breaſt : Cannot 
| thoſe heroick Thoughts, the natural Com- 
panioas to noble Birth, overcome a Frailty 
Which cuſton and opinion has render'd 
the S:4n-11l and Weaknels of your Sex, 
an the Contemot of ours? Figure to 
yourſelf chere may cone a time (all chars 
ming as you are) waen this hip y Lover, 
this unknown Mr. King, miy hi welt be 
weary of thoſe Joys which he poſſeſſes 
Wich to) greit a calm: Foreital' him, 
Madam, foreſtall the nitural Inco..ftancy 
of our Sex, anl {h:w chat you dare bold - 
ly ſtrike for Glory, tao' by it all your, 
Delights are levell'd with conmon Plea- 
fures. : 3 ) 

She. I will conſider deeply oh what 
you offer, and in the mean time return 
you a thouſand Thanks for what you 
have ſaid : You muſt have friendly Cars 
of me, or you would not have taken this 
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pains in my Converſion, but for the pre- 
ſent let us wave this Argument, and on- 


ly think how we ſhall paſs the reſt of the. 


Day in Pleaſures leſs fevere than this 
Converſation? I thought, Madam, to 
have gain'd a mighty point in ſtaggering 
her Inclination to Solitude, and that 
cou'd I but once draw her into the World; 
ſhou'd have many opportunities (as be- 
ivg necęſſary to her Service) to inſinuate 
my Paſlion, which every moment receiv'd 
addition by her lovely Perſon; her grace- 


ful Motions, her all commanding Glances, . 


and ten thouſand: inimitable unſcribable 
Graces. The reſt of the Evening we ipent 


in Gallantry; I told her all that I coud 
to divert and give her an opinion of my; 
Converſation: Methought ſhe ſeem'd to 


taſte it with ſome Pleaſure, and that how- 
e ver {he profeſs d her ſelf a lover of Soli- 

tude, ſhe was no real Enemy to Company. 
She wou d keep me to Supper; the 
Moon ſhone, and the Chaiſe, ſhe ſaid, 
wou'd quickly carry me cight Mile. I was 
tranſported at her Civility, and almoſt 
began ro think, that Solitude being 2 
Friend to Love, thoſe: few opportunities 
the had of converfing, gave her a higher 
Reliſh; and that it wou'd be no hard mat- 
ter, by a Repetition of my Viſits, to gain 
her Favour. I ask'd her not the permil- 
lion, becauſe thoſe are things which by a 
Lover ought to be taken; and he is worthy 


to he deny'd who attempts to beg What 


he ſhould boldly ſeize. When the Mo- 
AI mant 
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De Lady's Pacquet broke open. 
moment of Separation came it was as if my 
Soul and Body parted; I kils'd her Hand 


with a profound Sigh, telling her I car- 


ry'd along with me her charming Image, 


which wou'd contirually play before my 


fight, and ſuffer me to have no other plea- 
ſure but Reflexicn, till 1 repeated my 


Happineſs by ſeeing her again. 


All the time 1 was in the Chaiſe, I may 
very well ſay I knew not who I was, nor 
where ] was. going; but buried in a pro- 
found Contemplation, my whole Thoughts 
ran upon charming Mrs. King, and we 


were come to the end of the Town before 


J confider'd of it. There was no Foot- 


Man with me, fo that the Chaiſe ſtop- 


ping, the Coachman alighted, and com- 
ing up with much Civility, told me, he 
hop'd I would not rake it ill, for his 


Commiſhon ended here, having no orders 


ro go into-the Town. This rous'd me 
from my Penſiveneſs; I in a moment found 
the tair Lady had been too cunning for 


me, that {he had only kept me till, Night 
on purpole thar 1 fhould not know the 


Road | was carried, nor any of thoſe Vil. 
lages we went through ; ard | may fate- 
ly protel?, that all pais'd as it it had been 
2 Dream to me. However, I did not fail 
to obey her ſceming Orders, and in quit- 
ting the Chaiſe, rcturn'd my Thanks and 
Duty to the Lady; | guels'd *twas vain to 
ask Queſtions ot the Coachman., How- 
ever, | cou'd nor chooſe but curſe my own 
Folly. Had any one ask'd me of my Ad- 

ventures, 


: 


| The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 


was, that I had been in a pretty Houſe, 
one Mr. King's, ſeated far from any com- 


mon Road; but where or how the place 


was call'd, or any neir it, I cou'd t tell, 
nor was it the leaſt part of the Addreſs 
of the lovely Charmer, by which I found 
my Vanity mortify'd, and myſelideceivd. 
I imagin'd the taſted no Pleaſare in my 


Converſation, fince by this laſt Aion ſhe 


apparently ſhew'd, that ſhe did not deſire 
the continuance of it. Home I walk'd to 
my fair Maid, whom I had left behind. 
She imagin'd me loſt (as indeed I was 


to myſelf) or that ſome Misfortune had 


befallen me. Her Queſtions and Kindneſs 
were both infipid and impertinent. ] 
went to bed upon the pretence of weari- 
neſs, to avoid her; where my laſt Ad ven- 
ture came freſh into my Mind, and du- 
ring a ſhort interval of Sleep, I poſſeſt the 
lovely Charmer in my Thoughts, all melt. 
ing, full of Rapture and Delight. The 
Tranſport awak d me, and ſoon made me 


{enfible, not only of my Miftake, but of 


the cruel Separation we had ſo lately ſuf: 
for d. . 

The next Day I went to London, to en- 
deavour, it poffible, to divett in Company 
this new uneaſfinefs of Heart. But in vain, 
I cou'd net hinder the bent of my Mind 
from returning to the Object that had 
charm'd it, nor my Perſon from being 


hurried by my Inclivations back to = 


left my fair Companion in London, 10 
0: =o Wo 


yentures, all the account I coud give, 
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De Lady's Pacquet broke open. 
that uninterruptedly I cou'd taſte the 
height of Melancholy and Contemplati. 
on. Early the next Morning, I roſe, and 
Areſſinz with a more than ordinary Care, 
1 pur myſelf upon repeating my former 
Adventure. Iartemptd to find the way 
to Mr. King's Houſe, croſs'd over Lanes 
And Fields, but in yain. I believ'd, inftead 
of eight, I went thirty Miles, here and 
there, wandering without a Guide, def. 
cribing the Houſe, and asking of all ] 
met with for it, by his Name, but no Tidings 
cou'd I get: So that oppreſt aud weary, 
I was forc'd to take into an Inn to refreſh 
. myſelf. There leat what the place cou'd 
_ aftord, and laid me down on a Bed to 
fleep; but that was # vain indeavour, to 
reſt me then; whillt the hear of the Day 
lafted. That over, I began again my 
fruitleſs fearch; and by that time it was 
dark, found myſelf at a Village eighteen 
Miles from London, and fourteen from 
the place I had ſet out from. Lou may 
gueſs, Madam, that next Morning I was 
forced to ſearch for ſome better Conveni- 
ency for Travelling, than I had had the 
Day before. I procurd a Coach for 
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= London; where I was no ſooner arrived, 
28 than I order d my Horſes with two Set . 
B vVioants to be brought. I mounted and re- 
= turn'd back to. From whence [ 


again ſet out upon my Search, obſtinate to 
and what ſeem d ſo difficult. We took 
difterent Roads; and not to tire your 
Patience, ſought almoſt over the whole 
Country before my Curiofity was — 
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The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 613 
At length twas my own good Fortune to | 
recover the Houſe. I knock'd, but there 
was nobody to open, the Shutters were 
cloſe, and not the leſt ſign of any living 
Creature; I compaſs'd the Houſe, and 
coming to the Garden-Gate, found the 1 4 
Windows of the Trillow cloſe ; I knock d, 1 
but with no better Succeſs. I try'd all 4+ 
the Lanes near the Houſe ; one led me to 
à {mall Village about a quarter of a Mile 
diſtance, where my Curiofity was referr'd 
to aA little Ala. Houſe on the right hand, near &#@g 1 
where Mr. King had liv'd. I was not 
long in finding ir; I alighted and went to 
er ine my Landlady ; but alas! from 
ler I gain'd but the confirmation of that 
Misfortune, which 1 before too juſtly 
fear d. She told me they were gone a- 
way, (the Day of their removal 1 found 
to be the next but one of my Adventure) 
but where ſhe cou'd not tell; the whole 
Furniture of the Houſe being carried 
thence, it was not likely that they pro- 
posd to return. . I ask d her, if ſhe had e- 
ver ſeen Mr. King? She told me, often, 
and drew a Perſon I cou'd no way gueſs at. 
Then her Husband was call'd to help out 
his Wite's ill Painting; their Deſcriptions 
were not the ſame in any one Feature; next 
the Son and Daughter came under Exami- 
nation; but not any of em agreed ſo much 
as in the colour of Mr. King's Perriwig; 
unleſs it were in that one Article, that 
neither he nor his Lady, in all the time 
they had liv'd there, were ever known to 
zo to Church; that they were very pong 
: | olk, 
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614 The Lady's Pacquet broke open. 

| Folk, for they wou'd not be acquainted 
with any of cheir Neighbours, and carry'd 
their Heads very high, for all he was but 

a Mr. Tho' belike a Servant in a Livery. 
calling to Drink, one day at their Houſe, 
and ſceing Mr. King pals by in a Chaiſe, 

laid, he was a Lord ! my Lord, my Lord, 

of the Lord knows what, tor they had 

forgot. How, cou'dÞ have curit their hap- 

- py Stvpidiry; what wou'd I not have given 

to have had em recal that one little ac 
of Memory," that bare Word, that conſe- 
quence of my Lord ——— the Lord 

knows what, my Lord, the Lord knows 
who; for thus in their proper Dialect did 

they think fit to ſeize me. I learn't from 

em that Mr. King had purchas'd that lit- 

* tle Houſe, and now they were departed, 
. *rwas lock'd upjwirhout any intention of its 
bo | being Let. There's a rare Garden (cries the 
= Female Brute) and choice Fruit; I wou'd 
* Roger wou'd let our Fobn try to get over 
the Garden Wall and gather Maſter ſome. 

I clos'd in with the good Woman, and got 

1 leave for our ohn, tho my buſineſs was 
to have him open the back Gate; I wanr- 

ed methought ro wander in thoſe. Walks 
alone, where I had been once bleſt with 
my cruel fugitive. I cou'd have out-ray'd 
Oroontates, out-talkd all the Heroes of 
antiquity. in complaining on my more 
abdurare Srattra. To be fhort, our h 
ſuccceded beyond imagination, for whether 
thro' chance or torgertuinefs, the Key 
was left on the infide the Door. ä 1 
e IA 
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ſaw it open to me, I thought myſelf as happy as if 
1 were entering Paradiſe, But alaſs! that Joy 
was but of ſmall duration; I found there no foot- 
ſteps of my lovely Charmer, nora likelihood of 
her return; for all the fine Pots and Greens 
were gone, the Garden in great diſorder and an 
apparent negleft of every thing. I aſcended 
the Terraſs, leaving Joby to the Fruit, and 
went to fit me down on a Seat rais'd with 
Turf, and cover d with Camomile, at the ex- 
tremity of the Walk, in that very place where 
once I had reſted with my Charmer. I 
threw myſelf like a fond amorous Fool, at my 
length upon the Seat; I kilsd, I talk'd to 
thole happy inſenfible Vegetable, as if they 
cou'd have given me an account of my Loſs; 
At length growing a little cooler, I gave my 
Thoughts and Eyes leave to conſider upon a 
piece of Camomile, of about a Foot ſquare, 
cud and cemented again. I took a Pen-knifs 
from my Etney, and parcing the Earth, fellow'd 
the impreſſion that had beea made before; and 
quickly found it buta cover to a Hole that had 
been digg'd there. I continu'd to remeve the 
Earth, till 1 diſcover'd and with little labour, tool 
up aimall Indian Trunk; by the lightneſs I gueſsd 
there cou'd be nothing of value in it; I weigh'd 
long within myſelf whether I ſhou'd open it? I 
cou d not ealily (being [ſo ſelEintereſted) deter- 
mine whether it was a baſe Action or not. At 
length, all tranſported with Curioſity, I found a 
means, by the help of ſome of my Fools, to force 
the Lock; there was nothing in it but Papers; 
but what, think you were thoſe Papers ? Why in- 
deed happy Mr. King's Love Letters, and her 
Anſwers ; their was neither Name or Addreſs to 
any of them; they icem'd as if they had all came 
inclos'd, ſo that my Curioficy was as much at a 
Joſs as before. However, I reſolvd upon that 
piece of Revenge, to bear 'cmaway with me; J 
| | ſoon 


by * — ret en _ 4 * 
* . INT 
. N — — — ” . 7 . d — = 
— = —— — = — — 2 ; n 
W 33 Rr e — pu * — — = 4. 6 = 
2 , W 1 y — E CO x * — — Eg — — — 
2 r P nnn 3 2 ** : W % * _ By D . PEI 
20 * ö 75 . * 0 PT, ng OR "124 * . — 5 _ — _ * 
4 be , n * 8 . 2„„³² — * 4 r . ES — . N — 4 2 
5," * * * RW DEN * * K b a 
# N 1 * J 5 + 


— 
LC TUE Ort 
. 
4 * Y 
_F 


. . 
- F SY e 
by 4 ” 
| WE; 


. 


* o 
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ſaon empry'd the Trunk, and return d that. to its Re 
poſitory, cover'd it wich Earth as before, and fix d 
upon it the Camomile piece of Earth as I firſt found 
it, Away I carry'd my Treaſure Trovue. Diſcharg- 
ing our Fohn and his Mother, I took two er three 


Peaches and Nectrins, mounted my Horſe, and got 


me into the Road for London; bur my Curioſity gave 


me no intermiſſion till I had ſtruck into a ſhady place, 


where alighring, I took our my faral Cargo, and fell 
to reading choſe mortifying, tranſpor ing Papers, 


How did I envy-the happy Fortune of that b'eft un- 


known Mr. King. Oh what tender unimzginable ſoft, 
nefſes were there in her Letters! the very Soul of 
Love, as if che God had took up his reſidence in her 


Heart, and from thence infpir'd thoſe inimitabl- 


ines. I ſhall not in the leaſt ſpeak malicioully, 


when I tell you, that my Rivals were much inferiout; 
methought there was a poorneſs of Stile, a meanneſs 
of Expreſſion, a ſtudied Paſſion in h1s  whilft hers 
were full of luxuriant Nature, rich in Love and Beau- 
ty. I read ſo long, till I almoſt loſt the ſmall remain- 
der of my Senſes, which had never been very perfect, 
ſince I had firft ſeen Mrs. King. What ſhall 1 ſay? 
Thus have I remain'd, and am 'ikely ro do till I re- 
trive that adorable Wanderer, There is nothing, no 
means uneſlay'g by me to recover her, I have Emilio- 
ries in every part of London and near it, to bring me 
the Deſcription of all that are reputed Straggers; I 
cou'd laviſh with Joy my whole Eſtate upon the 
Search, had I but a certainty ar laſt of ſucceed ing. 
Oh forgive me for thus long burthening you with my 
Misfortunes: I write tor caſe and conſolation; there's 
not another Friend upon Earth who ſhou'd ſhare this 
Secret with me; not that I conceive myſelf bound 
by any Promiſe of mine to Mrs. King, ſince ſne ſo in- 
gratefully retus'd to confide in me; but Love and 
Reſpect makes me wiſh her Fault may for ever be a 
Secret to the World. Wrong not the Confidance (I 
conjure you) that T have in your Vertue and Silence 
keep it inviolable, preſerve it as you wou'd the Heart 
of your happicſ Lover: So may you never know tlie 
anguiih of a Difappointment; never feel the Pangs 
with which charming Mrs. King's unalterable Adorcr 


alerts himſelf, Madam, your moſt obedient, 


ASL > mft bumble, and moſt devote Servant: 
FI 
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